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Reading Recovery Inservice Course 
 

Assessment: Session 2 
 
Teacher Guidesheet 

 
 

Observation task: Running Records 
Running Records of reading continuous texts are the most important of all the 
observation tasks for assessing text reading. 
 

Practising the task 
 
Continue to use your Reading Recovery release time to practise observing reading 
behaviour by taking records of children reading their current classroom books. Use 
the two children making good progress you worked with previously. See: Taking 
records of reading continuous text: An Observation Survey of Early Literacy 
Achievement, pp.51-81 
 
In this session on Running Records we will look in detail at the administration and 
interpretation of records of book reading. In particular: 
Conventions for recording pp.60-63 
Scoring the records pp.66-68 
Interpreting the Running Record pp.72-76 
Three levels of text difficulty pp.58-59 
 

Taking a Running Record 
 
• Practise taking Running Records on a number of children, calculating the error 

ratio, accuracy rate and self-correction ratio and finding the text difficulty level, 
then  

• Observe the reading behaviour of the two children you already have observation 
data on. Now you are identifying the appropriate level for learning on the child’s 
instructional level. The instructional text is obtained by finding the highest level 
text read with 90% or above accuracy (p.58). 
As a guide, start by taking a record on the book he or she is currently reading 
in class, a seen text, (100 - 150 running words approximately). Depending on 
the outcome, either take a record on books from recent instruction or move to 
a slightly more difficult text. Select further texts to obtain three levels of 
difficulty.  

Easy 95% - 100% accuracy 
Instructional 90% - 94%   accuracy 
Hard 80% - 89%   accuracy (needed to identify highest level 

text read with 90% accuracy or 
above) 

 Note: You will need to move to unseen text if the child can read all seen texts 
with 90% accuracy or above.  
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Analysing a Running Record 
 
For every occurrence of error behaviour or self-correction try to work out whether 
the child was using information from: 
• the meaning of the messages  
•   the structure of the sentence  
• the print (visual information) (p.72) 

 
To explain the error, consider what led to the behaviour up to the point at which 
the error occurred. To explain self-correction, consider what led the child to 
spontaneously correct the error. (See An Observation Survey of Early Literacy 
Achievement, p.73). 
 

Completing the Record Sheet 
 

  
RUNNING RECORD SHEET 

Name  Richee Date  15/11/20 D. of B.  5/11/14 Age  6 yrs 0 mths 

School   Mountford Recorder  CB  

 
Text Titles Errors 

Running 
Words 

Error  
Ratio 

Accuracy  
Rate 

Self-
correction 
Ratio 

    Easy                           1:            % 1:    
 

5  Instructional Hannah’s Bike (RtR) (s) 
 

          10  
         133 

 
1: 13              

 
     92 % 

 
1: 3             

    Hard                                1:                    % 1:    
 
Always record: 
 
 R.R. book level e.g.   5 
 Book title e.g. Hannah’s Bike 
 Series/author e.g. (RtR) 
 seen or unseen e.g. (s) 
 

 
For the next session 

 
Bring two sets of completed task records to the next session for discussion and to 
prepare for summarising the Observation Survey results. 
 
Arrange for the school to copy task sheets, and purchase pads.  
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