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Adult Matric for the Amended 
Senior Certificate (ASC)

Start Application Process

Updated 9 March 2023

https://portal.uctonlinehighschool.com/uct/register


DISCLAIMER:

The information provided in this presentation is consistent with the current policies and guidelines laid out 
within our office, Valenture Institute and UCT Online High School. The information provided here is subject to 
change. Please visit our website regularly for up-to-date information.
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Who can I speak with if I would like some more information?
Speak to our friendly Admissions Consultants – they love answering questions. admissions@
uctohs.valentureonline.com. Please click here to request a call.

How can I request a telephone call or assistance from an  
Admissions Consultant?
The Admissions Team would love to hear from you and assist with any questions that 
you may have. Please click here to request a call.

How can I apply?
By going to our application page. Our friendly Admissions Consultants are looking forward 
to hearing from you and supporting you step-by-step throughout the entire process.

Do you have an Application Fee? If so, how much is it?
Yes, a non-refundable Application Fee is payable upon application for all our grades. This 
fee is to cover any cost relating to the administration and processing of the application. 
Please refer to our Adult Matric fees handbook for detailed information about this.

What documents are required upon application?
You need to have the following critical documents on hand: 

• A copy of your birth certificate or South African Identity Document
• A General Education and Training Certificate (GETC); or a Grade 9/old  
  Standard 7 school report stating that you have passed; or
• A recognised equivalent qualification at NQF level 1 which requires 2 official languages.

Once you’ve received a conditional offer and have accepted your placement at UCT Online 
High School, we will ask you to submit all of the documents referenced in the application 
process during the pre-orientation phase. These documents are required before starting 
at UCT Online High School.

What are the entrance requirements for UCT Online School  
for Adult Matric?
• Adult Matric learners who are 21 years and older when they sit for their  
  final ASC matric examination
• Adult Matric learners who have a General Education and Training  
  Certificate (GETC); or
• Adult Matric learners who have a Grade 9 school report (or the old Standard 7).     
  Stating that you have passed Grade 9 or Standard 7, or
• A recognised equivalent qualification obtained at NQF Level 1 which requires  
  two official languages.
• Adult Matric learners must present an identity document, visa or a study  
  permit (foreign nationals).

For a full detailed breakdown of Admission requirements, please view  
the Adult Matric admissions policy.

 
 
 
 

mailto:admissions%40uctohs.valentureonline.com?subject=
mailto:admissions%40uctohs.valentureonline.com?subject=
https://www.uctonlinehighschool.com/contact-us
https://www.uctonlinehighschool.com/contact-us
https://portal.uctonlinehighschool.com/uct/register
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/632314afa4ab7470468c4ad1_UCT%20OHS%20%28Adult%20Matric%29%20Policy_Fees%20Handbook_140922.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/6368bee0df8f851cfb26406b_UCT%20OHS_Adult%20Matric_Admissions%20Policy_7.11.22.pdf
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If I apply, will I have a guaranteed placement at UCT Online  
High School?
No, placement is not guaranteed. However, we look at every application holistically and 
strive to be as inclusive as possible.

Are any assessments involved in the application process?
There are no formal admission assessments, as submitting any of the required documents 
listed previously is all that is required.

Is there an application deadline?
Yes, there is an application deadline. To find out more details, please reach out to our 
Admission Team here. 

How will I receive feedback on my application?
An email with an application outcome outlining whether you have been accepted or 
not will be sent to you once the process is complete.

How long should it take for me to receive feedback on my application?
If you meet all of the basic requirements, you should receive feedback in a week.

Do you accept international Adult Matric learners?
We welcome Adult Matric learners from all around the world to join our global classroom. 
Please note that UCT Online High School operating hours are fixed and are in South African 
Standard Time (SAST). If you live in a time zone with a 6-hour (or greater) time difference 
to South Africa, please speak to our Admissions Consultants for more details.

Please note: Adult Matric learners from outside of South Africa will need their passport, visa and a study permit 
when entering South Africa to write their final ASC examinations. This will need to be shown at the examination 
venue before writing your final matric.

Are there any additional costs for the application assessments?
No, these costs are all included in the application fee.

