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     On June 8th and 9th, 
twenty plus Wild Rice Electric 
members enjoyed a 2 day trip 
touring our power company, 
Minnkota Power.  The tour 
included a visit to Minnkota 
Power Cooperative head-
quarters in Grand Forks, Mac 
McLennan, CEO of Minnkota, 
offered an informative over-
view of current and future 
strategy of the power market; 
then we toured their dispatch 
wing and their impressive 
warehouse. The group also 
toured Fort Mandan located 
along the Missouri river.  The 
highlight of the trip included 
a tour of the Milton R. Young 
power generation facility 
with presentations and tours 
of the plant.  Then came the 
coal mine tour with BNI!   We 
watched massive coal haul-
ing trucks designed to carry 
240 tons of coal in a single 
trip, and had the opportunity 
to ride on Liberty, a 77 cubic 
yard drag line which removes 
the top soil exposing the coal 
that the plant burns to create 
our power. What an awesome 
opportunity with a fun group 
of members to become edu-
cated on where our power 
comes from!    

Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative 

offices will be 
closed on Monday, 

July 4th in honor 
of Independence 

Day. Have a Happy 
& Safe 4th of July.Energy Education



 

Highlights 
from the Board Room:
     Wild Rice Electric’s Board 
of Directors held its monthly 
meeting on April 26, 2022, at 
the Wild Rice Electric headquar-
ters.   During the meeting, the 
following items were discussed: 
presentation of RUS REDL&G 
loan request; annual review of 
director fiduciary responsibili-
ties; review of Carr’s Tree Service 
work schedule; and overview of 
Safety Committee Meeting. 
     A quorum of directors was 
present, and the following ac-
tions were taken: 
    • Accepted Consent Agenda 
Reports – Financial Reports 
as presented by Director of 
Finance; Operations Reports as 
presented by Director of Opera-
tions; Member Services Reports 
as presented by Director of 
Member Services; and Director 
Compensation Report & CEO 
Expense Report as presented by 
board treasurer;
    • Accepted  first quarter 2022 
Financial Report as presented by 
Financial Review Committee; 
    • Appointed 2022 - 2023 
board committees;
    • Adopted resolution for gen-
eral retirement of capital credits 
for remaining balance of 1996 
and portion of 1997 in an ap-
proximate amount of $745,180;
    • Authorized management to 
proceed with RUS loan applica-
tion;
    • Accepted Minnkota Power 
report as presented;
    • Accepted MREA report as 
presented.

The July meeting of the Board of 
Directors will be held on Tues-
day, July 26, 2022.

AROUND THE CO-OP . . .  by Crystal Askelson

STAFF COMMENTS
Director of Finance

     I had the privilege to at-
tend this year’s power plant 
tour.  Wild Rice Electric hosts 
tours once a year, usually in 
June.  Pictures of our adven-
tures can be seen through-

out this month’s Rural 
DeLight.  The tour was two 
fun-filled days with lots of 
learning and laughs.  It truly 
gives a great perspective of 
how electricity is generated 
all the way from the genera-
tion plant to distribution to 
our members.  I would like 
to thank Bobbi and Laura 
for leading the tour this 
year.  I believe I can speak for 

everyone on the bus when I 
say they did an amazing job! 
I encourage our members 
that have never been on a 
power plant tour to attend.
     Safety is always a main 

focus here at the 
Cooperative.  The 
summer brings 
potential for 
severe weather 
events.  Downed 
power lines 
should always 
be treated as if 
energized lines, 
please stay clear 
from any downed 

lines.  To report 
outages, downed 

power lines or any suspected 
hazard on our system, please 
call our office at 1-800-244-
5709.  Wild Rice Electric 
crews work safely to restore 
power as quickly as they can. 
Thank you for your patience 
during restoration of power.
     Have a wonderful and safe 
summer.
                                 -  Crystal

