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D A I R Y  M O N T H

Wild Rice Electric would like to THANK our area  dairy farmers.  

What better way to celebrate Dairy Month than Breakfast On The Farm(s)!

Where: Steinmetz Farm
2326 170th St
Mahnomen, MN
When: Saturday, June 18
Time: 8 a.m. - 11a.m

Where: RDO Equipment
110 Michael St S  
Hawley, MN
When: Saturday, June 4
Time: 7 a.m. - Noon

     Designating June as Dairy 
Month started out as a way to 
distribute extra milk during the 
warm months of summer. This 
commemoration was established 
in 1937 by grocer organizations 
sponsoring “National Milk Month.” 
By 1939, June became the official 
“dairy month” and is still 
celebrated today.
     Whether it’s in coffee, cereal, or 
smoothies, adding one more serv-
ing of milk to your family’s day 
can help ensure they get the nu-
trients they need to build strong 
bones and teeth. Trusted for 
decades, dairy farm families 
pride themselves on producing 
wholesome dairy foods that 
help their families grow up 
strong and healthy.

America’s favorite 
ice cream flavor 
is vanilla; 

chocolate is second.

The scientific term 
for “brain freeze” 
is sphenopalatine 

ganglioneuralgia. But you 
can keep calling it brain 
freeze (or frozen headache) 
when you eat ice cream.

Farmers measure 
milk in pounds, 
not gallons - 

8.6 pounds per gallon is the 
standard.

Source: www.fb.org
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 Kris Dolan

MESSAGE       
FROM THE CEO

 

Highlights 
from the Board Room:
Wild Rice Electric’s Board of Directors 
held its monthly meeting on March 
29, 2022, at the Wild Rice Electric 
headquarters.   During the meeting, 
the following items were discussed: 
Cooperative updates including ware-
house facility, G&T power supplier 
report, review of the 2022 WRECI 
Annual Meeting and review of the 
NRECA and MREA annual meetings.

A quorum of directors was pres-
ent, and the following actions were 
taken: 
   • Accepted Consent Agenda Re-
ports – Financial Reports as present-
ed by Director of Finance; Operations 
Reports as presented by Director 
of Operations; Member Services 
Reports as presented by Member 
Services Director; Director Compen-
sation Report & CEO Expense Report 
as presented by board treasurer;
   • Adopted resolution assigning 
2021 G&T capital credits;      
   • Adopted resolution allocating 
2021 WREC margins to the members;
   • Adopted resolution adjusting 
annual factor percentage for estate 
retirements;
   • Approved 2023 Annual Meeting 
of the Membership to be scheduled 
for March 23, 2023;
     • Accepted the 2022 CoGenera-
tion and Small Power Production 
grid access policy as submitted by 
Star Energy;     
   • Authorized Board Chair to sign 
the RUS Certificate of Authority;
   • Accepted Minnkota Power Board 
Report as presented;
   • Accepted MREA Board Report as 
presented.

The June meeting of the Board of 
Directors will be held on Tuesday, 
June 28, 2022.

     

A Safety Ask
     Safety is a conversation we have every day 
at Wild Rice.  It is a natural way of life for us, 
and it is more than a habit.  We act with inten-
tion in our routine and are deliberate to avoid 
a sense of complacency when it comes to 
safety.  This is not only true of Wild Rice, but 
for all electric utilities across our state and 
nation.  I can’t help but think of how many 
accidents, injuries or worse that have been 
prevented because of conversation, planning 
and communication prioritizing safety.
     Unfortunately, accidents still happen and 
injuries or worse are sustained.  It is always a 
heavy heart for any of us when we hear of an 
event in our industry or in our community.  
Our thoughts remain with those who have 
experienced events that have altered lives.
     In April Wild Rice held training for our area 
first responders to help manage scenes that 
may involve electrical lines and equipment.  
Awareness of and respect for electricity is 
something we can never impress enough 
importance and education on.  It is natural 
for us to want to react and help when we see 
someone in need.  It is important to pause 
and take in the surroundings, allowing the 
opportunity to prevent further injury.  Please 
see the pictures and article covering this 
training event inside this newsletter.
     We have a request of our community, 
you, to assist in helping to prevent electri-
cal accidents and injuries.  Please take a 
moment to view the video at (https://youtu.
be/ZB4bmeFtm_s) or use the QR code in the 
next column and share with your family and 
friends.  The Dad featured in the video did 
everything right for the safety of his daugh-
ter.  We want to get this important message 
out and share with everyone in the public.  
Getting this knowledge into the hands of all 
contributes to positive outcomes for many. 
     We ask to partner together with our com-
munity on a goal of zero public accidents.  
Awareness is key, take time to look around 
and up before starting a home project, farm 
or business activity.  Be aware of the sur-
roundings and avoid the electrical infrastruc-
ture you identify in your work areas.  

