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Annual Meeting of the Membership  
March 18, 2021 
 ___________________________________  
 
 The 81st Annual Meeting of the Membership of Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc. was held at the Wild Rice 
Electric headquarters in Mahnomen, Minnesota, on Thursday, March 18, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. 

 Jeff Nornes, Chair, called the meeting to order and noted that the active business portion of the meeting could 
proceed based on the number of absentee ballots received by the deadline as established in the Cooperative’s Bylaws 
and asked the membership to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Chair Nornes called on Mark Habedank to give the Invocation. 
 

Minutes of 2020 Annual Meeting; Proof of Mailing; Notice of Annual Meeting 

 Chair Nornes stated to the membership that the Notice of the Annual Meeting and the Proof of Mailing were 
published in the February issue of the Rural DeLight in accordance with the Cooperative’s Bylaws.   

 Chair Nornes asked the membership to review the 2020 annual meeting minutes as provided and called for any 
additions or corrections to the minutes.   
 
Election of Directors 

 Chair Nornes called on Richard Zurn, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to present the Nominating Committee 
Report, reporting the following nominations by the Committee to succeed the director positions of Larry Sollie in District 1 (3-
year); Mark Habedank in District 2, and Russell Okeson in District 3. The membership received the following report: 
 Nominations: District 1 - Larry Sollie, Lengby MN  
  District 2 - Mark Habedank, Naytahwaush MN 
  District 3 - Harold (Joe) Herbst, Detroit Lakes MN  
   Russell Okeson, Detroit Lakes MN     

 Chair Nornes called on the Secretary, Mark Habedank, for any petitions received. Mr. Habedank reported one 
petition was received with the required number of signatures verified, placing Michael J. Guetter, Detroit Lakes, MN, on 
the director ballot in District 3.   

 Chair Nornes then turned the meeting over to Samuel Schmitz, Cooperative Attorney, to review the voting 
process. Mr. Schmitz introduced the candidates and asked if anyone would like to speak on behalf of the candidates and 
requested that each speak no longer than five minutes.  Mr. Sollie, Mr. Habedank and Mr. Herbst declined the offer to 
speak on their behalf. Mr. Schmitz then read a letter as provided by Michael Guetter on his behalf due to his absence 
from the meeting. Director candidate Russell Okeson spoke on his own behalf. 

Mr. Schmitz explained the balloting for director elections and gave instructions to the membership on voting for 
the directors in each district and reviewed the Cooperative’s Bylaws in regards to proper voting procedures.  He then 
proceeded to ask the membership in attendance to cast their vote. He introduced the following Tellers as appointed by 
the board, then requested they collect the ballots and tally the same. 

Tellers: 
Myles Bakken, Erskine MN  Charles Strom, Audubon, MN  
Steve Spaeth, Naytahwaush, MN Colleen Weigel, Callaway, MN   

Mr. Schmitz turned the meeting over to Chair Nornes. 

Financial Report 

 Duane Gunderson, Director of Finance & Administration, presented the 2020 Financial Reports including review 
of the Balance Sheet and Statement of Operations.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Larry Sollie, Treasurer, read the report of the Statement of Patronage Capital and stated that the financial 
statements for Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc. are audited by an independent certified public accounting firm and 
reports are available for review at the office.   



 
CEO Report 

 CEO Kristin Dolan gave a report to the membership beginning with a review of the cold weather event of 
February 2021, she outlined 2021 initiatives including the upcoming strategic planning session to establish future goals, 
the grid access charge enacted effective March 1, 2021 for new co-generation systems coming onto our service, and a 
review of new technology advances at the Cooperative including installation of an EV charging station, system mapping 
program and outage management system. CEO Dolan also reviewed member programs such as energy management 
programs and rebates.  
 A question and answer period followed with additional explanation on the cold weather event and the role 
Independent System Operators have during heightened energy demand situations, further discussion was held on 
renewable energy, and Member Services Director Tommy Houdek gave an overview of the different rebates offered.
  

 
Teller’s Report 

 Chair Nornes called on Samuel Schmitz to present the Teller’s Report.  Mr. Schmitz declared a quorum for 
purposes of electing directors and voting on the approval of the 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes and stated the tabulation 
of votes received and reported the following election results: 

 Director Election   
 District #1 # of Votes  
 Larry Sollie  199 
 District #2 # of Votes 
 Mark Habedank  199 
 District #3 # of Votes 
 Michael J Guetter 8 
 Harold (Joe) Herbst 23 
 Russell Okeson (Incumbent) 185 

 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes-Approval of:            YES:  205           

 Ballot Count 
 Total Mailing Envelopes Received 185 
 Less Disqualified Ballot   2      

 Total Members voting in Person 36 
 Less Disqualified Ballots     2 

 Total Votes Counted: 217 
 
  Mr. Schmitz turned the meeting over to Chair Nornes. 
 
Unfinished Business and New Business 
 
 Chair Nornes asked if there was any unfinished business or new business to be brought before the meeting.  
There was none.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 10:13 a.m. 
 
 
     Mark Habedank, Secretary 
 
    Jolene Brevik, Recording Secretary 
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