
The Expedition: A Journey into Commemoration

Themes: The Battle, The Site, The Memorial, Witnessing Vimy

Big Idea:

Use digital technology to explore different aspects of the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge, the Canadian National Vimy Memorial, and the geography of the site.

Inquiry Question:

Traditionally, the history curriculum only covers about 100 years. The First 
World War was over 105 years ago. Should we continue to commemorate a 
war that is over a hundred years old and why?

Can we really call the First World War, “a war to end all wars”?

Overall description:

This task and accompanying resources are a good way to get an overview 
of The Expedition app, while at the same time letting students investigate the 
primary and secondary sources. The main goal is knowledge and discovery 
on a formative basis. The Interactive Notebook is divided to match the four 
themes of the app (The Battle, The Site, The Memorial, and Witnessing 
Vimy), and includes a vocabulary section, matching, analysis of the Big Six of 
Historical Thinking and personalization of sources. 

Grades: 9-12; secondary III-V (QC)

Time needed: Two classes

Competencies:
Inquiry process

Critical thinking

Primary and secondary sources

Big Six Historical Thinking Concepts
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Lesson Plan #2 - Scavenger Hunt using Interactive Notebooks

https://historicalthinking.ca


Materials:

1.  The Expedition: A Journey into Commemoration app

2. Interactive Notebook

Activities/Instructions:

1. Introduce The Expedition app and the Interactive Notebook. 

2. The Notebook has been divided into the four themes of the app and can 
be done synchronously, asynchronous, or in groups.

3. The final section focusses on the Big Six of Historical Thinking and could 
be used as a formative assessment, as it checks for understanding of the 
concepts through application of the skills.

4. Once the Interactive Notebook has been completed, teachers may want to 
use the notes and discoveries for a class discussion around the following 
inquiry questions:

 • Traditionally, the history curriculum only covers about 100 years. 
The First World War was over 105 years ago. Should we continue to 
commemorate a war that is over a hundred years old and why?

 • Can we really call the First World War, “a war to end all wars”?
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Lesson Plan #2 - Scavenger Hunt using Interactive Notebooks

https://vimyfoundation.ca/projects/vimy-living-memorial
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MQ-PI9JXkVZkZMA21GaG5HQGfYymVxH8MCBj_z1TP60/edit?usp=sharing

