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Reading Recovery Inservice Course 
 

Moving into instruction 1: Lesson activities 
 

Teacher Guidesheet 
 
 
An introduction to literacy processing is found in Literacy processing: a simple 
view of a complex theory (p.5) in Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 
2nd ed. 
 
Read Moving into instruction: shift the responsibility for learning to the child (p.35) 
in The shape of the child’s series of lessons in Reading Recovery. Cautiously 
move out of Roaming around the known. Do not move too soon. Respond to what 
the child is doing. Think about how you can help to keep the tasks easy and build 
on the solid foundation secured in Roaming around the known. Help the child 
retain fluency with everything he or she does.  
 
 

The lesson activities  
 

As you move into instruction and introduce the lesson activities refer to A typical 
tutoring session (p.35), Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 2nd ed. 
 Look at the order of the activities. Note the emphasis on text reading and 

writing.   
 
Then turn to Changes teachers might observe during lessons (p.44) in How 
children’s behaviours change during a series of individual lessons. 
 Read the description of each activity 
 Look mainly at the behaviours at the early stages to get a sense of the kinds of 

things children learn to do.  (Return to this section regularly). 
 
Gradually introduce each of the activities into the lesson.  
 

Lesson records 
 

You need to begin to use lesson records from the start of instruction. Carefully 
read the paragraph on p.35 in Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals.  Use the 
Daily lesson record sheet (p. 222). Make a start by jotting down what you can. You 
will get better at it the more you do it. Note though, that teaching has priority. 
During the lesson try to record enough of the child’s behaviour, and your teaching 
decisions, to allow you to fill it in the record afterwards. Remember to use the 
comment column to evaluate your teaching decisions after every lesson. 
 

Inservice sessions 
 

When it is your turn to bring in a child to a session obtain permission from the 
School Principal, AP/DP and parents, making suitable arrangements for transport. 
A parent or staff member may be able to take the child to and from the centre or 
you can bring the child with you and have them stay (supervised) until the end of 
the session. 
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