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Reading Recovery Inservice Course 
 

Orientation to Reading Recovery 
 
Assessment: Session 1 
   
Teacher Guidesheet 

 
 

During this session teachers will have opportunities to raise questions about 
Reading Recovery as an early literacy intervention and the Inservice training 
sessions. 
 

Text 
 

The text is An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, 4th ed., Marie 
M. Clay (2019). 
 
Thoroughly familiarise yourself with Chapters 4-9 (pp.39-125) of An Observation 
Survey Early Literacy Achievement. 

 
Observation tasks 

 
Five of the six observation tasks from the Observation Survey for looking closely at 
what children are doing will be covered in this session. These are: Letter 
Identification, Concepts About Print, Word Reading, Writing Vocabulary, Hearing 
and Recording Sounds In Words (Revised). 
 
The Burt Word Reading Test (NZCER, 1981) will also be introduced. 
 

Learning to observe 
 

Within the daily Reading Recovery release time, practise these tasks (particularly 
those that are less familiar) with as many children as you can. Use children aged 
6.6 - 7.0 who will not be included in Reading Recovery. You begin with children 
making good progress to give the best learning opportunity. 
 
While the assessment tasks can be used in any order it seems the way they are 
presented here provides the easiest introduction to the tasks for children. The 
order differs from that in An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement. 
 
1. Letter Identification 
 (An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, pp.84-92) 

 You should find this check of letter learning easy to administer. However, you 
are asked to read the administration and scoring very carefully. Always use 
the task administration sheet and score sheet from An Observation Survey of 
Early Literacy Achievement (pp.87-88). 
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2. Word Reading  
 (An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, pp.93-100) 

 The Word Reading task is based on the high frequency words of the original 
Ready to Read series. Use the administration procedures as outlined in An 
Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (pp.93-94) and always use 
the administration sheet provided (p.96).  

 
 Burt Word Reading Test (NZCER)  
 A standardised test to be administered according to the procedure outlined in 

the manual. Use the administration sheet provided. 
 
3. Concepts About Print 
 (An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, pp.39-50) 

 You may find this task a little difficult to administer initially. The more you do it, 
the easier it becomes. The important thing to remember is to read from the 
instructions for each administration using the exact wording. The double page 
layout (pp.44-45) is easy to follow. It has directions for all of the four booklets. 

 
4. Writing Vocabulary 
 (An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, pp.101-115) 

 In this task children are encouraged to write down all the words they know how 
to write, starting with their own name followed by high frequency words they 
know. Read the administration and scoring instructions carefully. Prompt the 
child using the words and word categories suggested on pp.107-108. Select 
other words you think the child might be able to write from the Word Reading 
task as necessary. Prompt to keep the task going.  

 Data around text writing is obtained by using the Rating technique for early 
writing described in the teacher guidesheet Writing Progress (Additional 
information). 

 
5. Hearing and Recording Sounds in Words (Revised) 
 (An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, pp.116-125) 

 This task gives an indication of the child's ability to analyse words and record 
the sounds he or she hears, as letters. Select one of the alternate forms 
(p. 121). Study the procedure for administration carefully. You will probably 
need to use the questions listed to keep the task going. Score each sound 
recorded as indicated on p.121.  As you add up the correct sounds, write the 
numbers cumulatively under each letter. 

 
For next session 

 
Practise these tasks as noted above, especially Concepts About Print. Bring the 
records of two children (from those you practised on) to the next session. You will 
be building up a full set of all the tasks of the Observation Survey for these two 
children to use for completing an Observation Survey Summary Sheet. 


