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Without a doubt, one of the most important decisions Catholic parents can make with 
their children is choosing the right secondary school to attend during a very crucial 
period in their lives of faith formation. It would be fair to say parents and future  

students will want a very safe, strong community with high academic standards, an excellent  
improving track record of achievement in public examinations, outstanding pastoral provision and 
an ideal environment for further faith formation, learning, and preparation for adult life with an  
appreciation and understanding of the sense of vocation in all choices they make.

It is a privilege to be able to say that St Thomas More Language College genuinely offers you 
this choice which has been acknowledged by Ofsted (2013/2014) and the Diocese (2014), who 
both judged the College as Outstanding in all areas.

You will see from the contents of our prospectus and developing website the various aspects of 
our rich and diverse Catholic curriculum, the commitment of well-qualified teaching staff, the high 
expectations we set our students and our Catholic ethos, which is profoundly rooted in the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ by promoting the living out of the Gospel values in our daily lives.

At St Thomas More Language College, we firmly believe in the working partnership between 
College, parents, students and parishes to be of paramount importance in contributing beyond 
measure to the success of our commitment to drawing out of our students the image and likeness of 
God by Serving God and Striving for Excellence.  This is what God intends them to be, which clearly is 
the best they can be.

Therefore, may I take this opportunity on behalf of the College Governors and staff at  
St Thomas More Language College to invite you to visit and experience for your good selves just 
some of the educational standards and facilities we provide.  We look forward to meeting you and 
being available to answer any questions you may have.

St Thomas More Language College is  
a Voluntary Aided Secondary School,  

part of the Archdiocese of Westminster.

St Thomas More 
Language College

Cadogan Street, Chelsea
SW3 2QS

Tel: (020) 7589 9734
Fax: (020) 7823 7868

Email: info@stm.rbkc.sch.uk
Website: www.stmlc.co.uk

The Royal Borough  
of  Kensington and Chelsea.

Dr Trevor Papworth, BSc (Hons)., Ph.D., P.G.C.E., MBA., N.P.Q.H., MA. 
Headteacher
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Prayer of St Thomas More
The things good Lord that we pray for, give us the grace to labour for, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

In his famous book Utopia, Thomas More describes his ideal  
society. In his own life he portrayed the characteristics of an ideal 

man. In his prayer he extols us to work for what we pray for. It is this 
model that we hope will inspire the whole community at St Thomas 
More Language College.

He was a loving and caring family man whose religious  
convictions served as an example to all.  As Lord Chancellor  
he came into dispute with the King when he refused to swear to the 
Act of Supremacy. He was accused of treason and imprisoned in the 
Tower.  Thomas refused to give in and was condemned to death and 
executed on the 6th of July 1535.

He is an inspiring patron for every student in our College, which 
has the distinction of being situated in his beloved Chelsea where he 
and his family lived.

CARE

HISTORY OF
THE COLLEGE

OUR PATRON

“I die  
the King’s good servant,  

but God’s first”.
Final words of St Thomas More 

before his execution.

The pastoral care and discipline of the College is maintained through establishing strong  
partnerships with the Inclusion team, parents, carers and external and internal agencies.  

All parents are fully informed of the aims, ethos and expectations of the College and are asked to 
sign a written agreement in support of this. 

The Inclusion team drive the College’s pastoral care with form tutors 
at the heart of this.  The tutors are supported by a team of Heads of Year, 
Inclusion support workers and an Inclusion Manager who oversees the full 
organisation of pastoral care within the College and liaises with agencies to 
support the whole wellbeing and welfare of the student.

A framework of College rules has been carefully worked out to ensure 
that discipline and good order prevail.  The College rules are published in 
the student planner which is distributed to all students each year.  This is  
an important means of communication between students, parents, carers 
and College.

In persistent cases of a student not meeting our expectations, parents/
carers of the child involved are informed and their cooperation is expected 
in ensuring the student understands that such behaviour is not acceptable 
and will not be tolerated.  Guidance and mentoring from internal/external 
agencies will be offered to support the young person to develop strategies 
to improve behaviour and support learning.

PASTORAL

Education for boys and girls has been provided on these premises since 1845. The first 
foundation in 1885 was for 200 students and a school has been in existence on the site 

since that time. The Sisters of Mercy, who ran a boarding school, decided to move from the 
site in 1954 so that the school could be modernised to accommodate 249 students.  

The advantages of the location soon became apparent. It is situated in the middle of 
Chelsea, a short walk from Sloane Square, and is surrounded by a wide variety of museums. 
The school rapidly increased in popularity.

