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Wild Rice Electric’s office 
will close at noon on Friday, 
December 22nd and 
re-open on Tuesday, 
December 26th for the 
Christmas Holiday.  The of-
fice will also close at noon 
on Friday, December 29th 
and re-open again on 
Tuesday, January 2nd  for 
the New Year’s Holiday.  

In the event of an 
emergency or outage, 
please call 1-800-244-5709 
for assistance.

from all of us 
at Wild Rice Electric

Cooperative

Visit wildriceelectric.com/smarthub for more information

 

HOW WILL YOU REGISTER FOR SMARTHUB?

Step 3:  Managing your account 
                at anytime from anywhere

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO REGISTER FOR SMARTHUB?

 

Our SmartHub web portal or mobile app will keep you informed 
and will show you where to save time and money on your bills.  

 

With the holidays upon us, budgets can run a bit tighter for all of us.  
Be sure to register to Wild Rice Electric’s SmartHub system where you 
can be in control of managing your account, monitor your usage and 
much more!  

Take Control 

You will need an email address and your 
account number. You can �nd your 
account number on your bill 

@

Whether through the web or mobile app, you 
can register your  account, for free, in SmartHub. 
You can  register at wildriceelectric/smarthub.

ATTENTION CURRENT CREDIT/DEBIT CARD AUTO PAY
MEMBERS: Members will NEED to re-enter your payment infor-
mation with our new SmartHub payment system. Failure to do 
so will result in no payment being posted to your account.  

with SmartHub

1-855-949-5868 

Step 1:  Register your account in SmartHub

Step 2:  Activate the features 
                you want

24-hour bill pay is available by calling 



     As the holiday season ap-
proaches, it provides us with an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
things we are thankful for and 
to express gratitude and appre-
ciation to those who enrich our 
lives. I am especially thankful 
for my family and I look forward 
to catching up with them over 
the holidays. I am also thankful 
for Wild Rice Electric Coopera-
tive and its contribution to our 
local communities and for 
ensuring our members have 
access to safe and dependable 
electric energy. The Coopera-
tive has experienced another 
great year in our commitment 
to serving our members, and 
I look forward to the work we 
will accomplish in the year 
ahead.

     I also want to express my 
gratitude to our Board of Direc-
tors for their commitment and 
service to our members. Our 
Board consists of co-op mem-
bers who share their time and 
expertise with the Cooperative. 
Their responsibility goes be-
yond governance; they shape 
our vision and strategies, 
always with the best 
interests of our mem-
bers at heart. We are for-
tunate to have a Board 
of Directors made up 
of individuals with 
diverse backgrounds 
and experiences, and 
I thank them for their 
leadership and dedica-
tion.

     We’re excited to wel-
come Christian Petron 
as the latest addition to 
our Cooperative family. 
Christian initially joined 
us as a summer helper, 
and we are glad that 

he has decided to continue his 
journey with us as a full-time 
apprentice lineman. He has a 
strong work ethic and will be 
a great asset to our field crew.  

We are happy 
to have   

him on 

board and look forward to see-
ing him grow in his role.

     As the holiday season ap-
proaches, it’s important to keep 
these safety tips in mind. Be 
sure to inspect your holiday 
lights for frayed cords and loose 
connections, and make it a 
habit to turn off holiday lights 
when you’re leaving the house 

or going to bed. Don’t forget 
to test your smoke alarms 

regularly and clean or 
replace your furnace filter 

as necessary. While the holi-
days are a time to cherish 
with family and friends, it’s 
important that we keep 
safety in mind.

     From all of us at Wild 
Rice Electric Cooperative, 
we are proud to be of 
service to you. We hope 
that you and your family 
are healthy and safe dur-
ing this holiday season. 
We wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

 

Highlights 
from the Board Room:
The Board of Directors 
held its monthly meet-
ing on September 26, 
2023.  During the meeting, 
an overview of the 2024 
Budget and Goals format 
was given, discussion was 
also held on modifications 
to the billing statement 
format, upcoming Creden-
tialed Cooperative Director 
training, and the future 
pole yard and shop expan-
sion project.

