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Looking for great gift ideas?
• Swags • Knives • Pocket knives • Hats 
• Clothing (Ariats, Ringers Western, Wranglers, 
 Thomas Cook, Just Country) Belts, Ariats  

and Blundstone Boots ... and more!

CHRISTMAS IS NEAR

With all the rain in recent weeks and ongoing public 
works undertaken in McHattan Park over the year, 
it may have gone unnoticed that ‘Weather Signs’ is 
back up and running. This iconic fountain, made by 
Stephen King in 1995, has now been fully restored. 
At 6.2 metres, this poetic allegory to the resilience of 
country people has become synonymous with Walcha 
and a favourite with tourists. It is the work that has 
gone on to inspire the story that has become the Open 
Air Gallery.
Restoration included painting, plumbing, electrics and 
lighting along with the re-pointing of the stone work, 
ensuring it will stand for another 25 years and more 
as the centre piece of the park.
Now, along with extensions to the picnic shed, a 
barbeque, new benches, paths and bin surrounds, the 
park has the added feature of a public drinking fountain. 
Commissioned by Projects at Council, this inspired 
work, ‘Headwaters’, is a collaboration between local 
artist Mark Walker from ‘Makers in Metal’ and James 
Rogers. Adam Dark was instrumental with plumbing 
knowledge and council staff were involved with advice 

and installation. With a little break in the weather, the 
lawn will get back in shape and complete the whole 
experience of the gem that is McHattan Park.
Locals may also have noticed two striking new 
additions to the plethora of works in our renowned 
Open Air Gallery. Positioned in front of the Walcha 
Guest House in Derby Street is ‘Faith’, 1992, a bronze 
sculpture by Melbourne artist Geoffrey Bartlett. While 
on the levee path, regular exercisers in the community 
would have noted ‘A Wing and a Prayer’, a stainless 
steel constructed kinetic sculpture joining the group of 
works along the river walk.
Both pieces were acquired as donations from ‘The 
Star Casino’ in Sydney through the Cultural Gifts 
program that the Arts Advisory Committee can utilize. 
Walcha’s Open Air Gallery acquired this program 
and its status as a ‘Public Collection’ from NSW 
Government authorities and the ATO a few years 
ago. Installation of these newly acquired sculptures 
was assisted by the team at Walcha Council and with 
the collection now at nearly 70 works, the Open Air 
Gallery is one of a kind. 

Restoration complete and 
new sculptures installed

 

