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Research Questions 

 

“Research work is needed for a maritime history project documenting commercial services on 

the Choptank River in Maryland during the early nineteenth century. Specifically, we need to 

determine whether regular passenger and cargo runs were being conducted between 

Baltimore, Annapolis, and ports along the Choptank River in the 1820’s and 1830’s by 

sail powered watercraft. We have found documentation of steam powered services but not 

sail. See, for example, Steamboats Out of Baltimore by Burgess and Wood. We would like to 

determine whether watercraft powered by sail worked up and down the Choptank as far as 

Denton and Greensboro and, if so, what the regular stops might have been. For example, were 

stops made at Oxford, Easton Point, Cambridge, Dover, and Kingston Landing on a regularly 

scheduled basis as well as points further upriver? In addition, we would like to determine 

whether such sailing craft included regular stops at ports along Tuckahoe Creek which feeds 

into the Choptank and, if so, which ports were used. Available online resources might include 

newspapers.com and publications of the Maryland Center for History and Culture. We would 

imagine that there must have been publication of advertisements in the Baltimore and Eastern 

Shore papers, and we are looking for someone willing to explore what might be available.” 

 

“One biographer writes that when Douglass awoke that morning on the Wildcat, “the schooner 

was far up the Choptank, near the mouth of Tuckahoe Creek.” I would like to see whether there 

are answers to the following questions: (1) Did the Wildcat make a regular run up and down 

the Choptank River from Baltimore and keep a regular schedule doing so? (2) If so, was 

the route the Wildcat took on these runs confined to the Choptank River, or did it sail up 

Tuckahoe Creek? (3) What were the likely places that Douglass would have left the 

Wildcat to come ashore? For example, Kingston Landing on the Choptank? A landing 

closer to the mouth of Tuckahoe Creek and, if so, what was its name? Did the Wildcat 

sail up the Tuckahoe and, if so, how far did she go? I assume that by researching 

newspapers published in papers on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and in Baltimore in the 

1820s that there are likely to have been advertisements for the Wildcat and similar boats 

making regular runs up and down the Choptank. There may also be books regarding shipping 

on the Chesapeake Bay where the Wildcat is mentioned though I haven't found any.” 

 



Results 

 

Yes, sail-powered vessels made regular cargo and passenger runs between Baltimore, 

Annapolis and ports along the Choptank River in the 1820s. 

 

Captain Thomas Roe was employed by the owner of the Schooner Jane and Mary, sailing 

weekly between Easton-Point and Baltimore in the Summer of 1826. It is likely that 

Douglass traveled on this vessel. 

Research Process  

 

I began the research process by compiling a list of all the newspapers printed in Maryland in the 

1820s, using the U.S. Newspaper Directory created by the Library of Congress. [1].  I then 

searched a number of newspapers by keyword, using three online collections: 

Readex America’s Historical Newspapers, Chronicling America from the Library of Congress, 

and Newspapers.com. America’s Historical Newspapers had the best coverage, so I 

concentrated my efforts on this database.  

 

A full listing of all newspapers searched and skimmed is located in Appendix - 

Newspaper Research Log. 

 

I used these terms for searching: Wild Cat, Wildcat, Schooner, Schooner Packet, Packet Boat, 

Choptank, Tred Avon, Easton, Rowe, Row. Once I had located the  names of various vessels 

such as Jane and Mary, and Edward Lloyd, and the spelling of Thomas Roe, I also used those 

terms.  

 

Once I had exhausted search possibilities in full-text databases, I attempted to locate more 

papers online. Following a very useful listing of Maryland papers  [2] I located a few more 

Maryland papers that have been digitized by the Maryland State Archives. Unfortunately these 

papers have not been processed in a way that makes them full-text searchable, so I skimmed 

these sources “the old fashioned way” to locate relevant references to schooners, packets, 

Easton, etc. 

 

Alternating with this newspaper research, I searched within two databases of digitized published 

material. Hathi Trust, at hathitrust.org, contains primarily digitized books - it is the digital 

preservation arm of the Google Books project. Internet Archive, at archive.org, contains books, 

newspapers, journals, and other materials. 

 

I also searched the catalogs of the Maryland State Archives, the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 

Museum and the National Archives and Records Administration. I was not expecting to find 

many digitized archival documents with direct relevance to the question, but I have found that 

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/pbmK
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/BhYI


descriptions of archival collections often provide very useful and well-researched contextual 

information. 