Capital Credits
     Capital credits provides the ability to serve 
our members at cost.  At the end of each cal-
endar year, we subtract operating expenses 
from the amount billed; the balance left over 
being margin.  This annual margin is then 
allocated to each member based on the 
amount each member paid (patronage) for 
electricity.  When financial conditions allow, 
the margin or capital credits are returned to 
members.
     In March, the board authorized the al-
location of WRE’s 2021 margins totaling 
$1,179,487 to each active member in 2021.  
This amount is allocated based on the 
members’ patronage in that year.  Members 
will see their assigned amount on their July 
statement.
     At the April board meeting, your Board 
of Directors authorized the distribution of 
$745,180 in capital credits.  Active (current) 
members will receive a credit on their July 
statement for their capital credits from 1996 
and a portion of 1997.  Checks will be mailed 
to inactive (former) members.

Summer wishes
     We wish all of our Mom’s and Dad’s a 
Happy Mother’s Day and upcoming Happy 
Father’s Day.  Enjoy making many wonderful 
memories with your loved ones.  We at Wild 
Rice wish all of you a fun and safe summer!

How to view a QR Code:
Open the Camera app from the Home Screen, 
Control Center, or Lock Screen. Select the rear 
facing camera. Hold your device so that the 
QR code appears in the viewfinder in the Cam-
era app. Your device recognizes the QR code 
and shows a notification for you to select.



Navigating 
electricity 
traffic jams 
    
     Just as a big city has traffic jams, 
the electric grid of Wild Rice Electric 
runs into its own energy rush hours. 
This happens when people across 
the region are using a lot of electric-
ity at the same time. Early-morning 
and evening hours are common 
times for these high energy demand 
periods, when people are active at 
home. Extreme weather events that 
require heating and cooling systems 
to run nonstop can drive demand for 
electricity even higher – above the 
available supply.
     Cities don’t build new highway 
systems to accommodate a few 
hours of traffic – and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (our wholesale electric-
ity provider) doesn’t build additional 
power plants for the times each year 
when electricity demand reaches its 
peak.
There’s a better way.
     If Minnkota isn’t able to economi-
cally purchase the additional energy 
it needs from the regional market or 
another utility, the off-peak program 
launches into action. This program 
can remove one-third of the electri-
cal demand from the system during 
the highest peak periods. Over the 
last four decades, the program has 
helped strengthen the reliability of 
the grid, while saving member-con-
sumers millions of dollars.

    Electricity consum-
ers in our region 
voluntarily sign up for 
the program, which 
allows Minnkota to 
temporarily turn off electric heating, 
water heating, vehicle chargers and 
commercial account service. 
     During these “control periods,” 
most consumers are automatically 
switched to a backup heating system 
or generator. 

     As more intermittent resources 
like wind and solar are added to 
our grid, maintaining reliable and 
resilient electricity is becoming more 
complex. The off-peak program is 
a perfect tool to help manage the 
fluctuations of these resources. 

     When Minnkota avoids purchas-
ing additional power and navigates 
energy rush hours, the savings are 
passed on to consumers through a 
lower electric rate. It’s a true win-win-
win for the grid, the cooperative and 
you, the member. 

     If you are interested in learning 
more about how you can take ad-
vantage using the off-peak program, 
contact Wild Rice Electric at 1-800-
244-5709.

Your Off-Peak Program
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Just a reminder 

$

Automatic payments 
will be taken 
on 22nd

vs 18th 
to 18th 
of the 
month

vs the last 
working day  
of each month

. . . now  mailed out 
on the 10th

of  the month 

. . . and due date 
will be 24th

 vs the 
10th of month

 vs the 
12th 
of month24

At glance
Statements will be 
sent out for 
calendar month

Your Wild Rice Electric’s billing 
statement will now be  mailed about 
the 10th of each month, with a due 
date of the 24th.

Mark Habedank (above right)  Wild Rice 
Electric board secretary, received the 
Electric Hammer Award on April 1st by 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, recognizing 
him for his 25 years of service to Wild Rice 
Electric.  Award was given in appreciation 
for his constructive and effective contribu-
tions in building a better cooperative and a 
better community.