     Our new statement timeline 
transition is now complete.  A 
big Thank You to our members 
during the last several months 
as Wild Rice made this transition.  
The June statement, which you’ll 
receive the first part of July, will 
be the first statement members 
will see an actual calendar month 
billing from the 1st day of the 
month to the last day.  Please 
note, along with this transition 
the due date has changed to the 
24th of each month with autopay 
withdraw processed on the 22nd.  
Wild Rice Electric is also moving 
forward with outsourcing their 
bill print process.  We’ll move 
from printing in-house to using a 
third party for printing and mail-
ing the monthly statements and 
disconnect orders.  The August 
statement is our target date to 
shift to our new provider, so 
keep your eyes open this fall for a 
new updated look to your billing 
statement.   
     I’m excited to announce Wild 
Rice Electric Trust Board met May 
19, 2022.  During the meeting 
the board awarded six grants 
totaling $18,200 to the following 
organizations: 
• Callaway Police Department: 
   $2,200 - AED devices
• Center of Human Environment: 
   $3,000 - Computers
• Fair Meadow Foundation: 
   $2,500 – Apollo bathtub
• Fertile Fire Department: 
   $7,500 - Fire Truck
• Mahnomen Area Baseball: 
   $500 – Misc. equipment
• Pioneer Memorial Care Center: 
   $2,500 - Painting
     Funding for these grants was 
made possible by the donations 
from our members who partici-
pate in the Operation Round Up 
program along with the 2014 
unclaimed capital credits.

Wild Rice Electric Trust Board (left to right):  David Tangen, Hawley; 
Deb Krogsgaard, Detroit Lakes; Myles Bakken, Erskine; Eloise Kettner, 
Mahnomen; Edna Nelson, Gary; Jim Kaiser-WRECI Board Chair

Wild Rice Electric employees Laura Boreen, 
Bobbi DuChamp and Crystal Askelson.



Wild Rice Electric allocates 
the year end margin to 
members based on their 
patronage.

The board of directors 
approves payout of 
capital credits to 
members as financial 
conditions allow.

Approved capital credits are 
applied to active member 
bills in July.  Inactive members 
receive a check mailed to the 
last mailing address on record.

Capital credits are 
retained for a period 
of time for financing 
of the business opera-
tions.

How do Capital Credits Work?

A total of $745,180 will be applied as credit on July bills for active members.  Members who no longer have an account 
will receive a check in the mail to the last mailing address on record.  If you have a friend, relative or neighbor whom once was a member 

with Wild Rice Electric, please have them contact the cooperative at 1-800-244-5709 so their account information can be updated. 
 A list of uncashed capital credits may be found on our website at www.wildriceelectric.com

$745,180
Cooperative members will share in the retirement of capital credits 

based on patronage from 1996 & 1997

Active Members: Capital credit earning will be applied in July and be 
reflected on your current bill. Notification of allocation for 2021and retire-
ment will be provided at the bottom of your billing statement. 

Inactive Members: Capital credit checks will be 
mailed.  Retirements of $5 and under will be retained 
for operational use.

Update 
Your Account

In an effort to keep our members informed and up-to-date, 
be sure to assist us by keeping your account information 
current.  Visit our website at www.wildriceelectric.com 
and click on the “Update Your Account” icon or call us at 1-800-244-5709.  
Keeping your account information current allows members to be notified 
about events such as planned outages in your area, capital credit payouts, bill-
ing information and much more.  Don’t delay, update your account today!

Wild Rice is active 
on Facebook . . .

We share about 
outages, lineman 
action,  safety events 
and all things 
cooperative.

Follow along: 
Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative.

Wild Rice Electric returns

YEAR END $

to its Members



 

For Sale
2013 Artic Cat 500 ATV.  Has front 
end damage.  Tires & motor good.  
$1000. Can be seen at Tulaby Lake.  
701-238-1175 or 701-238-4087.

