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  ABOUT ST. ALBERT HOUSING SOCIETY   
 
 
 
 

VISION 

Affordable housing for a vibrant and sustainable community. 

MISSION 

The St. Albert Housing Society provides safe, affordable housing options and services to 
individuals and families of modest means in St. Albert. 

 

PRIORITY OUTCOMES 

- People in St. Albert obtain accommodation that is safe, affordable, and suitable to their 
needs. 

 
- Housing options are located near transportation, daycare, recreation, education, and 

community services. 
 

- People have the ability to live in St. Albert close to family, friends, work, and personal 
networks. 

 
- Stable and affordable housing leads to greater opportunities, improved well-being, and 

enhanced quality of life for individuals and families. 
 

- People can move into market housing or home ownership in St. Albert. 
 
 

 

 

The St. Albert Housing Society (SAHS) was incorporated as an independent not-for-profit 
organization under the Alberta Societies Act in 2007. The SAHS is dedicated to expanding the 
capacity of affordable housing options in St. Albert. The SAHS owns rental properties rented at 
15% -20% below market rates, and provides additional rental supplements to eligible 
individuals as funding permits. Information and referral services are also provided to the 
community. 

The SAHS is funded through a combination of rental revenues, government grants, and 
donations. Friends of St. Albert Housing Society is the fundraising arm raising contributions 
from individuals, associations and businesses. 
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS   
 

St. Albert Housing Society 
 

Chair David McGreer 
Treasurer Leo Vilks 
Secretary Manny Langman 
Director Duane Clayton 
Director Mark Garrett 
Director Les Miller 
Director Gary Mitchell 
Director Malcolm Parker 
Director Kavita Sharma 
Director Ryan Sweet 
Director Kelly Wager Executive Director Doris Vandersteen 

 

Friends of St. Albert Housing Society 

Chair Gary Mitchell 
Vice Chair Ryan Sweet 
Treasurer Leo Vilks 
Secretary Manny Langman 
Director David McGreer 
Director Malcolm Parker 
Director Kavita Sharma 
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  REPORT FROM THE BOARD CHAIR   
 
 

Report to the Members assembled at the Annual General Meeting of 
the St. Albert Housing Society on June 17th, 2015. 

 

 
 

The Society focused its efforts this year on HOMEconnection, a program 
that the Society has developed to reduce the monthly cost of housing to 
individuals and families in need of financial assistance who have been 
identified as being especially vulnerable. The goal is to help them 
transition to market housing within 2 years. 

Over the course of the year the Society grew the number of individuals 
and families on this program from 3 to 11. Funding for this program comes from two sources: 
Friends of the St. Albert Housing Society and Capital Regional Housing Corporation. The 
program is indebted to the donors of our sister organization “Friends” and to the support of 
Capital Regional Housing Corporation. 

The Society was able to add two units within Big Lake Pointe to the 15 it already owns for a 
present total of 17 housing units by drawing on generous corporate donations made over the 
previous two years. HOMEconnection utilizes these units to provide housing to its program 
clients. The Society has an agreement in place with its Big Lake Pointe ownership partner to 
exchange units so that when a unit becomes vacant somewhere in the 79 unit building it can 
place its HOMEconnection clients there on a priority basis. 

The affordable housing units at Big Lake Pointe, 78 in total owned by the Society and its private 
partner Big Point Development, remained fully rented without vacancy with a long waiting list 
throughout the year. The Society fielded phone calls daily from callers looking for affordable 
housing rental accommodation in St. Albert. The Society referred callers to the rental office at 
Big Lake Pointe, Capital Regional Housing Corporation, City councillors, their MLA and their MP. 
The demand and need for affordable housing in St. Albert far outstrips the supply. 

The Society’s ability to add much needed affordable rental units in St. Albert remains 
constrained by the fact that it has no land bank, the City has no land itself to develop for 
housing and has its own land needs that have to be met. 

Prioritizing, funding and ensuring the effective delivery of affordable housing continues to 
prove to be an ongoing challenge for the federal government, the province, municipalities and 
local housing agencies. As the province implements a new framework for financing affordable 
housing, the Society will continue to work with the Province, the City and with the available 
community resources to increase affordable housing options in St. Albert. 



I wish to thank City Council and Administration for their support over the past year. We rely 
heavily on the operating grant that the City provides. The support we receive from individual 
councillors, both past and present, as well as key administrative personnel at our annual 
fundraising breakfast goes well beyond civic duty. 

