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1. Introduction
Learners who are enrolled in the National Senior Certificate (NSC) need to have

their curriculum structured in line with the programme requirements for this

qualification as per the Regulations Pertaining to the National Curriculum

Statement Grades 1 - 12. The NSC is a qualification that is structured into

different phases; Foundation Phase (Grades R - 3), Intermediate Phase (Grades

4 - 6), Senior Phase (Grades 7 - 9) and the Further Education & Training Phase

(Grades 10 - 12).

Each phase of the qualification has regulatory rules that govern the entrance

requirements, duration and programme requirements. Programme

requirements dictate the make-up of a learner’s overall curriculum plan (the

collective combination of subjects).

This policy outlines the programme requirements (curriculum plan rules) for

the Senior and FET Phases, as well as the rules relating to subject changes. For

rules relating to entrance requirements please refer to the Admissions Policy.

2. Policy

2.1. Curriculum plan rules

2.1.1. SENIOR PHASE

Learners who are in the Senior Phase must be enrolled in nine (9) subjects

as listed below. Two (2) of these nine (9) are two official languages; one at

Home Language level and one at First Additional Language level.

1. English (Home Language);

2. First Additional Language (one choice from those offered)*;
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3. Mathematics;

4. Life Orientation;

5. Natural Sciences;

6. Technology;

7. Economic Management Sciences;

8. Social Sciences; and

9. Creative Arts.

*A learner may take an optional additional language at First Additional

Language level from the list provided below. It should be noted, however,

that this will be regarded as an additional subject and will not be

considered for promotion requirements.

● Afrikaans

● Sesotho

● isiZulu

● IsiXhosa

Learners cannot take more than one language from the same language

group, i.e IsiXhosa and IsiZulu

2.1.2. Further Education & Training Phase (FET)

The Further Education & Training Phase (FET) covers a three year period

from Grades 10 - 12. At the end of the Senior Phase learners who are

promoted / progressed are required to take a minimum of 7 subjects

from the start of the FET phase. The 7 subject package includes 4

compulsory subjects and 3 subjects that a learner can select from

those offered by UCT Online High School. The choice of the 3 subjects is

made ahead of being enrolled in Grade 10.
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Compulsory subjects

All learners enrolled in the FET phase are required to take these compulsory

subjects throughout the full duration of the phase:

1. English (Home Language);

2. First Additional Language*

3. Mathematics orMathematical Literacy; and

4. Life Orientation.

*A learner may take a maximum of two additional additional languages, over

and above the minimum, at First Additional Language level however please

note that these will be regarded as additional subjects.

● Afrikaans

● Sesotho

● isiXhosa

● isiZulu

Learners cannot take more than one language from the same language group,

i.e IsiXhosa and IsiZulu.

Elective subjects

Choice of 3 or more subjects:

Any of the following 3 subjects may be chosen, within the following

parameters. Please do note that some subjects do have prerequisites.

Group 1

Learners must take a minimum of one. Geography and History cannot be taken

together:
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● Physical Sciences [Mathematics is a prerequisite]

● Life Sciences

● Geography

● History

Group 2

Learners can take a maximum of two. Business Studies and Economics cannot

be taken together:

● Accounting

● Business Studies

● Economics

Group 3

Learners can only take one.

● CAT

● Visual Arts

● Information Technology

UCT Online High School endeavours to introduce new subjects over time and

learners may choose 3 subjects from those offered.

A learner may take more than the required minimum of seven subjects

provided that they comply with the following requirements:

● The additional subjects must be taken for all three years of the FET phase;

● All the School Based Assessment and the Practical / Oral Assessment Task

requirements for the required subjects where applicable, must be met for

all three years of the FET phase.
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The subject selection process will be guided in two ways:

1. Learning Compass programme: During the learning compass sessions

in grade 9, support coaches will facilitate learners in making subjects

choices, according to their strengths, career interests and personalities.

