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 Sturgeon City, Changing Tides

Friends of Sturgeon City,
   It is with great pride that I present the 2019-2020 Sturgeon City Annual Report.  
Sturgeon City’s staff, along with our Board of Directors, has worked diligently this year 
to ensure that Sturgeon City’s legacy of promoting civic leadership and environmental 
stewardship carries on and the organization’s long-term goals are met. 
  
  As we navigate these interesting times, I am happy to report that Sturgeon City reached 
nearly 7000 students and citizens in the past year. All who interact with Sturgeon 
City experience quality educational programs that include school field trips, Camp 
Sturgeon summer camp, Homeschool Science, Little Learners, new Mobile Planetarium 
programs; and our flagship program the Sturgeon City Institutes. Our Sturgeon City 
Institute program celebrated 22 years in June of this year, which is a testament to the 
commitment of Sturgeon City along with our partners at the City of Jacksonville and 
the Onslow County Schools. These programs continue to excite students about Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics while also instilling the importance of 
being an environmental steward and civic leader in their community.

  We are excited to share with you that the Sturgeon City Environmental Education 
Center had a successful first year even with impacts relating to COVID-19. We are 
very excited for the new opportunities that this Center has been able to provide for 
our quality, hands-on STEM educational programs and to have been able to serve 
the community as a venue for local and regional events such as conferences, teacher 
trainings, civic meetings, and more.

Sincerely,

Donald R. Herring
Chairman, Sturgeon City Board of Director

Board of  Directors  
Don Herring, Chairman 

Charles Efird, Vice Chairman 
Mary Anne Williams, Treasurer 

Alfred Keyes, Secretary  
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Jay Levine, Member 

Gary Danford, Member 
Tiffany Choice, Member 



Making a Difference Sturgeon City, Changing Tides
Since 1999: 85,015
Students and adults were 
served through 1,490 
different programs

Since July 2019 - June  
2020: 6,733 Students 

and adults were 
served through 290 
different programs

How Many We Have Served
Camp Sturgeon  109 sessions serving 1,426  K-8 students

Field Trips  10 trips serving 502 K-12 students

Field Trips (Summer)  19 sessions serving 476 students

Homeschool Science 51 sessions serving 500 k-8 students

Little Learners  & Tiny Scientists 14 programs serving 111 pre-K students

Parents Night Out  7 programs serving 38 k-5 students

Planetarium Programs 14 shows serving 94 students and adults

School’s Out & Intersession 33 sessions serving 364 K-5 students
School Visits & Local Events  15 programs serving 2,672 people

“Wonderful camp, he really enjoyed it”  
- Camp Sturgeon Parent -

“The staff did a great job keeping our  
students engaged in the activities.” 
- Elementary Field Trip Teacher -



Unique
The Sturgeon City 

Environmental Education 
Center is unique in that it is a 
partnership between the City of 
Jacksonville, Jacksonville Tourism 
Development Authority and the 
Sturgeon City non-profit. 

Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center  
   In the first year of operations more than 25 events have been held 
at the new facility.  Some of these events included FTM Fashion 
Week, Jazz in the City, non-profits fundraising and corporate events 
introducing more than 1,000 people to this unique place.  

Our clients have said the unique atmosphere, indoor & outdoor 
space, as well as ease of catering, vendor room and more checks the 
boxes on what they are looking for. 

Many more events were planned, illustrating the growing popularity 
of this unique venue, and are being rescheduled at later dates as we 
continue to adjust for COVID-19 Regulations and Sturgeon City has 
followed all recommended state and local guidelines.  



Our staff are working diligently to 
ensure that all events on site adhere to 
recommended health and safety guidelines.

Special
Multipurpose facility that can 

accommodate groups of many 
sizes due to two motorized folding 
walls. Large pre-function area 
makes catering a breeze and 
provides space for vendors and 
other event add-ons.

Local
Located in downtown 

Jacksonville is a Center owned 
by the City of Jacksonville and 
operated by the Sturgeon City 
non-profit. We partner with local 
organizations, tourism partners, 
hoteliers, caterers and others to 
serve our local community.



Active Clarifier, 1980s

Clarifier, 2018
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 Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV), or Seagrasses, 
are important and have multiple functions in our watersheds.  
They create habitat for various species of fish, shrimp and 
crabs by acting as a nursery. They are a food source for various 
grazers as well as a hiding place. SAV’s improve water quality 
by keeping sediment from being re-suspended in the water 
column.  Unfortunately, NC has lost a large percentage of its 
seagrasses on the bottom of our waterways due to pollution, 
poor water quality and destruction of habitat. 
 To help restore water quality in Wilson Bay, various sea 
grass seeds were collected from native coastal waters in the 
Outer Banks, NC. They were transplanted into tributaries 
around Wilson Bay and Wilson Island. Ruppia is the name 
of one species that has thrived. Ruppia is a winter sea grass 
and can be seen during the cooler months growing along 
the bottom. 