 

I also searched for articles in academic journals using the database Academic Search Premier, 

as well as various strategies in Google. I performed several general searches in Google for 

various topics as they arose. I consulted the catalog of Douglass’s own personal library which 

has been made available by the National Park Service at LibraryThing.org. 

 

Finally, I used library catalogs to track down both electronic books and physical books. 

WorldCat.org provides a way to search the catalogs of hundreds of libraries worldwide at one 

time, and the catalogs of my local public and academic library were also useful. 

Detailed Results by Topic 

 

Schooner Jane and Mary 

The first advertisement (pictured left) found for the Schooner Jane and Mary appeared in the 

Easton Gazette on September 13, 1819. At that date, the vessel was owned by Clement 

Vickars, who had recently begun commanding his new steamboat, the  Maryland, to Baltimore. 



Captain John Beckwith had 

command of the Jane & 

Mary, and Thomas Parrott 

acted as Vickars’ clerk.[3]  

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/uI7Y


 

By September 1821, Vickars 

had formed a partnership with 

Captain John Beckwith (see 

left). [4] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/gTx1


A further advertisement 

(pictured left) for the 

vessel appeared 

February 12, 1825. Note 

that the new owner, 

Bennett Tomlinson, 

advertises that “he has 

employed Captain 

Thomas Roe to sail  the 

schooner, who is a 

sober, careful and skilful 

commander”. [5]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/KUPt


From February to December 1826, the Jane and Mary was advertised weekly in the Easton 

Gazette.  

 

Roe was not listed as the captain of the 

vessel from February to late July, and the 

ownership had passed to Spencer Coburn, 

who employed Thomas Parrott as clerk. 

The advertisement pictured left was run 

weekly from February to late July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

From early August to December of 1826, 

Thomas Roe was once again sailing the 

Jane and Mary. The following 

advertisement was run weekly (pictured at 

left): “The subscriber takes this method of 

informing his friends and the public 

generally, that he has taken on shares 

from Mr. Bennet Tomlinson, the schooner 

Jane & Mary, now in complete order, 

having been thoroughly overhauled and 

her cabin made larger for the 

accomodation of passengers and intends 

running her as a REGULAR PACKET & 

GRAIN BOAT, between Easton-Point and 

Baltimore. He intends leaving Easton-

Point for Baltimore every SUNDAY and 

Baltimore every WEDNESDAY for Easton-

Point, and continue to run the same days, 

during the season, leaving each place at 

NINE o’clock in the morning. He has also 

taken the Granary and Wharf of Mrs. 

Vickars, which is in complete order for the 

reception of Grain: he has employed Capt. 

Thomas Roe, who is well acquainted with 

the business and in whom every 

confidence can be placed. He therefore 

solicits a share of public patronage, and 

assures the public that nothing on his part 

shall be wanting to give general 

satisfaction.  

 He intends when necessary, to 

consign the Grain entrusted to him for sale 

to James Barroll, Esq. of Baltimore, and 

shall devote his own time and attention to 

receiving freights and settling the business 

at his office at Easton Point or at the Drug Store of Moore & Kellie, in Easton, every Saturday. 

THOMAS PARROTT. July 29.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The latest advertisement I was able to 

locate for the Jane & Mary (left) appeared 

on November 2, 1829 in the Easton 

Gazette.[6]  

  

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/giq8


Captain Rowe/Roe 

You provided me with an excerpt from the 2016 critical edition of the Narrative [[7] which 

included a note stating that “Captain Joseph H. Rowe lived in Baltimore on Market Street south 

of Bank Street from at least 1831 through 1836. Based on genealogical experience, I suspected 

this information came from a city directory. I therefore searched for digitized copies of Baltimore 

city directories, using a research guide from the University of Maryland [[8]. 

 

I located references to Captain Joseph H. Rowe living at the location listed in the note above in 

several directories [[9], [10], [11].   Joseph H. Rowe does not appear in the 1822 and 1823 

directory [[12]. I was not able to find directories for 18240-1830 online. 

 

I also searched for information about Captain Rowe in a few other sources. A search of the 

Hathi Trust database for references to the Captain was not fruitful, although the Hathi Trust 

collection does include many digitized shipping lists and related sources.  I located a reference 

to a Captain [George] Rowe who attended the church on Deal’s Island [[13], but this was a dead 

end. 

