
Heritage Caledon Walking Tour Series 

Bolton Tour – Humber River Loop 

 
Please respect private property 

Last Updated: June 2, 2022. 
 

  



Indigenous Peoples have unique and enduring relationships with the land.                                                                               
Indigenous Peoples have lived on and cared for this land throughout the ages. We acknowledge this and we recognize the 
significance of the land on which we gather and call home.                                                                                                                        
We acknowledge the traditional Territory of the Huron-Wendat and Haudenosaunee peoples, and the Anishnabek of the 
Williams Treaties.                                                                                                                                                                                                
This land is part of the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Credit First Nation.                                                                                          
We honour and respect Indigenous heritage and the long-lasting history of the land and strive to protect the land, water, plants 
and animals that have inhabited this land for the generations yet to come.     

 
1 

 

Queen at Mill Street Patio Area  
This tour is a loop that follows the stretch of the Humber River 
running through Bolton Mill Park and then continues, south of the 
river, noting points between Humber Lea Road and Queen Street N.   
DIRECTIONS: Walk north across the Queen Street bridge over the 
Humber River. Stairs to the Congregational Cemetery cairn are set 
into the hillside just beyond the entrance into Bolton Mill Park.   

   
2 

 

107 Queen Street North     Congregational Cemetery          circa 1842 
This cairn sits on land that was donated to the Congregational 
Church, by George Bolton, around 1842.  The church building was 
taken down around 1910 and those remaining headstones from the 
adjacent cemetery were subsequently placed in this cairn.   
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‘Part of our Heritage’ Visible Art                                  Warbrick House 
This photo was taken around 1938.  The house was built by tannery 
owner James Warbrick around 1848 and looked across the mill 
pond.  By the mid-1890s, running water was being piped to the 
house from a spring further up the hill.  It was demolished around 
1990 and replaced by a condominium townhouse development.  
This is one of eight such art installations at traffic signals in Bolton.   
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Bolton Mill Park 
British immigrant George Bolton purchased this land in 1821, 
becoming the first settler in this part of the Humber River valley.  His 
flour mill, built at the bend in Mill Street, was the catalyst for our 
riverside community.  The Rotary Club of Bolton helped to create 
this park in the mid-1970s.  The path through it is now part of the 
Humber Valley Heritage Trail system developed by volunteers.     
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Former Tannery Site  
The tannery, started around 1839 by Richard Paxman, sat where  
today’s wooden post fence ends. George Bolton encouraged skilled 
workers to set up shop, allowing them to pay for their land as they 
worked. The plentiful supply of nearby hemlock trees provided a 
source of bark used in the tanning process to convert raw animal 
hides into leather. James Warbrick purchased the business in 1848 
and it continued into the 1880s, operated by his son Joseph.   
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Early Dam Across Humber River 
In 1822, George Bolton dammed the Humber at the point where 
shallow rapids are still visible.  He then started building a flour mill 
on the south bank, below the dam.  The wooden dam washed out 
several times before it was destroyed by a major flood in 1912.  The 
berm on the south bank, in place since 1912, was upgraded and 
widened in 2021 to withstand a 500-year flood event.  The dam 
position is commemorated by a large boulder.   
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Natural Spring and Wetland 
The wetland on either side of a culvert under the path has formed 
because of runoff from a natural spring, midway up the north hill.  
Beginning around 1893, the spring was used to provide running 
water, via gravity flow, to the mill owner’s house and mill cottage, 
both situated on the south side of the river.  A pipe ran from the 
spring, under the river, to attic holding tanks in those buildings.   
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Valley Wall and 1846 Millrace 
Between 1845 and 1846, James Bolton Jr., by then owner of the mill, 
created a large mill race at the base of the valley wall to power his 
new mill which was being built further downstream.  The 
undertaking, done entirely by hand, included tunneling through the 
hillside.  Around 1970, a north hill developer filled in the mill race 
using soil from basement excavations of new homes. 

   
9  McFall Mill Dam 1912 and the later Fishway 
 

 

Concrete Dam                                                                               built 1912 
Arthur McFall built this large concrete dam well downstream from 
the location of the wooden dam that washed out during a major 
flood in April 1912.  The mill pond behind the dam was the power 
source for the grist mill which, since 1846, had been located just 
east of what is now Humber Lea Road.  Note the denuded hills.    
 

 

 

McFall Dam and Fishway Plaque                                      placed in 2000 
In 2000, the TRCA notched the spillway of the McFall Dam to create 
a fishway.  The spillway is the last remaining remnant of the water-
powered milling industry from which Bolton has evolved.   
 
