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NEB x SPROUT: 
How will your life be when we take the climate seriously?  

The participant could freely choose between pre-given emotions and objects, and five 
voluntary themes. Bearing those in mind, they were given an activity to describe doing in a 
“distant future”. ‘Distant future’ is purposely ill-defined in order for us not to limit the 
participants' imagination. For some, it was 30 years in the future, for others 100 years. 
However, it became clear that the majority imagined a future quite similar to our current 
world.  

After having spent 10 minutes with the individual assignment, they were asked to share their 
activity with the rest of the group. Each table had 7 different stories which together 
formulated activities spread out throughout a whole day - a day in a distant future.  

Based on the participants’ inputs, we have identified five themes; the planet, technology, 
politics, behaviour and food and agriculture.  

The 4 themes: 

1) The planet 

Fear: 

● The earth becomes uninhabitable 
● Loss of biodiversity and nature - more natural disasters, lack of wildlife, population 

growth, more buildings and more industry. 
● Nature disappears - loss of people and the human need 
● The ozone layer is destroyed, CO2 emissions worsen and the ice melts. 
● A tipping point - ‘the climate fight’ = dystopia or utopia 

Hope:  

● The return of nature by means of innovation, willpower and the world’s forces. 
● Nature is integrated into the city - e.g. on roofs or greenhouses in communities. 
● Green avenues and large trees are being prioritised over infrastructure 
● The needs of the planet take precedence over human desires. 

 

2) Technology 

Fear:  

● The boundaries between technology, society and humans confluence. 
● Technology will take over everyday life and the human presence, e.g. Robot nursery 

teachers  

Hope: 

● Technology as a solution saves energy, resources, and improves lives. For example, 
buildings can be self-sufficient energywise. 

● New technology focuses on the human soul and nature before focusing on the 
human "concur" and expansion. 

● Hydroponics and vertical farming help with hunger despite population growth. 
● Collective tech solutions within transport and production, e.g. private driving has 

been replaced by electric autonomous transportation. Fewer cars provide more 
space in the city. 

● New technology such as flying transport and personal digital displays showing 
energy consumption or health. 
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3) Politics 

Fear: 

● The government does not act in time = dystopia, civil war, climate refugees. 

Hope: 

● The government takes responsibility and implements helpful legislation, e.g. only 
electrical transportation. 

● Innovation in urban design, e.g. tinyhouses, cheap public transport, more nature in 
the urban space. 
 

4) Behaviour 

Fear: 

● Individual actions make no difference - now and in the future 
● Climate anxiety is inherited into the next generations  
● Limitations on everyday comfort: food, water, heating & electricity. 
● Shame when thinking of past habits whilst also longing for them. 
● No real society only divided groups or even shunning of climate skeptics. 

Hope:  

● Culture change - more time for leisure, family, presence and celebration of life 
● Increased joy in simplicity. 
● Symbiosis between young and old - shares life experiences, hopes and dreams 
● Nursing homes and public housing where you can both live socially and increase 

quality of life 
● Increased focus on recycling materials 
● The climate fight today has an effect in the long run 
● It continues to be safe and easy to move around by bike. 
● Incentive to act climate-correctly via increased info on CO2 footprint in consumer 

choices. 

 

5) Food and agriculture  

Fear: 

● Food shortages - extinction of plants and animals. 
● Food can only be produced in greenhouses. We are disconnected from natural 

ecosystems. 

Hope:  

● Denmark is self-sufficient. 
● Food is produced and consumed locally - diminishing transportation 
● Cultured meat is seen as both a solution and a necessary evil. 
● Sustainable agriculture provides space for more nature, game, sun, etc. 
● We reconnect to food - e.g. we collect / capture / cultivate ourselves. 
● Conventional agriculture has been abolished and replaced by personal biotopes or 

greenhouses / vertical farming. 
○ Positive: provides space for nature, secure self-sufficient communities and 

sustainable agriculture. 
○ Negative: it replaces nature and the natural ecosystem 


