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Trains Tracks 
 

Between Austria and Italy, there is a section of the Alps called the Semmering. It is an impossibly steep, very 

high part of the mountains. They built a train track over these Alps to connect Vienna and Venice. As the 

story goes, they built these tracks even before there was a train in existence that could make the trip. They 

built it because they knew some day, the train would come.  Someday, the technology would exist to allow a 

train to make this trip.  This story really resonates with me.  Preparation.  Building something before the 

technology even existed.  In my conservative mind, that is challenging, almost crazy.  I get planning for the 

future.  But actually, building something to use with technology or equipment that doesn’t even exist yet, 

well, that is both crazy and crazy-cool!  I want to be that forward-looking. 

 

That really is true commitment: being all-in. All the chips on the table.  Commitment is what pulls us. It 

simultaneously takes us out of ourselves and brings us back to who we are at our core - gravity’s pull when 

our will feels faint.  One more step, one more conversation, one more hour of musical practice.  There’s no 

single stroke that completes the big picture: brush meets canvas again and again until we have a living, 

breathing work of art in front of us.  One that is shiny in some places, worn bare in others.  Beautiful, 

nonetheless, because it tells the story of a life committed.  It’s not easy, nor is it perfect.  But then again, 

nothing worthwhile ever is.  I believe our work at the Center is far more than a worthwhile endeavor.  At the 

Center we believe in doing good work that matters. And, in choosing that, nudging others toward doing the 

same.  And that creates a magnificent work of art… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAG DAYS are now EVERY FRIDAY at the Center! 

Friday - May 27th SPRING SALE.  Everything must go…25% on purchases over $5. 

Food, Fun & Fashion for Guys & Gals - May 1, 12-2pm - Tickets are $18 per person, or $30 per 

couple.  Join us for our Signature Event! 

 

Jimmy 
“People will forget what you said, 

people will forget what you did,  
but people will never forget how 

you made them feel.” –  
Maya Angelou 

 


