
PREPARING FOR COURT

What will happen at the hearing?

This will depend on the type of hearing, appearances made, and the issues. Generally, the
judge will hear arguments from both sides, supporting evidence, and make a ruling on the
matters in question. If you would like assistance preparing for your court hearing, you may
contact our office for more information.

How do I know when my hearing is?

Your hearing date will be listed on the front page of the hearing documents. If for some reason
you do not have your documents, or have not been served with a copy of the papers that
include the hearing date, you have several options. You may call our office, inquire in the Family
Law Clerk’s Office on the 7th floor at the Lamoreaux Justice Center, you may check the
calendars posted on bulletin boards in public areas or on the courtroom door, or you may go
online to www.occourts.org to search your case information.

I scheduled a hearing, but can’t take off of work. What are my options?

If you wish to continue your hearing to a different date, you must contact the department the
afternoon before the hearing date to request a continuance. They will give you further
instruction. If you wish to forego your hearing altogether you can either contact the department
to have it removed from calendar, or fail to appear.

I want a telephonic hearing. What do I need to do?

You will need to contact the courtroom and inquire. Please refer to the Department Directory for
phone numbers.

Do I have to show up for my hearing?

If you are representing yourself, you should plan to attend the hearing. If you are represented by
our office, and unless your Conrad & Associates attorney has excused you, please plan to
attend.

What happens if I don’t show up in court?

This will depend on the nature of your hearing. Generally, if both parties fail to appear, the
hearing is taken off calendar. However, if the person who requested the hearing and gave notice
appears, but the responding party does not, the hearing may/will take place as requested.


