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Reading Recovery Inservice Course 
 
 Assessment: Session 3 
 
Teacher Guidesheet 

 
 

Summarising the Observation Survey Results 
 

The Observation Survey Summary Sheet is used to bring all the results of the 
Observation Survey together. The task is to summarise the information from the 
tasks on side one of the Observation Survey Summary Sheet and analyse the 
child’s useful and problem strategic activity (processing) on side two. 
 

Text 
 

Thoroughly familiarise yourself with Summarising the Observation Survey results, 
in An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, (pp.128-139). 
 

Learning to summarise and analyse 
 

Complete both sides of the Observation Survey Summary Sheet for the two 
children making good progress that you have been collecting information on. 
 

1. Transfer the detail from the Running Records you obtained at the three levels, 
the analysis of information used and neglected and the statements about how 
the reading sounded (p.129) for each. Then record and summarise the rest of 
the observation task results. 

 
2. Complete the second side of the Observation Survey Summary Sheet 

(Reading) under useful and problem strategic activity on text, with words, and 
with letters (p.129). Use pp.133-135 to guide you. 
 

3. Then complete the summary statement. Try to encapsulate the total picture of 
the child’s present characteristics as a reader and writer as described below.  
• Begin by stating the instructional text level. 
• Using only the evidence which you have been reporting describe in a few 

lines the child’s current ways of responding.  
• Point out what he can and cannot do on text reading. Characterise clearly 

the processing on the instructional level.  
• Indicate how the ways in which he works at the word and letter levels help 

or hinder his getting messages in reading and solving how to record words 
in writing (p.136). 

 
For next session 

 
Please hand in these two practice Observation Survey Summary Sheets with all 
the data from the Running Records and other tasks at the next session.  Some 
suggestions will be offered on these practice summaries to provide guidance for 
writing Observation Survey Summaries on the children identified for Reading 
Recovery. 
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