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Welcome to 
UCT Online High School
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UCT Online High School completely redefines what it means to "go" to school; we’ve put 

your child front and centre, right where they should be. By using the latest data-driven 

technology, we’re able to offer a state-of-the-art personalised learning experience just 

for you.

We know that success in life is based on more than just access to great opportunities, it 

requires continuous encouragement and support too. This is why we’ve created an 

unrivalled support network to ensure the well-being of every learner that comes through 

our online school.

Together, we’ll provide your child with all the tools that they need to succeed in high 

school, university and life.

An online 
school with 
a di�erence



Our mission
To accelerate access to 
world-class high school 
education, in order to 
unleash South Africa's 
potential.

Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.
-Nelson Mandela“

“
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“As an inclusive and innovative African institution, the University of Cape Town is 

committed to playing its part in addressing the systemic challenges facing our education 

system. As a result, we have taken the bold step to launch an innovative online high 

school in January 2022, where our academic excellence can be extended to high school 

learners across the country. Our youth are our future. UCT Online High School will enable 

learners to choose an aspirational online school, which will unleash their potential to 

transform our country and the world.”

– Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng

Message from the 
Vice-chancellor
of UCT
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What makes
us unique?

No more walls

Since the dawn of education, the biggest limitation to schools is that they’ve had to exist 

within the confines of brick and mortar – not any more! Now learners can access a quality 

education from anywhere, at any time. For the first time in history, learners from all over 

the world are able to connect and share ideas at the click of a button.

Multiple o�erings 

Now offering two different curricula, South Africa's National Senior Certificate (CAPS) 

and the Cambridge International curriculum, we are proud to serve a diversity of learners 

with different needs, not just in our country, but beyond our borders too. We are also in 

the process of rolling out Adult Matric for those learners who want a second chance or 

never got a first chance — to get their National Senior Certificate. 
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The University of Cape Town 
Advantage



07

So that you can open all 

the doors

The University of Cape Town is the highest ranked university on the continent. By joining 

UCT Online High School you are providing your child with the best possible opportunity 

to succeed in school, university, and life.

UCT Online High School learners will enjoy a range of benefits 
from the University of Cape Town, including:

Virtual My Brilliant Future series with UCT faculty 

UCT virtual open days

Subject-choice talks 

Qualification Curriculum Talks and curriculum plan talks 

Career assessments and career planning tools

Guidance on matching subject choices and grades to tertiary studies and career 

opportunities



Learning — it’s different for everyone

The challenge behind education – and the beauty of school – is that every learner is 

unique. Accordingly, classes need to be fun and stimulating for everyone. The job of a 

good educator is to hit this sweet spot; when they miss it, it’s not that learning doesn’t 

happen — it can’t. Our mastery-based, data-driven learning approach allows us to see 

exactly how your child is doing at any given moment. Our Support Coaches use this 

information to help keep your child motivated, accountable and responsible, and our 

Teachers use it to set up remediation sessions when a learner needs additional academic 

support. 
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Every learner goes through an orientation programme, which provides them with all 

the ninja skills they need to be successful at online education. 

They’ll then be assigned their Support Coach, who will continue to help them navigate 

their way through their online learning journey.

Getting orientated

It’s time to embrace a digital world

The way that children engage with the world is changing. As they learn to work and 

socialise online, it’s never been more important to provide them with the structure and 

tools they need to thrive.

UCT Online High School is committed to the responsible and progressive use of 

technology, helping your child to unlock the world of opportunities that’s waiting at their 

fingertips.

09
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Our Pillars For Success
Our advanced learning analytics, engaging content, and 
unrivalled support system ensure that learners are expertly 
equipped to excel at online learning. 

InclusivityLearning Success Growth



We’re all about Structured Flexibility

At UCT Online High School, we know that no two learners are the same. We provide the 

structure that allows our learners to excel according to their own strengths and 

capabilities, within well-defined boundaries. No learner should ever be bored (because 

spending hours sitting in a class that you’ve already mastered is as pointless as a broken 

pencil) and no learner should ever get left behind.

Cycle Tests and Exam blocks are fixed throughout the year. Learners are able to check in 

with their Support Coaches during daily check in sessions, helping to ensure that they 

are working through their modules and moving at the required pace to meet their 

deadlines and exam targets.

Supported by incredible teachers
and caring coaches 

UCT Online High School puts learners first by placing them in the centre of their very 

own superhero movie. Our multi-layered support system gives them all the 

encouragement, tools and support they need to master their own destiny.