CROSS
BROS
BUTCHERY 

Now taking 
meat orders 

for Christmas

6777 2239
crossbros@butcherywalcha.com

Opening Hours:
Monday – Thursday  
8.00am to 5.30pm

Friday 8.00am to 6.00pm

From left: Bronze sculpture ‘Faith in Derby Street, drinking fountain Headwaters located in McHattan Park,  
and situated on the levee pathway ‘A Wing and a Prayer’.
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By BRUCE RUTHERFORD
You wouldn’t know it unless you were told, but Summer is here! I think if I 
had a pile of fire wood at the back door the fire could have been roaring this 
last week. Daytime temperatures have been cool at best, with an easterly 
wind keeping any warmer weather at bay. If the BOM forecast plays out 
for the rest of December, we are going to finish the year cool and wet! 
More rain is forecast this week across much of the north of the state which 
is really frustrating for farmers who want to be sitting on a harvester. In 
the tablelands, the ground is saturated and it is not easy to find paddocks 
where stock can stand on dry ground. Even on a steeper gradient where 
there is a bulk of feed, water appears to have nowhere to go. It is such 
a contrast to the end of 2019 when the only available feed was coming 
from the back of a truck and water was getting very precious over such a 
significant area in eastern Australia.
Markets for rural commodities generally are finishing the year in a very 
healthy state. Wool prices have made a serious recovery from the depths 
of despair in mid 2020 when the Eastern Market Indicator (EMI) crashed 
below 900 c/kg. The EMI is currently around 1345c/kg and looking much 
stronger for the coming year, which is such great news for wool producers 
but there is a long way to go before the hats will be thrown in the air. Grain 
markets are also finishing the year on a positive note. With droughts in the 
northern hemisphere and export taxes in Russia creating supply havoc, 
wheat supplies globally are very tight. The price for APW hit $445 this week 
and even feed wheat prices are holding at levels above expectations. Other 
grains such as Canola are having a blinder with prices holding at historic 
highs around $900 per tonne, while sorghum prices are looking very bright 
at around $330 per tonne. Shipping space and availability are still a big 
problem for the grain industry and all importers and exporters. I noticed 
the PM had something to say about the problem this week, but the reality 
it is our ports are not reliable or efficient. Unions blame the poor levels of 
efficiency on the design and lack of planning around our ports, which I am 
sure there is probably some truth in. However, this has little to do with the 
ongoing dispute and wharfies are holding the country to ransom. Our ports 
have a poor reputation for efficiency globally and it is not all about design or 
equipment. It is hard to be sympathetic to the cause.
The EYCI has hit another all time high this week reaching 1111 c/kg. I am 
sure someone is going to be right soon and the cattle market will peak. 
However, rain in QLD, where it has been dry until now seems to be at least 
part of the reason why the market is finding new legs every week. Restockers 
have never seen a better season and the prospects of a huge summer and 
a lot of surplus feed is too much for them to hold back. There seems to 
be enormous confidence coming from restockers and they are fearless. 
Feedlotters are also going hard to secure numbers and I guess the thought 
of cheaper grain and a lower $Au is possibly giving them encouragement 
as we head into the end of the year. Feedlots have been competing on all 
weights of cattle, some for back grounding and others straight onto feed. 
They have been very competitive and seem very invested in keeping pens 
full. So now I am thinking that processors must surely be hurting and if not, 
they have been telling us lies for a long time! From all accounts 2022 is 
looking to be a good year for cattle producers.
This brings me to the sheep and lamb job which has also seen some records 
broken a couple of months ago when the eastern lamb indicator hit around 
940 c/kg. It is currently around 850 c/kg but that is still well above where it 
has been at this time of year in any other year. Interestingly enough, this 
also coincides with a rise in numbers to a point we have not seen for some 
years. Numbers are at seasonal highs when compared to recent years at 
the same time. Mutton seems to be following a very similar pattern with 
numbers and price. As with other commodities, next year looks to be on 
track for another good year in the sheep and lamb business.
This will be the last Traps for the year and what a year it has been! 2021 has 
been a year to remember in so many ways, especially for rural communities, 
with so much positivity around agriculture and then so much insecurity 
around COVID and what that has brought to our lives. In small towns like 
Walcha, we have been in the best place possible, and continue to be so in 
my view. Hopefully state borders will not prevent you from getting together 
with all your family and friends for Christmas and I look forward to getting 
back in mid-January after a break. Happy Christmas to all!

CHRISTMAS 
ORDER FORMS 
NOW AVAILABLE
BEAUTIFUL HAMPERS 
& FRESH PRODUCE 
OPEN FROM 6:30AM 6 DAYS A WEEK 

PH: 02 6777 2977
E: THEFRUITSHOPWALCHA@OUTLOOK.COM

CHRISTMAS 
ORDER FORMS 

NOW AVAILABLE
BEAUTIFUL HAMPERS 

& FRESH PRODUCE 
OPEN FROM 6:30AM 6 DAYS A WEEK 

PH: 02 6777 2977
E: THEFRUITSHOPWALCHA@OUTLOOK.COM
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Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Walcha Rotarians rolled up their sleeves last Monday 
and lovingly packed 120 backpacks for children 
entering foster care around the region.  
The Simon’s Just 4 U backpacks started as an idea 
from 10 year old Simon Wellings for children less who 
enter foster care and often don’t have any belongings. 
Walcha Rotary Club have taken this project onboard 
and have been fundraising to reach their target of 
$25,000 which will allow them to purchase and pack 
the 340 backpacks that are needed across the New 
England and North West. “We have so far raised just 
over $20,000, so we have a little way to go,” Rotary 
Club of Walcha President, Andrew Corlette said.
The Director of Community Services for New 
England, Nathanial Taylor, travelled from Tamworth 
to witness the packing and thank the Walcha Rotary 

