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After 47 years 
at Wild Rice Electric, 
CEO, Steve Haaven, 

is set to retire

     Growing up in McIntosh, MN, Steve 

Haaven was more than delighted when Wild 

Rice Electric Cooperative offered him a job 

as an Engineering Aide in October of 1973 

because he knew the opportunity meant he 

and his wife would be able to live close to 

the communities in which they called home. 

Continued inside

Haaven hangs it up



       Steve, the oldest of 3 boys in his family, 
lived in the city of McIntosh, but enjoyed 
working with his grandfather on his rural 
farm, building a strong work ethic and 
creating great memories.  Following high 
school graduation, Haaven pursued a busi-
ness degree at Moorhead State University 
in Moorhead, MN.  Steve also gained experi-
ence working summers on the line crew at 
Garden Valley Telephone while home from 
college.  
     After his start at Wild Rice Electric, it 
didn’t take long for Steve to be promoted as 
he was offered the Office Manager position 

in 1975.  Steve and his wife Candace moved 
to Mahnomen as she was offered a music 
teaching position in Waubun, MN.  She 
later accepted a position at the Win-E-Mac 
school and the Haaven’s made their home 
in the communities in which they grew up.  
     In 1987 Haaven was named CEO of Wild 
Rice Electric positioning him as the 5th 
Manager in the Coop’s history which started 
in October of 1939.  “Things sure have 
evolved over the years.  I can remember the 
coop purchasing its first office calculator 
with a price that seemed astronomical at 
the time.  I remember times the tape on the 
calculator could stretch across the room.  

Now, it seems that way more can be accom-
plished on your smart phone.”  
   In Haaven’s 47 years at the cooperative, 
there have been 30 different directors 
to serve on the board, 24 of which while 
Haaven was CEO.  “The board has been very 
supportive of the cooperative and decisions 
are made with the best interest of the mem-
bership.  I feel blessed to have worked for a 
company that is member-owned, member-
focused and member-driven.”   
     Haaven stated that over his time at Wild 
Rice Electric, he is most proud of the service 
that has been provided to our members 
and the excellent work and response to the 
members the Coop’s employees have dem-
onstrated.  Haaven went on to say that he 
has been involved with the hiring process 
of every current employee with the coop-
erative as well as many that have already re-
tired.  “All have become like family.  A com-
radery has been developed amongst them 
and it’s simply been a great team effort by 
everyone.”  Haaven added that “there are 
advantages in our new employees coming 
into our industry as their ideas paired with 
technology are able to help enhance what 
has been accomplished over the years.”
     Haaven is no stranger to being involved.  
Current director Russ Okeson whom has 
served on the board of directors at Wild 
Rice Electric for over 40 years says “Haaven 
is greatly respected by his peers in our in-
dustry, not only on a local level, but a state 
and national level as well as Haaven has 
served on a magnitude of community 
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1973 Haaven was hired as an Engineering Aide.

Steve Haaven (middle) and former board chairman Don Landsverk (right) visit with a member



Yard Light 
Agreement 

Form
With daylight savings 
time causing for an 
earlier sunset, Wild 
Rice Electric reminds 
consumers that we can 
help shed some light.  

For only $8.75/month, 
Wild Rice Electric can 
mount a yard light on 
our existing poles for 
you.  If interested, visit 
our website at 
wildriceelectric.com 
and click on the Yard 
Light Agreement Form 
link on the home page 
or call our office 
at 218-935-2517.  

(Above) Gerad 
Paul, Minnkota 
Attorney, visits 
with Haaven prior 
to the Coopera-
tive’s 80th Annual 
Meeting of the 
Members

(Left) Steve 
Haaven visits 
with long time 
board member 
Russ Okeson. 

and cooperative boards, many of which 
he was the chairman.”  Some of Haaven’s 
committee and board involvement 
includes representing our region on 
the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC) as well as 
23 years as the chairman of Carr’s Tree 
Service, a company owned by a num-
ber of electrical cooperatives including 
Wild Rice Electric.  Okeson added “Steve 
has guided Wild Rice Electric through 
a number of challenges over the years 
and he should be very proud of the 
leadership he has displayed for the 
members of the cooperative.”  
     Board Chairman Jeff Nornes stated 
that he has “never met someone whom 
walks and talks Wild Rice Electric as 
much as Steve.  He fits this job, knows 
his job in and out and the best interests 
of the cooperative members are on 
his mind all the time, he will truly be 
missed.”  

