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BEFORE
1216

THE WOR LD INTO WHICH
THE DOMINICAN OR DER WAS BOR N
Christendom in the
12th and 13th Centuries

A Troubled Period
in England

The 12th century was
a time of growing con
fidence and social org
anisation in Christendom.
The energies of the war
rior class had been chan
nelled eastwards into
the C
rusades, though
wars still persisted in
the Christian kingdoms
of the west. Western
Christians now came
into new contact with
the ancient Greek, Heb
rew and Arabic schol
arship preserved in the
eastern Mediterranean
(among Islamic scholars
or in Constantinople). This assisted in a flowering of scholarship
in western Europe, marked by new guilds of scholars, known as
‘universities’, that began to be established in certain cities. Soon
these developed an academic infrastructure of libraries and lec
ture halls, bodies of students, and an international network for
sharing knowledge. The new learning spurred a greater interest in
the natural sciences, and new technologies such as the windmill
and the compass appeared.

The period preceding the friars’ arrival in these shores was one of
misrule and division. Following the reign of the absentee crusader
king, Richard I ‘the Lionheart’, came that of his younger brother,
King John.
John was born in 1166, in
Beaumont Palace in Oxford,
and ascended to the throne
in 1199. He was by nature
irascible and lascivious,
even by the standards of the
rulers of the time. His con
ception of the power vested
in a monarch was imperious
and absolute, and as a con
sequence he soon came into
conflict with the Church on
the one hand, as he attempt
ed to interfere in the selec
tion of bishops; and with the
barons on the other, as he
imposed heavy taxation to pay for his military attempts to regain
lost territory in France.
As a result of John’s aggres
sive confiscations of Church
land and his fining of clergy,
the Pope placed England
under an interdict in 1208,
and excommunicated John
in 1209. John would only
submit to papal authority in
1213.

As Europe moved towards
and into the 13th centu
ry, new challenges arose:
the power of the crusad
ers in the eastern Medi
terranean declined, with
territories being gradual
ly lost and the crusades
being wound down. The
energies of the crusaders
became redirected, with
Constantinople sacked in 1204, then new crusades begun to
eradicate enemies of Christianity closer to home: defeating the
remaining Muslim rulers in Spain, and campaigning against the
Cathars in France.
This was also a period of reform in the Church in response to lax
ity, corruption, and the presence of competing religious loyalties
among the laity: the third Lateran Council in 1179 defined the
cardinals alone to be the p
 apal electors, and imposed a minimum
age of thirty for bishops; the fourth Council in 1215 would then
deal with papal primacy and clergy reform, and importantly the
promotion of preaching (including the establishment of the Order
of Preachers).

The latter years of his reign,
1215–16, were marked by
open warfare with the bar
ons, punctuated by occa
sional attempts to negotiate
peace, one of which has
come down to us in the doc
ument we know as ‘Magna
Carta’.
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1174 –
12 21

ST DOMINIC AND A NEW DR IVE
TO PR EACH THE GOSPEL
Childhood & Early Career
Dominic was born in 1174, to a respectable and saintly family in
the little northern Spanish village of Caleruega. He was schooled
at the University of Palencia. During his studies, he was moved at
a time of famine to sell everything, including his books, to provide
for the needy. This decision brought him to the attention of the
Bishop of Osma: Dominic was appointed to the cathedral clergy,
and he settled into a life of prayer and austerity.
During the winter of 1203–04, Dominic was sent on a diplomatic
journey with the new bishop, Diego, which took them up through
the south of France, the territory of the heretical Cathars and
Waldensians, and on into Germany, where they would have heard
of the pagan Cuman tribe from the East which had ravaged the land.

Mission to the Cathars
Both Bishop Diego and Dominic experienced a clear calling to
win these souls to the true Christian faith. In one famous episode,
Dominic stayed up all night conversing with a pub landlord in order
to persuade him away from erroneous beliefs. As a consequence,
from this time they both felt moved to dedicate themselves to
preaching missions, and Diego even unsuccessfully petitioned the
Pope to be allowed to give up his See in order to do this.
In 1206, Diego and Dominic returned on a preaching mission to the
Cathars, and attempted to engage their leaders in formal debate.
This mission only saw a limited number of
conversions, with personal relationships
and vested interests impeding the ability of
skilful preaching to persuade; and soon others
would launch a violent crusade to force the her
etics to conform. Nonetheless, Dominic would
continue to live and preach in this region, and
gradually refined his understanding of what
successful preaching would require.

Founding of the Order
St Dominic determined that effective preaching had to be sup
ported by:
● Knowledge of Scripture
● Humility and poverty: simple buildings and men who begged for
their material needs (‘mendicancy’)
● Engaging individuals in respectful, patient and compassionate dialogue
● Reconciling sinners through confession
● A fraternal community to provide mutual support for the preachers
How this community was to be established within the Church
structures of the day took some working out over several years,
in discussion firstly with his bishop, then with the Pope, who was
keen to support preaching missions to the heretics.
In 1215, Dominic formed his first community of preachers in the
French city of Toulouse; and the following year, 1216–17, saw the
official recognition of this new congregation by Pope Honorius.
And so the foundations were laid for what was to become one of
the great religious orders of the Church.

Planting the Order in the
New Universities
The mission of preaching and reconciliation given to the new Or
der by St Dominic, with his emphasis on cultivating intellectual as
well as spiritual virtues, led to communities being founded from
the very beginning in proximity to the great centres of learning of
the time: Paris in 1217; Bologna in 1218; Palencia and Montpell
ier in 1220.
An English Master of
Theology,
probably
Alexander of Stavensby
(or Stainsby), taught at
Bologna between 1221
and 1223. He told how a
student dreamt of find
ing shelter with the fri
ars during a storm, and
there met with mercy,
truth, and salvation. Per
haps it was this Alexander who encouraged the General Chapter
in 1221 to send 13 men to found a new house in Oxford, Eng
land’s burgeoning centre of scholarship.
This expedition was one of the last acts of the Order during the
life of St Dominic, as he finally went to his eternal reward on 6
August, not long after their departure. Always self-effacing and
seeking to direct the evangelical zeal of others rather than stamp
them in his own image, Dominic left the Order just before its com
ing period of exponential growth.

Oxford, Centre of Learning
Oxford had, by 1221, the year of the friars’ arrival, been established
as a place of learning for at least one and a quarter centuries, but
its development accelerated from 1167, when Henry II forbade
English students from attending the University of Paris. Its growth
changed it from a loose association of masters in the 12th century
into a more formalised association in the 13th (the university being
formally established in 1231). It is worth noting that, at this time,
Theology was regarded as the most important subject, and other
subjects were studied only as a preliminary to this; students and
teachers were all clerics, even if only in minor orders.
As the student population grew, the first ‘town and gown’ conflicts
arose. In 1209, townsmen hanged two clerks for a murder of which
they were probably not guilty, causing the scholars to disperse. It
took the intervention of the papal legate in 1214 and the imposition
of heavy fines to draw a line under the incident, but despite agree
ments reached between the parties, violence, murder and arson
would break out again at times in the coming decades.
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FOUNDATION OF
THE ENGLISH PROVINCE
The Arrival in England
The friars arrived in a land of increasing prosperity and a growing
population, yet conflicts between the ruling classes continued to
intrude on the daily lives of ordinary folk. The Dominicans sent by
the Chapter may have felt a little daunted by the task that faced
them. They did however come with the protection of the Pope,
and indeed they soon acquired support from the English bishops
and the King.