Club for their commitment to this project. “Your 
generosity and hard work will help children right 
across the district, not just in the Walcha community,” 
he said.  
Hundreds of hours have been dedicated to the 
project by Walcha Rotary this year, raising funds, 
and sourcing products to fill the backpacks. Children 
entering foster care will be surprised with their gift, 
which includes clothes, pyjamas, toiletries, torch, soft 
toy, activity books, stationery and a note from Simon 
Wellings, as well as the Rotary Club.  Simon and his 
family are still very much a part of the project, with 
Simon acting as a consultant to give the club ideas 
of what they should include in the backpacks. It is an 
extremely successful project which the Rotary Club 
would like to continue into the future.

Packing backpacks to help those in need

Contact: Mat Larkings 0427 002 427 

Miles Archdale 0428 660 326 
Simon Newton 0467 660 320   

FRIDAY  
10 DECEMBER

Bassett Cattle Co
65 NSM Angus Heifers

Christmas Trading Hours:
Closing at 1.00pm  
Friday 24 December
Reopening Tuesday 
4 January 2022

WISHING YOU 
ALL A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
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For all bookings:
phone, visit or email 

Walcha Library  
67742550 or

library@walcha.nsw.gov.au 

Walcha Council 
Summer Holiday Program

Ultimate Cubby House
STEM workshops at Walcha Library

Mon 24th Jan 
10.30am or 12pm

5-7 yr olds 

'The Big Joke Show'
with author Andy Jones

McHattan Park Thurs 23rd Dec 
10 - 10.30: Preschool & Kindy

11 - 12pm: All ages
Free BBQ lunch

1-2pm: Ages 10yrs+

Framed Art
Workshop

at Walcha Handmade
Ages Grade 4 +

Friday 14th Jan 10 -11.30am
Cost: $5

LEGO CLUB
at Walcha Library

Ages 6-10 yrs
Mon 17th Jan  2-4pm

Pool Inflatable Fun 
at Walcha Pool

 Sat 8th Jan 1-5pm
& Sat 22nd Jan 1-5pm 

Free entry
*Weather permitting

Christmas Storytime 
with Craft

at Walcha Farmers
Markets

McHattan Park
Saturday 18th Dec 

from 9.30am 

Storytime Splash 
at Walcha Pool

0-12 yrs 
Wednesday 12th Jan

11am - 12pm 
Stories, games &

activities
*Parental supervision

required

Resin Earring Workshop
at Walcha Handmade
Wed 19th Jan 
10.30 - 11.30am
Ages 10+   Cost: $5

Dive-in Disco 
at Walcha Pool

 Thursday 13th Jan 3-6pm 
Inflatable obstacle course,
games, prizes & DJ music 

Excursions
Stoney Aquapark 
Wed 19th Jan 
7am - 6pm

Ages 12 yrs+ $20pp

Tamworth Marsupial Park 
& Inflatable World

Fri 21st Jan  9am - 3pm
Ages 7-12 yrs 
Limited seats - bookings essential 

Collect your FREE  
Summer Reading Club kit

from Walcha Library

Basketball clinic & Space Jam
Movie

at Walcha Central MPC
 Friday 28th Jan

Clinic: ages 6+ from 3-5pm
Movie: all ages/families from 5pm 

This program was supported by the Office for Regional
Youth Holiday Break program and NSW Government 

KIDS GAMES - CHRISTMAS EDITION 
For school years k-6   9.30 - 12.30 Monday & Tuesday 20 & 21st Dec 

