
 

MAY 2020 
How to Study the Bible 

PAUSE PREP 

WEEK 1: OBSERVATION 

 



Why is learning how to study the Bible important? 

The Bible is meant to be read by every type of person from armchair 

coffee sipping readers to seminary students working on degrees. The 

Bible is for everyone. With that said, there are things we bring to the text 

that weren’t intended because of our 21st century worldview and things 

the text intended we don’t quite understand. Learning basic tools will not 

only help develop healthy interpretation but will enlighten the reader to 

the revelation of who God is, God’s love, and how we are called to love 

others. 

 

These study tools will uncover the importance of studying God’s word in 

community with others. God has made us all uniquely causing us to 

notice different things in a passage, teach things to one another and help 

one another with questions. You don’t have to do this alone!  

 

Proverbs 19:2 

“Desire without knowledge is not good.” NIV 

“Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good; haste makes mistakes.” NLT 

“Ignorant zeal is worthless; haste makes waste.” The Message 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. 
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Bible Translations: 

 

Biblical Bible Study Steps: 

STEP 1: OBSERVATION - What do I see? 

STEP 2: INTERPRETATION  - What does it mean? 

STEP 3: APPLICATION - How does it work? 

 

STEP 1: OBSERVATION - What do I see? 

- Key term(s) 

- Structure 

- Literary form & style: historical, poetic, metaphor 

- Atmosphere 

STEP 2: INTERPRETATION - What does it mean? 

- Ask Questions of the text 

- Answer them from the text 

- Integration- putting passage together again 

STEP 3: APPLICATION - How does it work? 

- Ask Questions of the text & answer them from the text 

- Integration- putting passage together again 
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S.O.A.P Study Outline: 

A S.O.A.P study is an easy way to remember the steps to take in studying any part of scripture. 

This tool can be used by people of all ages for daily Bible study. 

S: Scripture 

1. Copy the scripture by writing it out. Repetition allows us to have a better memory of what 

the passage says.  

O: Observation 

1. Begin making observations from what the passage says. Not from what you think or what 

you know from other parts of the Bible. Often this helps understand what they are saying 

and how people around them would have interacted with it. 

2. Six Vital Observation Questions: 

a. WHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY? HOW? 

A: Application 

1. Apply with action. This is when these questions should arise. 

a. How should this change my life? 

b. How does this form my thinking? 

c. What can I learn from this? 

d. How does this make me love others more? 

P: Prayer 

1. What is the prayer that comes from the passage?  

a. When you answer some of those questions it will help you interact with God in a 

new way inspiring your prayer life to focus on how God would pray and how we 

interact with God through it.  
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29 Things To Look For: 

These are tools to use while studying a passage. They can be used in combination with 
others while some may not be used when studying a certain passage at all.  

1. Key words. 
2. Repeated words and phrases. 

3. Questions being asked. 

4. Answers being given. 

5. Commands. 

6. The force of the verbs. 

7. Anything unusual or unexpected. 

8. Warnings. 

9. Comparisons- things that are alike. 

10. Contrasts- things that are different. 

11. Illustrations. 

12. Causes and effects and reasons for doing so. 

13. Promises and their conditions for fulfilment. 

14. Progression from the general to the specific. 

15. Progression from the specific to the general. 

16. Steps of progression in a narrative or biography. 

17. Lists of things. 

18. Results. 

19. Advice, warning and attitudes. 

20. Tone of the passage- emotional atmosphere. 

21. Connectives, articles and prepositions. 

22. Explanations. 

23.  Old Testament quotes in the New Testament. 

24.  Literary form. 

25. Paradoxes. 

26. Emphasis through the use of space- proportion. 

27.  Planned exaggerations or hyperbole. 

28.  Grammatical construction of each sentence. 

29. Use of the current events of the times. 
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STEP 1: OBSERVATION - What do I see?  

Context is always the first thing one should do when reading a passage. The Bible was 
written for us but not us. So we always want to ask, “Who was the audience this was 

written to? What was happening during that time period?” 

Acts 1:8: 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  
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WEEK 2: INTERPRETATION 
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Principles of Interpretation: 

1. Remember the Context. 

  -‘That which goes before the text’. It must always be considered in light of  

-…the surrounding verses and chapters  

-…the book in which it is found 

-…the entire Word of God. 

Always ask yourself; 

- “Is my interpretation consistent with the theme, purpose, and structure of the 
book?” 

