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Rationale 
 

Marie Clay describes writing as a process involving language, composing, as 
well as visual information, sound sequence information, word knowledge, and 
motor control over the production of symbols and sequences. 
 
The observation tasks used to assess writing in An Observation Survey of 
Early Literacy Achievement (Clay, 2019), examine progress in two important 
aspects; Writing Vocabulary and Hearing and Recording Sounds in Words 
(sound analysis). There are no observation tasks for early story writing. 
 
Additional information about what a child can do when constructing a written 
message can be captured by using the Rating technique for early writing, 
described in An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (p.103). 
What children are producing when writing in the classroom, provides additional 
information about their strengths in this area. 
 

Task  
 

Collect examples of writing by following the procedure outlined in An 
Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (p.103).   
 
In-training teachers  
Gather samples: to add to the two Observation Surveys of children making 
good progress, and for each child identified for Reading Recovery.  
Trained teachers  
Gather samples for each new child entering Reading Recovery. 

 
Procedure 
 

As indicated on p.103, collect at least three samples of classroom writing 
over different days. (Try to get independent writing, but if it is assisted, just 
note this.) Look closely at the writing thinking about what the learner can do.  
Then, rate the attempts according to the table on p.103. Under Other Tasks 
at the end of side one of the Observation Survey Summary Sheet add 
comments about the writing. (Attach all samples to the back of the 
Observation Survey material.) 
 
Draw on this information when you are writing up the side two of the 
Observation Survey Summary Sheet under the sections useful and problem 
strategic activity (processing) on text, and with words and letters.  
As well, talk with the classroom teacher about the writing of each child 
entering Reading Recovery.  
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