
Life in Rhythm
Daily Devotionals

Week Six

Sacrificial Generosity

Weekly Memory Verse
“Remember this — a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one
who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how
much to give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person
who gives cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always
have everything you need and plenty leftover to share with others.” — 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
(NLT)



Day 1

Money Leads, Hearts Follow — by Scott Benson

Reflect
“Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything you
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ At
this the man's face fell. He went away sad because he had great wealth. Jesus looked
around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!’” —
Mark 10:21-23

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” — Matthew 6:21

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” —
Matthew 6:24

Interact
Jesus clearly understood the alluring power of money. It was an ongoing topic in His
teaching as He knew how easily money could undermine our love for God and our desire
to serve Him. He also never seemed to hesitate in challenging people to sell everything if
they wanted to find true treasure. And when it came to the possibility of serving two
masters — God and money — Jesus emphatically declared that it was either one or the
other, but never both! But perhaps His most intriguing statement about money’s
persuasive power was His insight into how our heart follows the lead of our money
(Matthew 6:21). Randy Alcorn comments:

Christ's words were direct and profound. What we do with our possessions
is a sure indicator of what's in our hearts.... What we do with our money
doesn’t lie. It’s a bold statement to God of what we truly value. But what we
do with their money doesn't simply indicate where our heart is. According to
Jesus, it determines where our heart goes.... If I want my heart to be in one
particular place and not in another, then I need to put my money in that
place and not in the other.… Do you wish you had a greater heart for the
poor and lost? Then give your money to help the poor and reach the lost.…
Your heart will always be where your money is and not where your money
isn’t.… Put your resources, your assets, your money and possessions, your
time and talents and energies into the things of God. As surely as the
compass needle follows north, your heart will follow your treasure. Money
leads; Hearts follow. (Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, and Eternity, p.
101)



Reflection Questions:
1. If you tracked your expenses for one month, what would they tell you about what

you value?
2. Have you ever invested in something and then observed how you became more

passionate about that particular thing?
3. Have you ever increased your financial support of a ministry, only to feel more

vitally connected to it?
4. Is there a particular ministry initiative in which you’d like for your heart to grow?
5. How could investing your talents, energies, prayers, and money contribute to

fostering your intentional interest in that ministry?

Pray and Respond:
Write down your thoughts or prayers to God in your Life in Rhythm journal.

Going Deeper
Every day you'll have an opportunity to go deeper into God's Word by practicing the
REAP study method. Read the following scripture and use your journal and the REAP
method to unpack the following scripture and apply it to your life.

Learn more about REAP at https://rhythms.friends.church/reap

Matthew 6:19-24



Day 2

Owner or Manager? Stewardship 101— by Scott Benson

Reflect
“Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are
exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.” —
1 Chronicles 29:11-12

“The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” — Psalm 24:1

“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.
The man who had received 5 bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ His master replied, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!’” — Matthew 25:19-21

“Now a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful.” — 1 Corinthians 4:2
(NLT)

Interact
If you’ve ever wondered who really owns your money, Scripture leaves no doubt. God is
the ultimate Source, Creator, Provider, and Owner of everything. There’s nothing on Earth
that doesn’t belong to Him. Once we recognize and affirm that God is the owner, then we
can begin to discover our responsibilities as a manager. God is also the ultimate Investor
who entrusts us with His resources for accomplishing His Kingdom purposes. In
Matthew 25, Jesus’ parable helps us understand how to be wise and faithful stewards.
Randy Alcorn offers these insights into our stewarding role as God’s servants:

● Stewardship: Servants wisely use the assets entrusted to them to expand
their master’s estate.

● Accountability: Servants are accountable; their master will ask them to
explain why they invested as they did.

● Faithfulness: Servants seek to be trustworthy, stewarding their master’s
estate in a way that pleases Him.

● Wisdom in investing: Servants choose their investments carefully to
multiply their master’s resources.

● Readiness for the master’s return: Servants are constantly aware that their
master could return any day.

● Single-mindedness: Servants’ lives revolve around serving their master
well; it is their one purpose in life (Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, and
Eternity, p. 148-149).



Reflection Questions:
1. In your own words, how would you describe the difference between being an

owner and a manager?
2. In what ways have you been living as an owner or a manager in stewarding God’s

resources?
3. If you lived more like a manager, how would that change the way you steward

God’s resources?
4. Which of the Alcorn’s insights on stewardship speak most powerfully to you?

Pray and Respond:
Write down your thoughts or prayers to God in your Life in Rhythm journal.

Going Deeper
Every day you'll have an opportunity to go deeper into God's Word by practicing the
REAP study method. Read the following scripture and use your journal and the REAP
method to unpack the following scripture and apply it to your life.

