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Introduction to Elkdom

The Order of Elks is an organization of American citizens who inculcate the principles of Charity,
Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; and promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of their fellow
members; and quicken the spirit of American patriotism.

The Order is not concerned with one's political affiliations, and it does not permit either religion or
politics to be injected into, or to have any effect upon its fraternal deliberations, national or local.

It lures no man to its doors by any promised material benefits that might appeal to his self-interest. It
pledges no support to the furtherance of personal ambitions. It has no insurance feature to appeal to
one's sense of economy. It is beneficent, not merely benevolent, and believes that doing good is better
than merely being good. It teaches that it is nobler to serve rather than to be served, that laughter is
better than tears, that a kind word is more potent than a frown, and that life is all the sweeter for a song.
The Order of Elks is best served through the existence of informed members rather than people
concerned with just what a member receives when he joins the Lodge. He must be told of the principles
of the Order, the activities and facilities it has to offer, its programs and objectives, and especially of its
many benevolences. Through Orientation we want every Elk to be so knowledgeable of his membership
that he will not only take part in the workings of the Lodge, but also will cherish it and keep it for as
long as he lives.
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History of the Elks

The Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks began in 1868. Since that time, it has

become one of the largest organizations in the United States. It has over one million men

and women as members and has nearly 2,200 lodges in communities across the United

States.

The Order was originally called “Jolly Corks”, which was organized by Charles Algernon

Sidney Vivian. He was an entertainer who had moved to New York City. The group felt

the need to go beyond fellowship after the death of a fellow members in 1867. In 1868

the Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks was established on February the 16th.

Word quickly spread about the order and soon there were requests for Elks Lodges all

across the area. On March 10, 1871, the State of New York issued a charter and this

became the first Elks Lodge. The new Grand Lodge was granted the power to establish

Lodges throughout the United States.

The first Flag Day Ceremony was held on June 14, 1907. The day became a tradition and

then later was declared a National Holiday by President Harry S. Truman. The Elks

funded the first two field hospitals in France. At Camp Sherman Ohio, the Elks also built

a 72-room community house. In Boston, a 700-bed rehabilitation hospital was also built.

They later turned this over to the War Department. Money was also raised for the

Salvation Army's frontline Canteens.

The Elks was the only civilian organization asked to help recruit construction workers for

the military when World War II began. The task was completed three months ahead of

schedule. Merchant Marines were provided with more than a half million books to read

while on board ship. When the Korean War began, the Elks were there to help again.
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More than half a million pints of blood were donated to help the wounded soldiers. Elks

responded when the wounded from Vietnam needed help. Funds were provided by the

Elks for a pavilion at the Navy Hospital on Guam. Twenty-four air conditioning units

were purchased so that the wounded could recuperate in comfort at the Tripler Medical

Center in Hawaii. The Elks once again began supporting our men and women who were

serving in Operation Desert Storm. Lodges began letter-writing campaigns to keep the

spirits up of the men and women serving our country. The Elks were among the first to

welcome our troops home, as well as thank them for a job well done. The Elks story is

long, their work is humble, and their history is proud. As long as there are those who

need help, the Elks will be there to give aid and comfort.

Elks made this commitment to our veterans "As long as there are veterans in our hospitals

the Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks will never forget them."

The Elks have provided over three billion dollars in cash, goods, and services to our

country. They also give more than eight million dollars in scholarships assistance to

worthy high school students annually. Elks have been a national leader in fighting drug

abuse by providing accurate and informative literature to schools, and by supporting

projects such as "America's Promise”. Elks also sponsor youth programs such as hoop

shoot. These programs encourage friendly competition for boys and girls age 8-13. The

programs encourage a positive self-image for the participants and promote a pro-family,

anti-drug message.

Every Elks Lodge makes a positive difference in its community. Lodges design programs

to meet the specific needs in their community. Each and every day Elks actively carry our

national motto ELKS CARE...ELKS SHARE...
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"My Obligation"

The OBLIGATION which I will assume to become a member of the Order is an essential

part of my initiation and involves certain duties which are necessarily implied, as well as

those which are formally expressed.