When and how do I pay tuition fees and which payment options  
are available?
We offer several payment options that you are able to select for your convenience. Please 
refer to our Adult Matric fees handbook for detailed information about this.

Is a Placement Fee required?
To secure your place at our school and accept the conditional offer, we require a once-
off Placement Fee to be paid in advance. This payment is non-refundable and will not be 
deducted from the total tuition cost.

This fee includes, but is not limited to the costs associated with record verification, Adult 
Matric learner onboarding and the purchase of technology licences on behalf of the Adult 
Matric learner.

Back to Table of Contents

https://www.uctonlinehighschool.com/contact-us
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/632314afa4ab7470468c4ad1_UCT%20OHS%20%28Adult%20Matric%29%20Policy_Fees%20Handbook_140922.pdf
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Do I pay per subject? How much does each subject cost?
We charge a flat tuition fee that is inclusive of access to the 6 subjects required for the 
ASC qualification. Any additional elected subjects will incur an additional cost — at this 
time, there are no additional subjects on offer. Please see our Adult Matric fees handbook 
for more info.

Are there additional costs?
There are no additional costs associated with Adult Matric — this includes the purchase of 
textbooks or ASC Examination Fees required by the DBE.

Although there is no need to purchase any subject textbooks, adult learners will need to 
purchase the required setwork for each of their language subjects. These currently include 
English, Afrikaans and isiXhosa.

Do you offer bursaries or scholarships?
As and when they become available, financial scholarships are offered. Please see more 
information here.

Do you offer any form of financing?
Not at the moment but keep your eyes peeled, we’ll have some exciting financing options soon!

Do qualified promotional offers apply to the Application  
and Placement Fee?
No. Please note: qualified promotional offers are only applied to tuition fees. The full 
non-refundable Application and Placement fees are payable on applying to UCT Online 
High School. After paying the placement Fee, the qualified promotional offer will be applied 
to tuition  fees going forward.  

Please refer to our Adult Matric Fees handbook for detailed information about this.

Will there be a fee increase?
All fees are subject to an annual increase. Please refer to our Adult Matric Fees handbook 
for detailed information about this.

Back to Table of Contents

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/632314afa4ab7470468c4ad1_UCT%20OHS%20%28Adult%20Matric%29%20Policy_Fees%20Handbook_140922.pdf
https://www.uctonlinehighschool.com/adult-matric
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/632314afa4ab7470468c4ad1_UCT%20OHS%20%28Adult%20Matric%29%20Policy_Fees%20Handbook_140922.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/632314afa4ab7470468c4ad1_UCT%20OHS%20%28Adult%20Matric%29%20Policy_Fees%20Handbook_140922.pdf
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What is the difference between an Adult Matric qualification, the 
Amended Senior Certificate (ASC), and a high school matric, the  
National Senior Certificate (NSC)?
A high school matric qualification is the National Senior Certificate (NSC) available only 
to high school learners under 21 years of age. This is the traditional way of obtaining your 
Grade 12/matric. An Adult Matric qualification is the Amended Senior Certificate (ASC). This 
is when adult learners complete their matric qualification outside of the basic schooling 
system and is awarded to adults, 21 years old and older.

Why get a matric certificate as an adult?
A matric certificate allows you to:

• Apply for entry-level jobs
• Access to study opportunities
• Access to learnerships

Can I complete my matric online?
Yes, at UCT Online High School, our Adult Matric programme is offered via distance 
learning which uses online tools to help you prepare for your Amended Senior Certificate 
(ASC) examination.

It is important to remember that your ACS examination registration can only be done online 
(or in person at a local Provincial Education Department), but the actual ASC examinations 
are written in person at dedicated examination centres in your area determined by the DBE.

Do I need to register to prepare for the Adult Matric programme at the 
Department of Basic Education?
No, you can’t register to prepare for an Adult Matric qualification with the Department of 
Basic Education (DBE). This can only be done through Adult Matric service providers such 
as UCT Online High School. You must, however, register to write your ASC examinations 
with the DBE between October and January each year.