Many of the original buildings have now been supplemented by modern buildings which 
house all the facilities for a mixed, comprehensive school. The school became a Language 
College in September 2004. We are proud of the facilities that the College has to offer, and of 
the unique family atmosphere that is characteristic of St Thomas  More Language College. 

As a College we hope to develop the spiritual and academic achievements of your child. 
We have a dedicated staff who will work towards your son or daughter achieving his/her full 
potential. However, we are aware that the parents are the first educators of the child.

SAINT

Visiting the cell of St Thomas More in the Tower of London



We are a community living and growing in the Catholic faith.  The 
life and teachings of Jesus Christ are the  

foundation of all that we undertake.

WE EXPECT all the members of our community to:

•  be responsible citizens upholding Gospel values in our society

•  contribute to providing the best possible education for all

•  work together, valuing and nurturing all relationships

•  maintain an environment that allows all 
individuals to flourish and enjoy  
their education

•  honour the aims and purposes of  
the College.

In this way we are Serving God  
and Striving for Excellence  

in everything we do.

ST THOMAS MORE Language College 
is a Roman Catholic Foundation for the 

education of Catholic students which is 
provided in accordance with the  
statement made by the Bishops of England 
and Wales. 

Responsibility for the admission of  
students rests with the Governors, who 
will consider applications to the College 
made on behalf of eligible students by 
parents and carers who will actively  
support the aims, values and expectations 
of a Catholic College. 

HOW PLACES WILL BE ALLOCATED 
The Governors intend to admit the  
College’s standard number of 120  
students in Year 7 each academic year and, 
in doing so, will endeavour to preserve it’s  
comprehensive character by establishing a 
balanced intake across the ability range in 
the ratio 25:50:25. This will be achieved by 
the use of standardised verbal and  
non-verbal tests.

Each academic year St Thomas More 
Language College is oversubscribed in all 
bands and the Governors allocate places 
in accordance with the oversubscription 
criteria set out in the Admissions  
Information document in the appendix.

Home-College Partnership
Parents and carers are expected and actively 
encouraged to play a full part in the education 
of their sons and daughters as the primary  
educators of their children.  This involvement 
occurs through a number of activities such as 
our parent evenings, academic review days,  
attendance at College events and via  
questionnaires.  To add to this, we also have 
a special Year 7 parental social evening in the 
first term to enable parents and carers to 
raise any concerns they may have and meet 
their child’s tutor.  We also run extra Year 10 
and 11 parent information evenings in  
September to highlight student targets and 
progress, and identify strategies in which 
students can be supported.  The quality of this 
‘Home-College’ partnership is reflected in the 
level of attendance at these evenings and our 
College events, but is best exemplified in the 
three separate processes and selection of our 
relatively new Motto, Mission Statement and 
Prayer, which inform our ethos and day to day 
practices as a Catholic College.

College Uniform 
All students are expected to wear the full  
College uniform. In the first three years the 
colours are green and grey for the girls and 
black for the boys. The girls wear: green 
blazer, grey skirt, white blouse, College tie, 
green cardigan. The boys wear: black blazer, 
black trousers, white or grey shirt, College 
tie, black anorak when required.  
A full uniform list is available on request.

MISSION
STATEMENT ADMISSIONS
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The Governors expect parents/
carers who make an application to 
the College to have attended one 

of the College’s Secondary Transfer 
Open Evenings, and priority will be 

given to applicants who are  
practising Catholics.

The local education authority  
publishes a booklet Choosing a 
Secondary School in Kensington 
and Chelsea, and primary schools 
are notified of the dates and times 

of our Open Evenings.

COLLEGE



 

We are particularly blessed with our fantastic  
location, which is walking distance from a number 
of important educational and religious buildings. 
To mention but a few we regularly either visit or 
perform in places such as the Royal Albert Hall, the 
National History, V & A and Science Museums, 
and Westminster Cathedral, which is of particular 
importance to us as it is the largest and most  
important Catholic church in England and Wales. 
It is an amazing building offering numerous rich 
spiritual spaces in which to pray and meditate. Our 
students are given opportunities to explore the  
Cathedral and take part in Mass.

Attendance at 
the Cathedral

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

St Thomas More Language College    PROSPECTUS     Page 3

Chaplaincy/Worship
At the heart of the College building stands our Chapel offering a silent oasis in the 
midst of our learning environment, a place of sanctuary and encounter with the 
living God. Here we can spend time with Christ; we can sit with the saints, we can 
examine our lives and explore the perennial call to conversion and reconciliation. 
Here is none other than the gate of heaven and the pearl of great price. Here is 
Jesus waiting to be found, willing to enlighten and encourage us in our journey of 
faith encouraging us to be signs and witnesses to his gospel of salvation.

