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Lesson 1 – Introduction to Human Experiences 
In order to understand your module, it is vital that you start with the syllabus. Below is the syllabus 
description for the Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences. It is essential that you understand 
the syllabus, because at the end of the day this is what you will be tested on. Everything ultimately 
comes back to the syllabus. We highlighted certain important keywords and listed the prescribed texts 
below:   

In this common module students deepen their understanding of how texts represent individual and 
collective human experiences. They examine how texts represent human qualities and emotions 
associated with, or arising from, these experiences. Students appreciate, explore, interpret, analyse 
and evaluate the ways language is used to shape these representations in a range of texts in a variety 
of forms, modes and media.  

Students explore how texts may give insight into the anomalies, paradoxes and inconsistencies in 
human behaviour and motivations, inviting the responder to see the world differently, to challenge 
assumptions, ignite new ideas or reflect personally. They may also consider the role of storytelling 
throughout time to express and reflect particular lives and cultures. By responding to a range of 
texts they further develop skills and confidence using various literary devices, language concepts, 
modes and media to formulate a considered response to texts. 

Students study one prescribed text and a range of short texts that provide rich opportunities to further 
explore representations of human experiences illuminated in texts. They make increasingly informed 
judgements about how aspects of these texts, for example context, purpose, structure, stylistic and 
grammatical features, and form shape meaning. In addition, students select one related text and draw 
from personal experience to make connections between themselves, the world of the text and their 
wider world.  

By responding and composing throughout the module students further develop a repertoire of skills 
in comprehending, interpreting and analysing complex texts. They examine how different modes and 
media use visual, verbal and/or digital language elements. They communicate ideas using figurative 
language to express universal themes and evaluative language to make informed judgements about 
texts. Students further develop skills in using metalanguage, correct grammar and syntax to analyse 
language and express a personal perspective about a text. 

Throughout this lesson we are going to be asking ourselves a series of questions related to the 
syllabus. These are:  
 

y What does it mean to be human?  
 

y What is the relationship between individual and collective experiences? 
 

y What are the anomalies, paradoxes, and inconsistencies of the human experience? 
 

y How does storytelling and reflect particular lives and cultures? 
 

In the course of answering these questions, we will begin to construct concept statements for topic 
sentences and essay theses. They will give you ideas for possible answers to unseen questions and 
generally deepen your understanding of the novel.  
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Applying ‘human experiences’ to Nineteen Eighty-Four:  

In order to develop sophisticated analysis, we want to consider these ideas through the lens of Orwell’s 
purpose and meaning – in other words, the message he is trying to communicate to us, his audience. 
To help us do this, we are going to expand upon the previous human experience concepts and 
conceptualize them. The following four concept statements offer a deeper, more nuanced understanding 
of human experiences and as you work through the text, you want to consider how Orwell relates to 
each of these four statements.  

y Human experiences are those experiences which define us as human.  

y Human experience is defined by the struggle to reconcile individual desires with the demands 
of the collective.  

y Human experience is anomalous, paradoxical, and inconsistent as humans are fallible and 
experience is subjective.  

y Through storytelling, composers reveal the universal within the particular.  

When we reach the end of this unit, we will return to these assumptions and begin to relate our 
knowledge of 1984 to these statements. In doing this, we will begin to put together concept statements 
that we can then employ in our 1984 essays. So, from the very beginning, we will be thinking about 
purpose and meaning, and thinking about how we can articulate purpose and meaning in our human 
experience essays.  
 

Text Overview: 

Ok, so let’s start discussing Nineteen Eighty-Four.  
 
Plot: Nineteen Eighty-Four is a dystopian science-fiction novel that takes place in an imagined future 
version of England, now known as Airstrip One. The novel was written in 1948, and so Orwell –trying 
to imagine the future – sets his novel in 1984, which for him was 36 years away. Keep that in mind as 
we read this, even though 1984 is in our past, it was Orwell’s future.  
 