It is the responsibility of the learner to ensure that their subject

selection allows for application to tertiary institutions in their chosen

field of study. Learners may request further subject choice assistance

and office hour sessions with their support coach.

2. Information sessions: Subject information, subject choice and career

guidance webinars will be held to guide learners in choosing their

subjects.

3. 1:1 sessions: Learners are also encouraged to book Ask Me Anything

(AMA) sessions with the Career Services Department to discuss their

subject interests, career opportunities and curriculum content in the

FET phase.

2.1.2.1. Learners entering Grade 10

Information sessions will be held to support learners joining UCT

Online High School with their subject selection. These sessions will

occur prior to subject selection in pre-orientation. Learners will get

a chance to watch subject selection webinars to help them in

choosing their subjects.

2.1.2.2. Learners entering Grade 11

Learners entering Grade 11 should select the same subjects they

have completed in Grade 10. However if a subject is not available or

there is a desire to make a change to the non-compulsory subjects,

a Guardian may request to make a change to non-compulsory

subject(s), subject to the subject change rules and guidelines
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outlined in this document. Learners, however, cannot take

Accounting and Physical Science for the first time in grade 11.

2.1.2.3. Learners entering Grade 12

Learners entering Grade 12 should select the same subjects they

have completed in Grade 10 and 11. They must have taken Life

Orientation in Grade 11 and this must be captured on the report.

Where a subject that a learner has been studying is not offered by

UCT Online High School, or there is a desire to make a change to a

non-compulsory subject, a Guardian may submit this request for

consideration. Changing a subject in Grade 12 is not encouraged

due to the three year duration of the overall phase. However,

requests to change a subject in Grade 12 will be considered by the

Executive Head of School and Chief Academic Officer and

Assessment Body on a case-by-case basis. The outcome of the

decision will always be dictated by what is permissible in terms of

the rules and what is in the learner’s best interest.

2.1.3. Exemptions for First Additional Language

Taking a First Additional Language from those available is mandatory for

the National Senior Certificate. Exemptions to this rule are only permitted

in very specific cases in accordance with the rules as set out in the

National Policy Pertaining To The Programme And Promotion

Requirements Of The National Curriculum Statement Grades R - 12. No

deviations from the National Policy can be considered. Exemptions will

only be considered in the following circumstances:

● An immigrant learner: The learner must be in possession of the

official relevant documentation confirming immigrant status from

the Department of Home Affairs;
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● A child or a dependant of a diplomatic representative of a foreign

government accredited in South Africa;

● A person / learner who first enrolled at and entered a South African

School in Grade 7 or a more senior grade;

● A learner who, having begun his or her schooling at a school in South

Africa, has attended school outside South Africa for two or more

consecutive years after Grade 6 or its equivalent.

2.1.4. Moving from different curriculum to SA CAPS when
entering grade 11 or 12

Learners moving from curricula that are very different to SA CAPS will be

flagged for Academic Review. These applicants will be required to

complete a literacy assessment and/or a mathematics assessment in

order to gauge what the learner already knows. The Admissions Teammay

also consult with key UCT Online High School staff members if the learner

is choosing to select more challenging subjects.

Please note that some curricula do differ substantially to that of the

National Senior Certificate and follow different combination rules. Where

an applicant has been following a different curriculum that deviates

significantly from the level and / or curriculum combination rules it may

not be possible for such a learner to be admitted. As an example if a

learner has not been taking any of the First Additional Languages offered

it would not be in the best interests of the learner to pick this subject up in

either grade 11 or 12. In some instances a learner may be considered for

admission to begin the FET phase from the beginning.
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2.1.5. School Based Assessments

The SA CAPS curriculum includes a variety of different assessment types.