Chaplain  We are very fortunate to have a priest as our full time Chaplain in the College. 
Daily Mass  Fr Antony celebrates Mass each day in the College Chapel at 8.05am.  
This celebration is open to any who would like to attend and offers a calm reflective start 
to our day.  Throughout the academic year various groups and year teams are encouraged 
to attend this Mass and to participate as readers and servers.  
Parents are also welcome to join us. 

Each week students and staff can request 
their various personal Intentions to be 
offered at this Mass. We also remember 
at the Altar all those who are sick in 
our College community and those who 
mourn loved ones as we pray for the 
repose of their souls. 
Holy Days of Obligation 
A Solemn Mass is celebrated on all Holy 
days of Obligation for the whole College 
community. For this celebration we move 
next door into St Mary’s, Cadogan Street.  
Our students play an active part in the 
planning and delivery of these  
celebrations as servers, readers,  
singers and welcomers. 
Collective Worship  In tutor groups 
each morning there is a Daily act of 

worship composed around a whole school theme. This theme for reflection is picked up 
in our weekly Year group assemblies in the main school hall which are delivered in turn by 
staff and tutor groups. 
Seasons of the Year  The holy Seasons of Advent and Lent sees a number of  
different events running in the Chapel from Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament through to guided meditation and silence. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  Having a priest on staff means the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is available whenever a student or member of staff asks. 
Above all the Chapel is open and welcome, offering every visitor space for prayer and reflection. 
‘What is nobler than to-mould the character of the young? I consider that he who 
knows how to form the youthful mind is truly greater than all painters, sculptors and 
all others of that sort.” St John Chrysostom

UTOPIA Faith Group 
We have a thriving Christian group in the College 
called UTOPIA which meets each Monday and 
Tuesday lunchtime in the Chapel. UTOPIA offers a 
space for our students to question and debate as well as 
the chance to be still and to pray together.  A highlight 
was our pilgrimage to Rome, when our Year 8 students 
visited the eternal city, celebrated Mass in the Basilica 
of St Paul outside the Walls and in the Basilica of St 
Mary Major, visited the Vatican museums, entered the 
Sistine Chapel, explored the catacombs of St Sebastian 
and were privileged to attend a Papal Audience and to 
receive the Pope’s Pontifical Blessing. 

OUR TEACHING of Religious Education is based on the faith and belief of the 
Catholic Church.  The aims of the Religious Education programme at St Thomas 

More Language College is to provide the students with an opportunity for  
developing their awareness of what it means to grow in faith and the love of  

Jesus Christ.  As a Christian community we strive to emulate his example of love, 
service and compassion for all.  

We hope that by the time they are ready to leave the College, students will have 
begun to understand more fully the nature of the gift that God is offering to each of 
them as confirmed members of the Church.  Above all, we want them to realise that 

their relationship with God is something which needs to be developed throughout the 
rest of their lives. In this way, they will be more open to discerning God’s calling in their 

lives to help them make the right decisions in life and to live life to the full.   
At Key Stage 4 we study the Eduqas Route B Religious Studies Specification.  

In Year 11 pupils will have two one-and-a-half-hour exams and one one-hour exam  
on the following modules: 

1. Foundational Catholic Theology    
2. Applied Catholic Theology    

3. Judaism

I will not mistrust God, though I shall feel myself weakening and on the verge  
of being overcome with fear...  I trust he shall place his holy hand on me and in the stormy seas  

hold me up from drowning.”  St Thomas More
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MAYNE CAMPIONHOWARD FISHER SHERWIN

The House System is designed to add an element of fun, community spirit and 
competition to school life at St Thomas More Language College. By encouraging 
participation in a wide range of events it brings the school community closer 
together and helps to create a supportive learning environment. It also  
encourages everyone to recognise and value their own and other  
students’ strengths.

The concept of a reward system that uses points is framed around not simply 
positive recognition for acceptable behaviour and giving immediate feedback to 
the student, but also centres on:
•  improving self esteem 
•  motivation and engagement
•  contribution to the group
•  reinforcement of boundaries to target student and others within the  

teaching environment
•  positive recognition
•  choice and responsibility. Throughout the year a number 

of inter-house competitions 
take place allowing for more  

opportunities for gaining 
house points. At the end of the 
year Sports Day takes place at 
Battersea Park, where all the 
houses compete in a number 
of different activities to win 

the Sports Day Shield.

All these are added up and  
the winning house is awarded 
the House Cup and named 

House Champion!