How many subjects do I need to pass the ASC examination, and what 
are the certificates I can achieve?
To pass your ASC qualification you need to pass 5 of your 6 subjects. There are 4 levels of 
matric certificates you can obtain with different minimum pass marks. 

They are:

• Bachelor’s Degree Pass
• Diploma Pass
• Higher Certificate Pass
• Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) Pass

These passes determine how well you passed and your eligibility to study further at 
tertiary institutions.

Bachelor’s Degree Pass - A Bachelor’s Pass means that you must have at least achieved:

• 40% in your home language subject
• 50% in four other high credit subjects
• 30% in one other subject
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Minimum APS based on these marks: 21

Diploma Pass - A Diploma Pass means you must have scored at least:

• 40% in your home language subject
• 40% in four other high credit subjects
• 30% in one other subject

Minimum APS based on these marks: 17

Higher Certificate Pass - To obtain a Higher Certificate Pass you must have at least achieved:

• 40% in your home language subject
• 40% in two other subjects
• 30% in three other subjects
• You must have English or Afrikaans as a subject to achieve this qualification

Minimum APS based on these marks: 15

Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) Pass - An ASC Pass is the lowest certificate you can 
achieve and will mean you have passed at least:

• 40% in your home language subject
• 40% in two other subjects

You can fail your first additional language subject but then you must score:

• 30% in the remaining subjects
• Fail one subject by a maximum of 20%

Minimum APS based on these marks: 14

Please note that each university or higher education course has its own minimum APS score as an entry  
requirement when applying. Do some research on the course you are interested in studying so you are familiar 
with how well you need to pass your Amended Senior Certificate (ASC).

What NQF level is an Adult Matric qualification?
The Adult Matric Amended Senior Certificate (ASC for adult learners) is on the same NQF 
level 4 as the National Senior Certificate (NSC) for high school learners.

Can I go to university with an Amended Senior Certificate (ASC)?
Universities accept the Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) as one of their entrance re-
quirements. You will need to pass at Bachelor’s Degree level and adhere to all other entry 
requirements of the course you want to apply for. The higher your marks, the more likely 
you are to be accepted into a university course. It is important to check all the requirements 
before choosing your Adult Matric subjects.

Can you do matric In 3 months?
No, you cannot. A standard high school matric takes 12 months to complete (as well as the 
previous school years that lead up to matric). Adult Matric consists of academic course 
material from Grade 10 to Grade 12. At UCT Online High School our preparation for the 
ASC examination can be completed in 18 months.
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Can I rewrite my Adult Matric after 5 years?
Yes! As long as you have a Grade 9 certificate, have an NSC (complete or incomplete) and 
are over the age of 21, you can rewrite your Adult Matric Amended Senior Certificate.

How do adults enrol for UCT Online High School’s Adult  
Matric programme?
Enrolling for UCT Online High School’s Adult Matric is simple, you can:

• Contact one of our Admissions Consultants
• Call us on +27 21 140 1792
• Fill in the online application form

Can I buy a matric certificate?
No, you cannot. Buying a matric certificate is regarded as a crime. You could face a fine, 
jail time for up to 5 years or both.

What is the ABET level for matric?
There is no Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) matric level. The highest ABET level 
is on an NQF level 1. Matric is on an NQF level 4.

Can I see my matric certificate online?
The Department of Basic Education (DBE) has a section on its website where matric results 
can be viewed once they are released after the examinations have been written. You can 
simply log in with your DBE learner number to view your matric results.

How long does the Adult Matric programme take?
Adult Matric preparation for the ASC can be completed in 18 months at UCT Online  
High School

Who awards the Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) qualification?
The Adult Matric qualification is awarded by Umalusi.

Is Adult Matric (ASC) registered on SAQA?
Yes, the Adult Matric qualification has the following SAQA ID number: 49647.

Can I get a degree without a matric qualification?
No, you cannot. If you want to obtain a university/tertiary qualification, you will need to 
have a matric certificate and meet a variety of entry requirements set by that specific 
university/tertiary institution.