Call Graham 67772539 or Ben 67772543 to register

Walcha Support Group is now in its 32nd year of operation. It’s a far cry 
from our very humble beginnings in 1989 when just a few people met to 
support each other.
Due to COVID we were unable to have our annual luncheon, when we 
normally thank those who donate to us. Funds ensure we can better 
support those who are ill in our community. We are supported in so 
many ways – our local clubs and individuals ensure we have enough 
funds; people donate home nursing items; professionals give their time 
and expertise; artists allow us to use their images for cards; community 
members alert us to those who may need support. We are so grateful for 
all the assistance given to us and we thank each and every person.
Our nursing aids are now housed in the community storage facility thanks 
to our Council, and these are available to borrow for short term or long 
term use. We also have a library of books at the WCCC – CDs, articles on 
health, well being and positivity. These can also be borrowed.
It would be wonderful to think there was not a need for a support group, 
but sadly people still become ill, often with life changing implications. 
Though we will never try to intrude, we would like to think we are there in 
the background.
We do not meet over the Christmas period, until late January, but contacts 
are: Carolyn Salter 6777 6566 (general) and Sue Reardon 6777 2716 and 
Lyn Burnell 6777 1441 (equipment) or any Support Group member.
Our thanks to this wonderful community once again for supporting the 
supporters, and we all wish you a healthy, safe and peaceful Christmas 
and holiday period.
Carolyn Salter – President

Art and Gin
Handcrafted by Glen Gowrie Distillery to celebrate the latest Walcha 
Gallery of Art (WGOA) exhibition by artist Kate Durack, is a beautiful 
limited edition bottle of Gin, called Le Jardin.
The bottle label features artwork by Kate, entitled Poppies on the Side 
2021, which is a 61 x 51cm oil on canvas painting currently hanging at the 
WGOA. Making a great Christmas gift, this bottle can be purchased online 
at for $85.00 at www.glengowriedistillery.com.au. 
Also on exhibition at the WGOA are beautiful Encaustic Wax paintings by 
artist Liz Priestley from Manilla. The process is a layering technique using 
hot bees wax and coloured pigments to create an image. It is an ancient 
painting technique that has been used for centuries.

Di Bazeley, Diana Lisle and Margaret Cawley.

Diana receives award
Sixty five members, along with guests, attended the Walcha Garden 
Club Christmas lunch on Friday 3 December at Norm and Di Bazeley’s 
home, ‘Elswick Park’. Club President, Di Bazeley, presented Diana 
Lisle with the Garden Clubs of Australia  Ann Williams Clark medallion 
for her service to the Walcha Garden Club and community. 
Diana’s involvement includes Secretary of the Club for eleven years, 
head of the Walcha Show Society Horticulture section for six years, 
and assisting with the organisation of Walcha Garden Festival 
Committee from 2002 to 2016. Diana and husband Steve, also 
opened their former garden, ‘Hartford’ for many functions to raise 
money for charity, including the Walcha Garden Festival. Over the 
past 10 years she has been the contributor to Apsley Advocate‘s 
Garden Clippings column, as well as a regular gardening advisor on 
ABC New England Northwest’s radio Gardening Australia program 
for the past two years.

 
Top left: Le Jardin Gin bottle and label. Right: Artist Kate Durak.

Bottom: Damien Timbs, Carly McLaren, Jock McLaren, Lisa Kirton  
and Simone Timbs at the exhibition opening.
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St Patrick’s P&F High Country Long Lunch
On Saturday 27 November, over 300 people attended 
St Patrick’s School’s annual Long Lunch. While a few 
extra layers were required, everyone had a wonderful 
time. St Patrick’s P&F would like to thank Walcha 
Council and the community for their support, along 
with the Goverment’s Rural Resilience Program.

Top row from left: Rhonda and Gary Olrich, Colleen Green 
and Jenny Lisle, Sally and Paul Pittman, Trina Fletcher 
and Alex Blomfield, Sarah Rose, Shelley Relf and Emma 
Goodwin. Bottom row: Sally Munday and Nicole Stace, Tai 
Wicks, Larissa Wall and Kylie Dunn.

Visit winterbournewindfarm.com.au  
or call 1800 252 040 to learn more

These open days will provide an opportunity to learn 
about the Winterbourne Wind Farm project and speak 
to our project team. We will have information about 
the environmental and technical studies we have 
completed for the proposed wind farm, including 
biodiversity, noise, visual, transport, and heritage, as 
well as information about project construction, jobs, 
and the public benefit fund.