Faces from C13th Oxford
Sometime between 1234
and 1240, William de
Brailes, who made his
living at Oxford as an ac
complished illuminator of
manuscripts, was commis
sioned to illustrate a small
Bible.

The new king, Henry III, was just a boy in his mid-teens in 1221
and, while he was in many ways a better monarch than John, his
reign would nonetheless also be marked by failed attempts to re
gain territory in France, and by civil war at home with the barons.
Henry, unlike John, was a pious king, attending daily Mass and
alleviating the poor through benefactions. He was to become a
great patron of the friars and other mendicant orders, and Do
minicans would serve as his confessors. His patronage partly ex
plains the rapid growth of the Dominicans in Britain during his
long reign.
Arriving in one of the ports of the south-east of England, the friars
went first to Canterbury and presented themselves to Stephen
Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury. Here, Langton challenged
the leader of the Dominican expedition, Gilbert of Fresney OP, to
preach in church on that same day instead of him. The archbishop
was so impressed by the homily that he heard, that the friars en
joyed his patronage for the rest of Langton’s life.
The friars then walked to London, the capital city, arriving on 10
August, before proceeding to Oxford, where they arrived on the
Feast of the A ssumption, 15 August 1221. The Oxford that greet
ed the friars was a walled town rising above the rivers and marsh
land that encircled it. The inside of the town would have been
mainly timber-framed buildings with pitched roofs. The hundred
years prior to 1221 had also seen Oxford along with many areas of
England prosper through the burgeoning wool trade; and the new
stone buildings arising from this prosperity around and near to
the town included the recent foundations of what would become
some of the great religious institutions of Oxford: the Augustinian
Priory of St Frideswide; Osney Abbey; and Godstow Nunnery.

The work was seemingly
commissioned by a wealthy
patron as a gift to a friar
who could carry it with him
on his travels, or possibly
by a wealthy entrant to the
cloister in later life such as
Bishop Mauclerc.
Among the miniatures in its pages, we see one of bearded and
tonsured clerics singing in choir. In this illustration, William de
Brailes captured the likenesses of contemporaries of the first
members of our Province.

A welcome arrival in Oxford
The friars’ fraternal charism,
mendicancy and preaching
mission brought something
new to Oxford: a form of
Christian scholarship that was
not associated so much in the
minds of the laypeople with
clerics and ecclesiastical pow
er but with the living out and
proclamation of the gospel.
The Dominicans would soon be followed here by the Franciscans.

The First English Priory
We can identify exactly where the first Oxford Blackfriars
was located, though nothing appears to remain of it. It was
just to the south of Carfax, the crossroads at the centre of
Oxford, on the main road (now St Aldate’s), in what was then
the Jewish neighbourhood. The two buildings that are there
now (pictured) give an idea of how big the plot was. The fri
ars were probably given wooden buildings previously used
for other purposes, which they changed or added to accord
ing to their needs. Early benefactions to the priory included
gifts of timber for building. The community grew rapidly and
acquired neighbouring properties behind, building a school
room. They hosted here the first Franciscan Friars to arrive
in Oxford (1224) while these sought their own lodgings.
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PATRONAGE AND SCHOL AR SHIP
SUPPORT THE WOR K OF PR EACHING
Early Benefactions

Theology and Preaching

The growth of the Dominicans proceeded in partnership with pa
tronage and benefactions led by Henry III and the bishops. The
lead provided by the king in making gifts to them (including timber
from the royal forests) encouraged others to do the same.

From the beginning, Oxford, like all Dominican houses, always had
at least one qualified teacher or ‘lector’ in theology, and public lec
tures were to be given twice daily to members of the public: one
on the Bible, one on theology. The theological learning of the friars
attracted men to the Order, and in turn the Dominicans began to
become influential in the Theology scene. An Oxford ‘regent’ Mas
ter in Theology, Robert Bacon OP, had joined the Order at Oxford
not long after 1227; and one of his pupils, Richard Fishacre OP,
succeeded to the same university position in ca. 1240 and was in
strumental in shaping the Oxford theology curriculum.

Notable among these early benefactors was Walter de Mauclerc,
Bishop of Carlisle, who was a senior royal advisor. He became a
principal supporter and benefactor of the Dominican priory at
Oxford, in particular assisting in the building of the second priory
(together with the Countess of Oxford, Isabel de Bolbec). At the
end of his life he retired from his episcopal see, and took on the
Dominican habit, joining the community at Oxford where he died
around a year later in the new priory that he had helped to build.

The Great New Priory
When it became clear
in the 1230s that suf
ficient space for ex
pansion could not be
found on their original
site, new land was ac
quired in 1238 just out
side of the city walls,
to the south of Oxford.
This land was low-lying
wetland near the River
Thames (see map), so
required good founda
tions and drainage, and
the friars even had their
own watermill.
The Priory was built
up in stages over time,
however from the beg
inning it was intended to be of a good size. The church could have
accommodated 100 friars in choir, and a further 300 laypeople
in the nave. We know from records that 96 friars were resident
in 1305. The ground plan, based on archaeological digs, and the
3D reconstruction (below), give a sense of the size of this priory,
and indeed show how religious houses like Blackfriars became the
model for the Oxford colleges. The new Dominican priory began
to be inhabited from 1245, and it is significant that it was only
after this date, in 1249, that we see the first foundations of the
Oxford colleges.
The large size of Blackfriars
meant that it was used for na
tional assemblies. Royal patron
age meant that such religious
houses were expected to play
host to the king’s entourage
as it toured the country. The
First English Parliament, led by
Simon de Montfort, also met here in 1258.

The study of theology was fully intended to support the work
of preaching and hearing confessions, often in an itinerant man
ner: friars would travel the country in pairs, preaching not just in
churches but even in public places such as at stepped ‘preaching
crosses’ in market places.

New Forms of Scholarship
At this time the Dominicans dominated the life of Oxford Uni
versity along with the Franciscans, as well as the intellectual life
of the country as a whole. From 1261, Blackfriars Oxford (and
later, Cambridge too) served as a Studium Generale or interna
tional study centre for the Dominican Order, thus becoming truly
embedded in the international network of Dominican scholarship.

Aquinas & the New Learning
This is also the period in which the great Dom
inican theologian and philosopher, St Thomas
Aquinas OP, first rose to prominence, and the
English Dominicans became the champions of
his then-controversial methodology of sys
tematically explaining the Christian faith by
drawing also upon non-Christian thought, especially Aristotle and his
Arabic commentators. They were opposed in this by the Franciscans
among others, however in the end Aquinas would be recognised as
one of the most authentic exponents of the Catholic faith, and today
all those who train for the priesthood are expected to study him.

Systematisation of Theology
Among the scholars of the English Province, John Bromyard OP
(d.1352) was one of the most influential authors on
preaching of the 14th century. Based in the Here
ford Priory, he authored the hugely popular Summa Praedicantium, an aid to preaching, and also an
important text the Opus Trivium, a compendium of
divine, canon and civil law. In this way we can see
how the demands of preaching led to efforts to rationalise and sys
tematise the great volumes of theological information then availa
ble, in order to create ready reference works.
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THE DOMINICANS IN
MEDIEVAL ENGL AND
C13th: R apid Growth & Rise to
Great Influence
The Dominicans rapidly spread
throughout the British Isles. By 1307,
just 86 years after their first arrival,
83 Dominican houses had been estab
lished in the British Isles (43 in England;
5 in Wales; 11 in Scotland; 24 in Ire
land). These were in urban areas, and
the friars’ important work of preaching,
and their patronage by royals, n
 obles
and bishops, meant that they soon
became an established part of English
society and the Church.

