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home, made
Their friendship was born over brunch in New Canaan, 

but DESIGNER RYAN LAWSON and HOMEOWNER ROSIE BONURA would travel 
the world to furnish and finish her centuries-old property 

interview with  ryan l awson,  ryan l awson llc & rosie bonur a,  homeowner  
photographer stephen kent johnson/otto  / /   stylist  colin king

above: Originally called the Provost House, named for the architect who built it in 1730. opposite: A vintage Italian brass chandelier hangs above what is now the library (former dining 
room). Antique ottomans from Morocco offer additional seating while custom bookshelves house the owner’s extensive cookbook collection.
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above: A French tramp art 
mirror with portraits was 
discovered at Hamptons 
Antique Galleries. right: Custom 
shades by Joyful Custom 
Sewing frame the windows, and 
a feather wall decoration from 
the Antique and Artisan Gallery 
adds a colorful statement. 

left: The Syrian inlaid bone 
chest now serves as a bar and 
was one of the first pieces 
purchased for the room. A large 
painting by Cecelia Rembert is 
titled, WARRIOR. right: Bonura 
had to convince Lawson 
that her Spanish portraits 
deserved a spot above the 
mantel. opposite, top: Button 
sculptures by Clare Graham 
hang next to a Windsor bench. 
opposite, bottom: A vintage 
French sunburst mirror 
complements the custom 
soapstone sink, lit by a Lampe 
Gras wall lamp from DWR.  
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Tell us how you met?

Ryan Lawson: My partner and I have a house on the border of New 
Canaan and Wilton, and we ended up meeting Rosie in her restaurant 
(also called Rosie) twelve years ago and became friends incrementally. 
Now we go around the world and have decorating projects together. 

How soon into your friendship did you start talking about this house?

RL: Actual years? I don’t know. Rosie’s kids were phasing out of being at 
home, she was newly divorced, and she loved this house as a concept, but 
it wasn’t in the best shape. 
Rosie Bonura: I had started a renovation and was working with someone 
who was not great. I thought Ryan was so busy in the city or not interested, 
but I finally got the courage to say, “I need help! Help me!”
RL: And as many projects do, the scope expands. Ultimately, it started 
with the kitchen and the back room, and then it spilled into the living 
room. “I want to do a sofa,” turned into, “Let’s go to Morocco and get 
carpets,” and then we ended up shopping for side tables in Los Angeles. 
The room has many points of reference, things Rosie has had for a really 
long time and also things that are brand new. 

Tell me about the history of this house:

RB: Built in 1730, it was the first house on this road. It was owned by a 
man named Matthew Sherwood for his family, then it just got passed 
down from generation to generation. I’m only the fifth owner in all those 
years. 

How did you approach making changes to a house with such a history?

RL: We used antique chestnut to make the bookshelves in the library, and 
I designed them in a way that felt as original as we could. We had them 
made in an old wood, painted in milk paint and then waxed, instead of 
using a plasticky paint. It’s very subtle, but I think it’s important when 
you’re entrusted with a house that’s been here as long as it has, and it’s 
been part of the conversation. You have to take good care. 

When you came onto the project, did you already have a plan in terms of 

the scale of the house? Was there ever a conversation about expanding 

further?

RB: I’m near the wetlands, so I couldn’t extend in that direction, but my 
dream was always to expand on the other side of the house, which is what 
we’re doing now, having a barn built (currently in progress). I actually like 
that it’s tiny. Opening that whole area (of the kitchen) added so much.
RL: And we opened it up from the little labyrinth-type rooms; it didn’t 
flow. The interesting thing is that we didn’t expand the house but instead 
built around what was a back porch. It really changed the way Rosie could 
use the house and keep the eating and dining together. It’s very much in 
line with how she entertains and hosts friends and family. The kitchen is 
now a part of the entertaining process. Before, the kitchen was in a small 
little dark room, and the dining room was in what’s now the library. It 
was detached from the kitchen, and we knew that she’d have a new dining 
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“‘I want to do a sofa’ turned into, 
‘let’s go to morocco and get carpets,’ and then we ended 

up shopping for side tables in Los Angeles.” 
—ryan lawson

A custom Studio Van den Akker sofa—
complete with antique needlepoint 
pillows—anchors the living room. The 
Egg Collective coffee table holds books 
and treasures from Bonura’s travels. 
Kyle Meyer’s photograph from the series 
Interwoven originally hung in New York’s 
Yossi Milo Gallery. 



right: A ceramic 
wall sculpture called 

Waves Study was 
created for Bonura 
by Ben Medansky. 

below: The original 
fireplace is flanked 

by a Spanish gilt 
iron floorlamp with 

custom shade.
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above: Flushmount lights from Schoolhouse Electric were perfect for the kitchen’s low ceiling. Cabinets are painted in Mopboard Black by Benjamin Moore.
  opposite: Open shelving designed by Mathieu Mategot and produced by Gubi keeps everything in sight above the Wolf range. 

space off the kitchen, so I talked Rosie into not having another dining 
room but to use this room as a more day-to-day, flexible room that could 
do double duty as a library as well as a place for making cocktails. 
RB: At first I said, “What am I going to do at Christmas?” And then I 
realized, it was so tight with everyone jammed in, and the new space is so 
much better because everyone just hangs out. 