A nearby rock, placed in 2013, commemorates efforts of local 
volunteers and community groups to spearhead environmental 
projects, including tree planting, along the river.   
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Stand of White Pine                                                          planted in 1908 
Mill manager Ben Duffy was responsible for the planting of trees 
north of the river.  The provincial government of the day had set up 
a programme encouraging owners to reforest their denuded 
property.  Arthur McFall mentions in his diary that planting began in 
April 1908.   
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Bolton’s 1846 Mill Location 
Bolton’s early grist mill was relocated and enlarged in 1846.  It sat 
directly east across Humber Lea Road, on ground closer to the river.  
The relationship between the ground on which it sat and the river 
has been obscured by Humber Lea’s very steep incline.  The mill 
stood three stories high on a stone foundation with more than 
double the capacity of the original mill.  It was demolished in 1968. 
DIRECTIONS:  Walk south to King Street East 
As you walk down the slope, look west to view the flood control 
channel which was completed in 1983 by the TRCA.   
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‘Part of our Heritage’ Visible Art                                  Bolton Flour Mill 
This circa 1915 photo shows the Bolton Flour Mill, then owned by 
Arthur McFall, and as described in caption #11.  The mill was 
demolished in 1968 to make way for Humber Lea Road.  This is one 
of eight such art installations at traffic signals in Bolton.   
DIRECTIONS:  Go west on King Street East 
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McFall Lookout                               Parkette East of 97 King Street East                                
From this vantage point, there are excellent views towards the 
remnant concrete mill dam built in 1912 by Arthur McFall, as well as 
the downstream path of the river.  The milling of flour was Bolton’s 
key economic driver for 130 years.   
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97 King Street East          Bolton’s Oldest Residence              circa 1843    
This Regency cottage was built by James Bolton Jr., George Bolton’s 
assistant, to house seasonal mill workers, a use that continued for 
many years. In 1882, Andrew McFall added a house section and in 
1912, Arthur McFall enlarged it.  Mill manager Ben Duffy lived in the 
west half from 1900 initially at ‘$8.00/week plus house’; his widow 
Margaret remained until 1969. It was converted to single-family use 
in 1970.  McFall family members retained ownership for 140 years.   

   
15 

 

83 King Street East              Mill Owner’s House                     circa 1876   
Victorian Gothic house built using local brick by George Watson for 
John Gardhouse, Bolton’s 4th miller, merchant and village councillor.  
George Smith grained and stenciled the interior wood trim.  Around 
1893, the 5th miller, Andrew McFall, added running water by piping 
water from a north hill spring, under the river, to an attic reservoir.  
Arthur McFall inherited it and added electricity, a mill by-product.   
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75 King Street East    Edwardian Classical House   circa 1890s  
This frame house, built prior to 1897, has many features of 
Edwardian Classical style: asymmetrical floor plan, hip roof, offset 
entry, wrap around verandah. It is adjacent to the former creamery 
property.  Town Clerk Herb Elliott and his wife Myrtle lived here in 
the 1940s and 50s and were followed by Fergus and Dorothy Healey. 
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Corner of Mill Street at King Street                      former Creamery site 
Around 1911, Russian immigrant Max Dobrow started the Bolton 
Creamery, churning cream into butter, in a pre-1854 building close 
to George Bolton’s original store location.  A pipe running under the 
river from a north hill spring supplied it with running water. It 
operated until the mid-1960s and was torn down in 1967.   
DIRECTIONS:  Turn right on Mill Street.  Mill Street does not have a 
sidewalk on either side.  Watch carefully for cars and trucks.   
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Founders Park                                                 Founding of Bolton Plaque                 
Mill Street, initially little more than a wagon track, was for many 
years, the hamlet’s busiest road.  This plaque is in line with the early 
wooden dam across the Humber.  George Bolton’s flour mill sat 
about 10 metres east.  The 1912 berm, upgraded and widened in 
2021 to withstand a 500-year flood event, obscures the original 
relationship between the dam, the mill and the river.    
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Founders Park Path along south bank of Humber River       
This short trail across the riverbank leads from Founders Park to a 
patio area at Queen and Mill Streets.  From around 1822 until 1968, 
this riverbank held back the mill pond.   Look for the small set of 
rapids which indicate the location of the early wooden dam. 
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Rear of 35 Mill Street             Neoclassical Cottage                      1860s 
This frame 1½ storey cottage was owned for many years by Mr. and 
Mrs. William Bell who lived here until the 1950s. He worked at the 
adjacent foundry and later was constable / truant officer.  When the 
Humber River flooded, she moved their furniture upstairs, opened 
the doors and let the flood water flow through.   
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Rear of 23 / 25 Mill Street      Originally Plummer Foundry         1880s 
These refurbished buildings were originally part of the Plummer 
Foundry, best known for decorative cast iron fencing and lawn 
ornaments.  Fire gutted much of it in 1952; by 1969, the buildings 
were converted to office space for the Village and Bolton Hydro.   
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Patio area north of Queen Street North and Mill Street       
This patio area is now the site of Bolton’s Bicentennial plaque.  
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65 Queen Street North         Former Tavern and Inn           early 1840s 
Built on the site of Thomas Roger’s early log inn, this was blacksmith 
Elijah Harsent’s 1840s tavern and inn, acquired by blacksmith James 
Wolfe in the 1850s.  By 1890, it was Robert Elliott’s shoemaking 
shop/residence. Around 1900, painter-paperhanger John Lake made 
this his showroom. later converting it to a butcher shop.  By 1943, 
Jack Bryan had clipped the gable roofline on his new home.  The 
adjacent automotive repair is the site of Elijah’s blacksmith shop. 

   



  Other Points of Interest on the west side of Queen Street 
Walk north to the light signals at Hickman Street 
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Kiosk in Humber River Heritage Park                       
This kiosk details Bolton’s early industrial water-powered origins. It 
stands on land reclaimed from the river in the early 1960s when the 
sharp bend in the Humber River was removed by shifting it closer to 
Hickman Street to prevent ice jams under the bridge.  In 1999, the 
Humber River was designated as a Canadian Heritage River. 
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Bolton Agricultural Works Rock 
William Dick was born in Albion in 1840, apprenticed as a blacksmith 
in Kleinburg and moved to Bolton to build his first foundry in 1869.  
Over the years, his business made various agricultural implements 
and supplied local farmers with wrought and cast-iron ploughs, 
threshing machines, reapers, mowers and other equipment.   The 
River’s Edge condominium now occupies the later foundry site.     
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Ann and Samuel Sterne Plaque 
The text is available under the Visual History menu item at:  
boltonhistory.com   

 

 


