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Options – an introduction      

                                      

As students move into Key Stage 4, we offer them the chance to re-focus their learning and select 

subjects to study whilst maintaining a broad and balanced core curriculum.  Students will follow a 

core of six GCSE subjects, plus two additional option subjects. It is very important for students to 

select subjects carefully, making use of all the sources of information available to them and pick 

subjects where they will experience success and enjoyment in their studies, whilst also taking 

account of any possible future career plans or higher education requirements.   

This booklet outlines the demands of all the different courses we offer. Staff will be more than 

happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Core (compulsory subjects): 

● English Language 

● Mathematics  

● English Literature 

● Religious Studies  

● Combined Science 

● French or Spanish (whichever language studied in year 9)  

 

In addition students will continue to study PE and PHSCEE but will not be examined in these 

subjects. 

Option subjects (two subjects from): 

● Art, Craft and Design 

● Business Studies 

● Creative I Media 

● French  

● Geography  

● History  

● Italian 

● Media Studies 

● Music (BTEC) 

● Psychology 

● Separate Sciences 

● Sociology 

● Spanish  

● Sport (BTEC) 

Please use the options evening event to gain all the information necessary to make fully 

informed choices.  It is unlikely that students will be able to change options once the courses 

have been commenced; therefore it is imperative that options are considered carefully at this 

stage.  We ask you to make four choices, out of which we will endeavour to provide you with 

your top two preferences. 

The Google options form must be submitted by Tuesday 19th April 2022. 
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The Core Curriculum 

Subject title: English Language 
 
Exam board and syllabus: Assessment and Qualifications  
 Alliance (AQA) 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam break 
down: 
● Paper 1 (50%) – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1 hour, 45 minutes) 

● Paper 2 (50%) – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour, 45 minutes) 

● Non-endorsement assessment – Spoken Language (quality of verbal communication) 

Overview of assessment: 
See above.  Please note English Language will be assessed on the 9-1 GCSE scale. 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
● Two clear and distinct identities: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing and Writers’ 

Viewpoints and Perspectives. 

● Reading tasks draw on a wide range of poetry, prose, drama and non-fiction texts.  These 

will include sources from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, with some being whole texts.  

Students will be required to consider how established, modern and emerging writers use 

narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of readers.  They will also be 

expected to link sources from different time periods together in order to consider how each 

presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader. 

● Writing tasks will use a written quotation and visual prompt to encourage students to write 

narrative and descriptive pieces.  Students are also expected to be able to produce written 

texts for specified audiences, purposes and form in which they have to give their own 

perspectives.  Marks are available for content and organisation as well as technical 

accuracy (SPaG).  Ambitiously crafted writing is highly encouraged. 

 
Course aims:  
● An accessible and enabling qualification for all abilities of learner, providing an assessment 

journey that supports students through each examination paper whilst making it a positive 

and engaging experience for all.   

● ‘The AQA specification for English Language is innovative, combining reading and writing 

in each of the two papers.  This is effective as the reading texts serve a double purpose: as 

the basis for comprehension questions and as supporting text for the writing tasks.’ 

(National Foundation for Education Research, 2014). 

What can do this course lead to in the future?  
GCSE English Language is the ideal platform from which to branch out into other academic 
disciplines and further education specialist subjects, from Linguistics and Journalism to Media 
and Broadcasting. 
 

 
For further information, contact Head of English:  Ms Erin McGovern 
                                                                                   e-mail: emcgovern@lgflmail.org 

mailto:emcgovern@lgflmail.org


Recommended Resources: 
Oxford University Press: AQA GCSE English Language – Developing the skills for learning 

and assessment (Student Book) 

 

Subject title: English Literature 
 
Exam board and syllabus: Assessment and Qualifications  
 Alliance (AQA) 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam break 
down: 
Paper 1 (40%) – Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel (1 hour, 45 minutes) 
Paper 2 (60%) – Modern texts and poetry (2 hours, 15 minutes) 
 
Overview of assessment: 
See above. Please note English Literature will be assessed on the 9-1 GCSE scale. 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
● Shakespeare as a literary text with assessments of character, theme, imagery, language 

and structure.  Students will be expected to focus on extracts and whole plays and to 
recognise the power and scope of dramatic works and their ability to move and entertain 
modern audiences. 

● The 19th Century novel is seen as a real opportunity to extend students’ experiences of 
reading as they have some of the strongest storylines and narrative structures of any novel 
and contain themes and concepts that are just as relevant today as when they were 
originally written.  Students will be expected to focus on extracts and whole texts, 
responding to characters, themes and the writers’ use of language and structure and a 
powerful tool for meaning. 

● Modern prose or drama provides the opportunity to engage with contemporary texts that 
will inspire and speak to today’s young readers.  Students will be expected to respond in 
extended essay format so that they can demonstrate their full engagement with, and 
perspective of, the text under study. 

● Poetry Anthology and Unseen Poetry - students will study a collection of themed poems 
(either Love and relationships or Power and conflict).  The exam task will be to compare 



two of these poems.  The unseen poetry exam question will see students presented with 
two unfamiliar poems.  Students will have to explore how the poet presents a particular idea 
in the first poem and then, looking at both poems, compare the poets’ methods.  

Course aims:  
Literature should be an accessible and enabling subject for every student so that all are able 
to draw upon the wealth of culture, knowledge and exploration that exists within its pages.  This 
qualification is for all abilities of learner, providing an assessment journey that supports 
students through each examination paper whilst making it a positive and engaging experience 
for all.  It also makes use of a range of assessment strategies so that the ‘closed book’ and un-
tiered aspects of the national demands are not barriers to learning. 
 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  
● The design of this curriculum is aligned with the sort of assessment required at A Level, 

where literature is seen as a distinctly ‘high-order’ discipline.   
● GCSE English Literature is also the ideal platform from which to branch out into other 

academic disciplines and further education specialist subjects, from Social Studies and 
History to Politics and Psychology. 