Would you say the plan really evolved from room to room versus having 

a larger plan for the whole house? 

RL: It was a slow percolation, I think. Somewhere in my head, there was an 
idea that was defined enough to make smart decisions at the beginning; 
ordering the big things, finding a collection of carpets that could anchor 
the entire house. But that plan was not so defined that I couldn’t expand 

and absorb lots of different things that we pulled together over time. 

Obviously, the kitchen was going to be a space that Rosie had a lot of 

input in. Were you both in agreement from the start about the design 

and how it was going to work for her?  

RL: It was really the germ of the whole project. 
RB: There weren’t a ton of options about where to go in terms of layout. 
I knew the view to the back was the best, so the sink had to face that. But 
that was mostly it. 
RL: The paint is Mopboard Black (by Benjamin Moore), and Rosie 
actually pushed me to say yes to that. She said, “I want black everywhere.” 
I said, “Let’s do gray.” But the black works because there’s a lot of light that 
comes in from these windows. 
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left: One from a pair of 
vintage lounge chairs by 
Hans Wegner. this image: 
Opening up the ceiling 
height meant there was 
room for Noguchi paper 
pendants. Custom walnut 
table and benches by 
David Kingsley now serve 
as a the dining area. 

“i actually like that 
it’s tiny. Opening 

that whole area (of the 
kitchen) added so much. 
The new space is better, 
because everyone just 

hangs out.” 
—rosie bonura
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top: In an upstairs bedroom, a Spanish Baroque painting sits in view from the custom 
daybed by Charles Beckley in Etro linen velvet. bottom: The antique writing desk and 
Bentwood chair are a perfect fit for the small space. 
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as pliqui

“It’s a dream to 
get to work with 

someone like rosie,
who has a point 
of view, who has 
objects, and has 
a curious eye.” 

—ryan lawson



above: Waterworks wall tiles, sink, and faucet create a clean canvas for 
touches like the vintage sconces from Studio Giancarlo Valle and Beaded 
Venetian flower sculptures. right: A vintage Italian sofa sits next to a 
second sculpture from Clare Graham. below: Bonura’s bed is topped with 
an antique American quilt. opposite page: A 1970s Maison Jansen fixture 
is mounted on a ceiling of charred mushroom wood from The Hudson 
Company. 

What do you think was the biggest challenge? 

RL: I would say that it’s not dissimilar to other projects in that you have to 
edit. That’s the biggest and continuing challenge about working together. 
There’s a certain amount of a layered look that you want—it’s what I think 
is so great about how the house ended up—but there is a point where too 
much stuff crowds the vision. You want to make sure that there’s enough 
room for all these different ideas and references to live in the house but 
keep a tight enough thread so that it doesn’t feel all over the place, a mess, 
disjointed. 

Rosie, What’s your favorite room in the house? 

RB: Definitely, the library. When I’m in here, I can look around and see 
all the treasures from our trips. 
RL: The inlaid Moroccan bar was the impulse for this room, and we found 
it in a garage in suburban Marrakesh. We put the bookshelves in, and I 
found the Art Deco lamp and had a custom shade made for it. There’s a 
painting from someone I found in New York City. Rosie sits on the sofa 
in the morning to look through her books. 
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right: A Mexican tin mirror 
sits above a bed with 
custom bedspread in 
GP&J Baker fabric. below: 
A custom lampshade was 
added to Bonura’s lamp 
and sits on a campaign 
chest in one of the upstairs 
rooms. 

This room encapsulates the idea of the house. This is the nucleus of that 
multi-faceted look where lots of references can fit pulled together and 
hopefully feel somewhat intentional. Very little of the real estate in this 
room is bookshelves, but it’s still very much a library. And the editing is 
the other side of the story. It’s a dream to get to work with someone like 
Rosie, who has a point of view, who has objects, and has a curious eye, 
and buys things and says to me, “We have to make these things work”. It’s 
so much better to have someone as a client and a collaborator who has 
something to work with. —interview by megan gagnon

Resources:

Interior Design: Ryan Lawson, LLC, 212-534-6800; ryanlawson.com



left: A swing hangs in the 
lush green space outside 
Bonura’s home. right: 
Bonura goes big with her 
container plantings, opting 
for window boxes filled 
with tropical varieties. 
below: The outdoor table 
often becomes a work 
space for Bonura, who 
has been working on her 
garden for 27 years. 
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