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The Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative office

will be closed 
on Tuesday, July 4th 

in honor 
of Independence Day. 

Have a Happy & Safe 
4th of July.

Watt it takes!
     A group of cooperative members 
embarked on a 2-day trip, June 7th 
and 8th, to explore “watt” it takes for 
power generation.  The adventure com-
menced with a visit to Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (MPC) in Grand Forks, the 
cooperative’s wholesale power provid-
er.  At MPC, members gained insights 
into the complexities of generation and 
delivery of electricity.  Ben Fladham-
mer, Communication Manager at MPC, 
provided a comprehensive overview of 
the current and future strategies in the 
energy market.  Discussion included 
renewable energy, grid reliability and 
exciting advancements shaping the 
industry.  The tour continued towards 
the Missouri River to Fort Mandan 
where renowned explorers Lewis and 
Clark wintered during their expedi-
tion in 1804-1805.  The highlight of the 
journey awaited them at the Milton R. 
Young power generation facility as well 
as the BNI coal mine. 

WATT IT TAKES! continued inside



 by Mike Wade
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FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
MESSAGE       

     I hope you’re enjoying the summer 
season and, in particular, the month of 
July. It’s a perfect time for swimming 
in your favorite watering hole, enjoy-
ing some barbecue hot off the grill, and 
watching fireworks light up the sky as 
we celebrate our nation’s independence. 
Whatever your plans, remember that 
safety is our top priority. If you are out in 
the sun, remember to apply sunscreen, 
wear sunglasses and a hat to shield 
yourself from the sun’s rays, and stay 
hydrated by drinking plenty of water. 
Stay safe and let’s make this summer one 
to remember!

     As much as I like summer, I’m not fond 
of the summer storms that bring severe 
weather that can cause our electric grid 
to go down. Our system is equipped 
with devices called reclosers that auto-
matically detect and isolate faults on our 
electric distribution system. When a re-
closer is doing its job, members may see 
short duration blinks and then power is 
restored. However, if the fault does not 
clear, the recloser may open the circuit 

and a lineworker must be dispatched. 
This automated system is designed to 
minimize outage time and improve the 
reliability and efficiency of the electric 
grid.

     We would like to express our sincere 
appreciation to all the members who 
joined us for the recent tour of the 
Minnkota Power Cooperative headquar-
ters in Grand Forks and their Milton R. 
Young Station.  The Young Station is 
a two-unit, lignite coal-based power 
plant located near Center, N.D. The tour 
allowed participants to gain a deeper 
understanding of our commitment to 
safe and reliable power generation. The 
Minnkota staff did an excellent job of 
explaining the complexities of how our 
power is generated and transmitted to 
our system and we appreciate their will-
ingness to help educate our members. 
We thank our members for their active 
participation and for making the event a 
memorable one!

     As a member-owned cooperative, we 
are committed to sharing the benefits 

of our success with you, our valued 
members. We are pleased to announce 
that the board of directors has approved 
the retirement of capital credits in the 
amount of $681,228. This means that a 
portion of the funds allocated to your 
account will be returned to you in July. 
Returning capital credits is one of the 
many ways we demonstrate our commit-
ment to you.

   As we continue to strengthen our 
team, we are delighted to introduce two 
new additions to our cooperative family. 
Please join us in extending a warm wel-
come to Nick Otto and Jake Zima. Both 
Nick and Jake come to Wild Rice with ex-
tensive experience and we are excited to 
have them onboard. We look forward to 
the positive contributions they will make 
to our cooperative and its members.

   We are incredibly grateful for your 
support of Wild Rice Electric. If you have 
any questions, concerns, or feedback, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to 
our Member Services team. Be safe and 
enjoy your summer.

Update 
Your Account

In an effort to keep our members informed and up-to-date, 
be sure to assist us by keeping your account information 
current.  Visit our website at www.wildriceelectric.com 
and click on the “Update Your Account” icon or call us at 1-800-244-5709.  
Keeping your account information current allows members to be notified 
about events such as planned outages in your area, capital credit payouts, bill-
ing information and much more.  Don’t delay, update your account today!

Wild Rice is active 
on Facebook . . .

We share about 
outages, lineworker 
action,  safety events 
and all things 
cooperative.

Follow along: 
Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative.
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Paysit to be a Member
$681,228A total retirement 

this year of 

Because members are 
owners, margins are returned 
in the form of capital credits. 

Wild Rice Electric members 
will share in the retirement of 
capital credits assigned based 

upon the patronage from 
1997 and a portion of 1998.