11

Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can structure their studies 

around Daily Check-ins. Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can 

structure their studies around Daily Check-ins with their Support Coaches. They can also 

join Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with their Support Coaches or Teachers where 

necessary.

Our support system is there to monitor each learner’s progress and provide them with 

all the encouragement and tools that they need to meet their deadlines.

We believe in Individual Mastery

Much like building a strong house, a good education requires a solid foundation. If a 

learner misses too many building blocks, their whole knowledge structure can become 

unstable.

Every learner is given the opportunity to master each module before moving on to the 

next. Where learners have not mastered their weekly content, they are placed in 

specialised remediation programmes and boot camps to ensure that they do not 

progress with substantial gaps in their learning, which is imperative for success in 

subjects like Science, Technology, and Maths.

True mastery requires discipline

School isn’t about promotions, demotions or being in class for a set amount of time; it’s 

about mastering the skills necessary for life. One of the most important skills that 

learners develop on their journey towards adulthood is self-discipline.

We know that fostering the art of self-discipline takes time, which is why our Support 

Coaches are there to keep our learners accountable by enforcing as much responsibility 

as possible.

Besides our Daily Check-ins, our orientation and Learning Compass Programmes focus 

on equipping learners and their family units with the skills they need, not only to succeed 

in school, but to flourish in life. 

Our school is data-driven

In a traditional classroom, there is a front row and a back row — it’s easy to get lost in the 

middle. At UCT Online High School, real-time data allows Teachers and Support Coaches 

to get a comprehensive picture of how each learner is doing. We use data dashboards 

every day to see which learners are falling behind, enabling us to keep every learner on 

track through Daily Check-ins, Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions, and targeted 

remediation boot camps.

And it was built on purpose 

Many COVID-era online schools have been retrofitted to “go online” as a temporary fix. 

UCT Online High School was born online! Our expert team of Learning Designers, Learn-

ing Technologists and Data Analysts have worked with the best Teachers in the country 

to design engaging learning paths that are purpose-built for online learning.

�

Our content is engaging, offering multiple forms of rich media notes, Ask Me Anything 

sessions, assessments and other learning materials to suit a variety of learning prefer-

ences. UCT Online High School is the school of the future and it was designed to meet 

the needs of an ever-changing world.



We’re all about Structured Flexibility

At UCT Online High School, we know that no two learners are the same. We provide the 

structure that allows our learners to excel according to their own strengths and 

capabilities, within well-defined boundaries. No learner should ever be bored (because 

spending hours sitting in a class that you’ve already mastered is as pointless as a broken 

pencil) and no learner should ever get left behind.

Cycle Tests and Exam blocks are fixed throughout the year. Learners are able to check in 

with their Support Coaches during daily check in sessions, helping to ensure that they 

are working through their modules and moving at the required pace to meet their 

deadlines and exam targets.

Supported by incredible teachers
and caring coaches 

UCT Online High School puts learners first by placing them in the centre of their very 

own superhero movie. Our multi-layered support system gives them all the 

encouragement, tools and support they need to master their own destiny.

Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can structure their studies 

around Daily Check-ins. Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can 

structure their studies around Daily Check-ins with their Support Coaches. They can also 

join Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with their Support Coaches or Teachers where 

necessary.

Our support system is there to monitor each learner’s progress and provide them with 

all the encouragement and tools that they need to meet their deadlines.

We believe in Individual Mastery
 
Much like building a strong house, a good education requires a solid foundation. If a 

learner misses too many building blocks, their whole knowledge structure can become 

unstable.

Every learner is given the opportunity to master each module before moving on to the 

next. Where learners have not mastered their weekly content, they are placed in 

specialised remediation programmes and boot camps to ensure that they do not 

progress with substantial gaps in their learning, which is imperative for success in 

subjects like Science, Technology, and Maths.

True mastery requires discipline

School isn’t about promotions, demotions or being in class for a set amount of time; it’s 

about mastering the skills necessary for life. One of the most important skills that 

learners develop on their journey towards adulthood is self-discipline.

 

We know that fostering the art of self-discipline takes time, which is why our Support 

Coaches are there to keep our learners accountable by enforcing as much responsibility 

as possible.

 

Besides our Daily Check-ins, our orientation and Learning Compass Programmes focus 

on equipping learners and their family units with the skills they need, not only to succeed 

12

in school, but to flourish in life. 