 
For further information contact Head of English:  Ms Erin McGovern 
                                                                                   e-mail: emcgovern@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources: 
● Oxford University Press: AQA GCSE English Literature – Developing the skills for learning 

and assessment (Student Book) 
Texts to be studied are still to be determined, however they will be selected from the 
below: 
● A range of Shakespeare texts such as: The Merchant of Venice, Julius Caesar, Romeo and 

Juliet, Much Ado About Nothing, Macbeth and The Tempest 
● A range of 19th Century novels such as: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

(Robert Louis Stevenson), Frankenstein (Mary Shelley), A Christmas Carol and Great 
Expectations (Charles Dickens), The Sign of Four (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle), Pride and 
Prejudice (Jane Austen) and Jane Eyre (Charlotte Bronte) 

● A range of modern novels such as: The Lord of the Flies (William Golding), Animal Farm 
(George Orwell), Pigeon English (Stephen Kelman), Anita and Me (Meera Syal) and Never 
Let Me Go (Kazuo Ishiguro) 

● A range of modern drama such as: An Inspector Calls (J.B. Priestley), Blood Brothers (Willy 
Russell), A Taste of Honey (Shelagh Delaney), DNA (Dennis Kelly) and The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (Mark Haddon). 
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Subject title: Mathematics 
 
Exam board and syllabus: Edexcel Course Code 1MA1 

 

 
Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam/CA break 
down: 
The course is taken at either higher or foundation tier. The grading system for maths will be 
from Grade 9 to 1. 
 
The foundation course covers Grades 1 to 5 whilst the higher covers 4 to 9.  
 

Illustration of grades and tiering in the new GCSE mathematics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, students in the top two sets will have the chance to study Further Maths which 
affords excellent preparation for A level maths. 
 
Overview of assessment: 
The students are assessed in three examinations in the May / June of Year 11. There is not a 
controlled assessment element to the assessment. There will be three examinations each 
lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. The breakdown of how the maths is assessed is detailed below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  

● The mathematics GCSE course has been revised for this GCSE. Overall there is more 
content in the course compared to previous years and the examinations will include a 
higher proportion of questions at the higher grades within each tier. The content covers 
number, algebra, ratio, proportion & rates of change, geometry & measures, statistics 
and probability. 

● Success will come from hard work in lessons and especially independently at home. 
● Mathematics equips pupils with a uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and 

change the world. These tools include logical reasoning, problem-solving skills, and the 
ability to think in abstract ways. Mathematics is important in everyday life, many forms 



of employment, science and technology, medicine, the economy, the environment and 
development and in public decision-making. Different cultures have contributed to the 
development and application of mathematics. Today, the subject transcends cultural 
boundaries and its importance is universally recognised. Mathematics is a creative 
discipline. It can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a pupil solves a 
problem for the first time, discovers a more elegant solution to that problem, or suddenly 
sees hidden connections.  

 
Course aims: 
 

● To enrich and develop students’ understanding and application of mathematics in their 
lives. 

 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  

Course progression Career opportunities 

● A Level Core Mathematics (NEW) 
● A Level Further Maths  
● A Level Biology/Chemistry/Physics  
● A Level Computer Science 
 
A minimum Grade 4 or above is needed 
for entry to numerous schools and 
colleges. Many subjects will expect a 
minimum grade 5, whilst subjects such 
as Physics and Computer Science may 
require a Grade 7. 

● Plumber 
● Electrician 
● Accountant  
● Engineer  
● Software consultant  
● Architect  
These are just a few examples of 
careers that require maths. A number of 
employers will insist on a qualification in 
maths for any job. For example to be a 
teacher of any subject now requires 
Grade 5 or above in maths 
 

 
 

For further information contact Head of Mathematics: Mr M Blinkhorn  
                                                                               e-mail: mblinkhorn1.207@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources: 
● We strongly recommend purchasing Maths-buster to help reinforce maths independently. 

This online resource from CGP is available for the current GCSE from the school for £5 and 
will boost your confidence through Year 10. In Year 11 it will tailor a revision programme for 
you. Other support material such as revision books and workbooks will be available for sale 
via the school.  
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Subject title: Combined Science  
Exam board and syllabus:  AQA  Trilogy  8464 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams: 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course.  
Overview of assessment: 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will 
assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each written exam is 1 hour 
15 minutes long. 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
The programme of study includes: 

Biology 
1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation  
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and 
response  
6. Inheritance, variation and 
evolution 
7. Ecology. 

Chemistry 
8. Atomic structure and the 
periodic table  
9. Bonding, structure, and 
the properties of matter 
10. Quantitative chemistry  
11. Chemical changes  
12. Energy changes  
13. The rate and extent of 
chemical change  
14. Organic chemistry 
15.Chemicalanalysis  
16.Chemistry of the 
atmosphere  
17. Using resources . 

Physics 
18. Forces  
19. Energy 
20. Waves  
21. Electricity  
22.Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  
23. Particle model of matter  
24. Atomic structure. 
 
 

 
Course aims:  
Courses based on this specification should encourage students to: 
• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of science 
• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science 
• develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving 
skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 
• develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 
 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  

● Studying Science A-levels 
● Pharmaceutical Science 
● Pathology 
● Forensic Science 
● Engineering 
● Environmental Science 
● Research Science 

For further information contact Head of Science: Ms R Khan: rkhan51.207@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources 
Free access to the Kerboodle digital textbook and resources are available to all students. 
AQA 9-1GCSE Combined Science Award revision guides and workbooks. 

 

mailto:rkhan51.207@lgflmail.org


Subject title:  GCSE Religious Studies  
 
Exam board and syllabus:  

WJEC EDUQAS RE GCSE 9-1 
Catholic Christianity & Judaism ROUTE B 

 

 

 
Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam break 
down: 
 
We are studying the Eduqas Catholic Christianity & Judaism Route B Religious Studies 
Specification.  
 
In Year 11 students will have TWO one-and-a-half-hour exams and ONE one-hour exam. 
 
Component 1: Foundational Catholic Theology  
 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 37.5% of qualification, 90 marks 
 
Students will study the following two themes. All questions are compulsory.  

