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Reviewing progress: Change over time in teaching 
 
Teacher Guidesheet 
 
 

Since you began working individually with children, you have been introduced to the 
lesson activities, explored how to select from a wide range of teaching procedures and 
read and discussed something of the literacy processing theory with which you are 
working.  

 
It is necessary to ensure that change occurs in your teaching during each child’s 
series of individually designed lessons.  Gaining deeper insights about how you are 
working will lead to greater understanding and more effective teaching decisions.  The 
following may help you review your progress. 

 
Change over time in your teaching 

 
See Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 2nd ed. 

 
 Use observation to facilitate teaching:  To think about change in your teaching 

review carefully the section called Changes teachers might observe during lessons, 
(p. 44).  Look at each child you are working with.  Look also at the predictions of 
progress you wrote.  Have you adjusted your interactions and expectations?  What 
might you need to do now? 

 
 Language:  Reflect on your use of language.  Teachers need to be selective about 

the words/language they use and to be specific about what they want to direct the 
child to.  Be precise about what you ask the child to look for or listen to. 

 
 Flexibility:  The aim is to have each child totally flexible.  Think about this aspect. 

Teachers should see children being quite ingenious at finding ways to work, and 
making discoveries.  Differences and varied responding is to be valued.  Your 
teaching has to encourage such flexibility.  

 
 Information of different kinds: While reading children need to find information 

from different sources, to bring it together, to construct a decision, and to evaluate 
that decision Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 2nd ed. (p.129).  Teachers 
can help children pull different kinds of information together and observe and record 
the shifts that occur.  What shifts can you notice?  

 
 Ways of solving in writing:  There is a lot to be learned about composing and 

writing down a language.  The child has to strengthen the range of ways of solving 
new words he will use in the future (p.86).  Each change in the child’s control calls 
for an adjustment in what the teacher does.  Check on the changes in emphases in 
your teaching. 

   
 Using current literacy to build new literacy awareness:  What evidence is there 

of the children being independent?  The teacher helps the child take over ownership 
of using his reading and writing to extend his skills in both those activities.  It is 
often the teacher who finds it difficult to let the child be independent; she finds it 
difficult to be asked not to teach (p.41). 
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