
	

 
Summary of Review 
Rockport reviewed all data provided by Bay Photographic Works to ensure accuracy as 
reported by the US Census. The data tables reviewed included the population counts of 
individuals by race from 1790 through 2020.  We were able to validate most of the 
population data with a few exceptions, which have been noted in the accompanying 
spreadsheet, primarily certain data from 1970 and 1980. Hard copies of that data for 
those decades are in temporary storage as a result of Census moving to a new location, 
and digital copies have not been found, requiring that we wait until 2023 to be certain 
these numbers are completely correct. Further, while the data are reflective of reported 
totals, there are a few caveats around measurement changes over time summarized 
below. 
 
How the U.S. Census classifies individuals by race:  

In 1790, the U.S. Census classed residents as free white people, all other free persons, 
and enslaved people. In 1850, free persons were listed individually instead of by family, 
and there were two questionnaires: one for free inhabitants and one for enslaved 
persons. Enslaved persons were listed by owner, not individually. In 1870 after the Civil 
War, the census questionnaire was redesigned to account for the end of slavery.  From 
1870 through the 1990 census, the bureau captured races as ‘white’, ‘black’ or ‘other’. 
 
In 2000, the Census officially recognized six racial categories including: ‘white alone’, 
‘black/African American alone’, ‘American Indian or Alaska native alone’, ‘Asian alone’, 
‘native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander alone’, ‘people of two or more races’. In 
2020, the Census changed how they captured and coded information for race and 
Hispanic origin, but the six racial categories remained. Because of these changes, the 
data on race prior to the 2000 census is not directly comparable to data collected in 
2000 and later. 
 
It’s important to note that the U.S. Census does not consider “Hispanic” a race, rather an 
ethnicity. In 1980, the question asked if this person was of Spanish/Hispanic origin or 
decent.  In 2010, the Census made a change to more clearly distinguish Spanish as an 
ethnicity and not a race.  People who identify as Hispanic are also asked to identify a 
race, so the number of Hispanics are not additive to the numbers captured in the race 
question. While the numbers of Hispanics in Talbot County are reported in the 
spreadsheet starting in 1980, they are not included in the totals, which are the sum of 
white, enslaved, free colored, and other races. 
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Note: Changes that are noted in comments in the 02-Representation of African Americans in Talbot 
County, MD from 1790 to 2020 spreadsheet were also confirmed by Dr. Sharon Tosi Lacey, Chief 
Historian, Public Information Office, U.S. Census Bureau [303-763-9573 
sharon.a.tosi.lacey@census.gov 