At year end, Wild Rice
Electric assesses the
finances to determine 
if  there is excess revenue
      called margins.

            Based on your energy
        consumption, Wild Rice  
       Electric allocates the 
margins as capital credits to 
our members. Capital credits 
are retained for a period of 
time for financing of the
 business operations.As financial conditions 

permit, your board of
directors approves payout, 
or retirement, of the capital 
credits to the active 
      members in the form 
       of a bill credit and a check   
          to the inactive members.

Approved capital 
credits are applied 
to active 
member bills in 
July.  Inactive 
members receive 
a check mailed to 
the last mailing 
address on record.

Active Members: Capital credit earnings will be applied in July and be reflected on your current bill. Notification of allocation for 2022 and retirement 

will be provided on your billing statement. Inactive Members who no longer have an account will receive a check in the mail to the last mailing 
address on record.  If you have a friend, relative or neighbor whom once was a member with Wild Rice Electric, please have them contact 
the cooperative at 1-800-244-5709 so their account information can be updated.  A list of uncashed capital credits may be found on our 
website at wildriceelectric.com

Wild Rice Electric Cooperative 
tracks how much electricity 
you use and pay for throughout 
the year.

 Margins = Revenue – Expenses



For Sale
IHC Vibra shank culitvator 24’  w/ 2 
bar harrow, has upgraded bushing on 
shanks, $500, 218-784-8166/ 218-456-
2619.

265 gal fuel oil barrel. Yardman riding 
lawn mower. 1981 Honda CX500 
needs battery. 1466 Int. tractor good 
work horse. 1999 Ford ranger pick-up 
good shape, 218-847-4017, lv mes-
sage.

930 Case 90hp tractor w/ cab. Acoustic 
electric Epiphone guitar. Lots of horse 
tack. 218-567-8511 lv message.

2 hay wagons. both have 8x16 all new 
treated racks, 8 ton running gear, and 
telescoping hitches. One is a John 
Deere, one Minnesota. Asking $1,400 
ea. 218-841-2397 Please no text.

Brush mowers, brush & skeletal 
grapples, pullers, stump buckets, forks, 
701-261-3574.

Ten antique clocks, all in excellent 
working condition. $100-$250 each. 
1955 14 ft. Crestliner, 1986 8hp Evin-
rude outboard motor, & trailer. $600, 
218-280-7776/ 218-280-8788.

Whirl Pool bisque color: Microwave, 
$75; dishwasher, $150 both in great 
shape, 218-847-3350. Also, free bisque 
sink.

1996 14 ft Lund Rebel, 2019 15 hp four 
stroke Yamaha, 3 seats, carpeted, live 
well & Lowrance fish finder, very good 
condition, $6,000 obo 406-471-4273.

Craftsman 18.5 HP electric start 42 
inch riding lawn mower in excellent 
condition.  $400, 218-238-5882.

Brand New brushed satin, thick 16 
gauge, 9” deep, double undermount 
kitchen sink. Edge to Edge 31” X 18” 
$200, call 218-850-0796.

Firewood mixed, seasoned, $100 full 
cord, Little Toad Lake, 701-205-2134.

Shoremaster yellow poly swim raft w/ 
aluminum foldng step ladder. Size  9 
X 7 ft, nice shape, $995, call/txt218-
841-5780.

Golden powered wheelchair, easy to 
use, great batteries, can turn in tight 
places, will hold up to 300 lbs, $675, 
218-329-1719.

2004 Nissan Maxima 3.55L Loaded 
power-windows, seat, power roof, tilt 
heated seats & steering wheel. AM/
FM -CD- Cassette base sound system. 
24-26 mpg, 274,000 miles run great, 
$2,900. Portable ice house Eskimo 
5’x5’ solid floor suitcase style, $100, call 
218-945-3275.

4 push lawn mowers fix-up/parts. 
Black angus cow – 4 yrs old, 584-4603.

Approx. 60 sheets of 3’x24’ steel sheets 
(excellent for cattle wind fence) plus 
about 30 2x4’s (wood), 218-280-2014.

4 Pekin ducks, $40, 218-935-2938.

6’x8’ flatbed on 4” channel frame w/ 
lights, $400. 8’ pickup box trailer good 
wood hauler, $350. ATV jack still in 
box, $200, 701-405-4991, txt please.

Callaway Epic Driver 11/12 degree loft, 
carbon fiber shaft, draw & fade adj, loft 
& lie adj, $275 cash, 218-849-9976.

