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You have already started to think about children using a set of strategic activities ‘in 
their head’ (processing) when they are working with texts, as described in An 
Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (Clay, 2019). 

 
The term literacy processing is used for mental activities initiated by the child to 
problem-solve the puzzle of getting the messages from a text, or putting messages 
into texts (p.34).  

 
An increasing understanding of strategic activity/processing is important in your 
individual work with children.  

  
The goal of the teaching is to assist the child to construct effective networks in his or 
her brain for linking up all the strategic activity that will be needed to work on texts, not 
merely to accumulate items of knowledge.  Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 
2nd ed. (p.41). 

 
The brain’s activities are complex.  There is a massive range of things that the brain is 
doing.  

 
… most of the time our active search [for solutions] is a fast reaction in our brain that 
appears to be automatic and is rarely conscious. The terms literacy processing and 
strategic activities describe this fast brainwork.  These terms refer to electrical 
impulses that race around the neural networks as we read without us consciously 
directing them.  Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, 2nd ed. (p.128). 

 
 There are some processing activities we can infer from observation and can 

therefore discuss such as; self-monitoring, searching for and using information, self-
correcting. (There are many others that we cannot.) 

 
 Over time, a flexible control of processing activity has to develop, demonstrated by 

the ability to reach out effectively to new, instructional texts at higher levels in 
reading, and to compose and write longer and more complex sentences in writing. 

 
 The child needs to become constructive, engaging in extensive problem solving.  

 
Read 

 
Finding and using the information in print: developing the brain’s activity on text 

(p.127), and Ways of solving words for writing (p.86) Literacy Lessons Designed for 
Individuals, 2nd ed.  

 
Your lesson records should have reference to the strategic activity/ processing 
observed from behaviour, to those you are prompting for on new text, and to the ways 
of solving words occurring in writing. 
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