Our school is data-driven

In a traditional classroom, there is a front row and a back row — it’s easy to get lost in the 

middle. At UCT Online High School, real-time data allows Teachers and Support Coaches 

to get a comprehensive picture of how each learner is doing. We use data dashboards 

every day to see which learners are falling behind, enabling us to keep every learner on 

track through Daily Check-ins, Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions, and targeted 

remediation boot camps.

And it was built on purpose 
 

Many COVID-era online schools have been retrofitted to “go online” as a temporary fix. 

UCT Online High School was born online! Our expert team of Learning Designers, Learn-

ing Technologists and Data Analysts have worked with the best Teachers in the country 

to design engaging learning paths that are purpose-built for online learning.

�

Our content is engaging, offering multiple forms of rich media notes, Ask Me Anything 

sessions, assessments and other learning materials to suit a variety of learning prefer-

ences. UCT Online High School is the school of the future and it was designed to meet 

the needs of an ever-changing world.



We’re all about Structured Flexibility

At UCT Online High School, we know that no two learners are the same. We provide the 

structure that allows our learners to excel according to their own strengths and 

capabilities, within well-defined boundaries. No learner should ever be bored (because 

spending hours sitting in a class that you’ve already mastered is as pointless as a broken 

pencil) and no learner should ever get left behind.

Cycle Tests and Exam blocks are fixed throughout the year. Learners are able to check in 

with their Support Coaches during daily check in sessions, helping to ensure that they 

are working through their modules and moving at the required pace to meet their 

deadlines and exam targets.

Supported by incredible teachers
and caring coaches

UCT Online High School puts learners first by placing them in the centre of their very 

own superhero movie. Our multi-layered support system gives them all the 

encouragement, tools and support they need to master their own destiny.

Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can structure their studies 

around Daily Check-ins. Learners move according to a pre-paced schedule and can 

structure their studies around Daily Check-ins with their Support Coaches. They can also 

join Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with their Support Coaches or Teachers where 

necessary.

Our support system is there to monitor each learner’s progress and provide them with 

all the encouragement and tools that they need to meet their deadlines.

We believe in Individual Mastery

Much like building a strong house, a good education requires a solid foundation. If a 

learner misses too many building blocks, their whole knowledge structure can become 

unstable.

Every learner is given the opportunity to master each module before moving on to the 

next. Where learners have not mastered their weekly content, they are placed in 

specialised remediation programmes and boot camps to ensure that they do not 

progress with substantial gaps in their learning, which is imperative for success in 

subjects like Science, Technology, and Maths.

True mastery requires discipline

School isn’t about promotions, demotions or being in class for a set amount of time; it’s 

about mastering the skills necessary for life. One of the most important skills that 

learners develop on their journey towards adulthood is self-discipline.

We know that fostering the art of self-discipline takes time, which is why our Support 

Coaches are there to keep our learners accountable by enforcing as much responsibility 

as possible.

Besides our Daily Check-ins, our orientation and Learning Compass Programmes focus 

on equipping learners and their family units with the skills they need, not only to succeed 

in school, but to flourish in life. 

Our school is data-driven

In a traditional classroom, there is a front row and a back row — it’s easy to get lost in the 

middle. At UCT Online High School, real-time data allows Teachers and Support Coaches 

to get a comprehensive picture of how each learner is doing. We use data dashboards 

every day to see which learners are falling behind, enabling us to keep every learner on 

track through Daily Check-ins, Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions, and targeted 

remediation boot camps.

And it was built on purpose 

Many COVID-era online schools have been retrofitted to “go online” as a temporary fix. 

UCT Online High School was born online! Our expert team of Learning Designers, Learn-

ing Technologists and Data Analysts have worked with the best Teachers in the country 

to design engaging learning paths that are purpose-built for online learning.

�

Our content is engaging, offering multiple forms of rich media notes, Ask Me Anything 

sessions, assessments and other learning materials to suit a variety of learning prefer-

ences. UCT Online High School is the school of the future and it was designed to meet 

the needs of an ever-changing world.

13



Learner Engagement

Ask Me Anything Sessions

At UCT Online High School, we offer live opt-in Ask Me Anything sessions each week per 

subject. These sessions are hosted by subject Teachers and create a space for learners 

to receive further explanation and guidance on key topics covered that week, as well as 

to raise any questions they might need support with. Learners are also able to book Ask 

Me Anything sessions with their dedicated Support Coach for socio-emotional support 

and/or more holistic guidance as they navigate the online learning journey. 