House Points are awarded online using 
a system called EPraise. EPraise enables 
students and parents to see clearly which 
subjects they have been awarded house 
points in and the reason for the  
achievement. These include:
• Home Learning 
• Effort
• Volunteering
• Articulation
• Attendance
• Participation
• Charity
• Citizenship
• Tracking - Home Learning Completion
and Progress

• Punctuality
Other notable achievements such as  
participation in Mass, after school clubs 
or sports teams will also be recorded.
Both students and parents will be able 
to access the system and keep a regular 
check on progress. To do so follow the 
steps below:
1. Go to www.epraise.co.uk
2. In the top right hand corner select  
‘St Thomas More Language College’  
from the drop down box
3. Click ‘login’
4. Click on the tab titled ‘Students’
5. Enter the student’s username and  
password and click ‘Login.’

HOUSE
SYSTEM The principle objective of the House System is: 

‘To promote competition and healthy rivalry among students in all 
the activities of the school, curricular and extra-curricular, and also 

to foster such qualities of loyalty and leadership.’
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ENGLISH 
The English curriculum aims to provide opportunities for students to become  
confident and effective communicators and decoders of language.  In turn, this  
will empower the individual and is the key to becoming an active member of  
civilised society. Year 7 and 8 students follow a series of carefully designed programmes of  
study that provide opportunities to explore a wide range of texts, from novels, plays and poetry  
to non-fiction, film and the new media.  Students also receive up-to-the-minute teaching and  
learning approaches designed to develop essential literacy skills and the ability to write for a range  
of purposes and audiences.

In addition to their mainstream English curriculum, Year 7 and 8 students follow a  
formalised Accelerated Reading programme designed to both foster a love of reading and  
develop essential comprehension and information retrieval and synthesis skills.  Students’ 
reading habits and abilities are tracked and encouraged and a wide range of online quizzes and 
motivational strategies are deployed to ensure students make reading a habitual part of their  
lives.  The programme provides a vital boost in students’ motivation and self-esteem and also 
seeks to thoroughly challenge and recognise the endeavours of our more able students. Year 9 
students receive a year-long carousel curriculum in preparation for GCSE.  

As a result, a strong emphasis is placed on independent study, team work and project-
based activity.  The five topics of study are:

• Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural issues within Literature     
• Modern Drama    • Shakespeare    • Media and Social Debate     

• Crafting Language for Purposes and Audiences
By the end of Year 9 all students are expected to have become the independent and  

committed learners that the challenging GCSE curriculum requires. Years 10 and 11 are  
principally based on the requirements for the AQA GCSE qualifications.  Students are offered 
two separate GCSEs – English Language and English Literature and are assessed by a  
combination of Controlled Assessment and external examination.

Underpinning the entire English curriculum is a firm focus on the skills of Drama, Oracy 
and Debate as we strongly believe in the power of the spoken word and the importance of  
gaining confidence, self-awareness and an implicit understanding of the needs of others.  

We are a very creative and dynamic teaching team and as such, our lessons are varied,  
active and often call upon students to engage in the learning in unusual ways.  In addition, 

we aim to provide as many out-
of-classroom learning experiences 
as possible from theatre trips and 
poetry workshops to drama  
productions and Literature walks 
around London.

STUDENTS AT St Thomas More Language College follow a broad and  
balanced curriculum which ensures that they receive a fully rounded 

education both in the traditional subjects as well as equipping them with the 
skills and knowledge needed to become 21st Century citizens.  

Expectations for students are high and progress within the curriculum is carefully 
monitored and reported to parents/carers throughout the school year.  Our GCSE 
results improve year on year and we are delighted that so many of our students 
achieve exceptional results.  We have strong links with post 16 institutions to ensure 
students continue their studies beyond Year 11.

Within our curriculum, students are encouraged to reflect on their faith whilst 
following programmes to enhance their spiritual, moral, emotional, aesthetic, creative, 
mathematical and scientific development both within and beyond their everyday 
studies. We also provide a full range of enrichment activities to extend students 
further. The Catholic life of our College is at the heart of our curriculum in  
developing the whole person.

A CATHOLIC
CURRICULUM

At Key Stage 3, the National Curriculum is broken down into units lasting  
approximately four weeks.  For each unit, goals are clearly defined so that  
students can plot their own progress.  The practical nature of the course aims 
to develop skills and techniques.

A range of courses is offered at Key Stage 4 to meet the need and interests  
of all students.  These include GCSE’s in Science, Additional Science and  
Separate Sciences.  BTEC Applied Science is also taught.

