
 

 

Etsuke Jigoku is a new body of work from prolific maker, Aaron Scythe.  His work sews together his 

New Zealand and Māori heritage along with his passion for Japanese ceramic traditions.  Aaron 

spent time living in Japan before returning to New Zealand with his family following the earthquake 

that devastated Fukushima.  

 

This new body of work is a continuation of Aaron’s obsession with decoration.  Imagery, patterns, 

Japanese Kintsugi techniques, porcelain, stoneware, multiple glazes and lacquers all come together 

in organised chaos to create an object of beauty.   

 

“Oribe is a free-flowing way of making, and it’s a philosophy around non-pretentiousness. Leaving 

emotion in the clay and not hiding the soul through technique. It’s almost an anti-technique and 

takes a certain type of person to make this work, the suiken (drunken master kung fu style) of 

pottery. The word, Oribe, comes from the Samurai, Futura Oribe, who developed the style, and today 

refers to Japanese style ash glaze. Oribe is a style… a feeling, whether you use terracotta, porcelain, 

or clear glaze.” 

Aaron Scythe, Verve Magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1  Cat   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $800 

2  Bowl   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $250 

3  Large Plate  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $1200 

4  Plate   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $850 

5  Mug   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $200 

6  Flower Shaped Bowl 5 coloured yobitsugi style   $200 

7  Cup & Saucer  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $280 

8  Small Wall Plate 5 coloured yobitsugi style   $100 

9  Guinomi  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $100 

10  Sake Cup  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $100 

11  Slim Cup  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $100 

12  Vase   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $300 

13  Vase   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $300 

14  Sake Bottle  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $280 

15  Sake Bottle  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $300 

16  Sake Bottle Gourd 5 coloured yobitsugi style   $300 

17  Vase   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $300 

18  Vase   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $1000 

19  Vase   5 coloured yobitsugi style   $2000 

20  Water Container 5 coloured yobitsugi style   $1500 

21  Winter Tea Bowl 5 coloured yobitsugi style   $800 

22  Tall Vase  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $800 

23  Large Vase  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $3000 

24  Large Vase  5 coloured yobitsugi style   $4000 

25  Tori no mae part 1 A2 framed print [ed. 4/13]   $2500  

26  Yorude oo sawagi A2 framed print [ed. 4/13]   $2500 

27  Moeru Onna  A4 framed print [ed. 7/13]   $600 

28  Nyan nya no nya A4 framed print [ed. 4/13]   $600 

29  Teapot   3 coloured porcelain    $300 

 



THE CERAMICS 

 

 

The clay used in this body of work is white porcelain and cream stoneware.  

 

The construction is based on the Japanese Kintsugi technique of joining broken ceramics 

together often from shard heaps where different clays and glazes are mixed together to form a 

whole or using lacquer to repair broken vessels. 

These pieces were initially thrown on the wheel (for example 10 stoneware bowls and 10 porcelain 

bowls) and then pieces cut away. The cut piece became the key to cut a corresponding piece of 

different clay to join to the section that was missing - this was repeated and repeated. 

 

 

The glazes are:  

 

• Kizeto ( ash glaze )…yellow              on stoneware body  
 

• Kuro oribe ( ash glaze )…black            on stoneware body  
 

• clear glaze      on porcelain and stoneware 
 

• decoration on base body and peep holes:  
iron oxide .....black to brown  

cobalt mix ......blue  

red ......Nagasaki red  

green, purple, yellow….Kutani onglaze enamel 

 

Japanese red lacquer – Urushi has been used 

 

 

 

 



THE PRINTS 

 

Giclée (/ʒiːˈkleɪ/ zhee-KLAY or /dʒiːˈkleɪ/) is a neologism coined in 1991 by printmaker Jack 

Duganne for fine art digital prints made on inkjet printers.[1] The name originally applied to fine 

art prints created on Iris printers in a process invented in the late 1980s but has since come to mean 

any inkjet print. It is often used by artists, galleries, and print shops to suggest high quality printing 

but since it is an unregulated word it has no associated warranty of quality.[2] 

 

Paper  

310gsm Textured, 100% Archival Cotton Rag, Cold White, Matte Finish. 

Textured Cotton Rag is a heavy-weight archival velvet fine art paper for archival pigment printing. It 

is bright white, water-resistant and made from 100% cotton fibre. Producing high quality consistent 

results 

 
Archival Ink 
 
We only use official Epson Ultrachrome K3 inks (For full technical specs visit epson.com) 

·         High-Density pigments for an extremely wide colour range. 

·         Professional print permanence ratings for truly gallery quality fine art prints. 

·         Superior scratch resistance from improved pigment and resin chemistry.  

·         Colour is stable immediately after printing - no short term colour shifting.  

·         Archival ratings 100 years on archival cotton rag. 

·         Display Life of 75+ years on cotton rag - 40+ years on acid-free matte paper. 

 
 
 
 
*Some of the names in English are rough translations of the Japanese titles. The titles are 
Japanese as I am thinking in Japanese as I am painting on my iPad. 
 
Aaron Scythe 2017 
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