● Theme 1: Origins and Meaning  
● Theme 2: Good and Evil  

 
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, 
understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.  

 
Component 2: Applied Catholic Theology  
 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 37.5% of qualification, 90 marks 
 
Students will study the following two themes. All questions are compulsory.  

● Theme 1: Life and Death  
● Theme 2: Sin and Forgiveness  

 
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, 
understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.  

 
 
Component 3: Judaism 
 
Written examination: 1 hour  25% of qualification, 60 marks  
 
Students will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Judaism.  
 
This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, 
understanding and evaluation of the subject content.  

 
Controlled Assessment: N/A 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
 
Paper 1: Foundational Catholic Theology 



 
Theme 1: Origins and Meaning 

● Origins and Meaning – Creation ex nihilo and Imago Dei. 
● Beliefs about Creation – Genesis. 
● Sources: The Bible –the nature of revelation and inspiration. 
● Forms: Painting –Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam in the Sistine Chapel. 
● Practices-Loving and serving communities in Britain and elsewhere: the influence of 

the concept of Imago Dei on Catholic Social Teaching about justice, peace and 
reconciliation.  

 
Theme 2: Good and Evil 

● Good, Evil and Suffering –Original Sin and St Augustine. 
● Beliefs- The nature of the Trinity. 
● Beliefs- Incarnation. 
● Sources: Jesus and Moral authority. 
● Forms: Sculpture and Statutory –Michelangelo’s Pieta. 
● Practices: popular devotion as practised in catholic communities in Britain and 

elsewhere. 
 
 
Paper 2: Applied Catholic Theology 
 
Theme 1: Life and Death 

● Death and the Afterlife. 
● Beliefs –Eschatology. 
● Sources- The Magisterium. 
● Forms –Artefacts, music and the funeral rite. 
● Practices – Prayer within Catholic communities in Britain and elsewhere. 

 
Theme 2: Sin and Forgiveness 

● Crime and Punishment. 
● Beliefs –Redemption. 
● Sources- The Church. 
● Forms –Buildings. 
● Practices – Sacraments and the mission and evangelisation in Britain and elsewhere. 

 
 
Paper 3: Judaism  
Beliefs and Teachings 

● The nature of God. 
● Messiah – Mashiach. 
● Covenant. 
● Life on Earth. 
● The afterlife. 

 
● Practices 
● Worship: practices in Britain and elsewhere. 
● The Synagogue. 
● Rituals. 
● Daily Life. 
● Festivals: practices in Britain and elsewhere. 

 
 
Course aims:  



Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the influence of religion on 
individuals, communities and societies. Students will be expected to support their responses 
using appropriate knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom and sacred texts. 
These texts might include, for example: the Bible; extracts from the documents of Vatican II 
or other ecumenical councils, extracts from Papal encyclicals and exhortations, extracts from 
the work of key theologians and thinkers such as St Augustine of Hippo as well as the views 
of past and current philosophers (including ethical philosophers). Students must be aware 
how varied interpretations of sources and/or teachings may give rise to diversity within 
traditions or textual studies on religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world.  
 
What can this course lead to in the future?  

 
❖ AS/A Level Theology. 
❖ AS/A Level Religious Studies. 
❖ AS/A Level Philosophy and Ethics. 
❖ AS/A Level Sociology/Psychology 
 

Through studying Religious Studies, students can: 

❖ Absorb and retain complex information and identify key issues. 
❖ Sift, select relevant information and think logically. 
❖ Express ideas clearly through written tasks and discussion. 
❖ Use imagination and creativity. 
❖ Develop a critical approach to contemporary issues. 
❖ Develop a disciplined approach to problem solving. 
❖ Develop investigative, analytical and critical evaluation skills. 
❖ Understand and take a sensitive approach to different cultures and beliefs. 
❖ Show a real curiosity in people and world cultures. 

For further information, contact the Head of Religious Education  -  Fr Antony Homer  
E-mail: ahomer6.207@lgflmail.org 

 
Recommended resources and reading 
 
❖ http://resources.eduqas.co.uk 
❖ Eduqas Route B GCSE Religious Studies textbook published by Hodder.  
❖ Eduqas Route B GCSE Religious Studies REVISION GUIDE published by Hodder.  
❖ The Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
❖ Papal Encyclicals – as advised by Teachers and outlined in the Specification – usually 

published on the Vatican Website. 
❖ The Bible. 
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Subject title: GCSE French  
Exam board and syllabus: AQA (8658) 

 

Students may opt to study French in addition to the language they chose at the end of 
year 7.  
Assessment:  The course is weighted as follows: 
 
Paper 1: 25% Listening:  Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 2: 25% Speaking: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 3: 25% Reading: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 4: 25% Writing: Terminal examination in Year 11. 
(All terminal examinations are tiered: Foundation and Higher). 
 
Course Content: 
The course covers three themes: 

● Identity and culture 
● Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
● Current and future study and employment 

 
Course Aims:  
● To develop the ability to use French effectively for purposes of practical communication in 

a range of different contexts. 
● To form a sound base of the skills, language, grammar and attitude required for further 

study, work and leisure. 
● To offer insights into the culture and civilisation of French-speaking countries. 
 
What can this course lead to in the future? 
The GCSE course in French can lead to study at A level and subsequently, at degree level, 
or other vocational qualifications in languages. This could then lead to careers in: 
● Interpreting 
● International Business 
● Teaching 
● Travel & Tourism 
● Diplomatic Service & Foreign Office (including MI5 and MI6) 
● Hospitality 
● Media 
● International Law 
● Human Rights 
 
For further information contact: 
Second in charge of Modern Foreign Languages: Miss K Haslum e-mail – 
khaslum.207@lgflmail.org or Head of Modern Foreign Languages: Ms C Elsted e-mail - 
celsted.207@lgflmail.org 
Recommended Resources: 
Studio for GCSE,  Pearson Revise AQA GCSE French Revision Guide & Workbook, French-
English dictionary, OUP AQA GCSE French Foundation or Higher Grammar, Vocabulary and 
Translation Workbook  (£5.00 - available from the MFL department), Languages Online 
website, Fun With Languages website, Doddle 

 

 

mailto:khaslum.207@lgflmail.org
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Subject title: Spanish 
Exam board and syllabus: AQA (8698) 

 

All students continue with the language they chose at the end of year 7. 
Assessment:  The course is weighted as follows: 
 
Paper 1: 25% Listening:  Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 2: 25% Speaking: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 3: 25% Reading: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 4: 25% Writing: Terminal examination in Year 11. 
 