We want to hear your feedback. Details for the 
Community Open Days are as follows:

You’re Invited to a Community Open Day

Venue
Walcha Bowling and Recreation Club,  
14E Croudace St, Walcha

Session 1 Friday, 10 December 2021, 12 pm – 6 pm

Session 2 Saturday, 11 December 2021, 9 am – 3 pm

WinterbourneWind will host two Community Open Days to provide 
information about the proposed wind farm project.
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Walcha Central School presents

3.30pm onwards: FREE ATTRACTIONS including

Bungee Hungry Hippo, Big Ball Wipeout, Putt Putt Golf,

Giant Skittles and Chocolate Toss. 

5pm: 'Slime the Mayor Eric Noakes', and 

'Slime Walcha Central's Deputy Principal, 

Mr Ussher'.

5.30pm: FREE SLIME FUN RUN in the 

Show Ring (wear a white t-shirt).

Music by Adam & Eve.

BBQ food and drinks 

available.   

A  f e s t i v a l  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  W a l c h a  c o m m u n i t y .

FESTIVAL FRIDAY

WALCHA

SHOWGROUNDS

Friday 10 December,

3.30pm - 6.30pm.
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

  SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 |  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557

REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

• Four bedroom with built in robes, ensuite to main 
• Spacious living/lounge area with woodfire and gas
• Open kitchen/dining area 
• Bathroon with shower and tub
• Family room with access to garage and home
• Double garage with internal access to home
• Fully equipped licensed bore
•  Large second shed with roller doors,  

concrete floor and power.

LOVELY BRICK AND TILE HOME

All this for
$580,000

Very spacious block

26
75

m
2

It’s time to get slimed!
This Friday, December 10, the Walcha Showgrounds will become a slime battleground 
for the Festival Friday Slime Spectacular, and Walcha’s Mayor Eric Noakes will be right 
in the middle of it. 
Starting at 3.30pm this community festival organised by Walcha Central School will 
include free attractions such as Bungee Hungry Hippo, Big Ball Wipeout, Putt Putt Golf, 
Giant Skittles and a big inflatable obstacle course. 
At 5.00pm Walcha’s Mayor will be auctioned off to be covered with slime by the highest 
bidder, with all proceeds going to Walcha Central’s P&C. A long line of selected students 
will then take their opportunity to slime Walcha Central’s Deputy Principal, Ben Ussher 
in front of the crowd.   
The Show Ring will then be transformed 
for the Slime Spectacular at 5.30pm. 
Everyone in the community who would 
like to take part are encouraged to wear 
a white shirt, throw a towel over the car 
seats and come ready to walk, climb 
and crawl through the Slime course. Our 
Slime marshals will be ready to blast 
them with colourful, sloppy slime! 
Barbeque food, zooper doopers, hot 
and cold drinks, and snacks will all be 
available for purchase, and Adam and 
Eve will be taking requests for everyone’s 
favourite tunes. A COVID-19 safety plan 
will be in place. Attendees aged 16+ will 
need to show proof of vaccination at 
the main gate. This event is funded by 
a PHN Hunter New England & Central 
Coast Bushfire Recovery Grant. Join 
the community for an afternoon of fun!

	To ETE services for so generously 
supplying machines to help with the High 
Country Long Lunch.

	To Marchant Bros for so generously 
supplying machines to help with the High 
Country Long Lunch.

	To Anne Martin at the Commonwealth Bank 
for her wonderful customer service.

	To Adam at the bigblackbuilding for his 
great concept and pleasant manner.

	To Ganesh and the Apsley Arms Hotel, 
delicious Nepalese food packed with 
flavour, but not too spicy Definitely worth 
taking the family.

	To Debbie Richards, Tony Asmus, Phyllis 
Hoy, Ben Ussher and all our friends of 
Walcha, that helped us celebrate our 
Wedding on Friday Night.

 To only having one green bin collection for 
the month of December.

 To Walcha Road residents not being 
allowed to vote on Saturday at Woolbrook.