 

In an article in the Charleston Mercury, October 20, 1834, “Joseph H. Rowe” is listed as the pilot 

of the brig Brazen of Baltimore. Lewis Raines is listed as the captain of that vessel in the article, 

which describes how the vessel was wrecked when bound for Kingston, Jamaica. Joseph H. 

Rowe was saved.  This reference indicates that, at least in 1834, Captain Joseph H. Rowe of 

Baltimore was involved in the Jamaica trade, not piloting a passenger schooner on the Eastern 

Shore. 

 

I also looked for genealogical sources that might shed light on Captain Joseph Rowe and his 

activities. Marriage records [[14] show that he married Sarah Jane Halfpenny in 1824, while 

shipping records indicate a J.R. Rewe arrived in Baltimore in 1822 aboard the “Lucy.” 

 

Who then was Captain Rowe? The advertisement for the Schooner Jane and Mary, appearing 

in Easton papers throughout the summer of 1826, notes that the boat’s owner, Thomas Parrott: 

“has employed Capt. Thomas Roe, who is well acquainted with the business and in whom every 

confidence can be placed.”  Given this evidence, and the lack of evidence directly connecting 

Joseph H. Rowe with the Easton-Baltimore route, I argue that Thomas Roe is likely to have 

been the “Captain Rowe” of the Narrative, not Joseph H. Rowe as indicated by McKivigan, 

Hinks and Kaufman. 

 

I therefore pursued some additional research to find more information about Captain Thomas 

Roe. Although there are various discussions in genealogical forums about various individuals of 

the name (for example [15]), I was unable to pinpoint the exact person and the line of research 

appeared to hold little potential reward. 

 

Newspaper searching for more information about Thomas Roe was more fruitful. It is interesting 

to note that both the advertisement from 1825 for the Jane and Mary and the advertisements 

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/1aQW
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/uI9a
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/arJ3
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/m6QN
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/2OcF
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/dHyF
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/kj9x
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/tPZu
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/x5D4


from 1826 for the vessel emphasize Roe’s skill, competence and trustworthiness. I believe that 

the owners of the vessel emphasized these characteristics because they feared that 

passengers would not trust Roe, due to the fact that he was released from debtor’s prison in 

February 15, 1825 [16]. Although the notice of his release was printed in the Easton Gazette for 

three weeks beginning on July 30, 1825, it is actually dated February 15, 3 days after the first 

advertisement placed by Bennett Tomlinson listing Roe as captain, suggesting that Tomlinson 

helped Roe pay his debts. Roe seems to have had other financial trouble in his past, including 

petitions for his rightful inheritance [17,18] and having trouble paying his rent, leading his 

landlord to advertise his farm [19]. He appears to have died by 1827 - one of his heirs (his son?) 

was named Parrott, suggesting that he and Thomas Parrott, the vessel’s owner, were longtime 

friends [17]. 

 

Other Passenger Sailing Vessels on the Eastern Shore in the 

1820s 

 

Through this research, I located references to the following vessels: 

 

 

Name of 
Vessel 

Type of 
Vessel 

Route Captain 
and/or Owner 

Years active 
(approx) 

References  

Edward Lloyd Sloop Baltimore-
Easton Point 

Edward Auld Mid 1820s [20–27] 

Gen 
Lafayette 

Schooner Not known Not known Not known [28–30] 

The 
Messenger 

Packet Not known Clement 
Vickars 

Around 1815 [31], [32], p. 
181) 

General P. 
Benson 

Sloop Not known Clement 
Vickars 

1816-1822 [31] [33] 

Nancy and 
Jane 

Schooner Centreville- 
Baltimore 

Not known 1820s [31] 

Felicity Schooner Annapolis-
Baltimore 

Not known 1826-? [34] 

Mary and 
Martha 

Schooner Not known Col. Perry 
Spencer 

Sold 1822 [35] 

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/89g7
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/19aA+zTUD
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/tBJc
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/19aA
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/LFHH+USKN+Hn4n+A9b2+2h8D+OYNf+G4gN+r6pF
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/rBAm+PlY0+yvkG
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/C73w
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/C73w
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/ByBs
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/C73w
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/HzXl
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John 
Rodgers 

Schooner Not known John Barber Sold 1826 [36] 

Routes and Schedules of Passenger Sailing Vessels on the 

Eastern Shore 

In A History of Talbot County  [32] we find the following references to passenger “packets” in 

Talbot County, providing information about the usual routes and schedules  of these vessels. 