How old do I need to be to apply for the Adult Matric programme at 
UCT Online High School?
Applicants can be as young as 16 years old when applying for Adult Matric but will need 
to be 21 years old when they write their ASC examination.

https://www.uctonlinehighschool.com/contact-us
https://portal.uctonlinehighschool.com/uct/register
https://regqs.saqa.org.za/viewQualification.php?id=49647


Can I become a policeman without matric?
You are able to study policing without a matric, however many job opportunities require a 
matric as a minimum qualification requirement. There are opportunities available to learners 
without a matric certificate to help them build on industry experience.
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Do you offer classes?
We are a distance learning institution; we do not offer in-person (live) classes. You can 
access your future from the comfort of your own home.

What type of curriculum do you offer?
This particular offering is aligned with the South African National Curriculum and Assessment 
Policy Statements (CAPS) which prepares Adult Matric learners for their final Amended 
Senior Certificate (ASC) qualification certification. This will cover all requirements necessary 
for the FET Phase (Grades 11 and 12, and where applicable, Grade 10).

Which languages are offered by UCT Online High School?
English (Home Language) is the medium of instruction for UCT Online High School Adult 
Matric learners, and additional languages are offered as First Additional Language (FAL). 
First Additional Languages on offer are Afrikaans or isiXhosa.

Am I able to register for single subjects?
Not currently, but our team is working in the background to make this possible in the near future.

What subjects are available?
Compulsory (3 Subjects):
Home Language: 
• English Home Language

First Additional Language (FAL) (Choose 1):
• Afrikaans
• isiXhosa

Mathematics (Choose 1):
• Maths Literacy
• Pure Mathematics

Electives (Choose any 3):
• Business Studies
• Economics
• Geography
• History
• Life Science

What grading system is used?
An Adult Matric learner’s achievement in Adult Matric is reported by using the standard 
system in the CAPS curriculum. All final marks will be reported in percentages. A corresponding 
rating and level of competence are obtained using the following system:

100 - 80%  Outstanding achievement - 7
79 - 70%  Meritorious achievement - 6
69 - 60%  Substantial achievement - 5
59 - 50%  Adequate achievement - 4
49 - 40%  Moderate achievement - 3
39 - 30%  Elementary achievement - 2
29 - 0%  Not achieved - 1

Back to Table of Contents
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How do science practicals work in an online environment?
UCT Online High School uses an integrated approach to delivering science practicals for 
internal assessments that utilises video demonstrations, online simulations and at-home 
practicals within a fun, safe and controlled environment. Adult Matric learners will never 
be required to attend a physical venue to conduct science practicals nor acquire expensive 
and potentially dangerous equipment to use at home. All practicals to be conducted within 
the home environment will use materials listed in our stationery and equipment list, and/
or cheap and easy-to-source materials from a local supermarket or online store. 

Additionally, Adult Matric learners will be briefed on the practicals they will be conducting 
before the module where the practical is placed, allowing them time to source the required 
materials well in advance. The methods used to deliver science practicals adhere to the 
Curriculum Assessment Policies Statements (CAPS) outlined by the Department of Basic 
Education. We aim to equip Adult Matric learners with the practical skills required to pre-
pare them for future studies in the sciences.

Back to Table of Contents
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What type of support is available to me?
We offer a Structured Flexibility approach where Adult Matric learners have the flexibility 
to complete the necessary content freely within a week — want to study on a Tuesday 
night or Saturday morning? No problem, as long as you cover the week’s worth of content 
before the end of the week. Adult Matric Learners will also have access to pre-recorded 
ASC examination prep sessions to further cement their understanding of the academic 
content prior to writing the ASC exams. Further support will be provided by our Support 
Advisors who will be accountability partners and provide administrative support and  
motivation throughout the learning journey. 

Our Technical Support Team is also on hand to support any technical issues on our various 
learning platforms and will be on hand during live tests and exams. Our Support Advisors 
and Tech Support team will be available Monday-Friday from 8:00 - 17:00 SAST during 
published academic terms.

What is the role of a Support Advisor?
Support Advisors are an Adult Matric learner’s biggest champion. These passionate indi-
viduals are deeply committed to helping our Adult Matric learners succeed and support 
with all things administrative.

