
FAQs for the Standards Collaboration Copyright License 

(FAQ Version 1.0) 

 

Q1. What does “for any purpose other than developing standards” mean in the sentence, “You 
may copy, modify, and distribute this software (in source and binary forms) and its supporting 
documentation (if any) under the Original Licensors’ (as identified in the box above) copyright 
rights, for any purpose other than developing standards, conditioned upon the following:”? 

A1. The software and documentation may not be used in any works that are intended to develop 
a standard or may lead to the creation of an alternative standard (whether de jure or de facto). 
Note that this requirement is intended to be read in context, with the rest of the license, which 
provides (in the last bullet) an exception for instances where the Original Licensors have 
separately granted permission for such use. 

 

Q2. What do “modifications” mean in the sentence, “This software and all future modifications 
made to any software files under this license or supporting documentation incorporating this 
license shall be distributed under the terms of this license which includes the original text as 
provided in the box above.”? 

A2. Modifications are changes made to files or any of their supporting documentation under 
this license.  Typically, this would be the addition or deletion of lines of code.  This 
requirement includes files to which any copy-and-paste of any software snippets under this 
license have been included.  This also includes any transformation of the code, such as from 
source code to other intermediate forms and to binary forms.  Therefore, if you receive the 
software in source code form and transform it to binary forms, the binary forms which you create 
are also governed by this license.  Modifications do not include newly written files that are not 
derived from the software or documentation under this license. 

 

Q3. What does “shall be distributed under the terms of this license” mean in the sentence, 
“This software and all future modifications made to any software files under this license or 
supporting documentation incorporating this license shall be distributed under the terms of this 
license which includes the original text as provided in the box above.”? 

A3. All the software and any modifications to the software provided under the Standards 
Collaboration Copyright License must remain under this license and may only be used in accordance 
with its terms.  While the license allows you to redistribute such code, you must do so under 
this license.  Accordingly, any downstream license must contain the terms of this license and be 
no broader in scope than it.  Similarly, modified versions of the documentation, if distributed, 
must also be distributed under this license.  Note that additional, non-conflicting obligations 
may be created by downstream licensees separate from this license, such as an obligation of 
confidentiality, providing that the software, documentation, and any associated modifications, 
would continue to be distributed under the terms of this license.   

 

Q4. What does “encouraged” mean in the sentence, “If you modify the software or the 
supporting documentation for that software you are encouraged to contribute your modifications 
back to the Original Licensors.”? 

A4. While the Original Licensors encourage you to contribute all modifications back to their 
standard for potential consideration for future standardization, doing so is not required by you.  
Note however that elsewhere in the license, under certain conditions, somebody else other than 
you may independently choose to contribute your modifications back to the standard in a 
contribution of theirs. 

 

Q5. What does “non-confidential access” mean in the sentence, “Also, if you permit non-
confidential access to your modifications to the source code or documentation, anyone may include 
such modifications in a contribution of theirs back to the Original Licensors.”? 



A5. If you create modified versions of the source code or documentation and provide them to 
another party on a non-confidential basis, then those other parties and others downstream who 
have received that software may include your modifications in a contribution of theirs back to 
the Original Licensors.  However, if the modifications you receive are provided on a confidential 
basis (e.g., you receive them subject to an obligation of confidentiality) you may not contribute 
the modifications you receive back to the Original Licensors.   

 

Q6. What does “accepted” mean in the sentence, “If that contribution containing your 
modification is accepted by the Original Licensors, you grant to the Original Licensors the 
rights to copy, modify, and distribute your modification for any purposes related to 
standardization, including sublicensable, worldwide rights to the foregoing.” 

A6. Standards are often created with established contribution and acceptance/approval 
processes for inclusion of new material into them.  Your grant of rights back to the Original 
Licensors, for purposes related to their standardization activities, is contingent on any 
contribution containing your code being accepted by the Original Licensors into their standards 
and/or technical specifications.   

 

Q7. Can I charge a fee for the software? 

A7. Yes, while the software and all modifications to the software will always be subject to 
the rights and obligations under this license, nothing in this license is incompatible with 
charging fees for the software. 

 

Q8. Can I distribute binary-only versions and not provide source code? 

A8. Yes, nothing in this license requires the making available of source code versions, so 
you can choose to make it available only in binary forms of the software and any modifications. 

 

Q9. Can I add additional terms to this license?   

A9. You cannot modify the terms in the body of this license and it must be passed down to 
downstream recipients intact.  However, you can add additional terms within your own license 
agreement on top of these terms if those terms do not conflict with this license.  For example, 
many commercial software licenses require certain software be kept confidential.  In this case, 
you could make your commercial distribution confidential.  If you make such software either 
confidential or binary-only, then recipients of that software will not have the rights under the 
terms of this license to make contributions back to Original Licensors. 

 

Q10. Can I compile source code under this license with source code under other licenses? 

A10. It depends on those other licenses.  All code under this license must be made available 
under the terms of this license, whether in source or binary form.  So long as the rights to be 
exercised for the compiled form of the software may be performed without violating the terms of 
both this license as well as any other licenses, then such compilation is permitted. 

 

Q11. If I add substantive lines of code to the software under this license, can I add my name 
(or my organization’s name if applicable) to the top of this file? 

A11. The license, including the part of the license in the box, may not be changed or edited.  
However, the copyright lines that precede the license and box, that begin with (c) followed by 
the list of copyright holders, may be edited to include additional copyright holders who have 
added substantive code modifications. 

 

Q12. Is this an “open source” or a “free software” license? 



A12. This license is not intended to conform to any particular view of “open source” or “free 
software”. 

 

Q13. What is an appropriate abbreviated name for this license? 

A13. The Standards Collaboration Copyright License can be abbreviated as the SCCL. 