Ads
For Sale
Aluminum shore master boat lift, 
good blue cover & electric assist. 94 
Forester 18 ft Runabout boat w/ a 
5.0 liter 1/O. Very good ski boat, 218-
574-2615 lv message.

Snow thrower, lg grill, lots of lawn 
furniture, base CB lg antenna, 
exercise bike, lg lighted deer, swings, 
218-494-3462.

1971 6HP Johnson boat motor, short 
staff needs repair, $100. Utility/
snowmobile trailer 7x9 tilt bed, $425, 
701-412-5176, call or text.

Fish/Ski boat, motor, & trailer. Alum 
craft 18ft. Trophy, Yamaha V-Max 
150hp, Minnkota bow mount troll-
ing motor, fish finder, 4 pedestal 
seats, live well, bait well, rod storage. 
$24,995. Email: nelsons@arvig.net. 
218-584-8160.

50 round bales from 2021 CRP hay, 
$25 per bale, 218-681-5049.

Bike rack, $90, 218-236-1280.   

Brush grapples, pallet forks, hay 
forks, stump buckets, tree pullers, 
receiver plates, 701-261-3574.

2007 Lexus 350RX car new tires 
& struts; 287,000 mi, clean & runs 
good.  $7,000. 1985 P30 Allegro Mo-
tor Home redone inside – new fridge 
53,270 miles $9,000, 218-850-2979.

Push lawn mowers, fix-up/for parts. 
Circle saw arbor & belt, 584-4603.

Fencing for trees, animals, etc. 95 
rolls. 4 to 5 ft high & 8 to 12 feet 
length. Offer. 612-816-6926

Gm postreaction rear end 63.5” hub 
to outside. 3.42 gears. New seals & 
bearings. $700. Cash. 218-329-3158.

12’ Boat Trailer w/ title. Used but not 
abused. 218-849-4065.

International 1066 w/ cab, no air, 
1975 model w/ just over 7,000 hrs. 
w/ duals, 218-938-4318.

Class 5 gravel, 16.50 per yard, rocks 
for rip-rap or landscaping, 55 per 
yard.  Rich garden soil 25 per yard.  
Delivered in Detroit Lakes, Callaway, 
Frazee area. 218-841-2688

Nissan Titan LE, 2006, 5.6 literally 
V8. FULLY LOADED, 202,800 miles 
(highway).  Four door, heated leather 
seats, 4 WD. Fully maintained.  Oil/
transmission fluids recently changed.  
Tires rotated/balanced.  1/2 tread left 
on Tires.  Artic Start remote. Clean 
title.  $9,950.  No trades. 701-213-
0777.  Can send pictures.  

International 1066 w/ cab, no air, 
1975 model w/ just over 7,000 hrs. 
w/ duals, 218-938-4318.

2-16’ hay wagons w/ new treated 
beds on factory running gear. $1,100 
ea, 218-847-7085.

Farm fresh beef, whole, half quarter, 
$2.50 lb hanging weight also ham-
burger, 218-849-5901.

Tractor tire’s 18.4x28 on Allis slide 
rim, 16.9x28 on Allis slide rim also 
D-17 Allis parts, 218-766-5702.

Used set of 2 Titan 12-16.5 NHS 8ply 
skid steer tires. $150 set. New Lund 
hood deflector shield to fit 2001-’ 06 
Sierra or  Yukon, 2007 Yukon Denali. 
$60,  218-849-8047.

Leather Chaps for riding.  ladies size 
small.  Milwaukee Brand Leather 
jacket for riding  Old Navy Brand, 
ladies size small. $50 for both, text 
701-238-7006.

900-20 grip tire load range E like 
new. 11-R -245 semi 14 ply tire w/ 
REM 10 hole wheel radial. 32” Larson 
storm door. (cell) 218-227-9034/ 218-
596-8383.

3 pc luggage set, best offer, 218-935-
1044.

2 Donahue trailer. John Deere 6 row 
30 “ all crop head. MF #36 swather 
w/ like new canvass. Sieve  for Oliver 
combine, 218-261-0971.

Craftsman 21hr, $200. Cub cadet 
1050 50 “ 24 hrs, $800. Toro  23 hrs, 
$500. 218-935-5576/ 218-261-0749 
lv message.

4 bottom & bottom  14” Internation-
al  plows, 20 ft JD discs, round bale 
wagon & older Hesston round baler, 
218-945-6621.