This vision of the future takes place after the Second World War, and following a violent revolution and 
civil war and revolution that reduced England to rubble. The world has become divided into three 
superpower states: Oceania, which encompasses England, North America, and Australia; Eurasia which 
encompasses Russia and Eastern Europe; and Eastasia which encompasses China, Japan, and some 
other Asian countries. In England, the country has been taken over by the INGSOC movement – 
newspeak for English socialism – who run the country in an incredibly authoritarian and brutal manner.  
 
Life in Airstrip One is miserable – as England has not been rebuilt after the revolution and civil war. 
The country is short on resources like electricity and food and most people live-in run-down shanties 
built in bomb craters. The Party, who run the government, demand absolute conformity from the 
population – enforcing this conformity through surveillance, propaganda, and physical punishment. If 
any of these terms are unfamiliar to you, do not worry, as we will go through them in detail next lesson. 
But the main idea is this: when you live in Airstrip One every single aspect of life is controlled – from 
the clothing, to the food, to daily exercises in the morning. You must follow the Party’s strict rules, or 
else you will be severely punished and likely even killed. You also cannot say anything negative about 
the party, in public or even in private – or else you will be punished.  
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The head of the government is the mysterious Big Brother – a man whose face can be seen on posters 
all around the country, usually with the words BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU printed 
underneath. It is never clear in the novel whether or not Big Brother is a real person who exists, 
somebody who used to exist but is now dead, or if he is simply an entirely made-up figurehead.   
 
Within the Party, there are a number of Ministries which help to run the country:  
 

- The Ministry of Peace (Newspeak: Minipax) – in charge of the perpetual wars against Eastasia 
and Eurasia 

- The Ministry of Plenty (Newspeak: Miniplenty) – in charge of rationing food and other 
resources  

- The Ministry of Truth (Newspeak: Minitrue) – In charge of propaganda: they control all the 
information in Oceania, making sure it all supports The Party.  

- The Ministry of Love (Newspeak: Miniluv) – in charge of monitoring and arresting people 
who go against The Party, punishing them and brainwashing them into becoming good, 
conforming citizens.   

 
The Party also encourages its members to speak using the bureaucratic language of Newspeak. This is 
a simplified version of English, designed to reduce the number of words necessary to express ideas. It 
is also a way that government enforces the conformity of everyone’s language.  
 
It is finally also worth discussing the class structure of Oceania. There is a clear hierarchy – at the top 
of which is the inner party, the smallest group who directly run the country. Below them are the outer 
party, who run the country’s bureaucracy – that is, they staff the ministries mentioned above. But the 
vast majority of the population belong to the Proles, who are the ordinary working people who live in 
Oceania. They are treated poorly by the Party, living in poverty and disease, distracted by alcohol, 
pornography, and gambling. Nonetheless, although they live impoverished lives, the Proles are less 
directly controlled by the Party.  
 
Now, let us take a look at some of the main characters.  
 

Main characters: 

Winston: Winston Smith is the protagonist of the novel. It is his life that we follow over the course of 
the story. So let’s establish who he is: Winston Smith is a 39 year old man, and a citizen of Airstrip One, 
who works for the Ministry of Truth in the Records Department. In this role, Winston is in charge of re-
writing history: this means that he edits and censors historical records like history books, historical 
documents, political pamphlets, and even photographs. In this role, he can erase people from existence, 
or event brand new people simply by writing them into the history books.  
 
Winston is an orphan, whose parents disappeared during the civil war. He was raised in orphanage and 
given a job in the Outer Party. Physically, he is a weak and unimpressive man – with a varicose ulcer 
that often irritates him. He is not the stereotypical ‘hero’ we are used to in movies and literature. 
However, during his time at the Ministry of Truth he grows to question the Party and increasingly resents 
the control the Party has over every aspect of his life. One day, he buys a diary in which he commits 
Thought Crime – writing down all the things he hates about The Party. Even though he never intends to 
show this diary to people, this is a serious crime and if caught Winston could be punished and tortured.  
 
One day, he meets a woman named Julia – a mechanic working at the Ministry of Truth. They start a 
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