By that OBLIGATION, so assumed, I become a member of the Order of Elks, not merely

a member of my own Lodge. The rights and privileges thereby conferred upon me

include the right to attend the meetings of any other local Lodge, and to avail myself of

the facilities of any club house maintained by such other Lodge, in accordance with its

rules and regulations relating thereto. And I am as much amenable to the Grand Lodge

Statutes as I am to the by-laws of my own Lodge.

I am entitled to participate in the deliberations of my own Lodge; and it is my duty to

attend its meetings for that purpose, with proper regard for other duties, which may also

rest upon me. I share the responsibility for its acts and by my vote in Lodge sessions and

by the appropriate exercise of my influence; endeavor to have those acts reflect my own

views. But I shall, with good grace, yield to the majority when it has been duly registered.

The charitable and benevolent activities of my Lodge frequently require the personal

attention of members other than its officers. I shall readily respond to an official call upon

me for a fraternal service that may be within my reasonable capacity to render.

It is only by the continued display of such a spirit of fraternal cooperation that my Lodge

can maintain itself as the instrument of community service it is designed to be. And it is

only by generously putting my individual service to this fraternal association that I shall

secure for myself in greatest measure the satisfaction and happiness, which should attend

membership in the Order.





Typical Meeting Room Layout



Officers - Local, State and Grand Lodge

The nomination and election of Local Lodge officers is held during the first and second

meetings in February and the term of each office is one-year (except for Trustees) starting

April 1 and ending March 31 of the following year.

Elected Officers

Exalted Ruler - The Exalted Ruler, also known as the E.R., is the President of the Lodge.

He or She is responsible for all operations, programs and social quarter activities of the

Lodge. The E.R. presides at each Lodge session. The cardinal principle of this station is

Fidelity.

Esteemed Leading Knight - The Esteemed Leading Knight is the Vice President, second

in command and presides in the absence of the Exalted Ruler. The cardinal principle of

this station is Charity.

Esteemed Loyal Knight - The Esteemed Loyal Knight is the third chair officer of the

Lodge. The cardinal principle of this station is Justice.

Esteemed Lecturing Knight - The Esteemed Lecturing Knight is the fourth chair officer

of the Lodge. The cardinal principle of this station is Brotherly Love.

Secretary - The Secretary administers the Lodge membership records, business

correspondence, and all matters as directed by the Exalted Ruler.

Treasurer - The Treasurer maintains the financial records and issues checks from the

Lodge.



Trustees - Now part of the board of directors. There are Five Trustees in the Lodge who

are responsible for:

(a) Control of the funds, investments and real and personal property of the Lodge, not

otherwise provided by law, and shall receive and collect the income and rents there from,

(b) Executes all leases, contracts or other papers when ordered by the Lodge.

Tiler - The Tiler is stationed outside the Lodge room and is responsible for guarding the

door of the Lodge room during the meetings.



Appointed Officers

Esquire - The Esquire is the "Sergeant-At-Arms". He or she maintains ritual decorum

and carries out the orders of the Exalted Ruler,

Chaplain - The Chaplain delivers the prayers and blessings at all Lodge sessions and

services.

Inner Guard - The Inner Guard is responsible for guarding the inner door of the Lodge

at each Lodge meeting.

Grand Lodge and State Officers

District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler - The District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, also

known as the DDGER, is an appointed representative of the Grand Exalted Ruler for each

district within each state of the United States. The DDGER polices all Lodges in the

district to assure operations and activities follow Grand Lodge Statues. He/she reports to

the District Leader (a Past DDGER appointed by the State Sponsor) and the State

Sponsor (a Past Grand Exalted Ruler).

Past Exalted Ruler - The Past Exalted Ruler, also known as the P.E.R., holds no official

capacity in the Lodge but acts in an advisory capacity to the Exalted Ruler and the Lodge.

State President - The State President is the elected CEO of the State Association. He/she

sets the programs for the ensuing year that the President-Elect and the District Vice

Presidents promote.
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State President-Elect - The State President-Elect promotes the programs of the State

President. He/she oversees the State District Vice Presidents.

State Vice President - The State Vice President, also known as the District Vice

President, is a State Association officer selected by the District Elks and is elected at the

January Interlodge meeting and installed at the annual State Convention, in June. He/she

promotes and administers state programs and provides assistance and information to the

Lodges of the District.