Contributions will be received in person, 
by phone or email and must include your 
name and contact details. They will be 
printed at the discretion of the editor.
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The map of Wards is too large to print in The Advocate, but can be accessed on the NSW Electoral website.  
However, all residents of Walcha Council are required to vote in the Referendum,  

CULVERT PIPE
FOR SALE 

STEEL PIPES
5 Lengths only

$3,500 + GST each
12 m long

560 mm Internal diameter
9mm thick

PHONE JIM 0419 105 644

Kids Games ‘Christmas 
Edition’ on these holidays
Whether it’s the rain lately or COVID we’ve missed getting 
together in various ways and I am sure we are all very thankful 
that restrictions are starting to ease.
Touch footy has started up again and events have returned 
to Walcha and it has been great to see people out and about 
enjoying community.
This Christmas the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches are 
running a special two day Kids Games program on the 20 and 
21 December from 9:30am – 12:30pm. Like a lot of things that 
have had to change and adapt to the reality of COVID, our 
annual Kids Games week has not been able to run during the 
October school holidays for the past two years. For the past 12 
years a team of people have come from Sydney to Walcha to 
help run this much loved week, with around 70 – 80 children 
from our community coming together on each of the days. 
So even though the team can’t come to town, we are still making 
the most of the opportunity to get together and celebrate this 
Christmas. There will be activities, games, craft, bible stories 
and food as we cater for all kids from Kindergarten through to 
Year 6. All of this will be happening at the Anglican Church Hall 
at no cost.
Spaces are limited so you need to 
register your child before the event. 
You can do that through the QR 
code here or at https://forms.gle/
GMCWuTSuBZyFbvrD6
For information please call Graham 
Barnes on 6777 2539 or Ben France 
on 0439 728 310.

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  

needs

About the role
Presbyterian Aged Care is currently seeking 
a Maintenance Officer to perform routine 
preventative maintenance at our Walcha 
Facility. As the Maintenance Officer, you will 
support general and preventative maintenance 
of our aged care facility. You will have a key 
part in ensuring the facility is compliant with 
standards, well maintained and a home-like 
environment for residents. This is a permanent 
part time opportunity working 48 hours per 
fortnight either Monday to Wednesday 8 hours 
per day or Monday to Thursday 6 hours per 
day.
Key responsibilities
• Service and repair nurse call bell systems, 

and other minor electrical equipment.
• Attend to all minor plumbing problems
• Minor repairs to facility equipment
• Inspect, operate, and test machinery and 

equipment in order to diagnose machine 
malfunctions.

• Use tools ranging from common hand and 
power tools, such as hammers, hoists, 
saws, drills, and wrenches, to precision 
measuring instruments and electrical and 
electronic testing devices.

• Routine maintenance of grounds including, 
clearing rubbish, removing leaves and 
debris on paths, driveways, car parks and 
service areas.

Essential Criteria
• Ability to work safely in an environment that 

supports aged people
• Previous experience as a Maintenance 

Officer or Handyman

• Strong communication skills and high 
attention to detail

• Ability to work both in a team and 
autonomously

Relevant Trade/Building qualifications
Previous experience with electrical and/or 
plumbing maintenance (highly desirable)
What we can offer you
As an employee at PAC, you are rewarded 
and recognised for you work, and you’ll have 
access to a range of perks and benefits. Some 
benefits include:
• A supportive environment committed to 

providing excellent care and services to our 
residents and clients

• The opportunity to join an organisation 
that strives to make a genuine positive 
difference for our clients and residents, our 
people and our community

• On-going training and development 
opportunities

How to apply
Email gkington@pcnsw.org.au to apply or call 
0490 500 415 for more information.
Employment with PAC is subject to satisfactory 
background checks which include a National 
Police Check and Reference Checks.  To be 
successful in this role you must hold valid 
working rights in Australia
Please note: a current flu vaccination is 
required to work at Presbyterian Aged Care 
and from 17 September 2021, a COVID-19 
vaccination will also become a requirement of 
employment.

