
“Thanks you  for all the long hours, 
difficult working conditions, and the 
efforts the crews and others put in 

to restoring the power”

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  o u r  M e m b e r s

“Deep appreciation for line crews and 
utility companies for the dedication you put 
in during events like this. Having power less 
then 48 hours after a tornado is amazing”

“Thank you so very much! I appreciate every  minute 
                                                                     of you all being out there!”

    The evening of June 24th is an 
evening many will not forget. Danger-
ous high winds and fierce rain ripped 
through much of the Wild Rice Service 
Territory. We would later find out that 
tornados were amongst the chaos in 
the Cotton Lake and Naytahwaush 
areas. The mess of turned over trees, 
broken power roles and over turned 
pontoons were a devastating sight to 
see.  And so the restoration began!
     The Wild Rice team hit the ground 
running determined to assess, deploy 
and communicate the power restora-
tion process for its members. It didn’t 
take long to determine that the resto-
ration process of this magnitude was 
going to take some time, even with 
the support from neighboring utili-
ties.  We graciously accepted mutual 
aid from: Roseau, PKM and Red Lake 
Cooperatives.  All three cooperative 
teams partnered with the Wild Rice 
Linemen crews to work side by side 
for several days. Only four days after 
the storm, we had successfully ener-
gized all our members!
     While initial restoration is complete, 
additional updates and permanent 
changes are still in progress and are 
expected to take several weeks. 
     Facebook updates during the out-
age restoration provided informative 
detail and were appreciated by the 
members; evidence by your encour-
agement and appreciation posts. Your 
CEO/Kris Dolan wrapped up our Face-
book communication for this outage 
event: “Thank you, thank you, thank 
you members!!!! You have simply been 
amazing throughout the entire event. 
Your words of encouragement and 
support are energizing for the team, 
it means a lot to all of them. We thank 
you for your patience. We know the 
hardship it was for you and many of 
you have cleanup work yet yourselves. 
We are all thinking of you here at Wild 
Rice as you recover from the storm 
damage at your homes. We are most 
thankful no one was seriously hurt in 
all of this. On behalf of all of us at Wild 
Rice Electric, it is our privilege to serve 
all of you.”

Restoring
together
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MESSAGE       
FROM THE CEO

     Delivery of electricity to your 
homes and business is enabled by 
the electric grid, the backbone in 
place across the rural countryside 
serving you.  Electricity is a commodi-
ty that cannot be stored long term for 
later use, rather it is delivered the mo-
ment you turn your light switch on.  
The grid, that backbone, is comprised 
of a vast infrastructure to deliver 
instantaneous energy each second 
of the day as it is needed.  To provide 
scope of this infrastructure, Wild Rice 
Electric has over 3,500 miles of line 
serving our members.  In comparison, 
the original Route 66 was 2,448 miles 
in length and took two weeks to drive 
including stops.  
     Wild Rice Electric employs several 
strategies to manage and maintain 
the grid for reliability.  First and 
foremost is safety, always.  We oper-
ate with great respect of electricity 
and ask this the same of everyone.  
Storms unfortunately cause dis-
ruption to the electric grid.  Most 
recently we experienced two storms 
in a week’s time in June.  We thank 
our members for their patience as our 
team worked safely and as quickly 
as possible to rebuild portions of the 
grid and remove trees out of the lines 
in order to re-energize service to our 
members.
     Grid management strategies 
include an investment in right of way 
clearing, in other words the removal 
of tree growth, and testing to deter-
mine equipment replacement and 
upgrade needs.  During our June 
storms, trees were a primary cause of 
the outages we experienced.  To help 
combat this, in 2021 Wild Rice ad-
opted a proactive strategy to manage 
our right of way clearing program.  

We have a great start and due to 
the size of our system, this ongoing 
strategy involves a ten-year rotation 
of tree clearing around our system.  
     Testing includes inspection of our 
equipment and poles.  We evaluate 
this data and then develop a replace-
ment plan for aged infrastructure 
that is approaching the end of its 
useful life.  We also monitor grid data 
for voltage management, system 
growth, outage analysis and ad-
ditional data points to determine 
system replacements and upgrades 
where needed.  A three-year work 
plan is then developed from testing 
and monitoring activities.  
     Our goal is to maintain system reli-
ability in all of our planning activities.  
We balance all of this with fiscal re-
sponsibility, working methodically to 
continuously provide reliable service 
to our members.  We have prioritized 
installing our lines underground as 
we make system improvements and 
replacements.  Our industry is capital 
intensive, requiring large investments 
to accomplish our initiatives.  Our 
strategy is to make necessary invest-
ments year over year to maintain 
reliability while preserving fiscal 
responsibility. 
     Unfortunately, outages will still 
be experienced, however through 
the strategies shared above, Wild 
Rice employs preventative strategies 
to minimize outages experienced.  
Weather, nature, aging and elements 
will always be a factor for electrical 
utilities.  We are in this together with 
you, we do this all for you and we 
thank our members for their support, 
understanding and encouragement 
during storm restoration.  We appre-
ciate you and we thank you.