2 Handicapped scooters (3-wheeler 
for outside & 4-wheel scooter for 
inside). 48” John Deere riding lawn 
mower, 218-435-2326/ 218-289-
1012.

Over 50 bottles of artist paint for 
wood, metal, glass. Also 50 tubes 
of oil paint. 25 assorted brushes all 
$50.  Misc supplies, books, canvas 
etc. 218-847-8623.

Farm Fresh Eggs. $3. doz.  In Gary or 
Farmer’s Market Mahnomen, 510-
846-3796. 

Self-propelled swather Massey 
Ferguson 655 turbo. In shed last 
25 years- flat tires, $300. 65 Chevy 
pickup trailer poor tires, poor bed – 
pretty orange- $100. 265 fuel barrel 
on legs, $50. 8” Strike Master, ice 
auger, $75, days 218-935-5110.

Fifty-gallon sand blasting pot w/ 
hose, $500, 218-935-0470.

2000 Polaris 325 Magnum 4x4, VERY 
low miles, $2,500, 701-680-9310.

Skid steer attachments, brush 
grapples, pallet & hay forks, stump, 
rock & dirt buckets, 701-261-3574.

1989 16’ Lund Rebel fishing boat w/ 
Yamaha 25 hp 4 stroke motor. Very 
clean w/ trailer & runs great. 3 Ped-
estal seats w/ new battery. $4000, 
218-401-1176.

Registered red angus cow-calf pairs. 
Top quality, younger cows, 6 to go. 
$2200 per pair, 218-841-2688.

1974 Crestliner 14’ deep well fishing 
boat. Johnson 15 OB Motor & trailer, 
$1,800, 701-238-8678.

Schein Airdyne. 2 drawer file cabi-
net. All wood entry storage bench, 
218-938-4480.

16ft fiberglass Baja ski boat, 115 hp 
Johnson w/ shorelander trailer, bo. 4 
Goodyear Wrangler tires LT 285-70-
R17, $50, 218-847-3695.

Portable adjustable basketball stand 
$125.  Grey dock rite canopy cover 
114” x 26’ $250, 701-371-1902.

John Deere 7 cubic ft poly cart for 
lawn tractor. Not assembled, in 
original carton. Lists for $235 selling 
for $175,  612-360-0149.

Siberian Husky pups black & white. 
Male & female available.  Shots up to 
date & vet checks, $500, ksonnen-
berg1957@gmail.com

Campfire wood bundles, $5. 3 mi 
east of Hitterdal on Cty Hwy 14, 386-
457-0747.                                                                                       

Handmade orginal nickle free jew-
elry & unusual sewn items. Beaded 
stich markers, necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings, 218-790-6107.

Maxx Swim Spa 2016 7’x14’ hardly 
used, roll up cover, blue tooth, 
stereo, water falls UV lighting, fitness 
bar, 4 turbo jets, 19 hydrotherapy 
jets, 6 cascade jet. Ford ’02 Thunder-
bird Convertible 75,400 miles. Ford 
Torina 1970 SCJ went through whole 
car, stored in heated garage/ shop. 
Lg triple lighted china hutch. Lg TV 
center/storage make an offer 218-
779-7359/ 218-532-7359 lv message.

2 white pedestal bathroom sinks, 
1- 27”h x 21”w x 18”l & other 27”h 
x 24”w x21”l, both w/ facets, great 
shape $25 ea. 9’x7’ not insulated 
overhead garage door, white in 
color, full hardware package-never 
been used, $375, 701-799-8515

4 push mower lawn mowers fix-up 
or parts, 584-4603.

Polled Hereford yearling bulls, rea-
sonable priced. Saw rig fits Farmall C 
rear mount, 218-850-0586.

8’x6’ flatbed, 4” channel frame, dia-
mond plate bed w/ lights, $300. 8’ 
diameter merry-go-round from old 
school, make offer, 701-429-4991.
8 row 30” corn cultivator John Deere 
Donahue trailer.  1984 Chevy ¾ ton 
w/ 50 ft summers sprayer, 218-261-
0971.

