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The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light) 

(15:00): Today, I wish to speak to 
this motion on behalf of the people 

of the electorate of Light, as the 
local member, and also in my role 
as the duty member for Schubert. 

The local community was shocked 
and saddened by the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II on Friday 9 

September, using various social 
media platforms to express their 

grief and sense of loss. After all, 
Her Majesty had only 
commissioned a new Prime 

Minister for the UK two days 
earlier. 

The Queen was greatly admired by 
members of the community for her 
warmth, her strong sense of public 

duty and her faithful service to the 
people of the commonwealth. I 
think people saw the Queen as 

more than just a monarch: they 
saw her humanity as a mother, 

grandmother, great-grandmother, 
daughter and sister. It is in these 
roles that many people saw the life 

of the Queen. The messages in the 
condolence book in my electorate 
office reflect this sentiment. 

Many women saw Her Majesty as a 
motherly figure when, at times, she 

had to deal with a range of family 
issues, not unlike themselves. 

While it would be easier and 

perhaps sometimes appropriate to 
focus on the differences between 

the royal family and most other 
families, many have chosen to see 
what we have in common. One of 

my constituents, Debbie Keshaw, 
said: 
From both sides of the world I have 

always kept you in my heart, as a 
little girl I remember your silver 

jubilee [and] as an adult I will 
always remember you. God Bless 
you always. 

Veronica Peters acknowledged the 
Queen's service when she wrote, 

'[A] Wonderful life. A woman 
dedicated to service.' Richard 
Woods remarked, 'R.I.P. My 

Majesty. You brought so much joy 
to so many people. You will be 
missed.' Kylee and Sean Carmody 

thanked Her Majesty for her years 
of dedication and service. Other 

tributes mentioned how they or a 
member of their family had served 
the Queen in some way during her 

70-year reign. 
On Sunday, a week ago, in an 
ecumenical gesture, I attended the 

10am service of Gawler Anglicans 
at St George's Church in Cowan 

Street. The vicar at the church, the 
Reverend Donna Petersen, gave a 
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beautiful sermon that paid tribute 

to Her Majesty and the life lived by 
the Queen. I will quote from the 

sermon because Reverend Petersen 
expressed the views of most of the 
community better than I can. She 

said this: 
Today is different. This week is 

different. This time is different. In 
many ways it is surreal or unreal. 
Our intelligence tells us, it was 

bound to happen, she was 96, she 
can't live forever. 
But our hearts and our lives are 

yet, still so incredibly shocked and 
taken aback. 

And we are solemn, and sad. And 
even though as a Sunday, today is 
a feast day, a mini Easter Day 

celebrating the salvation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, it 

is also a day of deep mourning and 
grief; but grief that is framed in 
hope and faith and worship. 

So today and for the next little 
while, we grieve and mourn and 
remember together. Today we allow 

our deep sadness to have an 
outlet. 

Today the bells tolled for the life 
that was, for Elizabeth, who was 
not only Queen of England and 

realms of the Commonwealth, but 
also the Church of England; the 

Anglican Church, but more 
importantly, she was a woman of 
deep abiding faith. 

Today the bells tolled for the 
proclamation of the new King; a 
man grieving his mama. 

Today the bells tolled and will now 
stay silent until after her funeral. 

Today we mark the end of an era; 
the end of the longest serving 
monarch in history. 

Today we mark the end of a 
common life shared together. 
Whether you are a royalist or not, 

this is a sad time. 
Queen Elizabeth II is incredibly 

loved and will be missed and for 

many, if not most in the world is 

the only Monarch we've ever known 
until today. 

It seems to me that the whole 
world is grieving in some way or 
another. 

She goes on to say: 
The truth is, she was a truly great 

woman. Probably the best and 
least known woman in the world, 
within our living history. 

That paradox is very interesting. 
She continues: 
As I said before, for many of us 

she's been the only monarch we've 
ever known. And even if you don't 

buy into the whole monarchy, 
royalist, Commonwealth thing, she 
was still our Queen; our Monarch 

and she deserves our respect and 
grace at this time of her passing as 

do her family. 
I remember meeting the Queen on 
28 February 20 years ago, when 

she visited Gawler and the Barossa 
on one of her many official trips to 
Australia. On arrival at the Gawler 

railway station travelling on the 
Barossa Wine Train, the Queen 

was presented to the two train 
drivers, Mr Barry McMillan and Mr 
Kevin Simcock. 

My two sons, Raffaele and Stefan, 
and I, at that time in my capacity 

as mayor of the town, then greeted 
and welcomed Her Majesty to 
Gawler. I escorted the Queen to the 

royal car, where Her Majesty was 
enthusiastically cheered by the 
people of Gawler while the Gawler 

Town Band played a series of 
musical pieces. 

The Queen then went to the Gawler 
community and recreation centre 
where she greeted and spoke with 

hundreds of wellwishers and 
attended a reception held in her 
honour, where she met the then 

local member of parliament, Mr 
Malcolm Buckby and his wife, 

Kathryn, and 66 other guests 
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drawn from across the Gawler 

community. 
Her Majesty was very polite and 

dignified and engaged with the 
people present, asking questions 
and showing a genuine interest in 

their stories. At the end of the 
reception, I presented the Queen 

with a gift and escorted her to the 
royal car, where she farewelled the 
people of Gawler for her next 

destination, Chateau Barossa, just 
outside Lyndoch. 
At Chateau Barossa, the Queen 

was received by the late Hermann 
Thumm AM and Mrs Inge Thumm 

and the Barossa mayor, the late Mr 
Brian Hurn, and Mrs Gillian Hurn. 
In the winery, she was presented to 

the then local member of 
parliament for Schubert, Mr Ivan 

Venning, and Mrs Kay Venning. 
While at the Chateau, Her Majesty 
undertook an inspection of the rose 

garden, where the Queen unveiled 
a plaque commemorating the 
official opening of the Chateau 

Barossa rose garden. 
Later, Her Majesty attended a 

luncheon hosted by the late Mayor 
Mr Hurn and the late Mrs Hurn, 
which has been mentioned 

previously. The Queen then visited 
the Tanunda Lutheran homes, 

where she officially opened the new 
high care facility and was 
presented to staff and volunteers, 

and she then departed for her 
return trip to Adelaide and 
Government House. The region was 

very appreciative of the Queen's 
visit, and it was certainly an 

important occasion for many local 
people that they recall today very 
fondly. 

My heart goes out to those people 
in our communities and overseas 
who, for historical reasons or 

personal experience, are not able to 
share with the rest of our nation its 

grief and sense of loss with the 

passing of Her Majesty. It is 

important for us to hear their 
stories, understand their truth and 

find ways for them to heal their 
wounds and souls so that at some 
point in the future we can walk a 

common path. 
We all see the Queen through 

different eyes and experiences, and 
I do not think Her Majesty would 
want it any other way. Her Majesty 

understood her role in a 
constitutional monarchy. While we 
are grieving her loss, we do wish 

the new King well. God save the 
King. 