- “Is my interpretation consistent with other Scriptures?” 

- “Am I considering the historical and cultural context?” 

- “What would have been the thoughts of the original readers?” 

Do not add to the meaning, even if blesses the hearer. 

 

2. Always seek the full counsel of God’s Word. 

Studying the Word of God will protect you from accepting teaching that comes from one 
or two verses out of context of the passage's meaning. For example John 15:7 “…ask 

whatever you wish and it will be done for you.” Does that mean I can ask for anything 

and get it? No! The Bible has a lot to say about asking according to God’s will (1 John 

5:14) and asking with the right motivation  (James 4:3), not for things that we may want or 

desire. 

 

3. Remember that Scripture will NEVER contradict Scripture. 

The best interpreter of Scripture is Scripture. If you find that your interpretation 
contradicts another part of Scripture then one of the interpretations is wrong! For 

example; ‘God’s Sovereignty and Man’s responsibility’. The Bible teaches both, don’t pick 
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and choose. Remember we are finite beings, let God say what He says without trying to 

correct or reconcile or explain it.  

For example- Paul grace, James Works…but Paul writes how to get people on earth to 
heaven; James writes how to get heaven into people on earth! Here we see two 

perspectives. 

4. Do not base your doctrine on an obscure passage of Scripture. 

Some passages are obscure and their meanings not easily understood; therefore don’t 
base your belief system on them, but on clear repeated teachings in Scripture. For 

Example- 1 Corinthians 15:29 “…what will those do who are baptized for the dead?” Does 

this mean we are to be baptized for the dead? No! The passage is without clear 

understanding and other biblical support; therefore don’t make a doctrine out of it. 

5. Interpret based on Literary styles. 

Understand figures of speech and interpret them accordingly. Look at literary styles, 
similes, metaphors, history, culture and so on. An example is the “I AM” statements made 

by Jesus are parables. “I am the bread of life”, we read this and understand that Jesus is 

not saying he is literal sourdough bread (my preference) but that he sustains us.  

 

6. Look for the author’s intended meaning of the passage. 

Don’t twist a verse to support the meaning you want. For example- Gideon’s Fleece in 
Judges 6! This is not teaching to ‘put out a fleece’ to know God’s will. It is a historical 

record in Israel’s history of what Gideon did when he was scared. Not a universal 

principle way or practice of finding out God’s will for your life. 

 

7. Check your conclusions by using reliable commentaries. 

Commentaries have their place, just not in the first few steps. The Holy Spirit has been 
working throughout history so read commentaries from different centuries, just because 

it’s more modern, it doesn’t mean it's better. 
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Obstacles to Overcome 

Geographic Barriers 

Cultural Barriers 

Language Barriers 

Literary Barriers 

Chronological Barrier 

Spiritual BarrierRemember 

Set the Bible in its HISTORICAL setting, abide by the rules of grammar and rhetoric. 

HISTORICAL- setting in which book of the Bible is written. Culture and circumstance. What is 

going on at the time? What was the time like? 

GRAMMATICAL- determining the words/sentences in their normal sense 

RHETORICAL- How the literary quality affects interpretation. Narrative/poetry/apocalyptic.   

 

Resources 

 

Bible Atlas 

Commentaries 

Bible Dictionaries 

Concordances 
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WEEK 3: APPLICATION 
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Obstacles to Overcome 

 

1. How does it work in me? 
2. How does it work in others? 

 

LUKE 4 

 

 

INSIGHT 
1. Know the Passage. 
2. Know Ourselves. 

RELATE 

Once we know the truth we must relate it to our experience. The Word of God 

CHANGES us.  

 

MEDITATE 

What’s cooking in your mind? 
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PRACTICE 

Scripture was written not to fatten geese but to train athletes and equip soldiers. So ask,  

“Are there some areas in my life for which this truth is needed?” 

For example, Phil 2:14, “Do everything without complaining or arguing.”. Many areas in 

my life I don’t have a problem following that command, but in other areas I don’t want to 

remember it! 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

Is there an example to follow?  

 

Is there a sin to avoid?  

 

Is there a promise to claim?  

 

Is there a prayer to repeat?  

 

Is there a command to obey?  

 

Is there a condition to meet?  

 

Is there a verse to memorize? 

 

Is there an error to mark? 

 

Is there a challenge to face 
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