
Hark:  An Unexpected Savior December 19, 2021

Here are the notes to Pastor Steve’s message for week #1 of “Hark” on Sunday, December 19, 2021. Feel free to
print them and follow along during the message at 10:00 a.m on Facebook and YouTube.

Today’s main idea:  God is a God of the _________________.
● God has often moved in unexpected ways that defy our understanding, our expectations, and our timing.

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah
saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah;
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John.  14 He will be a
joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is
born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  18 Zechariah asked the angel,
“How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”  Luke 1:11-18

● So how did he miss something so obvious from God?
● How do we miss something so obvious from God?
● _________________  _________________.

Our personal _________________ often become _________________ on how we view God.

Application Questions:
1. Where have you put unrealistic expectations on God?
2. Where have you put limitations on God?

God has often moved in unexpected ways that defy our understanding, our expectations, and our timing.  We are
simply called to trust Him and His history of always working for our good.

The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to
tell you this good news.  20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens because
you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 23 When his time of service was
completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in
seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my
disgrace among the people.”  Luke 1:19-20, 23-25

Application Questions:
1. Where have I been silent about my _________________?
2. Where have I been silent about the  _________________?

For The Love
● For more information about our “For The Love Initiative”, please visit tpclive.org/forthelove.  You can

also notate your giving as “For The Love” on your check, envelope or online at tpclive.org/give
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