     Steve and His wife Candace enjoy traveling, 
spending time with family and friends and 
attending sporting events.  Steve commented 
that his wife Candace has been extremely 
supportive of his career and willing to accom-
modate schedules and plans, even those that 
would change at the last minute. The Haaven’s 
have 2 children; Jeff (Heidi) Haaven and Tif-
fany (Chris) Wirth as well as 5 grandchildren 
whom live in the area and hope to spend more 
time with them during retirement.  Haaven’s 
final day in the office will be October 30th.  We 
wish Steve and his wife Candace many happy, 
healthy years of enjoyable retirement and thank 
him for the decades of faithful service to the 
members of Wild Rice Electric Cooperative.  
Congratulations Steve, we wish you the very 
best!    1987, Haaven is named the 5th 

manager in Wild Rice Electric’s history



For Sale
Crock pot- slow cooker, blender, 
circle saw arbor snow blower walk 
behind (as is new tires), chain saw- 
jonsered CS22385, 584-4603.

2 duck boats on trailer w/ 4 oars; 
66 floater duck decoys; 9 floater 
goose decoys; 2 duck bill push 
poles; camo netting & hold poles; 
misc decoy string & weights, $500. 
Sun Dolfin paddle boat w/ canopy 
seats 4, $150. 1976 40 HP outboard 
Evinrude boat motor w/ counsel 
& throttle controls, $200. Electric 
snowblower 16” wide, $75, 218-945-
3275.

Small square straw bales, $2.25 per 
bale, Erskine Area, 218-280-0732.

Goodman in wall Air Conditioner 
220 volt working condition $100.  
Nice ½ inch x 36 inch Birch Dowels 
75 cents each. 218-238-5882.

Ariens 932 Series Sno-Thro. Model 
series ST524. Needs a little work. 
Owner’s manual included. As-Is $65 
obo, 218-368-0563. 

15 ft Alumi Craft fishing boat w/ 
trailer; Evinrude 15 hp motor: 
$1,650. John Deer Riding Lawn 
Mower w/ leaf attachment: $750, 
218-668-2148.

68 Camaro restoration body parts. 1 
passenger side fender, front header 
panel, 2 rear taillight bezels, left and 
right front fender extensions, rear 
deck filler panel, couple misc. items. 
$300 or best offer. 17ft aluminum 
canoe, $150. Cash only. Pick up 
only. 218-329-3158.

5x5 Round Straw bales.  $25.00 per 
bale, 218-473-2219,  Waubun.

1954 IHC R 110 2-wheel drive 
pickup, 6 cyl. 4 speed, runs/ drives 
clean Mn. title $4,500. 1952 Allis-
Chalmers CA, NF w/ #8 Allis-Chalm-
ers loader, trip manure bucket 
$2,200. 1965 Cushman Lobster, rare, 
runs/ drives $3,500. 2002 Indian 
Chief Roadmaster, 5,200 miles Blue/
Silver color very nice.  $10,000, 218-
280-8862.

Cook master electric smoker, brand 
new, never used, regular price $179 
will take $100, 701-799-8515.

1993 Dodge ¾ ton 4x4 manual, 
360 motor runs good. 11.2 x 24 
tractor tire. 12.4x24 tractor tires. 
Small square straw bales. Electric 
wire welder. Canvas for #36 Massey 
swather, 218-261-0971 or 701-866-
0093.

Old steamer/wardrobe trunk $65. 
Keller 10ft stepladder $55. Werner 
10f t ext ladder $50, new garage 
door opener $50, 218-983-3916.

2 person Frabill collapsible fishing 
shelter, $75. Strike master 2.0 HP ice 
auger, $50. Paulin sunflower heater, 
$15. Handi heater propane fish 
house stove, $25. 10” Makita miter 
saw, $25. 218-847-3198 (h) 218-234-
3139 (c).

Jenkins skid steer attachments, 
snow & dirt buckets, pallet forks, 
grapples, tree pullers, stump buck-
ets, 701-261-3574.