Pre-Reformation
English Province
Dominican
Houses

In 1272, Robert Kilwardby OP (pictured)
was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury
and later Cardinal. He was one of 20 friars to
serve as bishops in the British Isles in medie
val times. Others would serve as confessors,
advisors and ambassadors for the monarch
and for other secular figures.

Clerical Controversies
Even as the Dominicans rose to influence, however – or even be
cause of it – they became embroiled in a number of controver
sies. The preaching privileges they enjoyed could bring them into
conflict with local secular clergy. The Dominicans also struggled
with the secular teachers of the University, over whether the fri
ars should be allowed to study Theology without first gaining the
usual Arts degree. This led to two three-year periods when no
Dominicans lectured in the University.
An academic quarrel also emerged with the Franciscans over the
nature of evangelical poverty – a key matter for two mendicant
orders who otherwise enjoyed cordial relations. The Dominicans
argued against extreme poverty as the evangelical ideal, rejecting
the notion that Christ and the apostles possessed nothing. In the
1320s, the controversy reached as far as the Pope, who ultimately
ruled in favour of the Dominicans’ interpretation.

A Devastating Pandemic
In 1348, the bubonic plague known as the Black Death reached the
British Isles. The first outbreak ended in 1351, but the plague re
turned in 1356, 1361 and 1369.
The impact of this on the
country was huge. The popula
tion was devastated, falling by
between one third and a half.
Given the urban location of
their priories, we can surmise
that the Dominican communities were similarly devastated, losing
human knowledge and experience, and finding it hard to recruit
men in the aftermath.
Economic damage was considerable, and caused financial stress
for the Province. However, whereas many villages were wiped
out, no priories were closed, since men could be moved around
the Province. Oxford as an international study house could also
have brought men in from overseas. Royal patronage even ena
bled the foundation of England’s sole Dominican nunnery at Dart
ford, the first members of which arrived from France in 1356/7.

Attacks on the Mendicants
The mendicant orders now came under sustained attack from sec
ular and monastic clergy. This hostility stemmed in part from the
widespread support enjoyed by the friars and the benefactions
they received, as well as their ecclesiastical privileges. The social
and economic stress caused by the Black Death must have com
pounded this conflict through increased competition for bene
factions, patronage and vocations. The economic pressure on the
nation would also lead to social unrest and the rebellion known to
us as ‘the Peasants’ Revolt’ of 1381.

Laxity among the Friars?
Some of the criticisms levelled against the mendicants were
doubtless based on the misbehaviour of individuals. We must re
member that this is the p
 eriod when Geoffrey Chaucer wrote his
Canterbury Tales, with its satirical depictions of misbehaving cler
gy. This laxity may in part have arisen when the minimum age for
admission to the friars was reduced following the Black Death, in
order to boost numbers.
Subsequent effort was required to return the Province to a stricter
observance. For example, in Oxford, a disciplinary intervention was
made backed by the secular authority of Henry IV in 1402, requir
ing the Prior ‘under pain of forfeiting life and limb, with all possible
speed to remove from his house all students thereof, present and
future, who will not busy themselves with divine services, and live
in obedience to the said prior and the customs of the convent of
their order in Oxford’.
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THE ENGLISH REFOR M ATION &
MINICANS IN MEDIEVAL ENGL AND
THE PROVINCE’S NEAR-DESTRUCTION
First Rumblings

The Province Collapses

The last quarter of the C14th into the C15th saw the first proto-
Protestant rebellion against Catholic orthodoxy. The 1370s and
1380s were the time of Oxford scholar John Wyclif and the sub
sequent ‘Lollard’ controversy. Along with his attacks on the sacra
ments and other tenets of the Catholic faith, Wyclif was critical of
religious life and of the mendicant friars in particular.

Having benefited so greatly from royal patronage, the turning of
the monarch against the Catholic religion caused great confusion
among the religious orders, and this was certainly the case among
the Dominicans: John Hilsey OP, Prior of Bristol, became per
suaded to the point of view of the reformers, and subsequently
he was, in 1534, imposed by the king upon the Province as its
Prior Provincial, in order to bring the friars into conformity. He
was soon assisted by R
 ichard Ingworth OP, Prior of King’s Lang
ley. Hilsey benefited richly from his conformity, and would later
succeed the martyred St John Fisher as Bishop of Rochester. As
royal supremacy was imposed, the Province began to fragment.
Some friars conformed, some privately expressed dissent, a few
fled abroad. Many became secular clergy. This confusion is typical
of the Church as a whole in this unprecedented period. Only the
unworldly Carthusians showed any sort of corporate resistance
against the King, and they paid for it with their lives.

While the Dominicans were not
greatly involved in the initial con
troversy, they were involved in the
Church’s response. Responses by
Dominicans to the Lollards included
Roger Dymock OP’s Book against the
Twelve E
 rrors and Heresies of the Lollards (see picture); others were involved
in the panels of scholars that scruti
nised Wyclif’s assertions for error.

The Eve of the Reformation
The Catholic Church in Britain on the eve of the Protestant Refor
mation was not especially sick. As recent historians have shown,
the faith was firmly embedded throughout society and in the daily
habits of the people.
In Oxford, Blackfriars continued to flourish. In the early 16th centu
ry, improvements to the buildings were being made right up to the
eve of the Dissolution: the Oxford priory in the early sixteenth cen
tury agreed that two priests would say daily Masses at the altar of
St Mary Magdalene for a couple, Sir Richard Hastyngs and his wife
Joan, who had recently paid for the rebuilding of the choir and dormi
tory. The friars were as ever involved in the intellectual controversies
of the day: John de Coloribus OP, a Walloon Dominican who had
previously lectured at Lille, was living in Oxford by 1511, and was
commissioned in 1521 by Cardinal Wolsey to write against Luther.
However, within a few
years, the earthquake came
that would shake the Eng
lish Church to its founda
tions, as an impatient Henry
VIII sought to dissolve his
marriage to Catherine of
Aragon in order to re-marry.
It was indeed in the Domin
ican priory, at Blackfriars, London (see picture), that Queen Cathe
rine made her moving plea to her husband to save their marriage.

A Nation Divided
The outcome of this ill-fated dispute would divide the entire coun
try as the King sought to enforce conformity to his will. The clergy
too were divided, as Henry acted harshly in the 1530s to squash
any dissent. Just as Henry sought to use the power of tamed bish
ops to silence those who disagreed, so too the religious orders
were forced by Henry to conform by using their own power struc
tures against them, to quiet any opposition to him.

A small handful of friars
attempted to defy the
King: Edmund Harcock
OP preached against the
imposition of the King’s
supremacy, though he
was reprimanded for this,
and was later less outspo
ken. Dr Thomas Charnock OP published abroad a response drawn
from the Church Fathers to the assertion of the royal supremacy.
The Prior of Cambridge, Robert Buckenham OP, and his socius fled
to Scotland in 1534 before fleeing to the continent. The Prior of
Newcastle and one other fled to Scotland also in 1536. John Pick
ering OP, Prior of York, was one of several friars from the men
dicant orders who assisted the rebels during the ‘Pilgrimage of
Grace’ (pictured). He composed the rebels’ marching song, however
later recanted under torture and was executed at Tyburn in 1537.