Daily Check-ins 

Daily Check-ins are live sessions that are hosted by Support Coaches each morning (on 

school days). The purpose of these sessions is to promote learner engagement, provide 

important daily updates that support learners in the online learning environment, and to 

motivate and inspire learners at the start of each school day. 

Learning Compass Sessions 

Learners attend a Leaning Compass session once per week, which is hosted by their 

dedicated Support Coach. Learning Compass sessions aim to equip learners with the 

skills required to thrive in an online learning environment and strives to equip them with 

key socio-emotional skills throughout their learning journey. The Learning Compass 

Programme, which is delivered by Support Coaches in the Learning Compass sessions, 

focuses on five key socio-emotional themes, namely, self-awareness; self-management; 

social awareness; relationship skills; and, responsible decision making.

Assemblies 

Assembly is compulsory for all learners to attend. Assembly takes place at the start of 

each week (on a Monday morning) and serves to provide learners with important school 

updates and information from our Deputy Principal and other key school figures. 

14
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Online schools in South Africa are currently not able to register as independent schools, 

although there have been recent moves by the Department of Education to allow for 

this. Until a regulatory framework exists for registration of online schools, we advise 

Guardians with children in the Compulsory Schooling phase to register for Home Educa-

tion, which is a legally recognised alternative to formal education in South Africa, and 

allows parents to choose any curriculum that meets the minimum outcomes as set out 

in the national curriculum. This particular offering is aligned with the South African 

National Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS) which prepares learners 

for their National Senior Certificate (NSC) exam, colloquially referred to as Matric.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is the world's largest provider of 

international education programmes and qualifications. UCT Online High School is an 

officially accredited Cambridge International school permitted to offer Cambridge 

online. These qualifications include; IGCSE, AS and A Levels. The Cambridge 

International curriculum sets a global standard for education, and is 

recognised by universities and employers worldwide.

* Please note that it is not recommended for learners to switch from an International 

curriculum to a local one at a later stage due to significant differences in syllabus

content. 
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We accept 12-year-olds starting in Year 7 all the way up to 19-years-olds concluding 

their AS or A-Levels in Year 13. The Cambridge International curriculum is divided into 

three stages. 

There are specific criteria for admission to study at UCT Online High School, please 

refer to our Admissions Policy which outlines all the criteria for admission.

Stage

Cambridge 
Lower 

Secondary

Cambridge 
Upper 

Secondary*

Qualification

Lower Secondary

Int. GCSE
24 Months

Year 7

Year 8

12+

13+

12 Months

12 Months

Year 9 14+ 12 Months

Year 10 15+ 12 Months

Year 11

Int. GCSE 1

Int. GCSE 2 16+ 12 Months

Cambridge 
Advanced* 

Year 12/13 17+ 18 Months
Int. 

AS-Levels

Int. AS-Levels

Int. A-Levels

Year 12

Year 13

17+

18+

12 Months

12 Months

Int. AS-Levels
18 Months

Int. AS-Levels
24 Months

Grade
Learner

Age*
Length of

Qualification

* Please note UCT Online High School is currently only accepting learners for Lower Secondary in 2023,

with Upper Secondary (IGCSE) and Cambridge Advanced (AS and A-Levels) being rolled out in due 

course.  
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Subjects on offer



Subjects on offer

Below is a list of subjects on offer for the different years. Please consult our Subject 

Selection and Curriculum Plan Rules Policy for more detailed information about 

subjects. 

Cambridge Lower Secondary

Year 7

Compulsory Subjects include:

There are 5 compulsory subjects plus an additional compulsory second language for 

SA learners.

Afrikaans (required for SA learners)

Computing

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Social Studies (History/Geography)

19

* Additional subjects added in 2024

Years 8 & 9

Compulsory Subjects include:

There are 6 compulsory subjects plus an additional compulsory second language for 

SA learners.