MATHEMATICS
Our aim is to ensure that all students 
achieve their full potential in Mathematics 
and gain both enjoyment and understand-
ing of the subject.  As we recognise that all  
students develop at different stages, 
students are set by ability throughout the 
College.  Careful records are kept of each 
students Mathematical progress and a 
wide range of appropriate and stimulating 
resources are provided to support their 
development.  

Additional support is available for those 
who experience difficulty with the subject.  
Enrichment and extension materials are 
provided for those who require an  
additional challenge.  

We also use up to date ICT and  
technology at all levels.

SCIENCE
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HISTORY
The Key Stage 3 course puts emphasis on acquiring an  
in-depth knowledge of a number of periods studied, such as:

Year 7: Medieval Realms
Year 8: The Making of the United Kingdom and Black Peoples  

of the Americas
Year 9: Expansion, Trade and Industry followed by World War 1 

and World War 2
Within all these topics the students are encouraged to develop  

both empathetic skills and an ability to organise historical sources.  
Where possible trips are arranged to historical places to  

complement classroom studies.
History is a popular choice at Key Stage 4, with students  

following a Modern History Course.  The topics are as follows:
• International Relations 1919-1939
• Germany 1919-1945
• Controlled Assessment
Students are expected to be able to work independently but also 

contribute to small group discussions as well as whole class discussion.  
They develop further their skills of interpreting a wide range of sources, 
and are expected to comment upon the reliability and usefulness of 
these sources.  GCSE examination results have consistently been above 
the National Average for grades A* to C.

Students at all stages are encouraged to develop their exist-
ing ICT skills, learn new techniques and have an awareness 
of the impact ICT has on modern day society. The College 
has invested a great deal in equipping and regularly updating 
the ICT equipment, including an interactive whiteboard in all 
classrooms.  All subject areas within the curriculum have good 
access to the facilities and students are encouraged to make 
use of the computer suites both in and out of lesson time.  

There are approximately 300 computers distributed in  
classrooms throughout the College.  Ninety wireless laptops 
are available for use in all areas.  

The College makes good use of our managed learning  
environment to support students in their studies both in and 
out of College time.

INFORMATION AND  
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
ICT is delivered throughout the College as both a 
discrete subject and a cross curricular theme.  

GEOGRAPHY 
The Key Stage 3 course provides a thematic approach to  

Geography which emphasises the relationship between the  
physical and human environment.  

Particular attention is paid to issues of sustainability and sustainable development.  
• In Year 7 students conduct a local area study followed by work on coping with flooding.  In the spring term they study Ghana and 

Extreme Weather.  In the summer term they study conservation and the football industry.  
• In Year 8 students investigate Britain, Italy and the European Union followed by how rivers shape the land,  environmental concerns 

and also investigate Tourism and the Geography of Crime.
At Key Stage 4 students will follow Edexcel B The Evolving Planet.  This is broken down into four modules:

1. The Dynamic Planet.
Investigation of Geological processes, ecosystems, the atmosphere and climate.

2. People and the Planet.
Investigation of how populations grow and change, where people live and work, and how they exploit and use resources.

3. Making Geographical Decisions
This is designed to teach you how to make decisions about a specific topic, based on evidence studied.

4. Controlled Assessment
Including residential fieldwork to collect primary data.

In addition to these modules, students will also study The Rise and Rise of China.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
As 61% of the students at St Thomas More have access to a language at home 
other than English, we consider ourselves a truly multicultural community. 

A large proportion of our students come from a range of countries across 
Europe, Central and South America, Africa and Asia and we throughly enjoy 
celebrating the wide range of home languages and cultures that our students 
bring to St Thomas More.  

All students work towards achieving a GCSE in either French or Spanish  
at St Thomas More Language College and wherever possible, we give students 
the opportunity to gain a Language qualification in their home language. 

 Therefore, many students leave St Thomas More having gained two GCSE 
Language qualifications which prepares them well for their future studies and 
opens up a wide range of opportunities for their working adult life. 

Residential trips abroad                                                                                                                                           
Over the last five years we have created 
a strong link with students and teachers 
from our Spanish Exchange school,  
Colegio La Salle in Santander, Spain. 
Students from La Salle visit St Thomas 
More  with their teachers each year in 
March. Many students enjoy having a 
Spanish partner for a day and getting to 
know them. St Thomas More students 
also have the opportunity to visit La Salle 
as part of a residential visit to Cantabria 
in June each year.  Whilst they are in Spain, 
our students experience the language 
and culture and most importantly, create 
strong friendships with students through 
a visit to La Salle and joint trips with their 
Spanish partners. 