Provincia Devastata
From 1538, the priories were closed, with the buildings eventually
being sold off and the stone and fittings recycled. The last Domini
can priory to be closed was Scarborough in March 1539, and so the
Province ceased to exist as a physical reality, though many urban
neighbourhoods continue to this day to bear the name ‘Blackfriars’.
During the reign of Mary Tudor (1553–8), a small number of main
ly European Dominicans returned. Spanish friars came over from
Spain and were involved in the visitation of Oxford University in
1556; the Protestant John Jewel lamented in 1559 how effective
they were in restoring Catholic orthodoxy. This short revival was
ultimately to little avail, as Elizabeth I once again suppressed the
Catholic faith in 1559, then outlawed and expelled Catholic clergy
from the realm in 1584.
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MISSIONAR IES TO
MINICANS IN MEDIEVAL ENGL AND
THEIR NATIVE L AND
Solitary Missionaries

A Time of Crisis 1795–1850

For over a century the devastated English Province had no real ex
istence, though a handful or more of men found their way at differ
ent times to Dominican houses in Europe where they joined the Or
der. Some, like Gregory Lovel at Ghent, remained on the continent;
but a few brave souls returned to England where they undertook
discreet missionary work in the same way as the Jesuits and dioce
san clergy: serving as chaplains in recusant houses, and ministering
to Catholics in several rural pockets of England; though the Stuart
monarchs also allowed for a presence in London. In England, they
were thus deprived of the common religious life so distinctive of an
Order that sought to hand on to others the fruits of contemplation
garnered in shared study, prayer, and meditation.

The loss of Bornhem, though it provoked a return to Britain, caused
the Province an existential crisis. While the Roman C
 atholic Re
lief Act of 1791 afforded greater freedoms, the Emancipation
of Catholics would not occur until 1829 and popular preju
dice remained strong. It was far from certain that the Province
would survive. In 1804, the American Dominic Fenwick OP,
who had been at Bornhem, crossed the Atlantic taking with him
firstly one, then two more, members of the English Province, to
found an American Province. When this proved a success, it was
even proposed in the 1820s that England be merged into Ameri
ca. The Province would, however, struggle on, acquiring footholds
while wrestling with financial worries.

Thomas Cardinal Howard OP
In 1645, Philip (later Thomas) Howard, third son
of the Earl of Arundel, entered the Order,
despite his family’s opposition, aged just
15 years. He would play a decisive role
in regrouping and strengthening the
English Dominicans. Educated in Ita
ly, he became closely involved in the
exiled court of Charles II in the Neth
erlands in the 1650s, and returned
to England when the monarchy was
restored in 1660. He served as con
fessor to Queen Catherine of Braganza
(the Dominican Ambrose Grymes OP also
served at Somerset House as Preacher in Or
dinary to the Dowager Queen). In 1675 he was created Cardinal
Priest of S. Cecilia in Trastevere, and used his influence to lobby
for the restoration of the position of Prior Provincial to the English
Province in 1685 (though the Provincial Council, as electors of the
Provincial, was not fully restored till 1730).

Bornhem: a Home in Exile
While an attempt was made during the reign of Charles I to es
tablish a Dominican noviciate in London, this was cut short by the
English Civil War (1642–51). Thanks to the fundraising efforts of
Thomas Howard, in 1657 a convent was established at Bornhem
in the Netherlands which would host the noviciate and a boys’
school: this would grow large enough, by the time of its closure
in 1794, to educate 150 boys from English families at any one
time. Bornhem was a vital foundation for securing the future of
the Province and would provide the stepping stone for the even
tual return of Dominican religious life to Britain. It would only
be abandoned in the face of the advancing French
Republican army which
over-ran Flanders in 1795.
When attempts to re-es
tablish it as a priory failed,
the property was sold in
1825.

New Footholds in England
Hinckley, Leics. (1765–1987)
Fr Thomas Norton OP arrived in
Hinckley in 1759. He was a devoted
priest, known to have walked on the
same day to Leicester and back, and to
Coventry and back, to administer the
sacraments to the dying (54 miles). He
lived on pork and beans, and was so poor that he made a little mon
ey by selling his garden produce. An authority on agriculture, while
in Flanders he had written three works on the cultivation of sheep,
and of bees, and on the use of oxen. Nonetheless he often had to
travel in disguise, hiding his priestly ‘tools of the trade’.
In 1822–4 the friars built a sizeable late Georgian house as a prio
ry, with a large church (1824–5; demolished in 1974); a school was
started by Ambrose Woods OP which initially accommodated
twelve pupils, aged 8–12; and the noviciate moved here in 1814.
In 1898, the school closed and the students were transferred to
Hawkesyard. In the 1930s a new priory was built nearby and the
old house given over to Dominican sisters.

Leicester (1774– )
Leicester was served by Dominicans in
termittently from 1774. Peter Robson OP
seems to have opened a small chapel in
Causey Lane later served by Norton, and
then by Henry Francis Xavier Chappell OP
who went there in 1785 and built a new mission chapel in 1799–1800.
After Chappell retired in 1815, Benedict C
 aestryck OP, a native of
Flanders, began work on the current Holy Cross site in 1817 with a
formal opening in 1821. Named after the Priory and church at Born
hem, the relic of the True Cross from there is still venerated here.

Carshalton, Surrey (1794–1810)
A large mansion was bought for the friars, however resistance from
politicians prevented regular religious life from being set up here. As
a school, however, it maintained an average of fifty boys. After Car
shalton, the school would move to Hincksley then to Hawkesyard.

THE DOM

18 51–
18 9 8

NEW GROWTH IN THE AGE OF
MINICANS IN MEDIEVAL ENGL AND
STEA M AND MEDIEVALISM
The Turning Point

North London (1862– )

The Provincial Chapter of 1850 was held at a crisis point in the
life of the Province. Numbers had now dwindled to just six. The
Chapter took place at Hinckley, to which the friars had retrenched
in order to focus on the noviciate. However, the arrangement of
the house made proper observance of the Rule nearly impossi
ble. Under the threat of having to remove the noviciate to Italy,
the third day of the meeting saw a miraculous intervention, as a
Mr Leigh of Woodchester Park, a convert, appeared unexpectedly
and offered the friars the property at Woodchester that was up to
then held by the Passionists. This was to mark a turning point in their
fortunes.

The largest parish church in Britain, St Dominic’s represents the
high-water mark of the Dominican revival. Taking its inspiration
from the recent miracles at Lourdes, the church was ambitiously
created as a Rosary church, with altars dedicated to each of the
mysteries, and adorned with magnificent stained glass and stat
uary. The priory was established on the boundary between poor
and wealthy neighbourhoods, and indeed opened up an alleyway
between the two over the friars’ land. Of all the great churches
built in this period, this is the only one to still be in the Province’s
possession.

The period between the friars’ arrival at Woodchester in the Glouces
tershire countryside and the end of the century saw the Province
grow in numbers and confidence. New urban parish churches (in
Newcastle, London and Manchester), schools for the very poor, and
priories were built to meet the needs of the friars and those whom
they served. Where possible, the friars encouraged Dominican
apostolic sisters to live and work in these fast-growing parishes.
Making use of the railway network, friars also went to preach for a
week or a fortnight in other parishes across the country.