(All terminal examinations are tiered: Foundation and Higher). 
 
Course Content: 
The course covers three themes: 

● Identity and culture 
● Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
● Current and future study and employment 

 
Course Aims:  
● To develop the ability to use Spanish effectively for purposes of practical communication 

in a range of different contexts. 
● To form a sound base of the skills, language, grammar and attitude required for further 

study, work and leisure. 
● To offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
Note:  All students continue with the language selected at the end of year 8. 
  
What can this course lead to in the future? 
The GCSE course in Spanish can lead to study at A level and subsequently, at degree level, 
or other vocational qualifications in languages. This could then lead to careers in: 
● Interpreting 
● International Business 
● Teaching 
● Travel & Tourism 
● Diplomatic Service & Foreign Office (including MI5 and MI6) 
● Hospitality 
● Media 
● International Law 
● Human Rights 
 
For further information contact:  Head of Modern Foreign Languages: Ms C Elsted  
 e-mail: celsted.207@lgflmail.org 
Recommended Resources: 
Viva GCSE (Course textbook), Mira GCSE (Course textbook), OUP AQA GCSE Spanish 
Foundation or Higher Grammar, Vocabulary and Translation Workbook  (£5.00 - available 
from the MFL department), Spanish-English dictionary, 
Languages Online website, Fun With Languages website, Doddle, Duolingo. 
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The Option Subjects 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject title: Art, Craft and Design 
 
Exam board and syllabus: Edexcel 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam/CA break 
down: 
● Coursework projects are assessed at the end of each term.  ‘Coursework’ is all classwork 

and homework tasks undertaken throughout the course.  Candidates submit their project 
for assessment in the last week of each term. 

● Record observations, experiences and ideas that are appropriate to intentions. 
● Analyse and evaluate images, objects and artefacts showing understanding of context. 
● Develop and explore ideas using media, processes and resources, reviewing, modifying 

and refining work as it progresses.   
● Present a personal response, realising intentions and making informed connections with 

the work of others. 
 
Overview of assessment: 
The overall GCSE grade is based on the following elements: 
● Two coursework projects, Cubism & Sculpture - 60% of the final grade. 
● 10 hour timed exam submitted with all preparation work - 40% of the final grade. 
● Final exhibition of all work undertaken on the course (assessed by external examiner). 

 
Summary of content/modules covered:  

1. Candidates will develop ongoing observational drawing, developing their ability to record 
from direct experience.  This will mainly be studio based and will include self- portraiture, 
still life work, perspective, and figure drawing.  Candidates will extend their knowledge of 
the basic element of art - line, tone, form, structure, and texture.  This work will mainly be 
monochromatic, but colour may be used. 

2. There will be two main coursework projects based on Art and Design Movements from 
the past and present.  Candidates will develop an understanding of Western and Non-
Western Art, and evolve a personal response to the work of other artists and movements 
based on a range of subject matter whilst developing skills, methods and techniques. 

 
Course aims:  

1. To develop creative and imaginative powers for communicating and expressing ideas, 
feelings and meanings in art, craft and design. 

2. To develop ability to investigate and analyse their own and others work. 
3. To develop understanding of codes and conventions of art, craft and design, past and 

present in a range of cultures. 
4. To develop ability to use and make decisions about techniques and processes in relation 

to pupils own work. 
 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  
● Graphic, Fashion or Web Design 
● Art therapy 
● A Level Art 
● BTEC Foundation in Art & Design 

 
For further information contact Mr Carter e-mail: rcarter16.207@lgflmail.org 

 
Recommended Resources: 
● BBC Bitesize 

 

mailto:rcarter16.207@lgflmail.org


Subject title:    Business Studies 
 
Exam board and syllabus:  Pearson (Edexcel)  

 

Structure of assessment: 
 
● Theme 1: Investigating Small Business (50%) – 90 minutes – Written examination paper.  

Mixture of multiple choice, data response, short and extended answer questions. 
● Theme 2: Building a Business (50%) – 90 minutes – Written examination paper.   

Mixture of multiple choice, data response, short and extended answer questions. 
● There will be a minimum assessment for quantitative skills and the assessment of these 

skills will comprise 10% of the subject marks. 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
 
Theme 1: Investigating Small Business (50%) 
Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting 
and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts 
through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship:  
You will be introduced to the dynamic nature of business in relation to how and why business 
ideas come about. You will also explore the impact of risk and reward on business activity 
and the role of entrepreneurship. 
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity:  
Students will explore how new and small businesses identify opportunities through 
understanding customer needs and conducting market research. They will also focus on 
understanding competition. 
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice:  
This topic focuses on making a business idea happen through identifying aims and objectives 
and concentrating on the financial aspects of a business. 
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective:  
Students will explore a range of factors that impact on the success of the business, including 
location, the marketing mix and the business plan. 
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business:  
Students are introduced to a range of factors, many of which are outside of the immediate 
control of the business, such as stakeholders, technology, legislation and the economy. 
Students will explore how businesses respond to these influences. 
 
Theme 2: Building a business (50%) 
Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the 
key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on 
aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the impact 
of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows. 
 
 
Topic 2.1 Growing the business:  
Students are introduced to methods of growth and how and why business aims and 
objectives change as businesses evolve. The impact of globalisation and the ethical and 
environmental questions facing businesses are explored. 
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions:  
Students will explore how each element of the marketing mix is managed and used to inform 
and make business decisions in a competitive marketplace. 
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions:  



This topic focuses on meeting customer needs through the design, supply, quality and sales 
decisions a business makes. 
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions:  
Students will explore the tools a business has to support financial decision making, including 
ratio analysis and the use and limitation of a range of financial information. 
Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions:  
Growing a business means that decisions relating to organisational structure, recruitment, 
training and motivation need to be made to influence business activity. 
 