Used leather scabbard, $100 obo.   
Montana Silver 2002 NFR PRCA 
Team Roping belt buckle, $200 obo 
218-850-8696.

5 cats need a good home.  All have 
been neutered or spayed.  Good 
mousers and litter box trained, 218-
841-0383.

Older pontoonw/ 25hp Mercury mo-
tor & trailer, $2,000.  029 Stihl chain 
saw in good shape, $250, 218-567-
8511.

Wanted
12’ Boat Trailer w/ title. Used but not 
abused, 218-849-4065.

Tire changer & windshield for 1995, 
F-150, 584-4603.

Free
Firewood mostly softwood some 
down most standing you cut & haul 
its yours easy to ge, 218-847-6055.

Ad Policy 
l Email ads to . . . 
info@wildriceelectric.com
l Mail ads to . . .
Wild Rice Electric
P.O. Box 438
Mahnomen, MN 56557

Ads

Minnesota State Electrical Inspectors
Any time you or an electrician does wir-
ing or other electrical work at your home 
or farm, Minnesota state law requires 
a state wiring inspector to conduct a 
proper inspection of the work. A rough-
in inspection must be made before any 
wiring is covered. A final inspection is also 
required. For more info., visit dli.mn.gov 
and go to the electrical page.

Norman/ East Clay/ West 
Becker Counties
Jason Ekholm: 218-844-2542

Polk County
George Stage: 218-284-1083

West Clay County
Rod Schaffer: 701-235-2840

Area Representative                     
Lowell Bradbury: 218-342-3345

Clearwater County
Davis Smid: 507-227-2772

East Becker/ East Polk/ Mahn-
omen Counties
Terry Lane: 218-237-8467

Safety

Phone:  800-244-5709

Office Hours:  8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Monday- Friday

Website:  wildriceelectric.com

Pay bill 24 hours/ 7 days a week: 
833-250-4481

Also download the Wild Rice Electric 
app for free at your App Store of 
choice, to monitor usage, pay your bill 
and more.

Directors:
Randy Bjornson, Mark Habedank, 
David Hamre, Jim Kaiser, Greg LaVoy, 
Jeff Nornes, Russ Okeson, Larry Sollie 
and Roger Winter.

Wild Rice Electric 
Co-op, Inc.

This Institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

Please do 
your part 
to keep 
them safe!

reminder
Do travel the 
roads with 
caution and full 
attention when 
“Utility Work 
Ahead” signs 
are posted. Men 
and women on 
these crews are 
at times working 
only a few feet 
from the road 
way putting them 
at risk. 



 

      Carr’s Tree Service has been 
contracted with Wild Rice 
Electric to help clear trees in 
our Right-of-Way. This year 
they are clearing in the areas 
fed by Oakand, White Earth 
and Erie substatons.  Right-
of-Way clearing is a necessary 
component to ensuring safe 
and reliable power.  Wild Rice 
Electric appreciates your coop-
eration in maintaining a safe 
environment for its members 
and crews.  
     Right-of-way clearance for 
an electric line is a strip of land 

that an electric utility uses to 
construct, maintain, repair 
or replace an overhead or 
underground power line.  The 
clearance allows the utility to 
work safely around trees, build-
ings and other structures that 
could interfere with the line 
installation, maintenance and 
operation.  Wild Rice Electric 
Cooperative requires a 20 foot 
clearance on each side of the 
poles for single phase lines 
and a total of 14 feet of cleared 
right of way for underground 
line.  

Right-of-way clearance

     Homeowners need to 
remember that every digging 
job first requires a call to 811  
at least two business days be-
fore digging to get utility lines 
marked - even small projects 
like planting trees and shrubs.

