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The Apostle Paul’s “Father/Son” Language
- Paul and Timothy – 1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2
- Paul and Titus – Titus 1:4 
- Paul and Onesimus – Philemon 10

The “2 Timothy 2:2 Principle”
“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others.”  (NIV)

The Church Needs “______________________________”
 “Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were de-
lighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, 
our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of 
God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous, and blameless we were among you who believed. 
For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, comforting, and  
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory.”  1 Thessalonians 2:7b-12 (NIV)

1. Spiritual parents ___________ their children.
“Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.”  1 Thessalonians 2:7b-8 (NIV)

A. The ___________ of God 
“Jesus answered, ‘It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth  
of God.’”  Matthew 4:4 (cf. Deut. 8:3) (NIV)

B. ______________ 

2. Spiritual parents ___________ their children.
“For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, comforting, and  
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory.”  1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 (NIV) 

A. ____________________

B. _______________

C. Urging them to __________________________

3.  Spiritual parents are __________________________ to their spiritual children and others. 
“Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden 
to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous, and 
blameless we were among you who believed.”  1 Thessalonians 2:9-10 (NIV)

A. We must embrace _________________ for the sake of others.
“Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back with bonus and blessing.  
Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.”  Luke 6:38 (MSG) 
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B. Remember, people are _______________.
“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best 
thing you can do for Him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.  
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what He wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God 
brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.”  Romans 12:1-2 (MSG)

Who has been a spiritual parent to you?

Who are you a spiritual parent to currently? 
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