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For the First Time, The Northeast Iowa Food Bank Awards 
2023 Building Capacity Grant to Partner Agencies 

WATERLOO, IA – Feb 16, 2023 – The Northeast Iowa Food Bank (NEIFB) is pleased to 
announce the recipients of its 2023 Building Capacity Grant. Partner agencies have been 
awarded a total of $24,997 to improve or expand services or capacity for those with food 
insecurity in Northeast Iowa. This is the first time NEIFB has offered grants to Partner Agencies. 

“We are delighted to provide our partner agencies with the opportunity to grow and meet the 
needs of their community,” said Shannon Bass, Director of Programs. “We could not do our 
work without their dedicated efforts to help close the meal gap.” 

Winning partners include Greater Area Pantry, Inc. (Calmar), Lansing Iowa Food Trust (Lansing), 
Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation-Bremer County (Waverly), Northeast Iowa 
Community Action Corporation-Howard County (Cresco), Open Hands Food Pantry (West 
Union), Mercy One-Plentiful Pantry (Oelwein) and Postville Community Support (Postville). 

Partner Agencies will use the funds to purchase shelving or cooler units, new scales to weigh 
food during distribution, and updated supplies for the bagging and cleaning processes. 
Additionally, one partner agency will focus on improving efficiencies for both families and 
volunteers. 

NEIFB is committed to strengthening partnerships with organizations that share the goal of 
making sure northeast Iowans who are food insecure have access to every meal, every day. 
NEIFB supports partner agencies by investing time, talent, and resources to strengthen their 
ability to serve communities across NEIFB’s sixteen-county service area. Each community, 
organization, and neighbor is unique, and NEIFB strives to support their distinct needs. 

(More photos of recipients attached on following page) 
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### 

Press Contact 
Alex Sojka, Marketing & Communications Manager, 319-235-0507 x116, asojka@neifb.org 

About NEIFB 
The Northeast Iowa Food Bank distributes nutritious food and grocery products to 153 
nonprofit organizations and programs that help families and individuals facing food insecurity. 
Last year, the Food Bank distributed over six million meals within it’s sixteen-county service 
area. For over forty years, the Food Bank has alleviated hunger and provided nutrition 
education through its eight programs: Agency Distribution, Cedar Valley Food Pantry, 
BackPack, Kids Cafe, Elderly Nutrition, Mobile Pantries, Summer Feeding, and Community 
Garden. Visit neifb.org, find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.  

NEIFB is a proud member of the Iowa Food Bank Association and Feeding America.
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