Afrikaans (required for SA learners)

Business

Computing

English

Mathematics

Science 

Social Studies (History / Geography)

* Additional subjects added in 2024



Cambridge Upper Secondary 
- International GCSE

Years 10 & 11

Learners are required to take 6 subjects from the options below: 

The following 3 subjects are compulsory:

English First Language

Mathematics

A choice of at least 1 Science (Biology, Chemistry or Physics)

Afrikaans - Second Language

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

English - First Language

Geography

History

Information Communication Technology (ICT)

Mathematics Core/Extended

Physics

20

Please note that a Second Language is also compulsory for SA learners

* Additional subjects added in 2024 
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Cambridge Advanced -
International AS and A-Levels (Coming 
soon) 

Years 12 & 13

International AS-Levels

Learners are required to take 4 subjects from the options below:

International A-Levels

Learners are required to select 3 subjects from the options below:

Afrikaans Language (O�er in AS only)

Biology

Business

Chemistry

English Language

English Literature

French

Geography

History

Information Technology

Mathematics

Physics

Biology

Business

Chemistry

English Language

English Literature

French

Geography

History

Information Technology

Mathematics

Physics
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School Calendar



We have a three-term academic year starting every January and concluding in Decem-

ber. Each year at Lower Secondary (years 7- 9) is 12 months in duration.  IGCSE and 

A-Levels should both take two years respectively, while AS-levels are available over 18 

months. 

Learners will need to move through their modules in a timely manner and meet fixed 

cycle tests and exam blocks throughout each qualification to progress into the next 

qualification. 

Click here for our yearly calendar. 

23

New intakes every January 

and July. 

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/60dc7a9971e17333e8780665/62e8e1dfd00c7486410c355f_Cambridge%20International%20Calendar_2023.pdf


Cambridge International exams are written either in May/June or Oct/Nov each year for 

IGCSE, AS and A-Levels and need to be written at a designated Cambridge venue within 

Botswana, South Africa or Namibia. Learners who do not reside in any of the 

aforementioned countries would need to travel to one of them to write their exams.

*Venue locations will be at major metros within designated countries.

*It is the responsibility of each learner to make their way to the venue on their

own accord. 

24

Exams



A Cambridge International qualification comes with an impressive reputation, and 

will retain its value for a lifetime of education and employment. AS and A-Levels - 

recognised by over 2000 tertiary institutions worldwide - are your passport to a 

global career.

By graduating with a successful Cambridge International qualification you will be 

eligible to apply to all UK universities, over 800 universities in the US, and many other 

student destinations, including but not limited to, Canada, Australia, Singapore, South 

Africa, Germany and the Netherlands.

Your 

passport 

to the 

future 

25
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Beyond the curriculum 



To learn about the world, you first 

have to learn about yourself.

A school is about so much more than grades, it’s about inner well-being, making 

friends and being given the tools to thrive in life. UCT Online High School prides itself 

on our all-round support, career services, guardian engagement and extracurricular 

offerings – ensuring that our learners find that perfect learn-life balance!  

27
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Virtual Clubs

Our Virtual Clubs offer learners an online space to explore their interests, hobbies 

and knowledge with like-minded peers. 

We currently have over 50 clubs which meet regularly throughout the year. Our key 

focus areas are Well-being, Creativity, Skills Development and Special Interests. They 

provide learners with the opportunities to learn new skills, get creative, build online 

communities, develop leadership skills and most importantly, have fun!

Music, Sustainable Living, Book Club, 

Mindfulness, Model UN, Debating, 

Film Club, Master Chef, Gaming… 

the list goes on. 

 



We like to move
it, move it

A healthy body is essential for a healthy mind and there is so much life to live outside of 

the classroom! Our learners love getting out and about to participate in the abundance 

of sport and lifestyle activities offered by our vast directory of vetted clubs and 

societies. 

Wanna go surfing on Tuesday morning? Done! Fancy a yoga and mindfulness session on 

Thursday afternoon? Do it! Club sports with your local team? You're on! 

*Please note that participation in sports clubs and societies outside of UCT Online High School may incur 

additional fees. 

29



Counselling Services

Where learner-first well-being meets a world-class syllabus. Every learner is unique and 

every learner has different needs. Beyond our Support Coaches, we have a full-time 

counselling service. Our learner well-being team is there to ensure that our learners are 

nurtured and cared for, providing them with all the emotional support that they need to 

cope, thrive, adjust and navigate their school experience positively. 

Learner-oriented services include:  

 Short-term one-on-one counselling 

 Open time with a Counsellor – time slots where counsellors discuss a topic with  

 learners

 Fun and support-based therapeutic groups – for specific therapy concerns, such  

 as grief counselling

 Our team further extends support to our educational teams, individually or in   

 groups, in the form of debriefing spaces and training for expressed needs. 
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Academic Support

Learners who experience barriers to learning are referred to Academic Support for 

assistance with a support plan, in collaboration with their Teachers, Guardians and 

Support Coaches.