We also run a residential trip to the 
Maison Claire Fontaine Language centre 
in Burgundy, France which gives students 
the opportunity to experience French 
language and culture in a rural setting 
and take part in a wide range of cultural 
and enrichment activities. Students have 
designated French lessons but develop 
their linguistic skills considerably through 
a whole range of fun, enjoyable language 
immersion activities.  They also sample the 
delights of French cuisine prepared  
to perfection by the Maison Claire  
Fontaine chef!

In Year 7 students study French for half of the year and Spanish for the 
other half of the year. 

At the end of Year 7, students can choose the language that they wish to 
continue with. From Year 8 onwards, students study their chosen language, 
developing a deep knowledge and awareness of its cultural and grammatical 
aspects. 

In MFL lessons great importance is placed upon developing students’ 
confidence and fostering enjoyment of language so that students feel able 
to participate fully in lessons and are encouraged to develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills to the highest possible level. 

Enrichment activities                                                                                                                                       
At St Thomas More we offer students a range of cultural and linguistic 
enrichment activities. For example, in Year 7 students participate in a work-
shop which allows them to consider how Christmas is celebrated in a range 
of countries and they also sample a range of activities on Brazil day in July. In 
Year 8 students take part in the ‘Teach a friend a language’ (TAFAL)  
competition which provides them with the opportunity to teach their home 
language to some of their friends. In Year 9 students have had the opportunity 
to take part in Filipino day or Latino day.
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ART
The subject is taught to encourage individual creativity to  
blossom and excel.  Each year group is set a theme that  
becomes the focus for the students activities, for example:
Year 7: Myself
Year 8: Pattern and Printing

Students will gain extensive experience of painting, print 
making, collage work, 3 dimensional construction and batik.  
Each topic has a parallel History of Art theme, so that students 
learn the historical concepts with their practical work.  

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
Students in Year 10 are offered the opportunity to complete the Duke 
of Edinburgh Bronze Award. Students are encouraged to volunteer, 
take part in a physical activity and improve their ability in a skill over 
the year. During extracurricular sessions they learn basic first aid,  
survival skills, team work, map reading and how to cook on a camp 
stove. The climax of the Award is the expedition. This sees students 

undertake a 21km hikeover a weekend carrying their tents and all they require to 
survive for the weekend.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is designed to help students with team work 
and independence skills. Students work in groups and become active members of 
the College and wider community. Previous students have volunteered in  
libraries, at church groups and in local charity shops. Some have discovered sports 
they previously didn’t know they enjoyed, joined cadets, performed in a show, or 
learnt to cook. Seeing students develop on their expedition weekends is  
wonderful and they all develop a newfound respect for the countryside. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award gives students the opportunity to learn skills 
that they will develop throughout the rest of their lives. They are able to go on 
and take part in the Silver and Gold Awards at sixth forms and colleges after St 
Thomas More.

We want the students to grow and develop  
spiritually, morally, academically, socially and culturally.  

We are hopeful that through FIA the graduates of  
St Thomas More Language College will emerge  
committed to promoting social justice for all.

This work is supported by visits to the local galleries 
and museums. 

As our GCSE programme of study begins in Year 9, 
students will be taught a broad range of skills, techniques 
and processes which will enable them to produce a  
substantial personal portfolio.  Students in Year 9, 10 and 
11 also work to specific themes which usually consist of 
past exam titles.  

GCSE Art is a successful option which prepares  
students with a range of skills for further education.

FAITH IN ACTION (‘FIA’)
Faith is a single step on a great adventure with God and  
education helps shape the lives of students and how they 
participate in society. As such, school life at St Thomas More 
Language College aims to educate students to live justly in 
their own lives and to strive for peace and justice for others.

The students are encouraged to think and to act  
compassionately within the College, the local community  
and society.

We, at St Thomas More Language College, want our students’ gifts 
and talents to be developed and celebrated, both for the students 
themselves, and for others. Subsequently we provide students with 
the opportunities to showcase their God-given potential and to 
promote leadership skills through a variety of projects. Some of these 
projects involve fundraising for Passage, an organisation that aims to 
help homeless people, through staff car washes, cake sales and selling 
water on Sports Day. 

FIA encourages students to raise awareness about the  
importance of buying Fairtrade products by selling Fairtrade Divine 
chocolate during Fairtrade Fortnight and students 
have actively been involved in the Send My Friend To 
School campaign whereby they are raising awareness 
about the importance of children worldwide  
receiving an education - one of the world  
leaders’ Millennium Development Goals. 