Grand Exalted Ruler - The Grand Exalted Ruler is the President of the National

organization and, through the State Sponsor and the Grand Secretary, administers the

affairs of the Order and presides over the National Convention.
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What You Need to Know About the Order

Grand Lodge

● Headquarters are located in Chicago, Illinois.

● Consists of all Past Exalted Rulers and current Exalted Rulers.

● Similar to local Lodges, with the President being the Grand Exalted Ruler.

● Meets once a year, usually the early part of July, in a city voted on at a previous Grand

Lodge Session.

● Sets all national programs for all local Lodges.

● Publishes the Elks Magazine for all Elks in good standing.

Local Lodges

● Individual Lodges, located in geographical Districts within each state.

● Consist of members in good standing.

● Have officers, with the President being the Exalted Ruler.

● Meet weekly or once or twice a month throughout the year as determined by Lodge

By-Laws.

● Conduct Grand Lodge, State and Local programs.

● Publish a monthly newsletter for all Elks in good standing. State Association

● Is known as the Texas Elks State Association (TESA) and has no official headquarters.



● The staff of Texas Elks Children’s Services, Inc., located in Ottine, Texas, provides

administrative services.

● Consists of all the local Lodges within the state.

● Has officers, with the head of the association being called the TESA President.

● Meets twice a year in June and October.

● Sets all state programs.

● Administers the State Major Project, Texas Elks Children's Services Incorporated.

● Publishes state newsletter for all Elks in good standing.





What You Need to Know About:

Your Elks Membership Card

When the Secretary has issued you your membership card, be certain to sign your card.

There is also space on the reverse side of your card for your address and blood type.

Carry your membership card with you at all times. You must show it to prove yourself

and Elk in good standing to attend Lodge meetings, and without it you will not be

admitted to any other Lodge or its facilities. Your membership card will be accompanied

by a key card (plastic cover) that opens the door to your Lodge.

Dues and Delinquency

It is important that all Elks understand delinquency. The Statues of the Order (Section

14.300 GLS) provide that ".... all annual dues shall be uniform as to each and every

Member and paid at least semi-annually, in advance of April 1st and October 15th. A

member may, at his election, pay one year's dues in advance as of April 1st in any year."

Thus, since dues are payable in advance, delinquency begins on the first day of the dues

paying period. Unless a member has a membership, card showing he is paid to a date

beyond the current date, he is six months delinquent. In other words, if he owes six

months dues to pay him to an advance date, he is six months delinquent; if he owes one

year's dues to pay him to an advance date, he is delinquent one year; and if he owes more

than one year's dues to pay him to an advance date, he is more than one-year delinquent.

It is essential for everyone to understand the meaning of six months, one year and more

than one-year delinquent. If you are not sure, check with your Lodge Secretary or the

District Deputy.



Any member who is delinquent in his Dues is ineligible to attend Lodge meetings,

participate in any Lodge functions or use Lodge facilities, including the Lounge and

Dining Room.





Lodge Committees

As a new member of our Elks Lodge, you should become involved with one of our

committees to learn Elkdom and become acquainted with your Members and Sisters.

Participating in our benevolent and charitable projects will definitely be your reward for

joining. There are two types of committees in Elkdom: Community Related and Lodge

Related. Please review these committees and report to the Exalted Ruler the committee

where you can best serve. Not all Lodges currently have all of these and some Lodges

have additional Committees.

STANDING RELIEF COMMITTEE: Under Section 13.010 of the Laws of the Order

this Committee is composed of the Exalted Ruler, Esteemed Leading, Loyal and

Lecturing Knights, Secretary and Treasurer of the Lodge. Its duty is to investigate the

merits of all proposals for aid and make recommendations concerning them to the Lodge

for further action. The Committee acts in an advisory capacity only, and has no power to

collect and hold funds of the Lodge unless specifically authorized to do so in a particular

instance.

AUDITING AND ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE: The responsibilities and duties of

this Committee are set forth in Section 13.040 of the Lows of the Order.

COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: It is the responsibility of this

Committee to formulate and carry out a program of service to the community, which will

establish the Lodge as of one of its most important entities. This involves engagement in

worthwhile community activities sponsored by others as well as the promotion of projects

initiated by the Lodge.