Learn more about REAP at https://rhythms.friends.church/reap

Psalm 24:1-6



Day 3

Secret to Giving? Live for the Line … Not the Dot — by Scott
Benson

Reflect
“But since you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you — see that you also excel in this grace
of giving.” — 2 Corinthians 8:7

“Remember this — a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one
who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how
much to give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person
who gives cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always
have everything you need and plenty leftover to share with others.” — 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
(NLT)

“Don't store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and
where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust
cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.” — Matthew 6:19-20 (NLT)

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to
be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” —
1 Timothy 6:17-19

Interact
Pastor Matthew often reminds us that God doesn’t want our money; He wants our hearts
so we can learn to live and give more generously. At Friends we talk about giving out of
gratitude by holding nothing back. Because Jesus held nothing back in giving His life for
us, we can give out of gratitude for all He’s done for us. And not just give — but to excel in
the grace of giving as the apostle Paul encourages us.

Whenever we surrender everything and give Him our best, it’s in those moments that Jim
Elliott’s poignant quote really hits home: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to
gain what he cannot lose.” We give to gain treasures in heaven that we can’t lose
(Matthew 6:19-20).

But all too often our hearts get focused on earthly treasures that keep us from excelling in
giving. Randy Alcorn’s analogy of the line and the dot serves to refocus our hearts on
eternal treasures:



Our lives have two phases: one a dot, the other a line extending out from that dot.
Our present life on earth is the dot. It begins. It ends. It's brief. From that dot
extends the line that goes on forever. That line is eternity, which Christians will
spend in heaven. Right now we're living in the dot. But what are we living for? The
shortsighted person lives for the dot. The person with perspective lives for the line
… The person who lives for the dot lives for treasures on earth that end up in junk
yards. The person who lives for the line lives for treasures in heaven that will never
end. Giving is living for the line.

We'll each part with our money. The only question is when. We have no choice but
to part with it later. But we do have a choice whether to part with it now. We can
keep earthly treasures for the moment, and we may derive some temporary
enjoyment from them. But if we give them away, we’ll enjoy eternal treasures that
will never be taken from us.… Live for the line, not for the dot (Randy Alcorn, The
Treasure Principle: Unlocking the Secrets of Joyful Giving, p. 50-51).

Reflection Questions:
1. Reread the Scriptures listed above. How is the Spirit speaking to you?
2. Re-read Alcorn’s analogy of the line and the dot. When and how are you most

tempted to be that shortsighted person who lives for the dot?
3. As you gain more perspective on what it means to live for the line, how might God

be calling you to change how you invest your resources for eternity?

Pray and Respond:
Write down your thoughts or prayers to God in your Life in Rhythm journal.

Going Deeper
Every day you'll have an opportunity to go deeper into God's Word by practicing the
REAP study method. Read the following scripture and use your journal and the REAP
method to unpack the following scripture and apply it to your life.

Learn more about REAP at https://rhythms.friends.church/reap

2 Corinthians 9:10-15 (see 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 for context)



Day 4

Jesus = Contentment = Great Gain — by Scott Benson

Reflect
“But godliness with contentment is great gain. We brought nothing into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.” — 1 Timothy 6:6-10

“… I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need,
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all
this through him who gives me strength.” — Philippians 4:11-13

Interact
“More … Never Enough” always seems to be the heartbeat of our consumeristic culture.
It’s fascinating to note how something new and improved can so easily move from a want
to a need in our thoughts and feelings. But Paul’s fresh perspective on how we brought
nothing into and will take nothing out of this world provides the wisdom we need
whenever we’re becoming too eager for money. He pulls no punches in soberly warning
us about the foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.And
his comment about people who have “wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs” should quickly arrest our attention.

But if you’re wondering how Paul learned to be content whatever the circumstances,
listen to this insight from the Life Application Study Bible: “Paul was content because he
could see life from God's point of view. He focused on what he was supposed to do, not
what he felt he should have. Paul had his priorities straight, and he was grateful for
everything God had given him. Paul had detached himself from the nonessential so that
he could concentrate on the eternal.”

The secret to Paul’s focus on the eternal was Jesus. Jesus was the source of his
contentment and strength. With Jesus, Paul had enough. With Jesus, Paul didn’t need
anything more. Let’s join Paul in saying, “With Jesus, I have enough. With Jesus, I don’t
need anything more!”

Reflection Questions:
1. How does the allure of new and improved things affect your life?
2. How are you able to discern whether something is a want or a need in your life?
3. How does your relationship with Jesus help you stay focused on the eternal?



4. Today, what would it look like for you to say (and believe), “With Jesus, I have
enough. With Jesus, I don’t need anything more”?

Pray and Respond:
Write down your thoughts or prayers to God in your Life in Rhythm journal.

Going Deeper
Every day you'll have an opportunity to go deeper into God's Word by practicing the
REAP study method. Read the following scripture and use your journal and the REAP
method to unpack the following scripture and apply it to your life.

Learn more about REAP at https://rhythms.friends.church/reap

1 Timothy 6:6-12



Day 5

Living in the “Delightful Land” of Trusting God — by Scott
Benson

Reflect
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” — James 1:17

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘how are we robbing you?’ In
tithes and offerings. You are under a curse — your whole nation — because you are robbing
me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me
in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests
from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is
ripe, says the Lord Almighty. Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a
delightful land, says the Lord Almighty.” — Malachi 3:8-12

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full — pressed down, shaken
together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you
give will determine the amount you get back.” — Luke 6:38 (NLT)

Interact
Practicing the rhythm of Sacrificial Generosity provides opportunities for us to see how
God can come through in our lives. That He truly is the giver of every good and perfect
gift. Because whenever we’re generous, God promises to provide what we need and
sometimes He does that in extravagant ways. And whenever we experience God’s
gracious generosity, it can motivate us to give more generously and more cheerfully.