 

On March 25th, 1762, a notice in the Maryland Gazette described a plan for a new packet boat, 

to run from “Choptank to Annapolis weekly in summer and once every fortnight in winter, unless 

unavoidably hindered by frosts or tempests. . . At Cambridge on Mondays, which she leaves in  

the afternoon and proceeds to Oxford; from whence she sails to Annapolis on the Wednesday 

morning following and leaves Annapolis for Oxford on Friday morning . . . Whoever subscribes 

20 shillings a year towards the support  of the packet may cross the bay in her as often as they 

please, without further expense, except the supplying themselves with provisions.” (quoted in 

[32]p. 361) 

 

“Captain Clement Vickers was born in . . .1773. For Many years he commanded packets sailing 

off Third Haven, from Easton Point. Later he was the first captain on the steamboat Maryland . . 

. He was in this position at his death, August 17, 1825.” [[32] p. 165, n23) 

 

“None of the [captains sailing on the Chesapeake during the War of 1812 was] bolder and more 

enterprising than Captain Clement Vickars, of the sloop Messenger, a packet sailing weekly 

between Easton Point and Baltimore.” [[32] p. 181) 

 

Packets passed through Oxford weekly on their way to Baltimore in the 18-teens until the arrival 

of the first steamer, the steamer Maryland [[32] p. 364) 

 

When General Lafayette visited Baltimore in 1824, “large numbers of [residents of Talbot 

County] visited the city of Baltimore during his stay, and made up a portion of the throng that 

saluted him in his progress through the streets of the joyous city” The Steamer Maryland  then 

new, under the command of Capt. Clement Vickers, and the various sailing packets, were 

employed in conveying those citizens who were anxious to gratify a laudable curiosity and 

indulge a pleasing sentiment, to and from the city, and many took their children with them that 

they  might have it to say in after years their eyes had rested on the unselfish benefactor of their 

country, that they might witnesss with what acclaim freemen could reward this champion of civil 

liberty throughout the world.” [[32] p. 199) 

 

The Port Street Small Area Plan created in 2017 by the Town of Easton includes a detailed 

timeline of activities at the port, noting that a regular passenger line from Easton to Baltimore 

was established in 1795. [37] 

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/ODNA
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/IlPB
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/5JrJ


 

Don Barker’s digital map of historic river landings and other landmarks on the Choptank and 

Tuckahoe [38]; [39] may also be of interest. The locations on this map are compiled from a 

number of sources, including the two volumes of Choptank and Tuckahoe Cultural Heritage 

inventories created by the the Old Harford Maritime Town Center, funded by the Maryland 

Historical Trust [[40,41] 

 

Schooner with Name Wild Cat  

 

Although it seems clear that the name of the vessel taken by Douglass was not in fact the Wild 

Cat, I will note that I did locate two vessels with the name Wild Cat. The first was a US Navy 

schooner sailing out of Baltimore and active in fighting pirate vessels in the Carribean, which 

was wrecked off the coast of Florida in September 1824. This vessel received fairly extensive 

press coverage after the wreck. [42–46]. It also became an item of news again in 1836 when the 

widows and orphans of the seaman who perished petition Congress for pensions [47]. Although 

the 1836 Congressional Papers are not listed in the catalog of Douglass’s personal library, there 

are several other volumes of the Congressional Papers in his library collection, [48] so perhaps 

(a big maybe!) Douglass was aware of this petition. It is also possible he heard about the vessel 

through conversation either as a child or adult, or through newspaper reading. 

 

There was also a slave ship called the Wild Cat  which sailed from New Orleans to Charleston 

carrying six slaves in 1836.[49]. As you mentioned, it was a fairly common name for sailing 

vessels. 

 

The pirate connection does intrigue me given that in the Narrative, Douglass also compares 

slave traders to pirates [50] and says of his master Hugh Auld’s power over his labor:  

 “I was compelled to deliver every cent of that money to Master Hugh. And why? Not 

because he earned it,--not because he had any hand in earning it,-- not because I owed it to 

him,--nor because he possessed the slightest shadow of a right to it; but solely because he had 

the power to compel me to give it up. The right of the grim-visaged pirate upon the high seas is 

exactly the same.” [50].  