FLAG DAY COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for the proper conduct of

the Flag Day Service mandated in Section 2.030 of the Laws of the Order.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE: This Committee is charged with

implementing the Government Relations Programs of the Grand Lodge and State

Association.

ELKS MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for the

program which is mandated by Grand Lodge for an observance on the first Sunday in

December in memory of departed members. This program is open to the public and

especially the family members of those departed.

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible

for maintaining veteran programs, which enhance and/or improve areas of service. This is

done through monthly visitation to the Veterans Hospital and other activities. The

monthly visitation includes providing and serving refreshments to the Veterans, visiting

with them, and other activities as are customary for your Lodge.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS: This Committee is responsible for preparing and executing the

proper recognition and exposure of good deeds by the Elks. This Committee is also

responsible for helping to secure articles of news for the monthly newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for helping the Lodge

and its members procure new members and helping to keep lapsation of membership at a

zero level. Stray Elk membership procurement also comes under this Committee.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for preparing

and carrying out activities which will benefit the youth of our community. From Drug

Awareness to youth sponsored activities as outlined by Grand Lodge, this Committee is

one of the most important of all.

HOOP SHOOT COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for conducting Hoop

Shoot in our community for certain age levels. From eight-year old’s through thirteen

year old’s the children are allowed to compete on a local level for best scores, which

would allow them to advance to District, State, Regional, and National competitions. The

Hoop Shoot finals are held in Springfield, Missouri in April of each year.

DRUG AWARENESS COMMITTEE: This Committee is vital to promoting drug

awareness to the youth of the community. Literature, pamphlets and other materials are

available to offer to schools, law enforcement agencies and other community

organizations. At all Lodge sponsored youth activities the drug awareness material is

handed out.

AMERÍCANISM COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for helping to

promote patriotism throughout the community. On Nationally recognized holidays this

Committee sees that the Lodge is made aware of our heritage.



LODGE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for overseeing

the many Lodge activities which take place during the year and making sure that they are

in conformity with Elk standards.

INDOCTRINATÍON COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for presenting an

Orientation program to new members prior to their Initiation into the Order.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for making the local

schools aware of the many scholarships, which are available through the Elks Scholarship

Program. There is a Legacy Scholarship, which is available only to the sons, daughters,

and grandchildren of Elk members in good standing. The committee passes out

information, receives, verifies completeness and grades the applications before they are

forwarded for State competition.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for overseeing all

fundraising activities sponsored by, from and through the Lodge. The purpose is make

sure each sponsored activity is given equal time and does not encroach on mandated Elk

programs.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE: This Committee is responsible for events that

relate to non-mandated Elk programs.

SWEETHEART: The Sweetheart is chosen by the Exalted Ruler to help raise funds,

which benefit the Texas Elks Children's Services. The Sweetheart & his/her Committee

plan fundraisers from June (after the State Convention) until April (Interlodge Sweetheart

Dance). A District Sweetheart is crowned at the Sweetheart Dance based on the amount

of money he/she has raised during the above time period. A Lodge Sweetheart is not



required but is highly recommended to raise funds. Money raised by the Sweetheart

Program makes up approximately 50% of the TECSI budget.

Other Committees: Your Lodge probably has other Committees and you will be briefed

about them during the Orientation process. One committee that is always in need of

volunteers is the House Committee. The more people who actively support this

committee, the more successful a Lodge is. Without these volunteers, it would be

impossible for a Lodge to afford to provide the services and amenities that all members

enjoy and have come to expect. Strongly consider being a part of this committee even if

you are active in other areas.



District Interlodge

Interlodge is an organization consisting of the members of all Lodges within the District

and falls under the auspices of the District Vice President. It meets four times a year and

its officers are the Interlodge Chairman, Interlodge Vice Chairman, Interlodge Secretary,

Interlodge Treasurer and Interlodge Chaplain. These officers are elected annually by the

members in attendance at the Interlodge meeting. These members also elect the District

Board of Directors Representative on the TECSI Board and his/her alternate and the

District Trustee for TESA.