Whirlpool refrigerator/freezer, 
17.5 cu. ft., $500; Black saddle, 16 
in. seat, bridle and breast strap to 
match with 2 blankets/pads, $750 
OBO.  218-937-5295. 

2007 Nissan Murano with 117,500 
miles on it.  Front wheel drive, 
new Brakes and very low miles on 
tires.  Very good condition.   Ask-
ing $4,500. (Blue Book values it at 
$4967)   Phone 218-483-4610 for 
pics if interested.

Butcher hogs $150 for whole $75 
for half. You pay processing. Going 
into Ulen Locker November 20th, 
701-388-2747.

3-walk behind snow blowers. 
Glencoe 35’ field cult. w/ anhyd.  
20’ weed wiper. Poly spray tank w/ 
front mount for tractor/ 2- 12v drill 
fills, call evenings 218-687-5115.

Snowplow for JD riding mower, 
$200 (hydraulics). Britax car seat, 
convertible, good, no accidents go 
til 2026, $150, text 849-5732.

Riding lawnmower-Ranch King Pro. 
17.5 HP, 42”Blades, Hydrostatic and 
Double bagging system. Motor, 
chassis, deck and bagging system 
in excellent condition. New battery 
and blades. Completely serviced 
and ready to go. 218 847-2877

2004 Jeep Grand Cherekee 180,000 
mi, $2,500. 2008 Jeep Camander, 
181,000 mi, $2,700. 2006 Jeep Lib-
erty, 131,000 mi, $3,300. 1999 Chev 
pickup, 200,000 mi, $2,000. 2007 
Kia 2 wheel dr, 180,000 mi, $2,900. 
Allis Chalmer WD 4S w/ loader & 
blade needs tune-up, $2,000. I-H 
Farmal narrow fron w/ loader & 
blade, $1,800. I-H Farmal wide front, 
$2,400. All units OBO, 218-935-5576 
or 218-261-2749 lv message.

Wanted
A good used tiller & tire changer, 
584-4603.

John Deere 335 baler for parts, 218-
935-2527 or 218-261-1049.

Apple cider press and crusher, 701-
552-1802.

Smaller wood burning cook stove 
w/ good grates &  good baking 
oven, 218-841-2664.

used 20 Ga. pump shotgun. Prefer 
Remington Wingmaster, Ithaca 
Model 37 or Winchester. 701-361-
8448 Leave message.

Pickup or grain truck from 1940’s or 
1950’s w/ or w/out title, 218-280-
9973.

Free
Kitten approx 12 wks mother is a 
good mouser, kitten playful & tame, 
218-841-7226.

Ads Our Ad Policy
All ads must be 30 
words or less.

Ads will be 
abbreviated at the 
coop’s discretion.

No real estate or 
commercial ads 
will be accepted.

Ads are published 
for members at no 
charge as space per-
mits on a first-come, 
first served basis. 
Unpublished ads will 
not be carried over.

Ads are due by the 
10th of the month 
prior to publication.

Members may submit 
only one ad per issue.

Ads must be 
resubmitted to run 
an additional month.

Ads must be typed or 
in clear readable print. 
Editor reserves the 
right to edit or reject 
any ad.

You can submit your 
ad by mail, email, fax 
or drop off in office. 
Phone ads will not be 
accepted.

Fax ads to . . .
218-935-2519

Email ads to . . . 
info@wildriceelectric.
com

Mail ads to . . .
Wild Rice Electric
P.O. Box 438
Mahnomen, MN 56557
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Open for Sealed Bids Through 
3:30pm on November 20th, 2020
(**A Reserve Price has been set for this item**)

2011 International 7400 4WD, 300HP MAXX Force 
DT, Air Brakes, Allison Automatic, 133,000 miles / 
9,222 hrs, The Digger Derrick is a Terex 4042.

Please visit www.wildriceelectric.com for more information 
and bid form or call Al Brunner or Mike Vasilakes 
at 218-935-2517.



