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Umbreen Bhatti

Umbreen is the Constance Hess Williams ’66 Director
of the Athena Center for Leadership at Barnard
College. Previously, she served as Director of the
KQED Lab, the Bay Area’s NPR and PBS station’s
in-house innovation lab. As a John S. Knight
Journalism Fellow at Stanford University, she
developed and then hosted the podcast
“Kaleidoscope: Reflections on Islam.” Beyond media,
Umbreen has worked with universities, libraries, local

government, and nonprofits to support their efforts to meet the needs of their
constituents in new and exciting ways.

Earlier in her career, she practiced law at the Disability Rights Legal Center in Los
Angeles, the ACLU in Wilmington, Del., and Latham & Watkins in Washington, D.C., and
taught law students as an adjunct professor at the Widener University School of Law.

Umbreen is a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School and Barnard College.

Stephen Buckley

Stephen Buckley is a Eugene C. Patterson Professor of
the Practice of Journalism and Public Policy at Duke
University’s Sanford School of Public Policy. Prior to
this role, he was the lead story editor at Global Press
Journal.

Stephen has been in and around the fields of
journalism and communications for more than 30
years as a reporter, editor and trainer. He has taught in

the United States, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. He began his
career with The Washington Post, where he spent 12 years as a local reporter and
international correspondent based in Nairobi and Rio de Janeiro. He then went to the
St. Petersburg Times (now Tampa Bay Times) in Florida where he served as national
reporter, managing editor and digital publisher before turning to teaching. As the dean
of faculty at the Poynter Institute for Media Studies for 4 1/2 years, Stephen ran many
writing workshops, including at Harvard University’s Nieman Narrative Conference.

In 2015, he returned to Nairobi to join the Aga Khan University Graduate School of
Media and Communications, where he ultimately served as an associate dean in
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charge of professional and executive programs. In his four years there, the startup
school developed courses for and taught more than 1,500 journalists.

Stephen’s honors include the International Reporting Award from the National
Association of Black Journalists for his coverage of Africa; the InterAction Award for
Humanitarian Reporting; and the Paul Hansell Distinguished Journalism Award as
Florida’s best newspaper reporter. As an editor, he served four times as a juror for the
Pulitzer Prizes.

Cristi Hegranes

Cristi founded Global Press in 2006 to create a new
form of ethical, accurate global news. Her
values-driven approach to journalism prioritizes
dignity, diversity and transparency.

In her role as CEO and publisher, Cristi leads the
business side of the organization, which is committed
to keeping editorial processes 100% independent.
Cristi is an expert in local journalist security. She

created the industry-leading Global Press Duty of Care program to provide for the
physical, emotional, digital and legal security of its journalists. The program establishes
best practices for the care of local female journalists in challenging markets.

Houda Elyazgi

Houda is the Chief Client Officer at Saxum, an
integrated marketing and communications agency.
An experienced marketing and communications
professional, Houda joins the Global Press Board of
Directors in a pivotal moment when external
communications strategy and brand awareness are
key focus areas.

Houda is on the board of trustees of Oklahoma City’s
National Memorial Museum and is also a board member of the Oklahoma Center for
Community and Justice, an organization dedicated to helping Oklahomans overcome
bias, bigotry, and oppression.
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Nomzamo Majuqwana

Nomzamo Majuqwana is the Strategy Director of
Work.co, a digital product agency. A systems thinker
and designer with a track record for building
innovative products, Nomzamo joins the Global Press
Board of Directors to help chart the organization's
strategic trajectory in the wake of recent audience
and budget growth.

Nomzamo is British-South African and is a passionate
advocate for diversity in the workplace. She is based in New York.

Benjamin McKee

Benjamin is the Chief Financial Officer of The Atlantic,
and was previously CFO of Atlantic Media which was a
holding company with ownership of Quartz,
Government Executive, Long Dash, National Journal,
Ballast Research, CityLab, and The Atlantic.

With over 12 years of media and 15 years of finance
experience, he has overseen the implementation of
substantial growth strategies, restructuring processes,

and all M&A activity including the sale of Government Executive, Ballast, The Atlantic,
CityLab, and Quartz.

Benjamin earned his MBA from Georgetown University, and his undergraduate degree
at the University of Rochester. He lives in Washington, DC with his wife, Alanna, and
son, Julien.

Dr. Geetha Murali

Dr. Geetha Murali is the Chief Executive Officer of
Room to Read, a leading international education
organization that believes World Change Starts with
Educated Children.® Room to Read transforms the
lives of millions of children through education,
creating a world free from illiteracy and gender
inequality. As CEO, Geetha has been a driving force
behind the exponential scale of Room to Read’s
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quality programs – achieving presence in 20 countries and benefiting more than 23
million children to date.

Geetha’s commitment to ensuring measurable and scalable impact through robust
technical design and operational excellence has been recognized by former first lady of
the United States Michelle Obama, with both the first lady’s girls’ education initiatives,
Let Girls Learn and Girls Opportunity Alliance, promoting Room to Read’s gender
equality program as a role model for the sector.

Geetha is a member of the Forbes Nonprofit Council, a Social Impact Officer and
member of the Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO) and has been recognized by
WIRED as a leader who will shape the next 25 years. Geetha received her master’s
degree in biostatistics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her
master’s and doctorate degrees in South Asian Politics from the University of California
at Berkeley.

Linda Shostak

Linda Shostak retired from a 43-year career as a
nationally recognized litigator and trial lawyer at
Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco.  Linda was a
pioneer and innovator at her firm Morrison and
Foerster—the second woman to make partner, the
first woman to lead a department, the first woman to
chair the partnership review committee, and the first
woman member of the firm’s partner compensation
committee.  She was the longest tenured female

lawyer and partner in the firm’s history.  Linda has been a dedicated mentor and
teacher to younger lawyers both within the firm and throughout the larger legal
community.  She is a role model for a wider, more inclusive vision of effective advocacy.

Linda was a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers, an associate of the
American Board of Trial Advocates, and is the recipient of ADL’s Distinguished
Jurisprudence award.
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Michelle Swenson

Michelle is the chair of the Global Press Board of
Director. She works with social enterprises as a board
member, advisor and investor. She spent most of her
corporate career as a senior executive at Charles
Schwab & Co. Inc. where she built businesses,
developed products and led strategic planning,
marketing and technology organizations. She also led
marketing for a fintech startup and was a nonprofit
executive director. Her interests include voting rights,

reproductive justice and local journalism. In addition to Global Press, she is currently
affiliated with Rise Up, Way to Win, Center for Reproductive Rights, Women Donors
Network, and others.

She has degrees from Duke University and the University of California, Berkeley.

globalpress.co   |   globalpressjournal.com