Don’t forget
     After calling 811, wait 48 
hours (excluding  weekends 
and holidays) before you begin 
your excavation. 
     Underground power lines 
from the main meter inward, 
also known as secondary wires, 
however, are the responsibility 
of the member.  You will need 
to contact their electrician for 
locating.

     Once the utilities have been locat-
ed, you’ll see a variety of paint mark-
ings or flags on the ground. Never 
use mechanized digging tools when 
you are digging within 24 inches of 
the markings.

Respect the marks 

Electric
Gas, Oil, Propane
Phone, Cable
Water
Sewer

?Did you

Know 

NOT everything gets marked when you call

20’ minimum

No tree zone
Do not plant in center 
portion of right-of-way. 
Equipment and personnel 
need access during line 
repair operations.

Source: call811.com 

NOTIFY: Call 811 
or make a 
request on-line 
two to three days 
before you start. 

CONFIRM: That all a�ected 
utilities have responded.

RESPECT The markers 
provided by the a�ected 
utilities. They are your 
guide for the 
duration of your 
project.

DIG CAREFULLY: If you 
can’t avoid digging near 
the markers (within 
18-24 inches on all sides, 
depending on state       
           laws), consider 
              moving your 
                     project.
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Minnesota utilities subject to potential 
controlled power outages this summer

     Minnkota Power, Wild Rice Electric’s 
wholesale power provider, has more than 
adequate generation capacity available 
to deliver efficient, reliable power to its 
entire membership.  However, with the 
intense summer heat, the larger grid may 
rely on upper Midwest utilities to work 
together to disperse resources due to 
anticipated energy capacity shortfalls.  
     Utilities, such as Minnkota, across the 
Upper Midwest are connected through 
Midcontinent Independent System Oper-
ator (MISO). MISO is an independent, not-
for-profit, member-based organization 
responsible for operating the power grid 
across 15 U.S. states and the Canadian 
province of Manitoba serving 42 million 
people.  Emergency events experienced 
in other parts of the MISO region can and 
do have impacts back to the Minnkota 
system which Wild Rice Electric is a part 
of. 
     The connected power grid offers 
benefits to the participating utilities such 
as Minnkota.  In events when generation 
assets are down due to maintenance or 

unplanned outages, that energy loss is 
able to be replaced from other participat-
ing interconnected utility providers.  In 
more urgent scenarios, grid emergencies 
in other parts of the Upper Midwest can 
and do impact service to the Minnkota 
members.  In emergency events, MISO 
has the ability to take control of all utility 
systems, including Minnkota’s, and make 
decisions which potentially could include 
controlled power interruptions.
     MISO’s peak demand for electricity 
typically occurs in the summer months 
during the hottest days of the year. The 
organization is conducting training 
and exercises to prepare for worst-case 
scenarios and is also implementing les-
sons learned and best practices. Likewise, 
Minnkota’s energy purchasing team is 
working to ensure it’s ready to respond to 
volatile market and reliability conditions.
     The North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC) – the federal regula-
tory entity responsible for the reliabil-
ity of the nation’s electric grid – is also 
expressing concerns heading into the 

summer season. According to 
NERC, MISO is in the “high risk” 
category, and has the potential 
of “facing capacity shortfalls in 
its north and central areas during 
both normal and extreme condi-
tions due to [energy] generator retire-
ments and increased demand.”
     While there are challenges, Minnkota 
supports efforts to reimagine how elec-
tricity can be produced, delivered and 
consumed. But the implementation of 
these ideas must be met with caution.  Af-
ter all, there is a lot on the line. A resilient 
and reliable electric grid that affordably 
keeps the lights on is the cornerstone of 
the American economy and our national 
security. 
     Minnkota and Wild Rice Electric 
continue to take the steps on their part 
to protect their members from power reli-
ability challenges through training and 
education, maintaining a diverse energy 
mix, upgrading power delivery systems, 
continuous cybersecurity evolution and 
strategically utilizing demand response.  