1981 Honda CX500 needs work. 510 
JD round baler. 1456 INT w/ cab. 
Diamond plate tool box for Ranger. 2 
pr International real wheel weights. 
1 set JD wheel weights, 218-847-
4017 lv mess.

2007 Premier Sunsation 180 pon-
toon excellent condition, $12,500 or 
$15,500 w/  new bunk trailer. Alumi-
num lift available, 218-791-5821 or 
218-779-7661.

2 bike Thule bike rack. Like new 
$250, 701-371-6925

Wanted
Wind shield for ‘95 Ford 150 tire 
changer, 584-4603.

Polaris 500 sportsman ATV 4x4 for 
parts 2000 to 2006, 218-847-6055.

To the party that responded to my 
WANTED ad for older 1947 - 56 Buick 
car or parts - please call back and 
leave your number - no caller ID - 
thanks.  218-356-8626.

Grain truck from the 1940s-50s or 
pick up from 1940s-70s. Doesn’t 
have to run w/ or w/out title, 218-
280-9973.

Gently used sewing machine cabinet 
for an OPEN arm Necchi sewing 
machine. Has to be ONLY for an 
open arm style machine. Call or text, 
218-478-4185

Free
2 orange & white kittens (males), 
218-935-5576/ 218-261-0749 lv 
message.

Kittens! 2 months old and Cute!! Text 
or call 218-841-1267.

     Last year Wild Rice responded to 
potential supply chain constraints for 
the 2022 and 2023 construction season.  
The Board of Directors approved the 
purchase of our 2022 equipment needs 
early last fall to receive our materials 
in the time needed.  Unfortunately, 
recovery from the pandemic has and 
continues to cause delays in many 
industries, including ours.  Recent 

storms also contribute further to supply 
chain shortages.  This may impact new 
service requests as a delay in receiving 
the shipment of necessary transformers 
may cause disruption to construction 
builds.  We wanted to communicate 
this to our members in advance to help 
you with your planning.  If you have any 
questions, please contact our opera-
tions department at 1-800-244-5709.

Supply chain update

Our Ad Policy
Ads will be 
abbreviated at the 
coop’s discretion.

No real estate or 
commercial ads 
will be accepted.

Ads are published 
for members at no 
charge as space per-
mits on a first-come, 
first served basis. 
Unpublished ads will 
not be carried over.

Ads must be 
resubmitted to run 
an additional month.

Ads must be typed or 
in clear readable print. 
Editor reserves the 
right to edit or reject 
any ad.

You can submit your 
ad by mail, email  or 
drop off in office. 
Phone ads will not be 
accepted.

Email ads to . . . 
info@wildriceelectric.
com

Mail ads to . . .
Wild Rice Electric
P.O. Box 438
Mahnomen, MN 56557
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PLEASE MOVE
OVER FOR 
EMERGENCY
AND UTILITY
CREWS
   If you see police, 
firefighters, utilty crews 
or other  emergency 
personnel on the side of 
the road, slow down and 
move over when possible. 
It’s the Law.
   Together, we can keep 
our crews safe.

CALL

BEFORE 
YOU

One FREE easy call gets 
your utility lines marked 

AND helps protect you from 
injury and expense.

DIG.

KNOW WHAT’S BELOW

   On Thursday, April 21st, rep-
resentatives from local fire and 
sheriff departments located in 
the cooperative’s service terri-
tory were invited to take part 
in a special First Responder’s 
Electrical Safety Training put 
on by Wild Rice Electric held at 
the Cooperative.  The training 
was led by special guest Carl 
Henning from STAR Energy 
Services located in Alexan-
dria, MN.  Henning, a Safety 
Coordinator for STAR, demon-
strated the potential dangers 
surrounding emergency 
situations involving electric-
ity.  Henning emphasized that 
electricity demands respect, 
and that by first assessing the 
situation, first responders can 
avoid becoming a victim in 
emergency situations.  Wild 
Rice Electric Cooperative 
promotes and practices a 
culture rich in safety.  Wild Rice 
Electric urges everyone to be 
aware of your surroundings 
when working with electricity 
and to think before you act.  
Stay Safe & Stay Alive!  To learn 
more about electrical safety, 
visit our website at www.
wildriceelectric.com and click 
on the Safety Info icon.        

SAFETY. . .
Pass 
it on
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Wild Rice Electric 
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Wild Rice Electric Cooperative would like to introduce a new member to its Wild Rice team.  Lance 
Henrickson was hired as the Information Systems Coordinator to assist in technological solutions and 
advancements for the Cooperative.  Congratulations Lance and welcome to the Cooperative team!   