PSHEE  
Personal, Social, Health, Economic  
Education and Citizenship is taught to all  
students in this College.  Topics include  
relationships, healthy eating, coping with 
stress and many more very relevant topics.  
    There is informal assessment where 
student’s progress and effort is monitored,  
often through self-evaluation.  
Citizenship has three strands:
• Social and moral responsibility    
• Community involvement    
• Political literacy

PSHEE gives students the  
knowledge, skills and understanding 
to play an effective role in society.   
It helps them to be informed,  
thoughtful and responsible citizens, 
aware of their duties and rights.   
It promotes their spiritual, moral,  
social and cultural development, 
making them more self-confident.   
It encourages students to play a  
helpful part in the life of the College,  
community and world.  

Citizenship is taught across the  
curriculum and in PSHEE lessons. Each student will build a portfolio from Years 7 
to 11 showing evidence of their education in this subject.  There are certificates 
and rewards awarded for outstanding citizenship at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.
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The Physical Education department 
makes a unique contribution to College 
life by aiming to develop children  
physically and intellectually i.e. the whole 
person. The PE facilities the College has 
on site and the excellent off-site facilities 
at Battersea Park and local leisure  
centres in Victoria, enables the PE  
department to offer an exciting range  
of gymnastic, games and fitness activities.

Students are encouraged to develop a 
broad understanding of Physical Education 
and have ample opportunity to participate in 
both curricular and extra curricular  
activities.  There are College football teams 
and other sports teams for all year groups 
and we offer a range of inter-form  
competitions to enable all students to  
experience different levels of competition.  
Students are encouraged to develop their 
own level of health and fitness and make use 
of the facilities that are available to them.

RELATIONSHIP AND  
SEX EDUCATION 

Relationship and Sex Education  
forms part of the Pastoral,  
Science and RE Curriculum  
and follows the guidelines  

set by the Education  
Service of the Diocese  
of Westminster and  

The Department  
for Education  

and Employment.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Examination Physical Education  
can be studied and who is to say  
your son/daughter will not achieve  
a PhD in Physical Education after 
studying the subject to the highest 
level at University.  

Physical Education at St Thomas 
More Language College wants the 
student to think big.



The Library is an important resource for the whole College, with a  
wide range of fiction and non-fiction to encourage students to read  
for pleasure and to support their studies. There are also large  
collections of reference books to help students with home learning  
and computers for student use linked to the College network with  
Internet access.  Additional resources include magazines, newspapers, 
DVDs and audio material to support learning and teaching.

Classes or groups of students may be brought to the Library by  
their teachers during lessons.  Students are able also to use the room in 
their spare time as the Library is open before and after College as well  
as during morning break and lunch time.  A programme of Library  
Assistants is run with Year 10 students to mentor new Year 7s and  
ensure a smooth transition into their new school Library.  All new  
Year 7 students participate in a sponsored read in aid of the Roald Dahl  
Foundation for sick children.

The Library
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MUSIC 
The Music Department plays a central role in the life of St Thomas More Language College.  

It is a vital part of College worship, either in collective worship or at regular Mass held in  
St Mary’s Church.  There are many performance opportunities including a College concert  
each term.

Enrichment Activities
There is a very strong tradition of high quality extra-

curricular music-making.  Our choirs and ensembles 
meet regularly and work towards regular concerts, 

services and other performance opportunities.  We expect 
that those students receiving instrument or vocal tuition 

play an active role in the musical life of the College by joining 
a relevant ensemble.  The Music department currently runs the College 
Choir, Jazz Band, Orchestra, Percussion Group plus other ensembles led 
by the students themselves.  

Our ensembles are often invited to play at concerts and events 
outside College such as The Archbishops Reception at  
Westminster, the Cadogan Hall and the Royal College of Music.

Instrumental and Vocal Tuition
We have a dedicated team of peripatetic instrumental and vocal staff 

who are in great demand as professional musicians and teachers and are 
mostly students from the Royal College of Music.  

Tuition is provided on the whole range of  instruments, the cost of 
which is subsidised by the College.

Key Stage 3 Music
At Key Stage 3 students have two hour lessons per week.  Students 

study a wide range of topics to prepare them for GCSE Music including 
keyboard skills, for example the Blues, Baroque Music, Film Music and 
Music from the Media.  Students are strongly encouraged to use their own 
instruments for any practical tasks.  There is the opportunity for  
composition work at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 to be completed in the  
AppleMac suite which has the latest Garageband, Logic and  
Sibelius software.