 

Highlights 
from the Board Room:
     Wild Rice Electric’s Board 
of Directors held its monthly 
meeting on May 31, 2022, at 
the Wild Rice Electric head-
quarters.   During the meeting, 
the following items were dis-
cussed: RUS loan application 
status; Cost of Service Study 
update; review of Star Energy 
services; update on equip-
ment supply chain; board edu-
cation topic on cyber security 
awareness. 
     A quorum of directors was 
present, and the following ac-
tions were taken: 
    • Accepted the Operation 
Roundup report as presented; 
    • Accepted Minnkota Power 
report as presented;
    • Adopted the 2022 Minnko-
ta Power Integrated Resource 
Plan resolution;
    • Authorized  the contribu-
tion of $250 to the CFC Coop-
erative System Integrity Fund;
    • Accepted MREA report as 
presented.
    • Accepted Consent Agenda 
Reports – Financial Reports 
as submitted by Director of 
Finance; Operations Reports 
as presented by Director of 
Operations; Member Services 
Reports as presented by Direc-
tor of Member Services; and 
Director Compensation Report 
& CEO Expense Report as pre-
sented by board treasurer.

The August meeting of the 
Board of Directors will be held 
on Tuesday, August 30, 2022.



The summer heat can sometimes feel impossible to beat. Your air conditioner (A/C) is 
working overtime to try and keep your home or business cool and comfortable. The 
harder your A/C is working, the higher your electricity bill could be. Help out your home 
and your wallet by trying these six, simple ways to save on your summer electricity bill.

6 ways to save on your summer electricity bill

Check your air conditioner Utilize your ceiling fans avoid using your oven
Regularly inspecting your A/C 
unit can ensure it is functioning 
as efficiently as possible. Vacuum 
air vents regularly to remove 
dirt, dust and pet hair build-up. 
Replacing a dirty A/C filter every 
month or two can lower your 
energy usage by up to 15%. If you 
suspect your AC unit is in need of 
service, be sure to reach out to a 
certified HVAC technician. 

Don’t let the savings a fan 
could offer breeze past you! 
A ceiling fan works great 
when paired with your A/C 
unit. The wind chill effect 
created by a fan allows you 
to keep your thermostat four 
degrees higher without a 
change in comfort. 

You heard us right! A 
conventional oven can heat 
a house or apartment and 
force your A/C to keep up. 
This summer, bust out the 
crockpot and fire up the 
grill to enjoy some delicious 
summertime meals while also 
saving on your electricity bill!

Soak up the

SAV INGS!

close your blinds switch to led light bulbs unplug
A LED light gives off 
significantly less heat and 
uses 75% less energy than 
incandescent bulbs. Soak 
up those cool savings by 
switching your home or 
business over to LED bulbs.

The best thing you can do to 
avoid sunbathing in your living 
room is to keep the blinds closed 
on southern- and western-facing 
windows. Open northern-facing 
windows to allow natural light into 
your home without heating it up.

If you aren’t using it, unplug it. 
Computers, toasters, gaming 
devices and other gadgets all 
generate a small amount of 
heat in a room. Unplug to save 
on your electricity bill all year-
round.



For Sale
Dock 40’ long w/ 8’x8’ end. Dock 32’ long, 
218-233-4051 or 218-443-8328.

Small square bale elevator, 42ft, ¾ electric 
motor, 6- 7ft sections can be made shorter, 
stored inside good condition $750 cash. 
Truck hoist from farm truck, $150 cash, 218-
535-1891.

Rock picker, round bale wagon, 20 ft JD disc 
4 & 6 bottom, 14” plows int, water tanks, 
garden hose, floats for water tanks, 218-945-
6621.

Skid steer attachments, pallet f& hay forks, 
stump buckets, rock & dirt buckets, tree 
pullers & more 701-261-3574.

Pontoon raft includes carpet deck; 7’ high 
jump off or dive Tower 8’ x ‘8’ with railing; 
Fiberglass Diving board on pontoon deck; 
Large half-moon Fiberglass Slide with water 
sprayer; Two extra-large anchors & chains, 
easy load w/ pontoon trailer NOT INCLUDED 
$3,500 pictures available. (H) 218-574-2961  
(C) 218-637 -0531.