Course aims:  
GCSE qualifications in business subjects enable students to: 
● Actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and 

independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 
● Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments and 

make informed judgements. 
● Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a 

range of local, national and global contexts. 
● Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business and 

economic activities. 
● Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable. 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  
A business course can help you prepare for college and university. It can prepare you for 
Level 3 courses in different subject areas. You will become skilled in making decisions, being 
creative, solving problems, understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating and 
working as part of a team. It will give you an understanding of business and the world work 

 
For further information contact: Ms Pape  
                                                      e-mail epape.207@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources: 
An interest in the following TV programmes: 
● The Apprentice 
● Dragons Den 
● Sky News or BBC News app on your mobile phone  
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Subject title:  Creative iMedia  (ICT)  
 
Exam board and syllabus: OCR Nationals  

 

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia  

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film, television, web 
development, gaming and animation, and have IT at their heart. They provide knowledge in a 
number of key areas in this field from pre-production skills to digital animation and have a 
motivating, hands-on approach to learning. Cambridge Nationals deliver skills across the whole 
range of learning styles and abilities, effectively engaging and inspiring all students to achieve 
great things.  

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia consist of a Certificate (120 GLH requiring four units). 
Please see below.  
 

Units  Assessment method  GL

H  

J807 

Award 60 

GLH  

J817 

Certificate 

120 GLH  

J827 

Diploma 

240 GLH  

R081: Pre-

production skills  

Written paper 1 hour 15 

minutes externally 

assessed 

30  M  M  M  

R082: Creating 

digital graphics  

Centre assessed task, 

OCR moderated  

30  M  M  M  

R085: Creating a 

multipage 

website  

Centre assessed task, 

OCR moderated  

30  N/A  O  O  

R089: Creating a 

digital video 

sequence  

Centre assessed task, 

OCR moderated  

30  N/A  O  O  

 
 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  
ICT, Graphical design  
 
 
For further information contact: Mr Daltrey email: wdaltrey.207@stmlc.co.uk 
 
Recommended Resources: 
OCR National iMedia student handbook  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wdaltrey.207@stmlc.co.uk


 

Subject title: Geography  
Exam board and syllabus: AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 

 
Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams: 
We follow the new AQA GCSE Geography specification.  
There will be three exams all taken at the end of the course. 
  

Unit Title 
Number of 
Marks 
available  

Style of Questions 

Length of 
Exam/ 
Controlled 
assessment 

Weighting 

Paper One: 
Living with the 
physical 
environment  

88 Marks 
(including 3 
SPaG 
marks) 

A mixture of short 
questions and longer 
extended writing 
questions 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Paper Two: 
Challenges in the 
human 
environment 

88 Marks 
(including 3 
SPaG 
marks) 

A mixture of short 
questions and longer 
extended writing 
questions 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

35% 

Paper Three: 
Geographical 
applications 

76 Marks 
(including 6 
SPaG) 

Pre-release resource 
booklet. They will 
range from short 
questions to short 
essay responses. 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

30% 

 

 Course aims:This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of physical and human 
geography. It allows students to investigate the link between the two themes, and approach and 
examine the battles between the man-made and natural worlds. Geography aims to improve 
skills and confidence in using and interpreting numerical data, statistics, maps and written text. 
The geography course studied uses geographical concepts to try and explain the key issues 
facing the world today. It aims to provide a broad basis of knowledge for further study, as well as 
being a stimulating course for those students who finish their geographical studies at the end of 
Key Stage four.  
 
Fieldwork element 
Students need to undertake two geographical enquiries, each of which must include the use of 
primary data, collected as part of the fieldwork exercise. Fieldwork must take place outside of 
the classroom and school grounds on at least two occasions. The students will be expected to 
apply knowledge and understanding to interpret analyses and evaluate information and issues 
relating to geographical enquiry. They will also be expected to select, adapt and use a variety of 
skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and communicate findings in relation to 
geographical enquiry.     
 
 
 
 
For further information contact Head of Humanities: Ms H Thorne e-mail   
 hthorne4.207@lgflmail.org 
 

mailto:hthorne4.207@lgflmail.org


1. Subject title: History  
 
Exam board and syllabus: AQA GCSE History (8145) 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam: 
Why study history? 
We live in important historical times. Changes in politics, culture, migration and the physical 
environment are the product of powerful beliefs, habits and traditions, some of them recent, 
others developing over centuries. To make sense of this world, we need to understand its 
context. History can help provide that context.  
 
The skills you develop can be used in a range of fields. You will be encouraged to: 

● Ask relevant questions, investigate issues critically, and develop your own opinion 
based on a range of interpretations and sources.  

● Learn to research with a critical eye, identifying bias and examining historical context 
for sources and interpretations 

● Organise and communicate knowledge and reach substantiated conclusions 
● Critically analyse and compare a range of sources and historical interpretations 
● Build your knowledge of significant events, individuals and groups that shaped our 

world 
 

AQA’s GCSE (9–1) History  
This programme encourages students to understand the making of the modern world, 
considering long, medium and short-term factors that contributed to the making of the modern 
world.  
 
Apart from studying a wide range of exciting historic periods, you’ll learn a range of handy 
skills that will help you with A-levels and future work. These include:   

● excellent communication and writing skills   
● how to construct an argument research and problem skills  
● investigation and problem-solving skills  
● analytical and interpretation skills 

 
Learners will be required to study four different topics split over two exams 
 
Students studying AQA’s GCSE (9–1) History will sit two examination papers:  
 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 
 

Section A: Period study - America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality  
This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a turbulent half century of 
change. It was a period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived the 
'American Dream' whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination and 
prejudice. Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two 
developments and the role ideas played in bringing about change. They will also look at the 
role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments had 
on them. 
 