GCSE Music
There are currently three GCSE Music groups following the OCR 

specification made up of three key areas: Performing (30%), Composing 
(30%), Listening (25%) and Written (15%).  GCSE Music students  
receive free instrumental or vocal tuition and are expected to play a  
leading role in the Music Enrichment Activities.

Music Exams
Students work towards both Associated Board of the Royal School of 
Music theory and practical music examinations from Grades 1 to 8 as 
well as Trinity Rock School and Music Theatre exams.



BUSINESS STUDIES
This includes GCSE Business 
Studies and GCSE Business and 
Economics. The Business courses 
are only studies at Key Stage 4 
although some parts of enterprise 
education are covered at Key 
Stage 3. Both courses are modular 
consisting of two exams and one 
piece of controlled assessment. 

In these courses students will 
be introduced to the world of 
small businesses and will look at 
what makes someone a  
successful business person. 

Students find out how to 
develop ideas, spot opportunities 
and manage money. 

They also see how the world 
around us affects small businesses 
and all the people involved and 
learn how businesses promote 
themselves, manage their finances 
and the people who work for 
them. In GCSE Business and 
Economics students learn how the 
economy functions, the  
government’s role in the economy 
and its impact on business.
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Students are supported 
throughout their time at  
St Thomas More Language  
College to prepare for their 
future. This includes a  
comprehensive programme of 
careers interviews and  
discussions as well as input 
during PSHEE.  In Year 10 all 
students complete a two week 
work experience. Students are 
encouraged to reflect on their 
placements by completing a  
diary as well as reflecting on 
their experience in a  
workplace, for example  
working with others,  
understanding Health & Safety 
in the workplace. 

A thorough debrief session 
is completed on their return 
to the College.  As a Catholic 
College we also actively give 
students opportunities to 
discern God’s call in their lives. 
‘Serving God’ ultimately means 
being what God intends us  
to be. 

HOME LEARNING  
Home Learning plays a vital role in the 
academic achievements of all students.  
Every student is provided with a timetable 
for home learning of up to 3 subjects per 
evening to assist them in planning their  
time effectively.  

We rely on the support of  
parents/carers to ensure that tasks are 
always completed to the highest possible 
standard and at the correct time.  

Support is available in the College for 
students who may find home learning  
more difficult.

A range of home learning tasks may 
be set and can be presented in a  
variety of ways including written,  
multi media or research tasks and  
all students have access to our man-
aged learning environment FROG to 
help them develop independent home 
learning skills.

Students home learning is care-
fully monitored and students receive 
certificates and rewards for home 
learning completion. 

CAREERS
There will be a spiral  

programme delivered through 
PSHEE lessons, group and  

individual interviews with the  
Careers Adviser and e-mentoring 
on the internet. Each student will 

also keep an Employability  
passport recording skill and  

experiences gained in preparation 
for the world of work. 

VOCATIONS AND WORK 
RELATED CURRICULUM



The information contained in this prospectus is  
appropriate, but all matters which it contains are  

subject to change from time to time both before and  
after going to press.
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More and Most Able 
The College runs a highly successful programme for  
students on its More and Most Able Programme.  

The top 10% of students are placed on a register 
which is compiled through Cognitive Ability Tests and 
cross reference with teacher recommendation.  

The register includes those who show evidence of 
their ability in a particular academic subject and/or a 
range of subjects, or a talent in sport, music, drama or 
art.  The register is reviewed twice yearly and parents/
carers are encouraged to support the participation of 
their children.

Students benefit from differentiated learning  
strategies, fast tracking in some subjects and additional 
GCSE classes.  

In addition they are offered specialised outings,  
Summer Schools, Advanced Skill Classes and  
Master Classes in a wide range of creative and  
academic classes.

In Year 10 students are offered the opportunity to 
visit Oriel College, Oxford – with whom we  
are partnered.

Solving a 
problem
Any parent/carer 
wishing to raise or 
discuss any problem 
should either contact 
the College by  
telephone or letter  
in order to make an  
appointment with  
the appropriate  
member of staff or  
the Headteacher.

Learning Support 
St Thomas More Language  
College prides itself on the fact 
that all subjects are responsible for 
meeting the SEND their students 
may bring to the classroom. 

The Learning Support  
Department offers a diagnostic 
prescriptive service to help support 
students in all subject areas. 

The full policy is available, on 
request, in a variety of languages. 



St Thomas More Language College
Cadogan Street, Chelsea, SW3 2QS

Tel: (020) 7589 9734
Fax: (020) 7823 7868

Email: info@stm.rbkc.sch.uk 
www.stmlc.co.uk

Front cover portrait of St Thomas More by Hans Holbein the Younger, 
reproduced by courtesy of the Medici Society.