School Based Assessments (SBAs) are one of the compulsory assessment

types and learners are required to complete all of the SBAs for their

subjects in each grade within the phase. Learners will be afforded an

opportunity to submit their SBAs within a set time-frame. Should a learner

have extenuating circumstances that prevent them from completing in

the given time, it is the learner and guardian’s responsibility to inform UCT

Online High School as soon as possible and, where possible, a catch up

plan will be put in place. If a learner has been following the SA

CAPS-aligned curriculum to date their entire learning portfolio; including

all their SBA, orals and practicals. It is vital that no gaps or breaks are

present in their learning. These portfolios must be reviewed by the

teachers and where there are gaps then a catch up plan must be put in

place.

2.2. Subject changes

2.2.1. Subject change rules and deadlines

Although subject changes are permitted, it must be noted that UCT

Online High School has a discretion and final say on subject change

requests. Generally, subject changes that are not in the best interest of the

learner are likely to be declined. All subject change requests must be

submitted before the expiry of the following prescribed deadlines.

● Senior Phase: subject changes are allowed, provided they are done

before the 27 June of the specific grade.

● Grade 10: two subject changes are allowed, provided they are done

before the 27 June of the Grade 10 year.
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● Grade 11: two subject changes are allowed, provided they are done

before the 27 March of the Grade 11 year.

● Grade 12: one may be requested provided that this is done before 26

January of the Grade 12 year. As stated earlier in the policy, changing

subjects in Grade 12 is not advisable. Requests will be considered on a

case-by-case basis.

The school has discretion when all approved subject changes will take

effect. In other words, the school may decide that subject change

requests that were submitted and approved in the first term will take

effect in term 2. Which means the learner is expected to continue with the

subject until the end of the first term.

It must be noted that a learner cannot change or replace Maths Literacy

with Mathematics. However, Mathematics can be replaced with Maths

Literacy.

2.2.2. Subject change process

1. Guardian approval: conversation with the guardian to discuss the

learner's subject change request. No subject change request will be

approved without the consent of the guardian.

2. Student Records: Reviews the subject change request in terms of SA

CAPS rules. If approved, the guardian is sent a Subject Change form to

complete and sign and send back to Student Records. They submit the

change request to the Technical team for processing.

3. Submission of form to SACAI: As part of the learner registration process,

the Subject change form is submitted to SACAI.
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4. Fee impact: Only applicable to additional subjects. The finance team will

confirm the impact on the learners’ billing and will contact the guardian

for approval.

5. System changes: Our technical team facilitates the changes on our CRM

and Learning Management System.

6. Confirm subject change: Depending on which point the subject change

is requested, either a Student Records Coordinator or a Support Coach will

confirm the subject change with the guardian.

7. Grade 12 subject change: A subject change request in grade 12 must be

made in writing by the learner and fully motivated. The learner’s guardian

must clearly endorse the request. The Head of the School will, after

consulting the teacher for the new subject, process and decide the

request taking into account what is in the best interest of the learner.

2.3. System support for information management

All learner information is securely stored in our CRM. Our CRM system

captures all learner information including personal details, family information,

barriers to learning, their academic grades, their subject choices and grades.

Through access control, and in accordance with our Privacy Policy, only certain

staff members are able to access detailed information about our learners and

their family on system.

2.4. Capturing of marks

All marks are captured on our Learning Management system gradebook. The

Teachers and graders are responsible for ensuring that they accurately

capture learners' grades in the gradebook. The LMS gradebook syncs with our

CRM system so that learners' grades are also captured on our CRM.
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2.5. Voluntary grade repeat

UCT Online High School has been receiving requests from guardians of

learners who performed exceptionally well to be retained in the same grade

despite meeting the promotional requirements to be promoted to the next

grade. These requests are unusual because learners who have proven that

they are academically strong ought to be promoted to the next grade, per

promotion requirements.

Although these requests are discouraged, the School is willing to consider and

decide them. Subject change requests must be fully reasoned and submitted

in writing by the primary guardian to the learner’s support coach. In deciding

these requests, the School will be guided by the best interest of the learner

principle taking into account the learner’s age and the fact that a learner

cannot be legally retained for more than four years in the same phase.
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