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T H E  M I N I S T R Y  O F  L I F E
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I’m all about 

showing God’s love in 

practical ways. 

You can preach to 

people all day long, 

but until you show ‘em 

what it means, 

it doesn’t matter. 

I show God’s love in a 

practical way.

In business, Jonathan Hill’s goal is 
“to give people peace of mind about 
their structural concerns.”
 
“That’s it. That’s the mission. To 
help people have that peace of mind,” 
Jonathan adds.
 
Yet, in life, Jonathan holds a much 
larger intention. He’s a man of God 
and has designed his life around his 
love for the Lord. That dream has 
carried him from his home in Iowa to 
Oklahoma and guided him each step 
along his journey.
 
“I’m all about showing God’s love in 
practical ways. You can preach to 
people all day long, but until you show 
’em what it means, it doesn’t matter. I 
show God’s love in a practical way.”
 

Forging His Relationship With God

Originally from St. Louis, Missouri, 
Jonathan and his family moved to 
Iowa when he was 12 years old. He 
finished out middle and high school 
there, enlisted in the Navy, and 
then returned to attend Iowa State 
University. He graduated with a 
civil engineering degree in 1997.
 
Jonathan’s father was a pastor, and 
he was raised in the church.
 
“We were always serving people,” 
Jonathan remembers. “That’s all 
I can remember – seeing my mom 
and dad serve, help, counsel, and 
give. That was the environment and 
culture, and it heavily influenced 
who I am today.”
 

In the church, Jonathan devel-
oped leadership and people skills. 
Eventually, his path led him to the 
Navy, where he enrolled after gradu-
ating from high school. Those years 
in the Navy were challenging but also 
enlightening. It was where Jonathan 
truly stepped into adulthood – and his 
relationship with God.
 
“It was a really lonely period in my 
life. I felt like a fish out of water. I 
was isolated, and I didn’t really fit 
in. It was all new to me,” Jonathan 
remembers. “But during that period, 
a real personal connection with God 
developed. That’s when my relation-
ship with God was forged, and in my 
isolation, I found inspiration.”
 
Instead of following his peers to the 
club, Jonathan stayed in the barracks. 
He read the Bible and leaned into his 

H
IL

L
 

H
IL

L
 

partner spotlight
By Zach Cohen

Photos by Shawna McDu!e, Peak RES

J
O

N
A

T
H

A
N “



32 • April 2021 OKC Real Producers • 33@realproducers realproducersmag.com

faith. When he headed back home to 
enroll at Iowa State, he began hosting 
Bible study groups out of his dorm room.
 
“I had the heart to help people and 
give them hope,” Jonathan explains. 
“My life mission was and still is 
to meet people in their wilderness 
and strengthen their hand in God,” 
Jonathan adds.
 
That heart for giving has been a central 
theme in Jonathan’s life.
 
The Road to Oklahoma

Growing up, Jonathan always said he 
never wanted to be a pastor. He enjoyed 
being out in public meeting people and 
doing outreach but never envisioned 
himself as a pastor. By the time he grad-
uated college, that vision had changed; 
in 1996, Jonathan was ordained.
 
“When you submit yourself to God, 
you just follow his direction. So I 

ended up becoming a pastor,” 
Jonathan smiles. 
 
That same year, Jonathan grad-
uated and began his engineering 
career. A decade later, ministry 
work in Oklahoma would encour-
age Jonathan to pick up his fam-
ily and move to the Sooner State.
 
“We moved to Oklahoma to 
join a church (Church Ablaze) 
that was here and a marriage 
ministry (Eye to Eye Marriage). 
We felt so impressed by God 
to move down here. So, I quit 
my big-time corporate job and 
moved here. We didn’t have a 
clear direction on income; we 
just trusted God.”
 
In Oklahoma, Jonathan 
dove head-first into ministry 
work. He also launched Hill 
Engineering Group. For the first 

five years, Jonathan ran Hill Engineering 
Group on a smaller level and was the lead 
pastor at Church Ablaze. In 2013, he stepped 
back into engineering full-time.
 
In Service

In 2021, Jonathan is celebrating 25 years of 
experience in structural engineering. Hill 
Engineering Group handles both residen-
tial and commercial structural engineering 
inspections and design. Property buyers, 
sellers, and investors are Jonathan’s pri-
mary clients, as he often conducts inspec-
tions. His extensive background in structural 
design allows him to frequently help clients 
with remodels and new construction.
 
“I would want a real estate agent to know 
that I love to help people,” Jonathan says. 
“When I get the assignment to look at some-
body’s house, I look at it like I was going to 
live in it. I do my best to explain complicated 
things in simple terms. I listen to my clients 
and address their needs before I share with 
them my own observations.”
 

When I 
get the 

assignment 
to look at 

somebody’s 
house, 

I look at it 
like I was 
going to 
live in it.

“
Jonathan provides detailed reports 
so agents and buyers can make 
informed decisions about their 
purchases. He also understands that 
real estate is a time-sensitive indus-
try and is accustomed to accommo-
dating short turnaround times.
 
The Ministry of Life

Jonathan is still heavily involved 
in ministry work. He is one of the 
elders at Church Ablaze and remains 
engaged with Eye to Eye Marriage. 
Perhaps his greatest passion is men-
toring young boys and men. He runs 
a group called ManCave, where he 
bands together young men to instill 
Godly principles of manhood. He’s 
on the board of Willow Springs 
Boys Ranch, where they change 
the lives of boys at risk by 
providing them with a strong 
home environment founded on 
love. He’s the board chairman 
of Restore OKC, an organiza-
tion that facilitates sustained 
solutions to the school, 
food, job, and housing 
inequities on the northeast 
side of Oklahoma City. 
Additionally, he is a frequent 
speaker and volunteer at 

Camp Shiloh, a summer camp 
for urban youth.

 
“I love structural 

engineering, but 
it’s really a front 

to fund and help 
the commu-
nity, to make 
an impact. At 
least 25% of 

our net income 
goes to these 

organizations,” 
Jonathan says.

 