A quorum of directors was 
present and the following 
actions were taken:

    • Approved the financial 
reports and statements for 
August 2023
    • Approved the monthly 
Cooperative Policy Review 
Report with adoption or 
amendments to six policies 
    • Accepted the depart-
ment and CEO reports
    • Accepted the NRECA 
Region 5 & 6 meeting 
report
    • Accepted  the Minnko-
ta Power report
    • Accepted the MREA 
report

The December regular 
meeting of the Board of 
Directors will be held on 
Tuesday, December 19, 
2023.

SAFETY
TIP

Use More Than One Outlet

Do you have an outlet with more 
than two things plugged into it? You 
most likely have an outlet strip with 

a number of things plugged into 
it, which is not a safe setup. Try to 

distribute small appliances and elec-
tronic devices over several outlets to 
avoid overwhelming a single outlet. 

Alternatively, have an electrician add 
additional outlets where ever needed.

 by Mike Wade
FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

MESSAGE       

Wild Rice Electric Cooperative would like to introduce a new member 
to its Wild Rice team. Christian Petron was hired as an apprentice line-
man to help assist in building, securing and maintaining the coopera-
tive’s distribution grid. Congratulations Christian and welcome to the 
Cooperative team!



12 Days of Holiday Safety
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Wild Rice Electric Coop. 
wishes everyone a 
happy, healthy and 
safe holiday season!

Keep any extra or 
dead batteries 
stored in a safe 

location away from 
small children 

and pets. 

Make sure to 
water your tree 
daily to prevent 
any fire risk and 
to keep your tree 
in tip-top state!

Keep everyone in your 
home safe this holiday season 

by changing the batteries in 
smoke alarms and carbon 

monoxide detectors.

Keeping sidewalks 
and walkways well-lit 
and clear of snow and 
ice can help prevent 

slips and falls all 
winter long.

5 Have a winter preparedness 
kit ready to go in case severe 
weather causes an outage or 

keeps you at home for an 
unexpected amount of time. 

2When hanging 
lights, use insulated 

staples or hooks to prevent 
puncturing the electrical 

wire in the lights. 

Don’t let the most wonderful time of the year 
end in disaster. As you prepare for a holly jolly 
holiday season, here are 12 electrical and fire 
safety tips to keep you and your home safe 
during all your wintertime festivities.

Don’t overload your 
circuits. Use a self-

timer power strip or 
unplug any extension 

cords in use every 
night to prevent 

power surges.

Don’t place 
decorations near 

open heat sources 
like fireplaces or 

space heaters. 

Use LED bulbs for your 
holiday lights. They are 

not only more energy 

bulbs, but they stay 
cooler longer.

3 Check for broken 
or frayed cords 

before plugging 
in any decorations 

or lights in 
your home. 4

Use battery-powered 
flameless candles 

instead of real candles 
when decorating.  

Remember to only 
use outdoor-grade 

extension cords when 
hanging decorations or 
lights outdoors. Be sure 

to keep them clear of 
snow and water.



For Sale
Yorkshire Terrier original 4’ 
x 4’ oil painting. Would be 
a wonderful XMas present 
$30 firm, text for photo, 
218-280-2166.

Rave Sports Aqua Jump 15 
Water Trampoline (AJ150) 
& Aqua Launch, purchased 
in 2009.  Great fun, beyond 
useful life but still works 
well.  Well maintained 
over time but needs some 
repair, owners just getting 
old.  $500 obo, 218-289-
5538 on Maple Lake. 

Cut, split & cured wood, call 
after 6 pm, 218-574-2206.

(4) 23575/15 M&S tires $20 
ea, 218-435-1255.

6 ½’ x 9’ fish house w/ wall 
furnace, 3 burner stove, 
110-12 volt lights, life time 
license, w/ Jiffy ice auger, 
$875 OBO, 218-849-8963.