I wish to thank all our Board Members for their many contributions and support over the year. 

In particular, I would like to thank Doris Vandersteen who retired this year after 7 years as our 
Executive Director. Many people, when they think of the St. Albert Housing Society, think of 
Doris. Over the years the two became synonymous. Certainly, no one more than Doris is 
responsible for the success that the Society has attained since its beginning. On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, I wish all the best to her in her retirement. 

David McGreer 
 

 

  AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS   
 
 

St. Albert Housing Society provides safe and affordable housing for individuals and families. In 
partnership with Big Lake Developments, the Province of Alberta and the City of St. Albert, 
St. Albert Housing Society was instrumental in the development of a 118 unit mixed 
market/affordable rental apartment complex: Big Lake Pointe. 

 
St. Albert Housing Society owns 17 mortgage free units in the Big Lake Pointe complex, 
including several barrier-free units to accommodate individuals with exceptional needs. Rents 
are currently a minimum of 15% below market rate, and units have been fully occupied since 
Big lake Pointe opened in 2013. 

 
Our tenants are primarily single 
parents on limited income, 
families moving from domestic 
violence situations, families with 
inconsistent employment, or 
student-parents who are 
upgrading/advancing their 
education. 

 
Revenues generated from rental 
income is intended to support 
financing additional affordable 
housing options in the future. 
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  HOMEConnection PROGRAM   
 
 

The St. Albert Housing Society also operates the HOMEConnection Program. HOMEConnection 
is a two-year program geared to individuals and families in transition to more stable housing 
circumstances. The HOMEConnection Program is made possible entirely from donations and 
fundraising. 

Participants are provided a monthly rental supplement for up to two-years while working with a 
local service agency to develop a housing and sustainability plan. Developing a housing plan and 
connecting with community supports are crucial elements in participants achieving 
independence, enhancing their circumstances, and sustaining long-term results. 

 
About the HOMEConnection Program: 

- 2014 was the first year of the 
HOMEConnection Program with 11 
participants. 

 
- 100% of participants are parents, and 67% 

have children under 5 years of age. 
 

- 100% of our HOMEConnection participants 
earn less than $30,000 per year. 

 
- 50% of program participants have moved 

from domestic violence situations. 
 

- 55% of participants receive income through Alberta Income Support * while they work on 
their sustainability plan. Over 18% of participants are employed full-time. 

 
- Already, two participants have graduated from the HOMEConnection Program. One 

participant was accepted in a local Housing Co-operative, and the other participant 
obtained greater employment and is able to sustain rental payments independently. 

 
“HOMEConnection has changed my life in all sorts of ways… 

I’m able to finish my schooling in a stress-free environment, in a good community, 
and my daughter is going to a nice school with good friends. 

[St. Albert Housing Society] has allowed me to provide for my daughter in the way I want 
and give her a safe and stable environment to grow up in.” 

- Current HOMEConnection participant 
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  EVENTS – HOMEstyle BREAKFAST   
 
 

The HOMEstyle Breakfast is the St. Albert Housing Society’s signature event to raise funds for 
the HOMEConnection program.  In 2014, 270 people attended and over $14,000 was raised. 
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  2014 FINANCIAL REPORTS   
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Investments in the St. Albert Housing Society strengthens St. Albert’s community through safe 
and affordable living options.   

We are deeply grateful for the financial contributions from our donors and event sponsors.   
Your belief in the St. Albert Housing Society fuels the work we do in helping people meet their 
basic needs and have a better life. 

We also value and appreciate the contributions from our volunteers, community partners and 
our municipal government.    Together we are improving lives in St. Albert, and we look forward 
to reaching more people through ongoing collaboration.  

A special thank-you to: 

• Big Lake Developments & Premium Rentals 

• Capital Regional Housing Corporation 

• City of St. Albert  

• SAIF Society 

• St. Albert Community Village  

• St. Albert Family Resource Centre 

• St. Albert Salvation Army  

 

THANK YOU 
 

 

 

 


	Annual Report 2014 (2)
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	VISION
	MISSION

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	St. Albert Housing Society
	Friends of St. Albert Housing Society

	REPORT FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS
	HOMEConnection PROGRAM
	EVENTS – HOMEstyle BREAKFAST
	2014 FINANCIAL REPORTS

	SAHS 2014 Fin Statements
	Friends of SAHS - 2014 FIN Stmts signed
	Thank you page