How do I engage with UCT Online High School for Adult Matric?
Engagement is key and we encourage Adult Matric learners to direct any questions directly 
to their Support Advisor. If the matter requires escalation, the Support Advisor may refer 
the Adult Matric learner to contact Student Experience Leadership.

What technical support does an online Adult Matric learner receive?
Fear not, there need be no kicking of printers or throwing modems out of windows; Adult 
Matric learners get all the technical support they need. This includes troubleshooting any 
issues with their Online Campus, Adult Matric Learner Portal, logins, access to course  
material, shared drives or any Google-affiliated products (such as Google Meet)

Our Technical Support Officers will also be on hand via email, telephone, or a live chat  
feature, which lets the Adult Matric learner chat with Technical Support Officers in real-time 
for quick assistance and turnaround time.

Do we partner with tutoring centres or anything of that nature?
Unfortunately not.

Back to Table of Contents
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How do I register for my Amended Senior Certificate  
(ASC) examinations?
The Department of Basic Education (DBE) opens registrations for ASC examinations from 
October/November to January. You can register online or in person, with your supporting 
documents to complete your registration. The Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) examinations 
are scheduled for the May/June examination session each year. 

Online examination Registration

You can register online on the government’s e-Service website. 

Education District Office

You can visit your nearest Provincial Department of Education district office to register 
in person. 

Documents You Will Need: 

• Completed registration form
• A certified copy of your ID or birth certificate
• Candidates whose country of birth is outside of South Africa will need to use their   
  passports (and provide visa copies)
• Repeat candidates must include a copy of their previous highest qualification 
• Examination numbers of the previous Grade 12 or equivalent examinations

Can the matric examination be written online?
No, it cannot. You can apply for the Adult Matric programme, which can be completed 
online at any Adult Matric service provider, like UCT Online High School, but the final ASC 
examinations will have to be written in approved in-person venues.

Can I write my final matric examination at my home?
No, you cannot. You will have to write your ASC examinations in person at a registered 
venue identified by the Department of Basic Education (DBE).

Will these external Adult Matric examinations be written at a physical 
venue or online?
The final ASC examinations for Grade 12 (Adult Matric) are set externally and need to be 
written at an approved physical examination venue in South Africa — these are allocated 
by the DBE.

How are matric final marks calculated?
The Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) is scored against the same metric and Admission 
Point Scores (APS) as the National Senior Certificate (NSC), which are awarded when a 
learner completes their matric at high school. The points are broken down into percentage 
groups that equal an admission point score that determines whether you will be granted 
access to a tertiary institution. Every subject is awarded a point based on the percentage 
result of their examination. Tertiary institutions use this system to determine entry require-
ments for their courses.

Back to Table of Contents
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A
SS

E
SS

M
E

N
TS

 &
 A

S
C

 E
X

A
M

IN
A

T
IO

N
S

14

What is a Mastery Check?
A Mastery Check is a formative or summative assessment (mainly formative – we’ll explain 
the difference in the next section) that assesses Adult Matric learners’ mastery of the con-
tent. These Mastery Checks are points where both Facilitators and Adult Matric learners 
can see where gaps exist and where additional revision may be needed.

How often do Mastery Checks take place?
Depending on the subjects, you may have a Mastery Check at the end of each module be-
tween Mastery Checks, you will have regular opportunities to practice through self-graded 
or auto-graded assessments.

Back to Table of Contents
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Will I require any specific stationery or learning resources such as a 
printer and/or scanner? How often would access be required?
Yes, at a minimum you will require a desktop computer or laptop with access to a reliable 
internet connection, data, and access to a smartphone for proctoring online exams and tests. 
For additional requirements please see our Stationery and Equipment list here.

Will I require any specific UPS device?
Yes, if you live in a country, like South Africa, where power outages occur regularly, a UPS 
(uninterruptible power supply) is needed to power both your Wi-Fi and laptop/PC.

https://assets.website-files.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/618532ddd99d335d60473bff_Stationery%20List_updated%2004112021.pdf


Back to Table of Contents

Thank you 
Enkosi 

Ngiyabonga 
Dankie 

Ke a leboha