Hawkesyard, Staffs. (1893–1988)

Woodchester, Glos. (1851–1985)
With a new priory built and occupied from 1854, this rural mon
astery would house the noviciate (1851–1966). For a while the
novices of the Californian Province came here until an establish
ment was made in their own country. Photos survive of the friars
involved in activities such as haymaking, and of crowds gathered
for the blessing of the wayside cross by Cardinal Bourne.

Newcastle-on-Tyne (1860–2019)
Located in a suburb, this large
church and priory served a
working-class parish, initial
ly composed largely of Irish
immigrant labourers. Local
legend has it that the blackand-white football strip of
Newcastle owed its colours
to the Dominicans, and the friars played an important role in the
modern life of the town, inspiring several generations including
the future Cardinal Basil Hume.

In 1885, Josiah Spode (of pottery
fame) and his niece Helen Gulson
converted at Stone, Staffs. She wel
comed the Dominicans into the fam
ily’s hall and removed herself to a
cottage on the estate; and then from
1898 a new priory was built. The
magnificent church was completed by
1914. Hawkesyard became the Studi
um (house of studies) of the Province
for much of the C20th.

Pendleton, Lancs. (1898–1961)
The Dominicans took over
this site and erected a church
and priory, built from 1898
with the support of con
vert André Raffalovich, also
known for his patronage
of the Dominicans in Edin
burgh. Already a poor parish,
the area was devastated by
bombing in WW2. The parish was returned to the diocese in 1961.
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THE TWENTIETH CENTURY:
A RETUR N TO THE UNIVERSITY CITIES
new Blackfriars, Oxford (1921– )

Mission in Edinburgh (1931– )

Blackfriars owes its presence in
Oxford today largely to the vis
ion and heroic efforts of Bede
Jarrett OP. Raised in a house on
the estate at Woodchester, Cyril
Jarrett joined the Order aged 17.
Ordained in 1904 at Woodches
ter, Fr Bede was the first Domin
ican to take a degree (History) at
Oxford since the Reformation.
Appointed Prior Provincial in 1916, he would serve in this role four
times, driving forward the foundations in Oxford and Edinburgh.

The Scottish Province of the Order was wiped out at the Refor
mation. Although Irish Dominicans had continued to minister in
the West of Scotland, it was not until the C20th that Dominican
houses were established again from the English Province, start
ing with the sisters. Thanks to the support and encouragement
of Marc André Raffalovich and
Canon John Gray of St Peter’s,
Morningside, friars were invited
to preach at St Peter’s, and then
in 1931 a small community made
its home in the early-
Georgian
townhouse of 24 George Square
(with 23, 23a and 25 purchased later). A first-floor room was set
aside as a rather Baroque chapel, until the decor of this was radi
cally simplified in the 1970s. The priory served from the outset as
a spiritual home for Catholic students and academics.

Bede’s vision for the re-founding of the Oxford
priory led him to fundraise in the USA, and it was
a wealthy American widow, Charlotte Tytus, who
was the greatest benefactor of the new Blackfri
ars. The Dominicans purchased three adjacent
properties at 62–64 St Giles, which were mostly
demolished, though a few parts were incorporated.
The foundation stone was laid
by Cardinal Bourne in the pres
ence of Cardinal Gasquet in 1921,
383 years since the suppression of
the previous priory and 700 years
to the day since the friars first ar
rived in Oxford. The construction
of the priory and church used modern building techniques but with
stone facing in a late-medieval style. The project would take several
years, with some friars living on site, but the priory was not formally
established until 1929. Present at the church’s consecration Mass
(1929) were abbots, bishops and
provincials of religious orders,
as well as many priests including
Fr Ronald Knox. The Mayor of
Oxford, academics from the Uni
versity, and Hilaire Belloc and
other notables also attended.
Initially, the Oxford priory was kept for historical studies only,
with all other studies consolidated at Hawkesyard from 1930
onwards; it was not until 1967 that the Studium was moved to
Oxford. However, the number of students here did gradually in
crease over time, with 1938 being the year where we first see
members of other orders recorded as students. The latter third
of the twentieth century saw Blackfriars strengthened as an
educational institution, as closer links developed with Oxford
University once again. In 1970, Blackfriars was recognised by the
University as an ‘Institute of Higher Study’; in the 1980s, Blackfri
ars was able to matriculate its student friars to read for Theology
degrees independently of St Benet’s Hall, with whom they had
been collaborating. Finally, in 1994, Blackfriars Hall was estab
lished as a ‘Permanent Private Hall’, enabling students to study
here for Oxford undergraduate and postgraduate degrees.

Scholars in Cambridge (1938– )
The medieval priory in Cambridge was founded in 1238 on a
site now occupied by Emmanuel College. In 1938, the widowed
Lay Dominican mother of Sebastian Bullough OP, Enrichetta
Bullough, offered the friars a suburban villa on Buckingham Road.
This became a place of study, a ‘house of writers’ such as Victor
White OP (pictured at left in main image, left), both friend and critic
of Carl Jung; Gerald Vann OP (pictured); and Thomas Gilby OP,
editor of the modern English and Latin version of Aquinas’ Summa
Theologiae. Several scholars found a welcome
in the university: Sebastian Bullough taught
in the Faculty of Oriental Languages; Kenelm
Foster OP became Reader in Italian; and
Robert Pollock OP later taught anthropology
at Emmanuel College.
In 1955 the friars bought
the neighbouring house
and the two houses were
connected by a new wing
in 1961–2, designed by
David Roberts. An aula (or
lecture room) on the first
floor eventually became a chapel for public worship, attracting a
growing congregation of lay men and women.
From 1980–99 the Priory was home not only to the friars but also a
number of young laypeople, often graduate students, who for a year or
more shared the friars’ daily life of Divine Office and common meals.
This nurtured a number of vocations, mainly to the friars, but also to the
Dominican sisters and Augustinian canonesses. For much of this period,
the friars also had a close involvement with the Catholic Chaplaincy at
Fisher House in Cambridge (another gift of the Bullough family).
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AN INCR EASINGLY INTER NATIONAL
ROLE FOR THE ENGLISH PROVINCE
Grenada (1901– )
In 1901, in response to an appeal from the Archbishop of Trinidad
(Irish Dominican Vincent Flood OP), the English Dominicans agreed
to take charge of a vicariate on Grenada. In the decades that fol
lowed, they played a leading role in establishing parishes and schools
across the island. The high point of the Dominican presence came
with the consecration of Justin Field OP as the first bishop of Gre
nada (1957–69), along with the decree of Pope Pius XII that the ad
ministration and pastoral care of the island as a whole be entrusted
to the Dominican Order. Although the Order’s
influence declined in subsequent decades, the
island later had a second Dominican bishop,
Vincent Darius OP (2002–16), the first native
of the island to become its bishop (pictured).
The English Dominicans also extended their
activities to Barbados, where they established
parishes, working on the island until 2016.