 Academic Support assists with submitting a concession application to the relative  

 examination authority for formal approval and assists with the coordination of   

 concessions during tests and examinations. 

 Academic Support facilitates pairing learners with Readers, 

 Scribes and Prompters.*  

 Academic Support assists with staff training on inclusivity, accessibility 

 and adapting teaching and support methods to cater to our diverse range 

 of learning needs. 

* These are externally sourced and may incur additional costs on behalf of the guardian.
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We know that school is just a stepping stone, which is why UCT Online High School has 

a suite of dedicated career guidance services to help learners make the best decisions 

possible. We’ll help you find your passion, whether that’s getting into university, landing 

your dream job, or becoming the next global music icon. We regularly feature 

inspirational guest speakers and industry experts from different fields during our My 

Brilliant Future series to help learners embrace a rapidly changing world.

Our purpose is to inspire students to reach their full potential, guiding them through 

subject selection and exposing them to a variety of career options. 
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Preparing for life
beyond the pond



Explore
We encourage and support learners to explore various university 

majors and careers through an integrated approach.

Prepare
We provide training and resources to prepare learners for 

academic and career success.

Connect
We facilitate connections between learners, university, and 

community stakeholders through events, job shadowing, 

internships, and career opportunities.

Support
We support and train our academic staff and employees across 

the entire organisation to encourage experiential learning and 

expand professional prospects. 
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Guardian engagement 

We take an active approach in engaging with the guardians of our learners. Through 

various initiatives, such as webinars and newsletters, we aim to equip our guardians 

with the knowledge and support structure they need to partner with the school in 

making sure that their child’s educational journey is a success.

Each guardian has a personal profile on our dynamic Guardian Portal that is linked to 

their child’s online campus. There, you can see your child’s progress, grades, test dates 

and more. We also encourage guardians to connect with each other to plan meet-ups, 

share tips and connect with others who have had similar experiences.
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Our Fees
R3 300 per month | R39 600 per year (2023) 

No lengthy notice periods and no cancellation fees. Just pure learning, 
tailored to your family’s needs.



High
School.

Low
costs.

Digital learning content, excluding language setworks. 

Access to our online campus and all of our digital tools 

Five subjects for Year 7, six subjects for Years 8 - 9, six subjects for IGCSE (Years 

10-11), four subjects for AS Levels and three subjects for A-Levels

Support Coach 

Passionate teachers in all key subject areas 

Proctored tests and exams 

Career guidance 

Academic support and counselling services 

Virtual Clubs
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Fees inclusive of:



Additional fees 
We don’t like to play hide and seek with our fees. 

 

Application fee
 

A fee of R750 is payable when you submit your application form. This fee covers our 

administrative costs and is non-refundable. 

Placement fee

In order to accept a conditional offer and secure your child’s place at our school, we 

require a once-off placement fee of R4000.00 to be paid in advance. This is a 

non-refundable fee that is payable upon a learner being sent an official letter of 

conditional acceptance. This fee is to cover the costs incurred when processing a 

learner’s placement. It includes, but is not limited to, the costs associated with record 

verification, learner onboarding and the purchase of technology licences on behalf of the 

learner. Please refer to our Fees Handbook for detailed information about this.

External examination fees

External Cambridge International examinations for IGCSE and AS or A-Levels need to be 

written at an accredited Cambridge International centre offered within your region 

(currently Botswana, South Africa or Namibia). 

 IGCSE | (R20,000-R30,000 inclusive of Cambridge Paper Fees and Venue Costs)

 AS or A-Levels | (R20,000-R30,000 inclusive of Cambridge Paper Fees and 

 Venue Costs)

* Exam fees are an estimate and subject to change. All exam costs are fixed in the year of writing. 
* Exams may only be written at an accredited venue, additional travel costs may be incurred. 
* If you live in a country outside of South Africa, Namibia or Botswana you will need to travel to one of these 
regions to write your exam at your own expense.
* Please note: choosing to write your exams over two exam periods will incur significantly higher costs than 
writing them over one. 
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Equipment, software, and stationery 
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• A printer 

is required for the writing of Cycle Tests and Examination

• A laptop or desktop computer with at least:
      
2.0 + GHZ processor
4+ gigs of RAM
A webcam
A built-in or external microphone 

• An Internet connection with a minimum:
     
10 Mbps download speed
1 Mbps upload speed

• An Internet browser 

 Our recommendation is Google Chrome.