Photo by Lisa Bair Miller

SturgeonCity.org   910-750-5876 

50 Court Street, Jacksonville NC 28540

A Brief Story of Sturgeon City

Sturgeon City has its origins in the successful Wilson 

Bay Initiative that was started by the City of Jacksonville, 

it’s leaders and the Community. For more than 40 years, 

the City discharged its wastewater into Wilson Bay. Many 

other plants, including Camp Lejeune and the New River 

Air Station, also discharged into the New River. Agricultural 

runoff and other pollutants left the river organically dead.

Hearing the voice of the Citizens, the Jacksonville City 

Council said it was their moral responsibility to help clean 

up the New River.  They began a huge project, The Wilson 

Bay Initiative to use oysters, aeration, restored wetlands, 

and stormwater mitigation to return water quality in the bay.

The initiative was so successful that the effect quickly 

spread and with a panel of scientists, regulators, river 

advocates, and interested Citizens, information about the 

process and advocacy helped to restore water quality to 

almost all of the river.Over the years, Sturgeon City expanded to be able 

to educate students and adults through year-round 

environmental programs covering a wide range of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  

Continued support from the Community helps Sturgeon 

City to thrive. Through this support and that of the City, the 

Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center opened. 

This state of the art building now houses educational 

adventures, and is open to the public for special events. 

For those who come here, Sturgeon City is truly a 

unique experience.  

Visit us online to:
• Schedule a tour with your class or group

• Sign up for a program or summer camp

• Apply for Sturgeon City Institutes

• Experience the Planetarium

• Volunteer or Donate
    SturgeonCity.orgContact Us 910-750-5876      info@sturgeoncity.org

Educational signs at Sturgeon City  

were made possible by a grant from
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Moving Forward
The Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center has been 

in operation for a little more than a year. We are continuing to find 
new and innovative ways to use the new facility as well as the 
entire Sturgeon City site. 

Mobile Planetarium: Sturgeon City was able to 
purchase a new mobile planetarium in the Spring of 2020 through 
multiple grants. The Center provides the perfect space for this 
inflatable dome setup. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook 
page for information on upcoming planetarium shows.

Walking Tour: Educational signs purchased through a grant from 
Duke Energy Foundation located around the site allow visitors to enjoy a 
self-guided tour. 20 signs were created and printed, 18 of those with grant 
dollars as part of the tour. Brochures are available on our website or at 
the Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center.

Continued Center & Site Upgrades: We are working 
on additional improvements to the Center and our site to better serve our 
programs, area events and the community.



Sturgeon City
Sturgeon City has its origins in the successful Wilson Bay 

Initiative. The initiative was a response to community forums and 
conversations with several partner groups which used grant funds to 
seed restoration efforts in Wilson Bay and the New River. 

These restoration efforts used a combination of oysters for 
filtration, aeration units to increase water flow, restored wetlands for 
runoff filtration and stormwater mitigation to decrease runoff. These 
methods were inspired by regional projects and research groups.

Sturgeon City continues to serve 
the community with hands-on 
environmental education programs 
as well as partnering with local and 
regional groups on restoration and 
conservation projects.



PO Box 1056, Jacksonville, NC 28541 l 910-938-6456

Special Programs 
This year we  engaged students with the following programs; Sturgeon 
City Academy, Just Dance, Kid’s Bingo and Mobile Planetarium Programs.

Core Programs 
   We continue to offer core programs including Homeschool Science, 
Parent’s Night Out, Teen Science Café and others.

Our Finances: 2019-2020 financials are available upon request.

SturgeonCity.org
Advocate         Donate          Participate

Serving our Community
While we worked from home in the spring, we offered free virtual 

programming for area youth and families for several weeks. As guidelines 
changed, we spoke with school and health department officials, reviewed 
state guidance, and developed best practices to be able to safely resume on 
site programming.

Sturgeon City Academy, a year round program, provides a safe space 
for students as long they are learning virtually. Sturgeon City continues 
to find innovative ways to serve Jacksonville, Onslow and surrounding 
counties with additional quality programs while prioritizing health and 
safety of staff and participants.