Section B: Wider world depth study - Conflict and tension between East and West, 
1945–1972 
This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse 
interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers 
revolutionary movements during this time. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold 



War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve 
the tensions which arose during the Cold War. This study also considers the role of key 
individuals and groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and influenced 
international relations. 
 
1 hour 45 minute written paper        50% of total GCSE 
This exam consists of short answer questions and longer, essay type questions. 
 
 

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 
 
Section A: A Thematic Study - Britain: migration, empires and the people, c790–
present  
This thematic study will help students to gain an understanding of how the identity of the 
people of Britain has been shaped by their interaction with the wider world. It will consider the 
people who invaded and conquered Britain, the country’s relationship with Europe and the 
wider world. It will consider the ebb and flow of people into and out of Britain and evaluate 
their motives and achievements. It considers the causes, impact and legacy of empire upon 
the ruled and the ruling in the context of Britain’s acquisition and retreat from empire. 
 
Section B: British depth studies including the historic environment - Elizabethan 
England, c1568–1603  
This option allows students to study in depth the last 35 years of Queen Elizabeth I’s reign. It 
will focus on major events of her reign, such as the extent to which it was a ‘Golden Age’, 
considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints. 
 
 
1 hour 45 minute written paper        50% of total GCSE 
This exam consists of short answer questions and longer, essay type questions. 
 
 
For further information contact Head of Humanities, Ms Thorne: 
 e-mail hthorne4.207@lgflmail.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Subject title: GCSE Italian  
 
Exam board and syllabus: AQA (8633) 

 

Italian is offered as a two-year additional course in Years 10 and 11 
 
Assessment:  The course is weighted as follows: 
 
Paper 1: 25% Listening:  Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 2: 25% Speaking: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 3: 25% Reading: Terminal examination in Year 11 
 
Paper 4: 25% Writing: Terminal examination in Year 11. 
 
(All terminal examinations are tiered: Foundation and Higher). 
 
Course Content: 
The course covers three themes: 

● Identity and culture 
● Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
● Current and future study and employment 

 
Course Aims:  
● To develop the ability to use Italian effectively for purposes of practical communication in 

a range of different contexts. 
● To form a sound base of the skills, language, grammar and attitude required for further 

study, work and leisure. 
● To offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Italian-speaking countries. 
 
  
What can this course lead to in the future? 
The GCSE course in Italian can lead to study at A level and subsequently, at degree level, or 
other vocational qualifications in languages. This could then lead to careers in: 
● Interpreting 
● International Business 
● Teaching 
● Travel & Tourism 
● Diplomatic Service & Foreign Office (including MI5 and MI6) 
● Hospitality 
● Media 
● International Law 
● Human Rights 
 
For further information contact:  Ms Price  
 e-mail:  jprice37.207@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources: 
Amici AQA GCSE Exam Guide, Italian-English dictionary, 
Languages Online website, Fun With Languages website, Doddle. 

mailto:jprice37.207@lgflmail.org


 

Subject Title:  Media Studies   
 
Exam Board and Syllabus: AQA GCSE  

 

Course Aims:  
 
GCSE Media Studies makes learning interesting, challenging, creative and fun.  It offers 
rigorous but accessible learning on a subject of key importance for young people’s 
understanding of the world they live in.  This course offers: 
 

● Comprehensive coverage of media theory and practice; 
● Practical work which integrates theory and practice; 
● A choice of assignments for production; 
● Opportunities to learn about real media products; 
● The ability to be critical readers of the media. 

 
What can this course lead to in the future?  

 
● AS/A Level Media Studies; 
● University level Media Studies courses; 
● Creative and fun career opportunities. 
 

GCSE Media Studies is the ideal platform from which to branch out into other academic 
disciplines and further education. Future careers for students studying specialist media 
subjects at diploma or degree level are: Communication Studies, Journalism, TV Scheduling, 
Cinematography, Marketing, Advertising, Film Direction and Media Broadcasting to name a 
few.  

 
Structure of Assessment: 
 
In Year 11 pupils  have TWO one-and-a-half-hour exams and ONE non-exam assessment 
(NEA). 
 
Component 1: Media Language and Representations Industries; and Media 
Industries and Audiences 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of GCSE 
84 marks 
This examination will assess students’ knowledge through multiple choice questions, short 
answer questions and an extended piece of writing.  
 
Component 2: Television, Newspapers, Online, Social and Participatory Media, and 
Video Games 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of GCSE 
84 marks 
This examination will assess students’ knowledge of the different media forms through 
multiple choice answers, a short answer question and two extended response questions.  
 

Component 3: Creating a Media Product 
Non-exam assessment 
Course work  



30% of qualification 
72 marks  
Assessed by teachers and moderated externally 
Students will create a statement of intent and then produce a product for an intended 
audience.   
 

 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
 
Summary of content: 
Underpinning all study of media are the four Media Concepts: 
 

● Media Language – the codes and conventions used by the media to communicate its 
messages; 

● Media Audiences – the sectors of society that media products are aimed at and the 
relationship between text and consumer; 

● Media Representation – the ways in which people, ideas and beliefs are portrayed in 
the media; 

● Media Industries – those companies, organisations and individuals (public and 
private) that are responsible for making, regulating and controlling the media. 
 

Students will have the opportunity to study a wide range of media forms/platforms. This will 
include close study products (CSP’s) that relate to the below media forms: 
 

● television 
● film 
● radio 
● newspapers 
● magazines 
● advertising and marketing 
● online, social and participatory media 
● video games 
● music video 

 
Students will also be expected to demonstrate competence in a range of media skills: 
 

● Pre-production and planning skills – storyboarding, template layout design, creating 
marketing briefs etc 

● Production skills – photography to create still image work, editing techniques to 
produce finished products, desk-top publishing packages and PhotoShop to create 
finished newspapers, magazines, and adverts etc; 

● Analytical and Evaluation skills – students are expected to effectively evaluate their 
work in light of the four key media concepts. Furthermore, students learn to critically 
analyse professionally created media products.  

