
Dear Young Person,

I’m so glad that you are interested in being water baptized.

It’s a great step of obedience and celebration in your relationship

with Jesus Christ.

I do remember my water baptism pretty clearly.  It was when

I was in elementary school; I was about 9 years old.  I remember

it so easily because I knew it was a step I needed to take to draw

closer to God.  And it also sticks in my mind and heart so much

because we celebrated that moment with family and friends.  Your

Water Baptism can be just as special for you.

I’ve put together this booklet to help you get a better

understanding of water baptism and what it’s all about.  I hope

that you will take the time to look it over with your parents.

When you are done with this booklet, you should have a good idea

if you are ready for this step in your relationship with Christ.

You need to know that God loves you deeply.  Yes, God loves

kids just as much as anyone else on the planet.  And if there is

anything that we can do to give you direction in knowing God and

experiencing his love, we are available to you and your family.

Helping Families Connect To God,

Keisa Gill

Kids Ministry Director
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Why Water Baptism?

To help you with taking this step I’ve put together a fun way for you to look over

and learn the important parts of Water Baptism.  We will discover these truths

by using the letters in the word B. A. P. T. I. S. M. Each letter stands for

an important part of Water Baptism.  So, what you need to do is fill in the blanks

with the scrambled words, read the verses that go with these and discuss them

with one of your parents.

If you get stuck, there’s a place where you can look up the answers in the

back of this book.  But, that’s ONLY if you get stuck.  So, let’s get started.

Those who ___________________ (VELIBEE) in Christ.

Did you know that only those who have asked Jesus into their heart

and have a relationship with him need to be baptized?  Having a

relationship with Jesus comes first, then the step of Baptism.

Baptism cannot get you to __________________ (NEVAEH).

We can only get to heaven by having a relationship

with Jesus Christ.  That means that having a belief and

faith in Christ is what saves us – not Water Baptism.

Ephesians 2:8-9 God saved you by his special favor
when you believed.

Romans 10:9,10 That if you confess with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that god raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Act of ______________________________  (INOBEDECE).

Baptism is a step of obedience that we need to do when we have a

relationship with Christ.  It’s a “have to”  if we really want to follow

Christ.

Matthew 28:19, 20 and Acts 2:38 talk about that. Look these verses

up and talk about them with your parents.
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B.  Instructions for the day of baptism:

EVERYONE BRING:
❑ A towel
❑ Wash and wear dark clothing for baptism

(no swimsuits or sweatshirts please)
❑ Dry clothes to change into after the baptism

❑ Hair dryer (if needed)

❑ You may want to arrange for someone to take

pictures for you to have.

AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH:

❑ Plastic bags for wet clothing

❑ Dressing areas

(Answers: Believe, heaven, obedience, water, death, burial,

symbol, and identifies.)
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If my child is ready, what do we do?
If your child is ready and really understands what water

baptisms is and why they are wanting to take this step, there are a few

steps the two of you need to take first.

A.  Prior to the baptism service
1. The child being baptized and one parent will need to attend a

required class concerning baptism.  This class will occur two

weeks prior to the actual water baptism. These dates and times

will be listed in the worship program.  It is also a requirement for

one parent to be with the child in “the pool”.  This is an important

step for a child’s faith and for a parents spiritual leadership.

2. With the parent’s help the child needs to complete the

BAPTISM section of this booklet, write a short testimony on

sheet in back of booklet and bring them both to the baptism

class.  You will be given an actual application form to fill out at

the class.

3. Let’s talk about the testimony sheet.  What you need to write

down is when you asked Jesus Christ to be a part of your life.

Why did you do that?  What was it like?  And why you want to be

baptized?

a. It doesn’t have to be very long at all.  You may want to

ask your mom or dad to help you put it in your own words.

It’s also important to write it down because it will help

you remember things when we video you for the baptism.

The video taping will be done the same night as the class.

You will find additional information about the video taping

in the back of this booklet.

4. Invite friends and family.  This is an important event in your life.

And what better way to stand up for God than by having your

friends and family there to celebrate with you.  We even have

invitations for you to invite others to your baptism.

a. Some people ask a special person (a water witness)

to be in “the pool” with them when they are being

baptized.  One of your parents will be in “the pool” with

you. They will be there to share this awesome moment

with you.  So make sure their name is on your application.
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Must be under _______________________ (EATWR).

Did you know that the word baptize means to “dunk

under water”?  When you get baptized you will be

dunked under water and then quickly brought back up

out of the water.

Matthew 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptized he went
up out of the water.

Picture of Christ’s __________ (THAED), ___________ (LRBIAU)

and resurrection.

Romans 6:4 That’s what the baptism of Jesus means. When we are
lowered into the water, it is like the death of Jesus; when we are raised
up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus.
Here’s another cool verse about that:

Colossians 2:12 When you are baptized, you were buried with Christ,
and you were raised up with Him through your faith in God’s power that
was shown when He raised Christ from the dead.

S _____________ (MYLOB) of belief. Water baptism is a symbol of your
belief in Christ. What do you think a symbol is? Look up the
word symbol in the dictionary and write down its meaning here.

Look up I Corinthians 15:3-4. How is this baptism a symbol of

these two verses

I__________________ (TFEISDENI) you with Christ.

When you wear a baseball hat or your school’s T-shirt you are telling

everyone that you are loyal to a team or belong to that school. Well,

when you are baptized you’re telling everyone that you are identifying

(belong) yourself with Jesus.
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Summary of Water Baptism

1. It is for all believers-people who have a relationship

with Jesus Christ.

2. It does not save you or get you into heaven.

3. It is an act of obedience to God.

4. It is being dunked under water (briefly-don’t worry).

5. It’s a picture of Christ’s death, burial and

resurrection.

6. It’s a symbolic act.

7. It tells others that you belong to God.

Now that you have gone through this section about water

baptism, you and your parents need to fill in the blanks

below.

“I have completed the BAPTISM section of this booklet!”

Child’s Name:______________________________  Age:____

Parent(s) signature:__________________________________

Date: ___________________
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“When Is  My Child Ready”?

How do I know when my child is ready for water baptism???

This is a common question among parents.  And it’s a valid

one.  The simplest way to know if your child is ready for water

baptism, is that the desire to be baptized is something that they

initiate.   It’s not something that we have to push them into or

they want to do because their “friends” are all doing it.  It’s a

genuine desire accompanied by a head and heart knowledge of why

they want to be baptized,

It is important that parents and the church regularly talk

about water baptism with children.  Kids need to hear about water

baptism.  They need to be able to freely discuss it.  In simple

terms, kids need to understand what water baptism is … why it’s

important … what it means . . .and what happens.  Often asking a

kid “WHY?” they want to be baptized will tell you a great deal.

We also have to be careful to not push our kids to make

this step.  It’s so easy to try and “think” for our kids or put words

in their mouths when it comes to this decision.  We want them to

follow God in obedience.  We want them to experience the joy of

baptism.  And we do it because we love them and want them to

understand the importance of water baptism.

But there is a fine line that we have to walk to make sure it’s

something that they want and that they are ready for.

The bottom line is that it’s important to be sure that your

child knows what he/she is doing.  And when they do, it will be a

moment of obedience and celebration that they will look back on

as a significant moment in their life.
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