South Africa (1917–68)
Mother Rose Niland OP, foundress of the Dom
inican Sisters of Newcastle, Natal, prompted
Bishop Charles Cox to invite the friars to South
ern Africa. Just one f riar, Lawrence Shapcote OP
(pictured), born in Orange Free State, took on a
mission at Boksburg, Transvaal (pictured, left), in
1917; but the friars increased to 15 in 1948, and
to 25 priests, 4 lay-brothers, and 12 brothers in formation by 1966.
The friars gave retreats to the Sisters, but also ran parishes away from
the cities, sadly divided for decades on racial lines. A key development
was the foundation in 1930 of St Nicholas’ Priory in Stellenbosch, a
university town and cultural heart of Afrikanerdom. After World War
II, Stellenbosch became a formation house for white South African
vocations. Among them was Albert Nolan OP, a future champion of
liberation theology opposed to apartheid. The second key develop
ment was in 1957 when the Province took over St Peter’s seminary
for black diocesan clergy under rector Oswin Magrath OP.
In 1968, a new general vicariate of Southern Africa was created
by merging the Dutch and English missions (20 English-Province
friars transfiliated).

Jamaica (1968–2008, 2017– )
While the period of Spanish rule had seen Dominicans in Jamaica, it
was not until 1969, at the request of the first Catholic bishop of King
ston, that a group of three friars took over the parish of St Theresa.
The friars combined parish work with teaching at St Michael’s, the
archdiocesan seminary and theological college, opposite the gates of
the University of the West Indies. Assisted in the parish by Domin
ican Sisters (Bushey Congregation), this lasted until 2008, though
the seminary ceased training priests in 1996, remaining as a theolog
ical training centre for laity and deacons. Over 40 years, the mission
produced just three local priestly vocations and one coadjutor friar. A
new Dominican house would however open in 2017 (see next panel).

An English Master
In 1992, for the first time in the histo
ry of the Dominicans, an Englishman,
Timothy Radcliffe OP, was appointed
85th Master of the Order. Both during
and after this period, he found a nat
ional and international role as a pop
ular author, speaker and broadcaster
on the Christian faith, both within the
Catholic Church and more widely.

Laxton Hall (1924–67): The Last
Dominican School for Boys
Heir to the schools at Born
hem, Carshalton, Hinckley
and Hawkesyard, Laxton
Hall (1924–67) became the
home to the Dominicans’
last school for boys. Under
the headmasters Jerome
Rigby OP, Henry St John
OP, and Gerald Vann OP, it
became a small, highly distinctive school with an emphasis on the
arts. A prep school was added at Llanarth, S. Wales in 1948. The
decision to close the schools was taken owing to a shortage of
friars to teach in them, and for pressing financial reasons.

The Last Great Church
Project: Leicester (1929–58)
The flurry of church-building in the Victorian
age had a small revival in the 1920s. As well
as the new Oxford priory church, the original
Leicester church, while extended, had proved
too small and a great new church was erected
alongside it, with the original church even
tually divided to become two halls. Prior Vincent McNabb OP
( pictured) planned and raised funds for it, including in the USA. The
building project lasted nearly twenty years: the choir and tran
septs were completed
within a few years and
opened, but the nave
was a far longer project
as world war intervened
and fundraising became
more challenging.
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THE PROVINCE IN
THE 21ST CENTURY
New Directions
The 21st century has so far been a time of renewal for the Domini
cans. A clearer sense has emerged of our identity and purpose, and
indeed the particular purpose of each priory. From a situation of
overstretch we have r eturned to stronger community life focussed
on five key cities. This has meant our withdrawal from certain geo
graphical areas – for now – but offers a better environment for our
mission and for fostering vocations, which have increased since a
friar was assigned to be Promoter of Vocations in 2012.
Through communications technology, our outreach has become
more global: starting with the Torch weekly homily service and
the blog of the student brothers, Godzdogz, the friars are now
becoming more skilled in audio and video output, as well as in
livestreaming liturgies and talks.
The Provincial Chapter of 2012 sought to reverse the financial de
cline of recent decades by shifting to more proactive fundraising,
with a lay director of development employed to revitalise the fri
ars’ tradition of mendicancy; and with lay expertise brought into
the bursary offices of the Province and of Blackfriars Hall.
Province website: www.english.op.org

St Albert’s, Edinburgh
Our mission in Edinburgh t oday
is above all about university
chaplaincy work. St Albert’s
provides a home to the Catholic
Students Union, with a common
room on site and a wide range of
weekly events. The relationship
with the University of Edinburgh has become ever closer, with
the chaplains attending graduation ceremonies, and with Fergus
Kerr OP awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity in 2019 for his
many contributions to Scottish theology. The priory also provides
chaplaincy to Edinburgh Napier University and Queen Margaret
University, as well as serving as a parish of the diocese.
The presence of the chapel on the first floor of the priory caused
problems of accessibility, privacy and space, so in 2005 it was dec
ided to build a new chapel. The only land available was the back
garden of 23 and 24 George Square. No. 25 was sold, and parish
ioners, students and friars raised funds. The chapel opened in 2012,
and won great acclaim as a building of singular beauty. It was given
a string of architectural awards and is now in guidebooks as one of
Edinburgh’s hidden gems. Particularly striking is the glass east wall,
with trees and wildlife acting as a backdrop to the liturgy.
In 2015, a recent graduate was ap
pointed as a female lay chaplain, pro
viding support to the friars with the
increasingly busy work of university
chaplaincy, but also offering dedicat
ed support for female students.
www.scotland.op.org

Blackfriars, Oxford
Blackfriars today has over
lapping identities: at core,
it is the largest priory in the
Province, with around two
dozen men in residence.
Its 
seminary-like role as
a Studium specialising in training clergy for religious orders sees it
providing intellectual formation for around a dozen Dominicans and
a similar number of men from other orders. Catholic ministerial qual
ifications are awarded in association with the Angelicum University
in Rome. Uniquely among seminaries, teaching is delivered in an ‘Ox
bridge’ style, using tutorials as well as lectures and seminars.
As a permanent private hall of the University of Oxford, Blackfriars Hall
now mainly serves as a centre for postgraduate studies, though every
year we also welcome visiting undergraduate students from universities
throughout the world to have a year abroad in Oxford. Blackfriars’ main
focus is on theology and philosophy in line with our ethos and tradition.
Our research centres, the Aquinas Institute and the Las Casas Insti
tute, have allowed us to develop expertise and scholarly networks in the
fields of Thomistic studies and applied Catholic Social Teaching.
A building at 33 St Giles, purchased in 2003, was in 2019 taken off
the letting market and converted into a new annexe building for
Blackfriars, providing additional space for the students and staff
of Blackfriars Hall and Studium, and so relieving pressure on the
central priory site.
The pastoral side of the Dominican mission is strongly represent
ed, with friars providing support within the local deanery and
occasionally undertaking other ministries such as student and
military chaplaincy. A large and engaged lay congregation attends
Mass and Divine Office here, and since 2020 livestreamed litur
gies and preaching have added a new international outreach.
www.bfriars.ox.ac.uk

The Caribbean
In 2017, Archbishop Kenneth Richards reopened the seminary on
Jamaica, allowing for the recreation of the Dominican pastoral/ac
ademic combination. This time, the friars were offered St Thomas
Aquinas parish, on the same road as the seminary, together with
chaplaincy to the University of the West Indies, and the Universi
ty of Technology. Contiguous with the parish is its mission station,
Christ the King, August Town. The English Dominicans also con
tinue their work in Grenada. At present they live as a communi
ty at Roxborough, where they serve their own parish of Our Lady
of the Rosary. In addition, they run other parishes, youth ministry
and hospital chaplaincy for the diocese. This work in Grenada and
Jamaica is supported by fundraising in the United Kingdom through
the St Martin’s Mission fund, for which friars of the Province raise
money chiefly through appeals in diocesan parishes.
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THE PROVINCE IN
THE 21ST CENTURY
Leicester

Cambridge

2019 saw the 200th anniversary of
the opening of the first Holy Cross
church, and was an opportunity to
reaffirm the mission of this priory and
parish to Leicester city and the sur
rounding area. This mission is above
all pastoral, focussed on the ethnically
diverse congregation, and on chap
laincies to the local universities, to schools, hospitals and the prison.