 
 

For further information, contact Mr Giovanelli  
E-mail: rgiovanelli1.207@lgflmail.org 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rgiovanelli1.207@lgflmail.org


Subject title:  MUSIC  
 
Exam board and syllabus: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music  
 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam/CA break 
down: 
 
The course is structured into four units spread over 120 guided-learning hours. Two units are 
mandatory and two are optional.  The two mandatory units required for the music sector are 
●  The Music Industry 
●  Managing a music product  
Pupils will explore two sub-sectors of the music industry, by choosing a further two units 
● Introducing music composition 
● Introducing music performance 
Three out of the four units are internally assessed and one unit is externally assessed through 
a one hour written exam. 75% of the work is coursework based.  
 
Overview of assessment: 
See above. 
Course aims:  
● This course allows you to engage with the music industry and develop a range of relevant 

practical and technical skills. You will explore music product development and events 
management, and apply your knowledge in new and practical industry-related contexts. 

● You will become aware of more styles of music and understand what music of different 
styles is expressing; this will lead to a wider and richer selection of music that you like to 
listen to 

● You will be more informed about how to perform and compose music to bring out the full 
effect of a piece or song 

What can this course lead to in the future?  
A level music technology, BTEC music and technology and degrees in music. Careers in 
music include; song writing, performing, music education, recording and producing, music 
business and touring, music health and advertising. 

 
For further information contact Head of Music: email dmcallister1.207@lgflmail.org 

 
Recommended Resources: 
● Guidance will be given during the course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dmcallister1.207@lgflmail.org


Subject title:    Psychology   
 

Exam board and syllabus:  AQA GCSE Psychology 8182 

 
Psychology is offered as a two-year additional course in Years 10 and 11 
 
 Assessment: Two exams will be sat at the end of year 11 

 
Summary of content/modules covered:  

Paper 1: Cognitive and behaviour  Paper 2: Social context and behaviour 

Section A- Memory 

• Processes of memory 

• Structures of memory 

• Memory as an active process 
 
Section B- Perception 

• Sensation and perception 

• Visual cues and constancies 

• Theories of perception 

• Visual illusions 

• Factors affecting perception 
 
Section C- Development 

• Early brain development 

• Development of intelligence 

• Effects of learning on development 
 
Section D- Research Methods 

• Ways to conduct research practically and 
ethically 

• Data handling 
 
 

Section A- Social Influence 

• Conformity 

• Obedience 

• Prosocial behaviour 

• Crowd/collective behaviour 
 

Section B- Language, thought and communication 

• Relationship between language and thought 

• Effect of language/thought on views of the 
world 

• Animal and human communication 

• Non-verbal communication 

• Explanations of non-verbal communication 
 
Section C- Brain and neuropsychology 

• Structure/function of the nervous system 

• Neuron structure and function 

• Structure and function of the brain 

• An introduction to neuropsychology  
 
Section D- Psychological problems  

• Introduction to mental health 

• How mental health changes over time 

• Effects of mental health 

• Clinical depression 

• Theories and interventions for depression 

• Addiction 

• Theories and interventions for addiction 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182


 
Course aims:  
GCSE qualifications in Psychology enable students to: 

• use specialist vocabulary, psychological concepts, terminology and convention to engage in the process of 
psychological enquiry  
• acquire knowledge and understanding of psychology, developing an understanding of self and others, and 
how psychological understanding can help to explain everyday social phenomena  
• understand how psychological research is conducted, including the role of scientific method and data 
analysis  
• present information, develop arguments and draw conclusions through a critical approach to psychological 
evidence, developing as reflective thinkers 
 • develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and personal, moral, social and cultural 
issues, and develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology  
• develop an understanding of psychological issues, the contribution of psychology to individual, social and 
cultural diversity, and how psychology contributes to society. 

What can do this course lead to in the future?  
A psychology course can help you prepare for college and university. It can prepare you for studying A-level 
psychology and psychology at degree level . You will become skilled in designing investigations, being a critical 
thinker, strong evaluation skills, understanding how the brain works and why we do certain things, dealing with 
data, communicating and working as part of a team. It will give you an understanding of us as thinking, 
emotional human beings which is an essential skill in all aspects of life.  

 
For further information contact: Miss H Winfield  
                                                      e-mail: hwinfield.207@lgflmail.org 
  
 
Recommended Resources: 
● AQA GCSE Psychology textbook and revision guide 
● Learn DOJO 
● Kerboodle  
● BBC Bitesize 
● Miss Winfield’s further reading list 
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Subject title: Separate Science  
Exam board and syllabus: AQA  Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams. 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course. (GCSE exams June 2018 onwards) 
Overview of assessment: 

There are six papers in total: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers 
will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each written exam is 1 
hour 45 minutes long. 
 

Summary of content/modules covered:  
The programme of study includes: 
 

Biology 
1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation  
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and 
response ( 
6. Inheritance, variation and 
evolution 
7. Ecology. 

Chemistry 
8. Atomic structure and the 
periodic table  
9. Bonding, structure, and 
the properties of matter 
10. Quantitative chemistry  
11. Chemical changes  
12. Energy changes  
13. The rate and extent of 
chemical change  
14. Organic chemistry 
15.Chemicalanalysis  
16.Chemistry of the 
atmosphere  
17. Using resources . 

Physics 
18. Forces  
19. Energy 
20. Waves  
21. Electricity  
22.Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  
23. Particle model of matter  
24. Atomic structure. 
 
 

Course aims:  
Courses based on this specification should encourage students to: 
• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of science 
• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science 
• develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving 
skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 
• develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 
 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  

● Studying Science A-levels 
● Pharmaceutical Science 
● Pathology 
● Forensic Science 
● Engineering 
● Environmental Science 
● Research Science 

For further information, contact Head of Science: Ms R Khan: 
rkhan51.207@lgflmail.org 
 
Recommended Resources 
Free access to the Kerboodle digital textbooks and resources are available to all students. 
AQA 9-1GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics revision guides and workbooks. 

mailto:rkhan51.207@lgflmail.org


 

Subject title: BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport 
 
Exam board and syllabus: Edexcel 

 

Structure of assessment to include length and number of exams and exam/CA break 
down: 
The course is structured into Four Units spread over 120 guided-learning hours. Two units are 
Core and two are optional. One of the Core units is Practical Performance and each student 
will be assessed in two different sports. Three out of the four units are internally assessed and 
one unit is externally assessed through a one hour online exam. 75% of the work is coursework 
based.  
 