4 Bridgestone “Blizzak” Studless, steel belted 
radial tires. 215/55/R17/94Q  $10 ea. 218 
847-4356 please leave mess. 

Corvair (Chevrolet) parts for restoration 
projects.  If interested call  218-850-3181.

Canoe! 17’ aluminum. Old but floats well! 
On Big Elbow Lake. Would make great ricing 
canoe. $100 OBO, 480-248-5918.

371 Bobcat $3,300 cash, 406-471-4273.

Residential garage door opener 1/3 HP very 
good condition, $35, 218-790-0001.

Portable adjustable basketball stand $125.  
Grey Dock Rite canopy cover 114” x 26’ 
$250, 701-371-1902.

Siberian Husky pups male & female,   black 
& white also gray & white,  $500. Male corgi/
bichon frise puppy, black, white & tan, $500.  
Shots / vet checks up to date. 218-234-7487. 

Push law mowers fix up or parts, 584-4603.

10’ Cotterman Loft/Library  ladder on 
wheels with rail. $440. 701-219-1486

8’ x 16’ hay wagon. All new bed, 4 ton run-
ning gear,& good tires. $1,150.Flaired grain 
wagon w/ good tires. $475, 218-847-7085. 

16’ pontoon w/ (2 )Bimini tops, Honda 4 
stroke 10 HP motor (low hours used)
Comes w/ trailer & lift. Been in storage for 
past few years, $5,000 or bo 218-491-5660.

Farm truck 195, $2,000. Fold down pick-up 
camper, $600. 2 med grain bins to move. 2 
old tractors Ford & Allis make offer. Many 
black walnut trees  all yours if no mess, 218-
574-2904.

8N Ford tractor new tires, tie rod, carburator, 
battery & more asking $4,800, 218-234-
3139.

18’ John Deer cultivator w/ folding wings & 
drag, $950. 14 ft cultivator, $250. Summer 
blanket for miniature hors, $25.  10-18’ wire 
fence panels, $25 ea. Vintage wooden high 
chair, $30. Baygard by Parmark electric 
fence wire - approx 1/2 mi, $35, 218-280-
0011.

Massey Ferguson #36 12’ swather god 
canvas. John Deere all crop head 6 row- 30“. 
MF2705 tractor, 218-261-0971.

Wanted
Small battery powered electric chair. I will 
get new batteries. 218-275-9725. Lv mess

Skid steer, 40 hp or more, good condition or 
can need repair, 218-289-0612.

Windshield for F150 Ford & tire changer, 
584-4603.

600-1000 CC UTV in very good condition 
that seats four. Prefer windshield, wench, 
and box, 701-219-1486.

Ad Policy 
l Email ads to . . . 
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Ads

Wild Rice is active 
on Facebook . . .
Follow along: 
Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative.

?Did you

Know ?Did you

Know 

One FREE easy call gets 
your PRIMARY utility lines 

marked.

KNOW WHAT’S BELOW

PLEASE 
MOVE 
OVER

If you see police, firefighters, utilty crews 
or other  emergency personnel on the 
side of the road, slow down and move 
over when possible. It’s the Law.

CALL

See the video at
ValueofElectricity.com 

electric water heater
The value of an

Did you know that around 20% of your 
home’s energy may be used for water 
heating? Make sure you have the 
most efficient and cost-effective 
technology on the market  by upgrad-
ing to a large-capacity electric water 
heater. They can save you money, 
you’ll never worry about running out of 
warm water and Wild Rice Electric can 
help get you started!



High school
Scholarship winner, (parents) College plans

Detroit Lakes 
Paige Davidson Undecided - 
Psychology/Social Work
Madison Olson (Karla Weum) 
UND - Biology and Pre-Den-
tistry
Jocelyn Schur University of 
Nebraska/Omaha - Criminology
Emma Wahl (Ronica & Shiloh) 
Flathead Valley Comm College - 
Speech Pathology

Fertile-Beltrami 
Greta Olson (Troy & Mary) 
MSU/Moorhead - Speech Lan-
guage Hearing Sciences         
Marin Roragen (Ross & Amy) 
NDSU - Accounting 
Rylin Petry (Tim & Angie) 
Bemidji State University - 
Business Finance
Aubree Swenby (Aaron & 
April) U of M /Duluth - Graphic 
Design & Marketing

Fosston
Zoey Christen (Scott) NCTC - 
Nursing
Liam Hoefler (Jacob & Stacie) 
SD School of Mines & Technol-
ogy - Mechanical Engineering
Chloe McLean (Augusta 