• Access to a smartphone 

with a camera that can be used to download a scanner app to scan 
paper. Our recommendation is CamScanner.

Please note that Microsoft Office will only be required for learners taking Computing (Year 7-9) 
and ICT (IGCSE). 

(Please note that a tablet or cell phone may not have the necessary 
capabilities to access all the features on our learning platform.)

(Schoolwork per student will require approximately 50 gigs of data 
per month)
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We recommend:

• Pens (blue / black)

• HB pencil/s

• Sharpener

• Eraser

• Scissors

• Ruler

• An exam pad

• At minimum a 96-page softcover book for each subject (this is 

   recommended for doing exercises and taking notes).

General Stationery

Please visit the fees section on our website for a comprehensive list of subject specific 

requirements.
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Discounts

We o�er the following discounts:

 Annual discount: 5% if you pay 12 months upfront. 

 Sibling discount: if more than 1 child is enrolled, each child receives a 5% discount. 

Fee Terms
A once-off, non-refundable, placement fee of R4000 is required to conditionally secure 

your learner’s place at UCT Online High School. 

 Monthly fees are payable every month for the full duration the learner is enrolled,  

 including holidays, revision, and internal and external examination months. 

 Fees are paid in advance and billing occurs on the 20th of each month, due by the  

 1st of the month.
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Apply within
Your future is waiting 



 

Step 1 | Fill in one quick and easy application form 

(available on our website www.uctonlinehighschool.com)

This should seriously take you less than 10 minutes. There are no 

documents to submit yet (we'll get those at a later stage), but 

keep your latest school report on hand. A R750 application fee 

is required to submit your application to cover our 

administrative costs.

Step 2 | Receive your Conditional Offer

Give us some time to process your application. If all goes well, 

it'll take a few hours before getting an official conditional offer 

— your golden ticket to a world-class online education.

Step 3 | Application review 

To accept the conditional offer and secure your child's place at 

UCT Online High School, you'll need to pay a once off, non 

refundable, placement fee of R4000.  

New intakes every January and July! 
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Follow these simple steps to apply

PS. We understand that applying to study at a new institution can be daunting. Our 

friendly Admissions Consultants love to answer questions and are here to help you and 

your family  every step of the way. 

You can contact them on +27 21 010 1350 or at admissions@uctohs.valentureonline.com



What happens after the 

admissions process?

As you get closer to your start date, your dedicated Support Coach will get in touch with 

you to guide you through the next steps, which will include getting to know you and your 

family and advising on the orientation process.
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Frequently 
Asked Questions



Q: Is this an online university?

Nope, UCT Online High School is an online high school offering a local and international 

curriculum. Our goal is for as many of our learners to pass their SA National Senior 

Certificate (Matric) with endorsement or their Cambridge International qualification, 

opening up a wide range of post-secondary opportunities. 

Q: Will my child automatically get into UCT (the university) if they 

attend UCT Online High School?

No, not automatically, but we will champion them every step of the way! Getting into 

university requires good grades and hard work, and the entrance criteria differ greatly 

from one qualification to the next. Our Career Guidance team works with your child at 

critical junctures to help them select the right subjects and achieve the right results for 

their qualification of choice, and give them the best possible chance of success in school, 

university and life. 

Q: What payment options are available?

We offer several payment methods which applicants are able to select for their 

convenience. Please refer to our fees handbook for detailed information about this

Q: Is UCT Online High School available to those outside of South Africa? 

Yes, it is! The Cambridge International curriculum is available to both South African and 

non-South African learners. Please contact our admissions team on +27 21 010 1350 or 

at admissions@uctohs.valentureonline.com for more information. 

Q: Which languages are offered by UCT Online High School?

English is the medium of instruction for UCT Online High School learners. Additional 

languages will be on offer as second language options. 

Our Cambridge International curriculum currently offers Afrikaans and will aim to offer 

French (IGCSE and A Levels) in the near future as additional languages

Q: Are there live classes available or recordings?

Yes, there are opt-in live Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with Teachers each week, as 
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Q: Is this an online university?

Nope, UCT Online High School is an online high school offering a local and international 

curriculum. Our goal is for as many of our learners to pass their SA National Senior 

Certificate (Matric) with endorsement or their Cambridge International qualification, 

opening up a wide range of post-secondary opportunities. 