5” aluminum H beam, 
Hi flow radiator core for 
Kenworth truck $750. 8” 
gas ice auger, $50. Pump-
Jack lawn ornament, $100, 
218-935-5110.

Large oak Table w/ leaf & 4 
chairs (41”x59 1/2” x30H), 
$100. Leather Ashley brand 
reclining couch, $95. Tread-
mill, $30, 218-936-5441 
leave a message.

Skid steer attachments  
new & used snow buckets/ 
blades/  scrappers, hay &  
pallet forks, grapples, hitch 
plates & more, 701-261-
3574.

Large round hay bales 5x5, 
1st, 2nd, 3rd crop alfalfa. 
Also alfalfa & grass mixed 
& straight grass - rounds. 
Small squares wheat straw 
& alfalfa & grass mixed, 218-
766-5702.

Alumninum sled bed trailer, 
8’x10’ tilt bed, lifetime 
license spare tires, $1,000. 
New radiator for 2000 Ford 
Ranger, $140, 218-935-
5110 days.

Pearl white 2000 Lexus 
RX300 new set of tires, 
171k. Leather seats trailer 
hitch, very clean, runs great, 
$3,400, 218-983-3916.

2003 JLG400S Boom Lift. 
5138 hours, diesel motor, 
good tires w/rear chains. 
Runs & operates as it 
should. See pics on craig-
slist. 701-367-8590.

Walk behing snowblower 
(new tires) circle arbor & 
belt, 584-4603.

Two 2005 Escapes both 
need transmissions, 
$700/$800. Console organ, 
$500. Two metal bunk beds 
1 single top / bottom other 
double bottom/single top, 
$10/$15, 218-375-2649.
All aluminum trailer used 
very little, 8’3” x 10’ bed 
2,200l b cap, tilt bed, 
torsion bar suspension, life-
time license w/ spare tire, 
$2,000 cash 218-261-3415.

3 males, 3 females puppies 
- mother black lab, father 
german shorthair pointe, 
$150 ea, 218-204-1043.

3000 lb Newmans pontoon 
lift. $1,200, Island Lake, 218-
280-6939

2 Michelin LTX M&S tires LT 
245/75R 16 mounted on 
1998 Dodge 8 hole factory 
rims 50 % or better tread, 
TRUX chrome 12 volt train 
horn ,s mall tank oxygen/
acetylene w/ regulators & 
hoses, custom painted steel 
mailbox, 4 new Firestone 
tires 265/60R18, 701- 866- 
4681.

Large round 5x5 alfalfa 
bales orhard grass 3rd crop, 
alfalfa orhard grass1st crop 
also some grass hay inside. 
32” Larson storm door. 
Stone crock 25 gal inside, 
218-596-8383 or 218-227-
9034.

Wanted 
New or used #55 flat link 
bail conveyor chain. 218-
289-0612.

Axes or hatchets in any 
condition, 218-850-1552.

12ft steel gate, older 4x4 
pickup, 584-4603.

Free
2 long hair kittens, 
218-935-5576

Ads

Buy energy efficient Chrismas lights and decorations
Purchase LED Christmas plug-in (not battery operated) lights and decorations in 2023.
Complete this rebate form and submit it to Wild Rice Electric by December 31, 2023 with a copy of your sales 
receipt and the packaging showing the number of lights per string. ENERGY STAR LEDs are recommended.
Rebate cannot exceed 50% of the cost. Maximum of five strings per member.

NAME                                                            ACCOUNT 

INSTALLATION ADDRESS

CITY/ ZIP                                                        PHONE #

Fewer than 99

100-199

200-299

Greater than 300

Lights per string # of strings Rebate per string Total rebate

Mail to: 
Wild Rice Electric 
PO BOX 438 Mahn-
omen MN 56557

 $3

$6

$9

$12

Our Ad Policy
Ads are due by the 
10th of the month 
prior to publica-
tion.. 

Ads will be ab-
breviated at the 
coop’s discretion.

Email ads to . . . 
info@wildrice
electric.com

Mail ads to . . .
Wild Rice Electric
P.O. Box 438
Mahnomen, MN 
56557

l
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l
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?Did you

Know 

Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative is committed 
to keeping our member’s 
banking and personal 
information secure.