32ft fifth wheel goose neck trailer 
triple axle, $5,400. Early 50’s Ford 
one ton truck, rat rod potential. 1996 
Chevy Cheyenne pickup. Good engine 
and drive train, body is rusted. 701-
715-2837, no Saturday calls.

1995 Dodge 3/4 ton 4x4, Gehl 1510 
round baler, Donahue trailer, set of  
canvases for MF Swather, bush hog 
offset disk, 218-261-0971 

Wanted
2 to 4 passenger electric golf cart,  218-
238-5882.

2 black angus you bred or w/ calves & 
young rooster, 584-4603

Band saw and belt sander, 218-849 -1700.

Motor or java mower complete for 314 
John Deere, 218-847-7945.

Badger Silage Wagon, 218-261-0971.

Ads Our Ad Policy
Ads will be 
abbreviated at Wild 
Rice Electric’s 
discretion.

You can submit your 
ad by mail, email, or 
drop off in the office. 
Phone ads will not be 
accepted.

Email ads to . . . 
info@wildriceelectric.
com

Mail ads to . . .
Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative
PO Box 438
Mahnomen, MN 56557
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Phone: Serving you 24 
hours a day: 800-244-
5709

Office Hours: 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Monday- Friday

Website:
www.wildriceelectric.com

Pay bill 24 hours/ 7 days 
a week: 833-250-4481

Also download the Wild 
Rice Electric app for free at 
your App Store of choice, to 
monitor usage, pay your bill 
and more.

Directors:
Randy Bjornson, Mark 
Habedank, David Hamre, 
Jim Kaiser, Greg LaVoy, Jeff 
Nornes, Russ Okeson, Larry 
Sollie and Roger Winter.

Wild Rice Electric 
Co-op, Inc.

This Institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.
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Here the group was 
introduced to the heart of 
energy production where 
some impressive machin-
ery was showcased and 
used to extract, load, and 
transport coal for base 
load generation.  Massive 
trucks, capable of hauling 
240 tons of coal, captured 
the groups attention.  This 
enjoyable and educa-
tional experience allowed 
a great understanding 
of the complexities and 
newfound appreciation in 
the process of delivering 
energy to their homes and 
businesses.   
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WATT IT TAKES! continued from the front



If you have any questions and are considering a solar, wind or standby system,                    
please call 1-800-244-5709 or go to wildriceelectric.com. 

THINKING ABOUT ADDING YOUR OWN GENERATION?

Are you thinking about installing a solar panel system, wind turbine or a standby system that can connect to the grid to 
supplement your power usage? These systems are called distributed energy resource (DER) generation, and you must apply 
for interconnection with Wild Rice Electric Cooperative before you move forward with a project. What is interconnection? 
Interconnection is adding power back safely onto the Wild Rice Electric Cooperative energy grid.

To get started on your system, 
please follow the steps below:

Your system is  
wired properly.

Wild Rice Electric’s  
equipment is adequately  

sized for the project.

Safety for you and Wild Rice 
Electric Cooperative’s personnel 

working on the power lines.

The interconnection process ensures: 

Source: MN PUC (https://mn.gov/puc/
activities/economic-analysis/distributed-
energy/net-metering/)

1. Give Wild Rice Electric Cooperative a call to 
discuss your project early in the consideration 
process.
2. Log on to Wild Rice Electric Cooperative’s 
website and go to the “Billing Information” 
tab. Click on the “Distributed Generation” 
tab. Click on the “Nova Portal” logo. 
Click on “Start New Application.”
3. When fully approved by Wild Rice Electric
Cooperative, have the project connected by a
qualified electrician and certified installer.
4. Electrical work must be inspected and pass
inspection by the state electrical inspector.
5. Notify Wild Rice Electric Cooperative when 
the project is complete for an inspection and 
testing.

?Did you

Know 

NOT everything 
gets marked 
when you . . .

     After calling 811, wait 48 hours (ex-
cluding  weekends and holidays) before 
you begin your excavation. 
     Underground power lines from the 
main meter inward, also known as sec-
ondary wires, however, are the respon-
sibility of the member.  You will need to 
contact your electrician for locating.

  Homeowners need 
to remember that 
every digging job first 
requires a call to 811  
at least two business 
days before digging 
to get utility lines 
marked - even small 
projects like planting 
trees and shrubs.

Don’t forgetCALL
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Wild Rice Electric Cooperative would like to introduce Nick Otto and Jake Zima. Nick was hired as an 
Engineering Technician to assist in our operations department and Jake as Wild Rice Electric Cooperative’s Mechanic.

Nick Otto Jake  Zima