Maruska) NDSU - Nursing
Ashten Wolfe (Pat & Sara ) 
MSU/Moorhead - Marketing

Frazee
Jayden Keeping (Erica) MSU/
Moorhead  - Pre-Dentistry

Hawley
Lily Ekre (Mark & Pam) Lake 
Area Tech SD - Occupational 
Therapy Assistant 
Grace Fleming (Ryan & Kirsti) 
Concordia College - Pre-Medi-
cal Science
Vanessa Palmer (David & 
Stephanie) MState - Busi-
ness 

Lake Park - Audubon
Avery Albright  (Jeremy & 
Kelly) 
National Personal Training Insti-
tute - Fitness/Nutrition
Dalton Dornbusch (Kevin & 
Christine) NDSU - Business 
Administration 
Kiara Gullard (Joey & Anita) 
MState/Moorhead - LPN 
Brynn Stalberger (Brian) North 
Iowa Area Community College - 
Psychology

Mahnomen
Tyler McCollum (Nikki & Dan) 
MState /Moorhead - HVAC/R
Lucas Geray (Melissa & An-
drew) 
MNState/Wadena - Electrical 
Lineworker Technology
Will Olson (Becky & Scott ) 
MSTATE/Wadena - Electrical 
Lineworker Technology
Hannah Obowa (Becky & 
Travis) 
U of M/Crookston - Agriculture 
Education

Norman County East
Michaela Halvorson (Preston 
& Mara) Valley City - Psychology
Soren Hoekstra (Mitch & 
Stacie) 
ND Air Guard -NDSU to follow
Brandy Smith College not 
submitted
Caitlin Boman (Mike & Sandra) 
MSUM/Ecology

Ulen- Hitterdal
Dawson Bjerke 
College not submitted
Gwenythe Fain (Jesse & Ann) 
Calvary Chapel Bible College 
Beatrice Larson (Larry & 

Tammi) DePaul University - 
Flute Performance

Casey Moore UND- Aerospace

Waubun
Dominic Bevins (Arthur & 
Maria) 
MSUM - Liberal Arts & Sciences
Ayva Jackson (Marissa Stevens 
& Dennis Jackson) Undecided 
College - Early Education
Tanner Pazdernik (Nathan & 
Angela) MState/Moorhead - 
Diesel Mechanic
Jordyn Zima (Stacy) MState - 
Nursing

Win-E-Mac
Lukiya Kutsev  (Peter & Efrosin-
ia) NDSU - Biochemistry & 
Molecular Biology 
Teagan Paulson (Melissa) 
NDSU - Computer Engineering
Haley Sander (Brad & Melissa) 
Northland Comm Tech College 
- Early Childhood
Savahanna Svalen  (Joel & 
RaeAnn) MSUM - Elementary 
Education

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Since 2001, Wild Rice Electric has given over $263,000 in scholarships; 

these funds come from unclaimed capital credits.  This year Wild Rice Electric

awarded  41 - $750 scholarships to students at 11 local school districts. 

     Wild Rice Electric Cooperative is a recipi-
ent of federal financial assistance from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institu-
tions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gen-
der expression), sexual orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance pro-
gram, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 

bases apply to all programs). Reme-dies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident.
     Persons with disabilities who require alter-
native means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audio-
tape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available 
in languages other
than English.
     To file a program discrimination complaint, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form,

AD-3027, found online at How to File a 
Program Discrimination Complaint and at 
any USDA office or write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request 
a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by:     
     (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
     (2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
     (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov

“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.”

Nondiscrimination Statement
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This Institution is an equal 
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DOWNED POWER LINES
Downed power lines may not look dangerous, but don’t be fooled. 
These lines are likely carrying electric currents strong enough to cause 
serious injury or death. If you come across a downed power line…

DOs DON’Ts
50ft.

Stay at least 50 feet 

 

away from the downed 
line (about the length of 
two school buses).

Never touch a downed 
power line – always 
assume the line is live 
and dangerous. 

Don’t touch a structure near 
or connected to the downed 
power line. They could be 
energized for thousands 
of yards and pose serious 
hazards. 

Don’t attempt to move a 
downed power line – even 
with items that are not typically 
conductive.

If closer, bunny hop 
at least 50 feet away 
keeping both feet 
together and landing 

 

at the same time.

Report the downed power 
line to Wild Rice Electric. 
Call 911 if there is imminent
danger. 

Stay in your vehicle until help arrives. Avoid touching the metal frame or any other metal in your vehicle. 

If you need to exit the vehicle due to fire, jump clear of the car keeping both feet together. Cross your 
arms over your chest and bunny hop at least 50 feet away from the vehicle. Never touch the vehicle 
and the ground simultaneously because this increases the risk of electrical shock. 

If you are in a vehicle that comes in contact with a downed power line: 