Energy Assistance 
Providers
Becker or Mahnomen 
County
Mahube Community Council
PO Box 747
Detroit Lakes, MN  56502
218-847-1385
Mahube Community Council
PO Box 76
Mahnomen, MN  56557
218-935-5022
Energy Assistance Program
3303 US Hwy 59
Waubun, MN  56589
218-473-2711
Becker County Social Services
712 Minnesota Ave
Detroit Lakes MN  56501
218-847-5628
Mahnomen County 
Social Services
311 North Main
PO Box 460
Mahnomen, MN  56557
218-935-2568
White Earth Nation Financial 
Services
PO Box 100
Naytahwaush, MN  56566
844-282-6580/ 218-935-2359

Clay County
West Central Minnesota 
Communities Action, Inc.
411 Industria Park Blvd.
Elbow Lake, MN 56531
800-492-4805/ 218-685-4486

Clay County Social Services
715 11th St No, Suite 502
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-299-5200/ 800-757-3880

Clearwater County
Clearwater Social Services
216 Park Ave NW
Bagley, MN  56621
218-694-6164

Polk County 
Inter County Community Council
PO Box 189
Oklee, MN  56742
218-796-5144/ 888-778-4008
Polk County Social Services
612 N Broadway, RM 302
Crookston, MN  56716
218-281-3127

W. Polk or Norman County
Tri-Valley Opportunity Council
102 N Broadway
PO BOX 607
Crookston, MN  56716
218-281-5832/ 800-584-7020
Norman County Social Services
15 2nd Ave E
Ada, MN  56510
218-784-5400/ 833-543-1964

Mail to: Wild Rice Electric Coopertive   l   PO BOX 438   l   Mahnomen, MN 56557

Number of Strings
Rebate

per String Total Rebate

Less than 99 lights

100-199 lights

200-299 lights

Greater than 300 lights

$3

$6

$9

$12

Name

Account #

Installation Address

Phone #

Rebate cannot exceed 50 percent of the cost. Maximum of 5 strings per member.

Celebrate
with 

savings

To apply
Purchase LED 

Christmas plug-in 

(not battery operated) 

lights and decorations

in 2020.

Complete rebate form 

and submit it to Wild 

Rice Electric by Dec. 31, 

2020, with a copy  

of your sales receipt. 

ENERGY STAR LEDs 

recommended.

From all of us at Wild Rice Electric, 

Happy 
Thansksgiving
Our office will be closed on Thursday,  
Nov. 26 for the Thanksgiving Holiday.
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Rural Delight (ISSN 0194 505X)
Published monthly by Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 438, Mahnomen, MN 56557, in the interests of its members and others. 
Periodical postage paid at Mahnomen and additional mailing offices. USPS 468-810. 
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes, Form 3579 to: 
Wild Rice Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 438, Mahnomen, MN 56557-0438. 
Subscription rates: Members, $1/year; Non-members, $2/year. 
Phone: 218-935-2517.

Phone: Serving you 24 hours 
a day: 800-244-5709

Office Hours: 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Monday- Friday

Website:
www.wildriceelectric.com

Pay bill 24 hours/ 7 days 
a week: 833-250-4481

Also download the Wild Rice Coop 
app for free at your App Store 
of choice, to monitor usage, 
pay your bill and more.

Directors:
Randy Bjornson, Mark Habedank, 
David Hamre, Jim Kaiser, Greg 
LaVoy, Jeff Nornes, Russ Okeson, 
Larry Sollie and Roger Winter.

The regular scheduled meeting 
of the board of directors is held 
at the Wild Rice Electric office 
on the last Tuesday of each month.

Wild Rice Electric 
Co-op, Inc.

This Institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Electrical Safety
TIPS FOR HUNTERS
This hunting season, we encourage all members to 
be aware of electrical equipment and take neces-
sary precautions while hunting. Keep these safety 
tips in mind as you enjoy the great outdoors.

TAKE NOTICE OF posted warning signs and keep clear of electrical equipment.

DO NOT SHOOT AT OR NEAR power lines or insulators.

KNOW WHERE POWER LINES and equipment are located on the land where you 
hunt. Be especially careful in wooded areas where power lines may not be as visible.

DO NOT PLACE DEER STANDS on utility poles or climb pole. Energized lines and 
equipment can conduct electricity to anyone who comes in contact with them, 
causing shock or electrocution.

DO NOT PLACE DECOYS on power lines or other utility equipment. Any non-
electrical equipment attached to a pole can pose an obstruction and serious 
hazards to our line crews.
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