Blackfriars Cambridge has
housed the noviciate of the
Province since Easter 2000,
with some of the formation
done jointly with our Cam
bridge Dominican Sisters. Al
though we have no parish, we
serve a medium-sized Sunday
congregation, and since 2020 have broadcast Mass and Morning
and Evening Prayer daily on Radio Maria England. Friars serve in a
local diocesan parish and o
 ccasionally at Fisher House, the univer
sity’s Catholic Chaplaincy. With our Sisters we also contribute cat
echesis and other talks on Radio Maria. Continuing the tradition of
a ‘house of writers’, theological research is a strong part of our life,
together with teaching in the Catholic Margaret Beaufort Institute
of Theology and in the University Divinity (Theology) department.
Similar to the Oxford and Edinburgh houses, lay Mass-goers here
include many academics, who, together with the wider university
audience, are attracted to the talks and lectures given over the
course of each year.
www.blackfriarscambridge.org.uk

To mark this anniversary, we sought
finally to renovate our large complex
of halls, which we rebranded as The
Frassati Centre, in honour of Lay Domin
ican Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. This
will provide much-improved new spaces
to serve our parishioners and the wider
local community, and allow us to bring in
new activities including study sessions, conferences and retreats.
Looking to the future, we view our work here as becoming in
creasingly important as local people suffer the personal effects of
the Covid-19 crisis. Working in close collaboration with the rest
of our Province, Leicester reminds all the friars of our commit
ment to serve the poor and that our intellectual apostolate must
be bound up with practical charity. www.holycrossleicester.org

London
In recent years, St
Dominic’s priory and
parish has found its
direction for the fut
ure by looking back to
its origins. With its 15
Rosary altars and wide
processional aisles, this
cathedral-sized church
was always intended as a place of prayer and pilgrimage. So in
March 2016, in response to a petition by the friars, the Archbish
op of Westminster, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, announced that he
would confer on the church the status of diocesan Rosary Shrine.
This new role as a shrine church has allowed us to extend our mis
sion to the whole diocese and beyond, welcoming individuals and
groups, even from overseas. A programme of restoration funded
by donations has led to the gradual transformation of the church,
cleaning stonework, iron and stained glass and allowing the orig
inal glory to shine through. A new floral Rosary Garden (pictured,
left) themed on the Mysteries of Light was added on land behind
the Lady Chapel in 2019.
In 2021, we welcomed the broadcaster Radio Maria to new off
ices above the parish hall, for what we expect will be a fruitful
partnership. Meanwhile, the friars continue to serve in hospital
chaplaincies, in schools, and serving the needs of parishioners
from a wide range of backgrounds.
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk

The Future...?
The eve of our 2021 Jubilee Year
saw one of the most unprecedent
ed peacetime disruptions to the
modern world as we know it, the
Covid-19 crisis, providing a timely
reminder of the precariousness of
all things. This is of course a lesson that our Province has learnt
repeatedly across the centuries of its existence: prosperity and
properties have come and gone, security has been found and then
lost, eager novices have joined us and old men have faded away.
Nonetheless, the mission has endured and will endure from gener
ation to generation: founded on the Dominican ethos, and formed
by the Spirit to respond to the challenges of each age.
In the coming years, new moral and
philosophical problems will surely
arise, as the world grapples with the
latest fruits of our fallen nature, be
they in the areas of biosecurity, or
digital identities, or ‘upgrading’ the
human genome. And as always, the
Dominicans will respond, with one eye on our intellectual heritage,
and the other on the people we care for – committed to upholding
human dignity, to caring for the vulnerable, and above all to preach
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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LIST OF ILLUSTR ATIONS
Illustrations are listed by panel, starting at top left. Rights belong to the
English Province of the Order of Preachers for archive materials or photos
by its members; other rights belong to the organisations credited below.

1 Exhibition Title Panel
1. St Dominic Guido da Siena, Tempera and gold on panel
(c.1240 with later additions). Harvard Art Museums/Fogg
Museum, Hervey E. Wetzel Bequest Fund, Photo © Pres
ident and Fellows of Harvard College, 1920.20.
2. Dominican friar teaching Miniature by The Ravenelle
Master in De proprietatibus rerum (Livre des proprietez des
choses), Bartholomaeus Anglicus, translated by Jean Cor
bechon (15th century). MS Royal 17 E.III, f.209, © The Brit
ish Library Board.
3. Initial P: John Bromyard reading. Miniature in John Brom
yard’s Summa praedicantium (15th century). Dijon - BM - inc.
20410, f. 001. Public Library, Dijon. Bibliothèque Virtuelle
des Manuscrits Médiévaux.
4. Friars Chanting Abbey Bible, Italian (c.1250-62). Getty MS
107, f. 224r. The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. Digital
image courtesy of the Getty’s Open Content Program.
5. Thomas Cardinal Howard OP Anon. (18th century?). Na
tional Portrait Gallery, London. Wikimedia Commons.
6. Hyacinth Aiden OP (a doctor in Dorchester before joining
the Order) Photograph taken 1859. Province archive.
7. Père Louis Gonin OP, former novice master at Woodches
ter in the late 1850s, and later archbishop of the Port of
Spain. Province archive.
8. Bede Jarrett OP Province archive.
9. Vincent McNabb OP Plate in booklet ‘Church Consecra
tion Souvenir’. Leicester (1958). Archive of Holy Cross Pri
ory, Leicester.
10. David Sanders OP (1939–2020) Photograph (2011) by
Lawrence Lew OP.

2 The World into which the Dominican
Order was Born
1. St Dominic Saint Dominic, Guido da Siena, Tempera and
gold on panel (c.1240 with later additions). Harvard Art
Museums/Fogg Museum, Hervey E. Wetzel Bequest Fund,
Photo © President and Fellows of Harvard College, 1920.20.
2. Eadwine the Scribe The Eadwine Psalter (c.1160-70).
Christ Church, Canterbury. Wikimedia Commons.
3. Crusaders Detail of a miniature of the approach to Da
mascus. Paris (1332-50). British Library MS Royal 16 G VI. f.
321v. © The British Library Board.
4. King John Historia Anglorum, Matthew Paris (c. 1250). MS
Royal 14vii f9. © The British Library Board.
5. Magna Carta 1297 version with seal, owned by David M
Rubenstein. Wikimedia Commons.

3 St Dominic and a New Drive
to Preach the Gospel
1. Death of St Dominic Bolognese Illuminator of the First
Style (c.1265); Ms. 62 (95.MS.70), recto. The J. Paul Getty
Museum, Los Angeles, Digital image courtesy of the Getty’s
Open Content Program.
2. St Dominic and companion praying before the crucified
Christ Fresco, Bl. John of Fiesole (Fra Angelico), Domini
can convent of San Marco in Florence. Photograph (2019)
by Lawrence Lew OP.
3. Dominican friar teaching Miniature by The Ravenelle
Master in De proprietatibus rerum (Livre des proprietez des
choses), Bartholomaeus Anglicus, translated by Jean Cor
bechon (15th century). MS Royal 17 E.III, f.209, © The Brit
ish Library Board.