 

When Douglass arrives in New York, he writes of himself thus: 

 

“I have been frequently asked how I felt when I found myself in a free State. I have never been 

able to answer the question with any satisfaction to myself. It was a moment of the highest 

excitement I ever experienced. I suppose I felt as one may imagine the unarmed mariner to feel 

when he is rescued by a friendly man-of-war from the pursuit of a pirate.” [50] 

 

I wonder whether Douglass chose intentionally to give the name Wild Cat to the vessel with 

knowledge of either the pirate-fighting ship, the slave ship, or both. It seems unlikely that we 

could understand his decision-making more definitively, but if we could, we might understand 
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further the role of his journey with Captain Roe in the greater arc of his life story of suffering and 

freedom. 

 

Materials for Further Research 

Due to Covid, visitor restrictions at the Wisconsin Historical Society prevented me from 

consulting several physical books not available electronically [51] [52] [53] [54] [55]  

Appendix - Newspaper Research Log 

 

Name Of Publication 

Digitize

d? 

Place of 

Publicatio

n 

Years 

Published How Accessed 

Years 

Searched 

American And Commercial Daily 

Advertiser. Y Baltimore 182?-183? 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1801-1845 

American Farmer : Rural Economy, 

Internal Improvements, News, Prices 

Current. Y Baltimore 1819-1834 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1819-1828 

Baltimore Gazette And Daily Advertiser. Y Baltimore 1825-1838 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1826-1838 

Baltimore Patriot & Mercantile Advertiser. Y Baltimore 1817-1838 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1812-1834 

Baltimore Price Current. Y Baltimore 1813-1830 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1803-1830 

Baltimore Republican And Commercial 

Advertiser. Y Baltimore 182?-1837 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1829-1832 

Baltimore Saturday Herald. 1826-1827  Baltimore    

Bond Of Union And Weekly Advertiser. 

(belle Air, Md.) 1820-182  Bel Air    

https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/69Ha
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/aCu9
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/O8AV
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/u3vw
https://paperpile.com/c/W4UsrL/j01A


Cambridge Chronicle And E. Shore 

Advertiser. (cambridge, Md.) 182-1827 Y Cambridge  

Maryland 

archives 

digitized version 1826 

Canfield's Lottery Argus, Commercial & 

Exchange Telegraph, Or, National 

Miscellany. Y Baltimore 182?-1829 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1827-1829 

Canfield's Register. 1826-182?  Baltimore    

Carrolltonian, Or, Spirit Of Seventy-six. N Annapolis 1826-1829   

Centreville Evening Times And Eastern 

Shore Publick Advertiser. (centreville, 

Md.) 182?-18?? Y Centreville  

Maryland 

Archives July 1826 

Chestertown Telegraph. (chestertown, 

Md.) 182-1826 Y 

Chesterto

wn   Sept 1828 

Commercial Chronicle & Baltimore 

Advertiser. N Baltimore 1825-1828   

Commercial Chronicle & Daily 

Marylander. 1829-1830  Baltimore    

Eastern-shore Whig And People's 

Advocate. (easton, Md.) 1828-181  Easton    

Easton Gazette. Y Easton  

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1819-1829 

Easton Star Y Easton 1829-1862 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1829-1862 

Federal Gazette & Baltimore Daily 

Advertiser. Y Baltimore 1796-1825 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1796-1823 

Freeman's Banner. 1826-18??  Baltimore    

Genius Of Universal Emancipation. 

1826-1839  Baltimore    

Independent Citizen. (bel Air, Md.) 1828-

183  Bel Air 1828-1834   

Lee's Commercial and Literary Gazette Y  1825 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1825 



Maryland Gazette. Y Annapolis 

1727-

current 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1751-1832 

Maryland Republican And Political And 

Agricultural Museum. Y Annapolis 1817-1826 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1817-1826 

Marylander. 1827-1829  Baltimore    

Morning Chronicle & Baltimore 

Advertiser.  Baltimore 1819-1825   

Republican Star And General Advertiser. Y Easton 1800-1832 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1800-1832 

Robinson's Exchange Gazette. Y Baltimore 1826 only? 

Readex 

America's 

Historical 

Newspapers 1823-1825 

Saturday Evening Herald.  Baltimore 1826-1827   

Saturday Review.  Baltimore    

Telegraph. (chestertown, Md.) 1826-

1830  

Chesterto

wn    

Times & Advertiser. (centreville, Md.) 

18??-18??  Centreville    

Times & Public Advertiser. (centreville, 

Md.) 182?-1831  Centreville    

Weekly Marylander. 1828-1828  Baltimore    
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