But there are times when we can live with a scarcity mindset and hold back in our
generosity. We become doubtful that God will actually provide like He’s promised. That’s
what happened in Malachi chapter 3. The Israelites weren’t giving their resources to God
out of fear that if they did, they wouldn’t have enough money. So God challenged them to
test Him by tithing. He simply said, “test me and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”
The visual imagery of God’s promise is staggering. He’s talking about blessings that
belong in the way over the top category.

And then, did you notice that last phrase, “for yours will be a delightful land”? Trusting in
God, knowing that He is ultimately responsible for our security and provision, is absolutely
delightful. It enables us to be generous with our resources. So, if you’re ready to live in a
delightful land, let’s trust Him and be generous.

Reflection Questions:



1. Meditate on Philippians 4:19 — “And my God will meet all your needs according to
the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

2. As you meditate on the verse, what do you sense God might be saying to you?
3. How has He met your needs in the past?
4. How does His faithfulness in the past give you confidence to trust Him for your

future and to become more generous in your giving?

Pray and Respond:
Write down your thoughts or prayers to God in your Life in Rhythm journal.

Going Deeper
Every day you'll have an opportunity to go deeper into God's Word by practicing the
REAP study method. Read the following scripture and use your journal and the REAP
method to unpack the following scripture and apply it to your life.

Learn more about REAP at https://rhythms.friends.church/reap

Malachi 3:8-12



Life in Rhythm
Group Discussion Guide

Week Six

Sacrificial Generosity

Our Rhythm this week is Sacrificial Generosity!

Here’s our summary: Recognizing that all our resources are owned by God and entrusted to
us for His Kingdom purposes, we generously give out of gratitude to partner with Him in
His work around us and around the world.

Jesus clearly understood the alluring power of money. It was an ongoing topic in His
teaching as He knew how easily money could undermine our love for God and our desire
to serve Him. That’s why Pastor Matthew often reminds us that God doesn’t want our
money; He wants our hearts so we can learn to live and give more generously.

At Friends we talk about giving out of gratitude by holding nothing back. Because Jesus
held nothing back in giving His life for us, we can give out of gratitude for all He’s done for
us. And not just give — but to excel in the grace of giving as the apostle Paul encourages
us in 2 Corinthians 8:7.

Whenever we surrender everything and give Him our best, it’s in those moments that Jim
Elliott’s poignant quote really hits home: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to
gain what he cannot lose.” We give to gain treasures in heaven that we can’t lose
(Matthew 6:19-20).

Practicing the rhythm of Sacrificial Generosity provides opportunities for us to see how
God can come through in our lives. Because whenever we’re generous, God promises to
provide what we need and sometimes He even does that in extravagant ways. And
whenever we experience God’s gracious generosity, it can motivate us to give more
generously ... and more cheerfully.

Our Session Six memory verse says it all: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 — “Remember this — a
farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants
generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to
give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who
gives cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty leftover to share with others.” (NLT)
Agenda



1. OPENING PRAYER
2. VIDEO (30 MIN)
3. CONNECT & REFLECT (45 MIN)
4. PREVIEW NEXT SESSION
6. CLOSING PRAYER

Watch Video
The Session 4 video will be available on October 20.
https://rhythms.friends.church/videos

Connect & Reflect

1. Did you interact with the Daily Reflections this past week? If so, were any of them
impactful? Feel free to look through what you recorded in your Life in Rhythm
journal as you share with the group.

2. As you reflect back on this weekend’s message and the video teaching on
Sacrificial Generosity, discuss the following questions as a group:

● How have you experienced other people’s generosity in your life?
● How have you experienced God’s generosity in your life?
● The apostle Paul encourages us to give what God has laid on our heart to

give, not “reluctantly” but with a “cheerful” heart (2 Corinthians 9:7).  When
have you struggled with a reluctant heart in giving?  When have you
experienced the joy of giving cheerfully?  Describe the circumstances.

● 2 Corinthians 9:11 reminds us that God gives to those who are generous
because He knows that they are going to become even more generous in
giving.   How have you experienced God’s generosity whenever you’ve been
generous in giving?  Describe the circumstances.

● When we sacrificially give, it reveals that our faith is not in money, but in
God to provide for us.  What does your giving reveal about your faith in
God?

● Personally consider what God might be calling you to give of your time,
talent and treasure.  With His help, how could you become a more cheerful,
generous giver?

3. Close in prayer

https://rhythms.friends.church/videos


Next Week: Share Your Stories

Next week we will dive into our sixth Rhythm, Share Your Stories - Seeking opportunities to
introduce others to Jesus by sharing personal stories of our salvation and His transforming
power in our lives.

Between now and our next meeting together, your homework is to complete the Daily
Reflections 26-30.