4 Foundation of the English Province
1. Initial I: Dominican friar with a book Unknown illuminator,
Bologna, Italy (c.1250–1262); Ms. 107 (2011.23), fol. 232.
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. Digital image cour
tesy of the Getty’s Open Content Program.
2. Initial C: Clergy chanting Bible with select Missal texts
(‘The De Brailes Bible’), English illumination by William
de Brailes (the first English lay illuminator whose name is
known). Oxford (13th century). MS. Lat. bib. e. 7. © Bodleian
Libraries, University of Oxford.

5 Patronage and Scholarship Support
the Work of Preaching
1. Initial P: John Bromyard reading. Miniature in John Brom
yard’s Summa praedicantium (15th century). Dijon - BM - inc.
20410, f. 001. Public Library, Dijon. Bibliothèque Virtuelle
des Manuscrits Médiévaux.
2. Map of medieval priories Map created by Richard Brown
(2020–21) by overlaying archaeological maps from (1) ‘The
Pre-Reformation Sites of the Oxford Blackfriars’, W. A. Hin
nebusch O.P., Oxoniensia, 3 (1938): pp.57–82.; and (2) ‘Fur
ther Excavations on the Second Site of the Dominican Prio
ry, Oxford’, G. Lambrick, Oxoniensia, 50 (1985): pp.131–208.
3. The Second Oxford Priory Still from video ‘Great Houses
Make Not Men Holy: Mendicant Architecture in Medieval
Oxford’ (2014), written and produced by Jim Knowles (NC
State University) and Michal Koszycki (Princeton Universi
ty). https://oxfordfriars.wordpress.ncsu.edu/
4. Initial D: St Thomas Aquinas Life of Thomas Aquinas, Eng
land (1st quarter of 14th century). Harley 916 f. 1. © The
British Library Board.
5. Initial P: John Bromyard OP (see 1 above).

6 The Dominicans in Medieval England
1. Initial S: The Virgin and Two Dominican Nuns and One Fri
ar in Prayer Jacobellus of Salerno, Bologna (c.1270). Ms.
Ludwig VI 1 (83.MH.84), fol. 70. The J. Paul Getty Museum,
Los Angeles. Digital image courtesy of the Getty’s Open
Content Program.
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2. Map of Pre-Reformation Priories Map created by Richard
Brown (2021).
3. Robert Kilwardby OP Tommaso da Modena. Wikimedia
Commons.
4. Dominicans and Franciscans Dominican and Franciscan
Friars singing at lecterns, conducted by Christ. Abbey Bible,
Italian, c.1250-62, Getty MS 107, f. 224r. The J. Paul Getty
Museum, Los Angeles. Digital image courtesy of the Getty’s
Open Content Program.
5. The Black Death: Burying the dead A 14th-century depic
tion of the burial of plague victims at Tournai in present-day
Belgium. Wikimedia Commons.

7 The English Reformation & the
Province’s Near-Destruction
1. Ruins of the Tynemouth Benedictine Priory Photograph
by Lawrence Lew OP (2010).
2. Roger Dymock OP’s Book against the Twelve Errors and
Heresies of the Lollards Determinationes contra XII haereses Lollardorum, Roger Dymock. London? (c.1395). Trinity
Hall MS 17, f. 5r. Image reproduced by kind permission of
the Master and Fellows of Trinity Hall, Cambridge.
3. Medieval Blackfriars, London Illustration in the posses
sion of St Dominic’s Priory, Haverstock Hill, London.
4. The Pilgrimage of Grace Painting ‘The Pilgrimage of Grace,
1536’. Fred Kirk Shaw (1913). Lancaster City & Maritime
Museum. Wikimedia Commons.

8 Missionaries to their Native Land
1. English Dominican College, at Bornhem in Flanders Plate
in The English Dominicans, Bede Jarrett OP. Burns, Oates &
Washbourne Ltd (1921), p.180.
2. Thomas Cardinal Howard OP Anon. C18th? National Por
trait Gallery, London. Wikimedia Commons.
3. St Peter’s Priory, Hinckley Province archive.
4. The Original Holy Cross Church, begun in 1817 Plate in
booklet ‘Church Consecration Souvenir’. Leicester (1958).
Archive of Holy Cross Priory, Leicester.

9 New Growth in the Age of Steam and
Medievalism
1. Lady Chapel, Our Lady & St Dominic’s, London Photo
graph (2016) by Joseph Bailham OP.
2. Woodchester Priory Province Archive.
3. St Dominic’s Priory, Newcastle Photograph (2010) by
Lawrence Lew OP.
4. Our Lady & St Dominic’s, London Photograph (2019) by
Lawrence Lew OP.
5. Hawkesyard Priory Church Province Archive.
6. Pendleton Priory Province Archive.

10 The Twentieth Century:
A Return to the University Cities
1. Victor White OP and another friar Province Archive.
2. Bede Jarrett OP Province Archive.

Charlotte Tytus Province Archive.
Construction of New Blackfriars Province Archive.
High altar, priory church, Blackfriars Province Archive.
The original chapel, St Albert’s, Edinburgh Photograph in
archive, St Albert’s, Edinburgh.
7. Gerald Vann OP Province Archive.
8. Blackfriars, Cambridge Photograph by Richard Brown.
3.
4.
5.
6.

11 An Increasingly International Role
for the English Province
1. The mission at Boksburg, Transvaal Photograph (1921) in
Province Archive.
2. Bishop Vincent Darius OP Diocese of St George’s, Grena
da.
3. Lawrence Shapcote OP Province Archive.
4. Timothy Radcliffe OP Photograph in commemorative al
bum given to Timothy Radcliffe OP.
5. Pupils and staff at Laxton Hall school Province Archive.
6. Vincent McNabb OP Plate in booklet ‘Church Consecra
tion Souvenir’. Leicester (1958). Archive of Holy Cross,
Leicester.
7. The newly completed nave at Holy Cross, Leicester ibid.
8. Exterior view of the newly extended church at Holy Cross,
Leicester ibid.

12 The Province in the 21st Century
1. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, St Albert’s Priory,
Edinburgh Photograph (2013) by Lawrence Lew OP.
2. The new Chapel, St Albert’s Priory, Edinburgh Photo
graph (2014) by Lawrence Lew OP.
3. Chaplaincy team, St Albert’s Priory, Edinburgh Photo
graph (2020), St Albert’s Priory.
4. Lecture in Blackfriars Studium Photograph (2019) by Ste
ve Pierce.

13 The Province in the 21st Century (2)
1. Statue of Our Lady of Cana by Cody Swanson in the Rosary
Garden, St Dominic’s Priory, London Photograph (2021)
by Lawrence Lew OP.
2. Procession in Holy Cross Church, Leicester Photograph
(2019) by Joseph Bailham OP.
3. New chapel on first floor of Frassati Centre at Holy
Cross, Leicester (created in the upper apse of the original
church) Photograph (2021) by Luke Doherty OP.
4. Pilgrims praying in the Rosary Shrine church Photograph
(2019) by Lawrence Lew OP.
5. Simple Professions at Blackfriars, Cambridge Photograph
(2019) by Joseph Bailham OP.
6. Simon Gaine OP delivering a Thomistic Institute lecture
via webcam Photograph (2020) by the student brothers.
7. Priestly Ordinations, 2019 Photograph (2019) by Joseph
Bailham OP.
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