The purpose of Interlodge is to promote interaction between the Lodges of the District. It

provides a forum for Lodges to share ideas, for members to get acquainted with their

fellow Elks in a social setting and for District Chairpersons to get the word out on

activities sponsored by their committees.

Along with the Interlodge meeting, there are several other meetings held during the

Interlodge. Lodge sweethearts meet to discuss upcoming sweetheart events in the

district. Past Exalted Rulers meet to discuss leadership at the district lodges. State Vice

Presidents meeting is held to keep the membership informed on all State indicatives and

programs. Lastly, there is a District Deputy clinic held to keep lodges informed about

national programs and initiatives.

Interlodge meets in January, April, August and October (optional) of each year. In

conjunction with each meeting a Dinner and Dance is held on Saturday night. Along with

these functions, Lodge Sweethearts conduct sales and raffles to raise money for their

Sweetheart Fund and at the end of the year all money raised by Interlodge is distributed

to the Lodge Sweethearts. At the April Dance the Lodge Sweethearts turn in the money



collected during the year and, based on the amount turned in by each Lodge, the District

Sweetheart if selected and crowned.

In May, Interlodge sponsors a picnic. At this function, no business is conducted. Funds

raised at this function are added to the accumulated Sweetheart money and turned in at

the State Convention in June by the District Sweetheart.

Since Interlodge is never held in the same city more than once in any given year, it gives

our members and their spouses or companions and older children a chance to get away

for a weekend of fun and entertainment. It also gives them the opportunity to see what is

going on in the other District Lodges.

You are encouraged to attend these weekend getaways, have fun and learn more about

Elkdom in the process.



Some Information about Our Lodge

USE THIS PAGE TO ENTER INFORMATION

ABOUT YOUR LODGE!



Elk Publications

The Elks Magazine is a Grand Lodge publication that is published monthly and mailed to

every member in good standing of the Order to his or her home address. This publication

contains information of National, State, and Local Lodge news that will be of interest to

all Elks and families.

TESA NEWS

The Texas Elks State Association publishes a tri-annual publication, the "TESA NEWS"

and it is mailed to every member in good standing of the State of Texas to his or her

home address. This state publication contains information usually related to State and

District news. Your Lodge, and you as well, should make newsworthy articles available

to the TESA NEWS through your Lodge Bulletin editor.

LOCAL NEWSLETTER

Your Lodge publishes a monthly newsletter and it is mailed to every member in good

standing of the Lodge. This publication contains information relevant to your Lodge. A

calendar of monthly events, Exalted Ruler's message, Secretary news, new members

names, and other information related to sickness, family announcements and the Grand

Exalted Ruler's letter. You are welcome to contribute news to be published to the bulletin

editor.

In the event you should change your address it is important to notify the Lodge Secretary

so the appropriate notification can be made on your records. The Secretary will send in

the change of address to Grand Lodge and TESA so that you will not miss one exciting

publication.



THE ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION

The Elks National Foundation is a permanent trust fund that has accumulated through

increasing voluntary gifts of Elk members, Lodges, associations, and

philanthropic-minded individuals outside our order.

The gracious manner in which our programming is being performed today has earned for

The Elks National Foundation its popular reference as the "GREÄT HEART OF

EUCDOM."

Annually our fund’s principle continues to grow. Since this money is never spent, only

invested, the interest, which is spent philanthropically, has increased as well. The image

of our Order has been substantially enhanced throughout the country because of the

benevolent activity of the philanthropic agency of The Benevolent and Protective Order

of Elks.

To be recognized as a part of this work one need only complete a formal participating

membership pledge and thon proudly wear the seal, token of the Elks National

Foundation.

PARTICIPATING CERTIFICATES:

A participating certificate is given to any member who contributes $100 to the

Foundation. Subscriptions may be paid in full, or by installments of $10 per year.

EMERGENCY EDUCATIONAL FUNDS:

Grants are provided for proper and adequate education to the children, less than

twenty-three (23) years of age, of members who have lost their lives, or have been

incapacitated, where there is a need for financial assistance - not a contest - just helping

our own.





Elks National Veterans Service Program

1. In June of 1917 The Elks National War Relief Commission was appointed to

administer a one-million-dollar fund for war relief.