Q: Will my child automatically get into UCT (the university) if they 

attend UCT Online High School?

No, not automatically, but we will champion them every step of the way! Getting into 

university requires good grades and hard work, and the entrance criteria differ greatly 

from one qualification to the next. Our Career Guidance team works with your child at 

critical junctures to help them select the right subjects and achieve the right results for 

their qualification of choice, and give them the best possible chance of success in school, 

university and life. 

Q: What payment options are available?

We offer several payment methods which applicants are able to select for their 

convenience. Please refer to our fees handbook for detailed information about this

Q: Is UCT Online High School available to those outside of South Africa? 

Yes, it is! The Cambridge International curriculum is available to both South African and 

non-South African learners. Please contact our admissions team on +27 21 010 1350 or 

at admissions@uctohs.valentureonline.com for more information. 

Q: Which languages are offered by UCT Online High School?

English is the medium of instruction for UCT Online High School learners. Additional 

languages will be on offer as second language options. 

Our Cambridge International curriculum currently offers Afrikaans and will aim to offer 

French (IGCSE and A Levels) in the near future as additional languages

Q: Are there live classes available or recordings?

Yes, there are opt-in live Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with Teachers each week, as 

well as, live weekly Learning Compass sessions and Daily Check-ins with Support 

Coaches.

As such, learners will have multiple opportunities to engage with their Support Coaches, 

Teachers, and peers, enriching their learning experience

Q: How does UCT Online High School choose their teachers?

We don’t just look for Teachers that are experienced in their subject area, we recruit 

highly-passionate educators who believe in making a lasting, positive impact on the lives 

of the learners they engage with. All our Teachers are extremely well vetted and must 

strive to elicit the best from their learners through excellent rapport, meaningful 

engagement, and a sincere commitment to their success.

Q: How often do exams take place?

Learners write in-person external examinations at the end of the IGCSE, and then either 

at the end of Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level or at the end of Advanced (A) Level 

qualifications. These take place in either the May/June or October/November exam 

sitting depending on the qualification start date. 

Learners will write additional online trial and internal mid-qualification examinations 

prior to writing their final examinations. In addition, learners will write Cycle Tests in 

non-exam terms. 

For Lower Secondary, learners will write mid and end-of-year examinations online.

Q: What type of support is available to my child?

Support is directly offered by their teachers, Support Coaches, school counsellors and 

our highly responsive technical support team who are available to assist and support 

learners throughout their entire high school career.

Learners can contact their teachers and support coaches directly at any time; while our 

team is constantly monitoring their progress proactively, reaching out to them where 

required.
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Q: Is this an online university?

Nope, UCT Online High School is an online high school offering a local and international 

curriculum. Our goal is for as many of our learners to pass their SA National Senior 

Certificate (Matric) with endorsement or their Cambridge International qualification, 

opening up a wide range of post-secondary opportunities. 

Q: Will my child automatically get into UCT (the university) if they 

attend UCT Online High School?

No, not automatically, but we will champion them every step of the way! Getting into 

university requires good grades and hard work, and the entrance criteria differ greatly 

from one qualification to the next. Our Career Guidance team works with your child at 

critical junctures to help them select the right subjects and achieve the right results for 

their qualification of choice, and give them the best possible chance of success in school, 

university and life. 

Q: What payment options are available?

We offer several payment methods which applicants are able to select for their 

convenience. Please refer to our fees handbook for detailed information about this

Q: Is UCT Online High School available to those outside of South Africa? 

Yes, it is! The Cambridge International curriculum is available to both South African and 

non-South African learners. Please contact our admissions team on +27 21 010 1350 or 

at admissions@uctohs.valentureonline.com for more information. 

Q: Which languages are offered by UCT Online High School?

English is the medium of instruction for UCT Online High School learners. Additional 

languages will be on offer as second language options. 

Our Cambridge International curriculum currently offers Afrikaans and will aim to offer 

French (IGCSE and A Levels) in the near future as additional languages

Q: Are there live classes available or recordings?

Yes, there are opt-in live Ask Me Anything (AMA) sessions with Teachers each week, as 
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Q: Did you find the answer you were looking for?

Visit our website www.uctonlinehighschool.com for loads more FAQs or alternatively 

speak to one of our friendly Admissions Consultants. Call us on +27 21 010 1350 or 

email admissions@uctohs.valentureonline.com and we’ll get back to you shortly.
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Thank you