As a security measure our
member service representa-
tives CANNOT ACCEPT PAY-
MENT information 
OVER THE PHONE

If you wish to make a pay-
ment via telephone there is 
a phone number designated 
to accept secure payments. 
Call 1-855-949-5868 to pay 
your bill 24 hours a day with 
a major credit/debit card or 
by providing your checking 
or saving account informa-
tion.



     The grassroots participation in 
nominating and electing directors 
is one of the most important pow-
ers that you, the members, have in 
controlling your Cooperative – Wild 
Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc.  The Co-
operative’s service territory is divided 
into three director districts. Each of 
the districts is represented by three 
directors who are qualified members 
of the Cooperative and reside within 
the district to be represented. One 
director from each district is elected 
at each annual member meeting for a 
term of three years. If a circumstance 
arises where a director leaves his/her 
seat prior to the end of their term, a 
special election will be held to fill that 
director seat until the term would 
expire. 
     At the Wild Rice Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc. annual meeting scheduled 
for Thursday, April 18, 2024, director 
elections for District 1, 2 and 3 will be 
held. This year the three-year terms of 
the following directors will expire at 
the 2024 Annual Meeting. They are: 
Larry Sollie, Lengby; Mark Habedank, 
Twin Valley; and Russell Okeson, De-
troit Lakes.
     To qualify as a director candidate, 
you must:
     • Be a member in good standing 
receiving electric service from Wild 
Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc.
     • Be only one, and not more than 
one, member of a joint membership.
     • Have voting rights within the 
district from which the director is to 
be elected.
     • Not be employed by, materi-
ally affiliated with, or have a material 
financial interest in any individual 
or entity which is either directly or 
substantially competing with the Co-
operative, selling goods or services in 
substantial quantity to the Coopera-
tive, or possess a substantial conflict 
of interest with the Cooperative.
     • Not be an employee or not have 
been an employee of the Cooperative 
within the last three (3) years.
     • Not be a close relative of an 
employee.
     • If a representative or agent of a 
member is not a natural person, i.e., 
a corporation, partnership, limited 

How to Become a Director
   The Nominating Committee for 2024 is as follows: 
l Mark Klinkhammer, 40223 US Highway 59 SE, 
Winger, MN 56592 --- PH: 218-938-4100
l Raymond Sundrud, 35563 300th St SE, 
Fosston, MN 56542  --- PH: 218-435-1029
l Michael Weik, 14779 Cable Lake Rd SE, 
Mentor, MN 56736  --- PH: 218-637-8250
l John Darco, 2785 Brothers Point Rd, 
Waubun, MN 56589  --- PH: 218-473-2776
l Marjorie Fabre, 1215 300th St, 
Waubun, MN 56589  --- PH: 218-473-2591
l Karen Lefebvre, 37175 County Rd 111, 
Waubun, MN 56589  --- PH: 218-983-3128
l Dwight Aakre, 7612 290th St S
Hawley MN, 56549  --- PH: 701-371-4831
l Bradley Lindstrom, 16912 County Hwy 1, 
Lake Park, MN 56554  --- PH: 218-238-5734
l Richard Zurn, 25472 Whiskey Creek Dr, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 --- PH: 218-847-8788

liability company, or similar, then the 
representative or agent designated 
as a nominee for director shall be an 
individual residing within the external 
boundaries of the district from which 
they are nominated.
     • Never have been convicted of a 
felony.
     • Agree to regularly attend all 
board, regular and special, member’s 
meetings. 
     In accordance with Article III, 
Section 4 of the Bylaws; it shall be 
the duty of the board of directors to 
appoint, not less than forty-five (45) 
days nor more than one hundred and 
twenty days (120) before the date of 
a members’ meeting at which direc-
tors are to be elected, a committee 
on nominations consisting of nine (9) 
members in good standing, whereby 
three (3) members shall be selected 
from each district of the Cooperative 
so as to give equitable representation 
on the committee to the geographical 
area served by the Cooperative.  
     The board of directors appointed 
the Nominating Committee at their 
October monthly meeting held 
Tuesday, October 31, 2023. This 
Committee is scheduled to meet on 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 11 
a.m. for the purpose of nominating 
one or more qualified member(s) from 
each district for each office of director 
slated for election, to be elected by 
the membership at large at the annual 
meeting, and shall prepare and post 
at the principal office of the Coopera-
tive at least thirty (30) days before 
said meeting, a list of nominations.  
     If you are interested in being con-
sidered for nomination or if you know 
a member who you believe would be 
a qualified candidate, please contact 
a member of the Nominating Com-
mittee.