2. This fund provided the complete equipping of 2 base hospitals, which were the

first to reach France. Also, the B.P.O.E. established the first rehabilitation hospital in the

United States, which became the cornerstone of what is now the VA Hospital System.

3. The Order of Elks was the first fraternal organization whose help was sought by

the government for food conservation at the request of the food commissioner, Herbert

Hoover.

4. A distinctive service of the Order in war relief was a connection with the

vocational training of disabled veterans. The commission created funds for loans to

veterans. Out of nearly 40,000 loans made, every dollar was repaid except where death

or other unavoidable circumstances made it impossible.

5. World War II found the Elks involved in different pursuits. The Lodges worked in

cooperation with the armed forces programs in recruiting. "G" boxes of smoking

materials, candy, shaving equipment. etc. were filled and sent overseas. "Write 'em a

letter" campaigns and entertainment programs were also provided. One hundred

thousand Elks wore the uniform of the armed forces; 1,800 never returned home. The



Elks Memorial Building in Chicago is dedicated to these men in the hope that so long as

the building stands there will be peace on earth.

6. After World War II, the Elks War Commission was replaced by The Elks National

Service Veterans Commission to carry out postwar work. The main project in the

Veterans program includes entertainment, recreational and occupational therapy.

Services include coffee for the USO's, deer hides for therapy, donations of books,

clothing, games, etc., excursions to ball games, fishing trips and donations of

recreational equipment.

In its increasing effort to serve those who have served, the Order of Elks tries to live up

to its pledge: "So long as there is a disabled Veteran in our hospitals, The Benevolent and

Protective Order of Elks will never forget him." Many things are needed at the VA

hospitals across the country. These include clothing, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste and

any type of games. If interested, please contact your Lodge Secretary about possible

donations.



Texas Elks Children’s Services, Inc.

TECSI is the State’s Major Charitable Project. During its 60 years of existence it has

helped many thousands of Texas children and their families in a variety of ways. It is

operated out of a beautiful facility located on a hill overlooking the town of Ottine.

Ottine is just off State Highway 183, North of Gonzales and just south of Interstate 10.

Supported by the Elks of Texas, the facility began as a Polio Hospital and, when that

disease was defeated in the 1950’s, it was converted into a diagnostic center where

disabled children could come, with their families, and receive diagnostic treatment,

counseling and referral at no charge to the families. In the 1990’s State regulations and

reduced patient load made it impossible to continue this service so the Elks found a new

way to serve the less fortunate children of Texas. They established the program, “Texas

Elks Grants for Special Children”. Under this program, each Lodge in the State is

allocated funds to spend on local needy children. The needs vary greatly but the only

requirement is that the money must improve the life of a child. TECSI administers this

program along with the Summer Camp, described below.

Throughout these transitions and continuing today for 7 weeks in the summer the facility

becomes a beehive of activity. It’s called “Elks Camp” and for six one-week sessions

disabled, handicapped and disadvantaged children are given the opportunity to feel good

about themselves and enjoy a feeling of accomplishment that they can get nowhere else.

The Camp’s motto is, “Being different doesn’t make a difference.” The camp is free of

charge to the families and really makes a difference in the children’s lives. In 2006, it

will be extended to 7 sessions with more anticipated in the future.



Over the years the endowment fund that was created to eventually fund these programs

has grown to over $5 million and is known as Texas Elks Endowment, Inc. (TEEI). As

with ENF, the principle of this fund is never spent but the proceeds earned now fund

almost half of the cost of TECSI. Some funding comes from ENF but the rest comes

from the fundraising efforts of the Lodge Sweethearts.

When your Sweetheart asks you for money and says it’s “for the children” you now

know what he/she is talking about.





The Elks Pledge

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for

which it stands; one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Tribute to the Flag

"..As this emblem is first in our hearts as loyal Americans, so it is close to our Altar as

loyal Elks. The gentle breezes with lingering caress kiss the folds of no flag, which can

compare with it in beauty. There is no such red in budding rose; in the falling leaf or

sparkling wine; no such white in April blossom in crescent moon or mountain snow; no

such blue in woman's eye, in ocean's depth or heaven's dome; and no such pageantry of

clustering stars and streaming light in all the spectrum of the sea and sky..."