Level 1 Level 2 Pass Level 2 Merit Level 2 
Distinction 

Level 2 
Distinction* 

U-D C B A A* 

 
Overview of assessment: 
See above. 
 
Summary of content/modules covered:  
Core Units include: Fitness for Sport and Exercise; Practical Performance in Sport (2 Sports) 
Optional Core Units include: Applying the Principles of Personal 
Training ; Leading Sports Activities 
 
Course aims:  
● The BTEC Sport is an introductory Level 2 course for learners wanting to study in the 

context of a vocational sector within Sport. The skills learnt in studying a BTEC First will aid 
progression to further study and prepare learners to enter the workplace in due course.  

● Learners will gain a wider understanding and appreciation of Health-Related Fitness, Sport 
and exercise; encourage personal development through practical participation and 
performance in a range of sports; provide education and training for sport, leisure and 
recreation and give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, 
personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life. 

● Skills that will be developed include: teamwork; working from a prescribed brief; working to 
deadlines; presenting information effectively; and accurately completing administrative 
tasks and processes.  

 
What can do this course lead to in the future?  
The BTEC First in Sport provides the opportunity to progress to other Vocational qualifications, 
such as BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences, or on to AS or A 
Level, and in due course, to enter employment in the sport and active leisure sector.  Typical 
employment opportunities may include working as a coach or as a fitness instructor.  
 

 
For further information contact: Mr McErlain e-mail lmcerlain1.207@lgflmail.org 

 
 

Recommended Resources: 
● Guidance will be given during the course. 

  

mailto:lmcerlain1.207@lgflmail.org


 

Subject title:  GCSE  Sociology 
 

Exam board and syllabus: AQA 

 

 

Paper 1: The sociology of families and education 
 

What's assessed: 

 
● The sociology of families 
● The sociology of education 
● Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 
● Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the 

entire course of study to show a deeper understanding of these topics. 

 

How it's assessed: 

 
● Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
● 100 marks 
● 50% of GCSE 

 

Questions 

 
● Section A has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and 

extended responses. 
● Section B has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and 

extended responses. 

 
 
 

Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification 
 

What's assessed 

 
● The sociology of crime and deviance 
● The sociology of social stratification 
● Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 
● Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the 

entire course of study to show a deeper understanding of these topics. 
 

 

How it's assessed 

 
● Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
● 100 marks 
● 50% of GCSE 



 

Questions 

 
● Section A has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and 

extended responses. 
● Section B has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and 

extended responses. 
 
 

Course aims:  
 

GCSE qualifications in Sociology  enable students to: 
 

● apply their sociological knowledge, understanding and skills to develop an 

understanding of relationships and tension between social structures and 

individual agency within a UK and global context.  
● critically analyse information and use evidence to make informed arguments, 

reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions. 
● use and apply their knowledge and understanding of how social structures 

and processes influence social control, power and inequality. 
● use sociological theories to understand social issues, debates, social changes 

and continuities over time. 
● understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research 

methods. 
● use sociological terminology appropriately and make connections between 

the key areas of subject content. 
 

What can doing this course lead to in the future?  
 

• A qualification in sociology will provide you with many key skills, including logical 

thinking, planning, research and negotiation – all of which can be used in a 

variety of careers. There are many careers where a qualification in sociology is 

useful. For example, many sociologists go into: 

• social work – community projects,  

• charity work,  

• welfare advisors and other areas of social services.  

• civil service,  

• prison officers, journalists, 

•  police  

•  teaching. 



Recommended Resources : Guidance will be given during the course. 

 

For further information contact: Mr Ghebre,   Email: aghebre1.207@lgflmail.org 
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March 2022 

  

Dear Parent, 

  

Help your child to explore their future 

  

As part of our commitment to prepare students for a rapidly changing world, we are delighted to 

announce that we are using an innovative online resource called Start. 

  

Start will help your child to connect with their future career potential, develop their employability 

and help them to explore future career and study options at school or at home. 

  

  

How should my child use it? 

  

We have asked students to create their own account for Start at school, but it is accessible 

anytime on computers and compatible mobile and tablet devices. 

  

Your child will personalise their profile on Start with details about their skills, qualities, interests 

and work preferences. This provides a starting point for them to explore information matched to 

their personal preferences and interests. As they update their profile, Start will personalise this 

information, helping them to navigate the thousands of jobs, courses, providers and opportunities 

available. Start will help students to understand where they are on their journey and what’s 

important as they make their choices at GCSE, post-16 and post-18. 

  

We encourage you to use Start with your child at home. Encourage them to rate jobs, 

qualifications, colleges or universities so that we can see their preferences in order to support 

them better. 

  

  



What if I want to use Start myself? 

  

Parents can also use Start to find out more about jobs, training and study opportunities for 

yourself. Please do not log in using your child's user details and instead register yourself using 

the steps outlined below, creating your own username and password. 

  

For more information on Start or the support available for your son or daughter, please contact 

[insert name of school contact]. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

  

Ms. N. Fearon 

Careers Lead 

  

  

How to Register: Parent Guide 

  

  

Welcome to Start! 

  

These instructions explain how to register for Start. To create your own username and 

password, please follow the simple steps below. 

  

  

 Go to www.startprofile.com 

 and click Register 

  

 Enter your first name, surname, email address, postcode and gender 

  

http://www.startprofile.com/


Tip: if you forget your username or password we will use the email address you 

provide to send you a reminder 

  

 Choose a memorable username and a secure password and click Get Started 

  

 Click Login and enter your username and password. Click Login 

  

       

  

The first time you log in you will be required to complete the following: 

  

 Select “I am a Parent and would like to use Start with my children.” 

  

  

 