  Any 15 or more members can make 
other director nominations in writ-
ing on or before March 19, 2024.  
Petitions for Nominations form can 
be found at wildriceelectric.com or 
contact Wild Rice Electric directly at 
1-800-244-5709. Director candidates 
may only be nominated by the com-
mittee on nominations or by peti-
tion.  Voting will take place during 
the Annual Meeting. The director 
candidate receiving the highest vote 
for each District will serve on the 
Board of Directors until the end of 
their designated term.

SAMPLE



PERIODICAL

Rural Delight (ISSN 0194 505X)
Published monthly by Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 438, Mahnomen, MN 56557, in the interests of its members and others. 
Periodical postage paid at Mahnomen and additional mailing offices. USPS 468-810. 
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes, Form 3579 to: 
Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 438, Mahnomen, MN 56557-0438. 
Subscription rates: Members, $1/year; Non-members, $2/year. 
Phone: 218-935-2517.

The Energy Assistance Program 
(EAP) is a federally funded pro-
gram through the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
which helps low-income renters 
and homeowners pay for home 
heating costs and furnace repairs. 
Household income must be at or 
below the state median income 
($62,822 for a family of four) to 
qualify for benefits. Applications 
must be received or postmarked 
by May 31, 2024.

To learn more about the EAP 
program or to apply for assistance:
• Visit the Minnesota Department 
of Commerce Energy Assistance 
website, https://mn.gov/com-
merce/consumers/consumer-assis-
tance/energy-assistance/, 
for more details and to access the 
application portal.

Office Hours:  8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
                          Monday- Friday

Telephone: 800-244-5709 or to 
make a payment 833-250-4481

Website: wildriceelectric.com

Email: info@wildriceelectric.com

Officers and Directors:
Chair ....................... Jim Kaiser, District 3
Vice Chair ........... Larry Sollie, District 1
Secretary .. Mark Habedank, District 2
Treasurer ......... Dave Hamre, District 1

District 1: Jeff Nornes
District 2: Greg LaVoy & Roger Winter
District 3: Randy Bjornson &
Russ Okeson

President & CEO ................. Mike Wade

Wild Rice Electric 
Coopertive, Inc.

This Institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

WILD RICE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. MISSION STATEMENT
Energizing our members’ future.

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Contact your county EAP service 
provider for additional information 

and assistance.
Mahube Community Council
PO Box 76
Mahnomen, MN  56557
218-935-5022

Mahube Community Council
1125 Wst River Rd
Detroit Lakes, MN  56502
218-847-1385

White Earth Energy Assistance 
Program
3303 US Hwy 59/ PO Box 418
White Earth, MN  56591
218-473-2711 or 888-458-1385

West Central Minnesota 
Communities Action, Inc.
715 11th St N Suite100
Moorhead, MN 56560
800-492-4805/ 218-685-4486

Inter County Community Council
PO Box 189
Oklee, MN  56742
218-796-5144/ 888-778-4008

Tri-Valley Opportunity Council
102 N Broadway/ PO Box 607
Crookston, MN  56716
218-281-5832/ 800-584-7020

Wild Rice Electric Cooperative exists because of you, and 
we are dedicated to the people and communities we serve. 
If you are having difficulty paying your electric bill and do 
not qualify for either of these programs, please contact us 
immediately to work out a mutually agreeable payment plan.