PRESBYTERIAN AGED CARE
MAINTENANCE OFFICER
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Tennis
Round 9 of the Spring Comp was a washout. Semi-final 
teams playing this week are 1st Bolt: Ben Clifton, Michael 
Lockyer, Nick Buckland, Roxana Mathews. 2nd Barty: 
Kris Wall, Kimberley Lisle, Charlotte Lyon, Michael Wall. 
3rd Millman: Allan Goodwin, Craig Ireland, Safina Ireland, 
Troy Tape. 4th Nadal: Ed Blomfield, Trev Gibson, Matthew 
Ireland, Ann Pendlebury. Good luck to all players.
Junior Tennis: 35 enthusiastic children lined up to play in 
the Junior Tennis Clinic/Comp, aged from 7 to 14 all with 
different abilities. A couple of matches were played, Alex 
Gunn and Jack Lisle drew with Koby Brennan and Leo 
Blomfield, Layla Smith and Olivia Mckenna def Freddie 
Street and Nixon Smith. A new initiative, ‘Hot Shots’ is up 
and running with eight 7 year old’s keen to play.
Thanks to all the parents who helped umpire and everyone 
that worked hard to get the event up and running. A Junior 
Tennis Clinic will be held in January and another Comp is 
planned for 2022. Both will be advertised in the Advocate 
and posted on the Tennis Club Facebook page, stay 
posted. Thanks to Betty Sweeney and our Club President 
Hyde Thomson who both have a strong passion for 
developing and encouraging our Junior players.
The next Club meeting will be held on Monday 13 
December 6.30pm. All members are welcome to attend. 
See you all at the net soon.  

At the Nineteenth
Two dozen players teed off last Sunday for a prize supplied 
by Ross King, where Lee Fletcher ran out the winner after 
accumulating 35 stableford points. Runner-up was Chris 
Bruce who racked up 34, while the remaining sweepstakes 
went to Club Secretary Jenny Lisle and Jock McLaren, both 
on 33, Michael Stackman and Peter Berry both 31, Col Berry 
30, while Jack O’Hara, Lachie Fletcher and David Sweeney 
all finished on 29 after counting out Owen Presnell.
All competitors played the front nine holes twice due to the 
back nine being closed due to the recent rain. Organisers 
are hopeful of some reasonable weather conditions this 
week, especially with two days of golf this weekend.
Last Saturday John McLaren compiled 19 points to win 

the 9 Hole competition from Allan Laurie on 17, whereas 
Pauline Carter was the Ladies winner after registering 13 
points. NTP on 3 went to Deon Lawrence.
This Saturday is the Annual Ann Berry 3 Person Ambrose 
scheduled for 9.30am registration for 10am start. Sunday is 
the 4BBB Medley where Brendan Blake from New England 
Taxation Services will be donating a trophy. Tee of time on 
Sunday is 1.00pm due to presentations afterwards, which 
will include nibbles and drinks at a cost of $5 per player.

Cricket
Last Saturday Colts leapt to the lead of the competition 
after they defeated Kentucky by eight wickets at John 
Oxley Sportsground. Played on synthetic due to the recent 
wet weather, Kentucky were dismissed for 60 runs in their 
20th over. Colts opener Randy Grewal sent down his 
maximum four overs to capture 3/2 including three wickets 
in 10 deliveries and received valuable support from Matt 
Fletcher 3/10, Tommy LeStrande 2/15 both off four overs 
each whereas Bateson Pittman took 1/19 off three overs. 
Three Kentucky batters reached double figures, Bill 
Duncan batting at number 11 scored 13 runs. Michael 
Boyd 12 not out and Hamish Ward 11. 
In reply Colts passed their assignment with six overs up 
their sleeve after Grewal hit game high unbeaten 23 batting 
at number four and also took a catch earlier in the day. Little 
wonder he was judged Player of the Match. He had good 
back up from openers Ed Blomfield 22 and Stu Halliday 18 
while Paul Pittman remained 4 not out. 
For Kentucky Henry Carlon and Toby Ireland both picked 
up a wicket each. 

In the other match Uralla forfeited to Round Swamp. ER 
Brazel Memorial Player of the season points – 3 Randy 
Grewal, 2 Tommy LeStrande, 1 Hamish Ward. This 
Saturday Round 5 Colts v Uralla at Peter Fenwicke Oval 
and Kentucy v Round Swamp at John Oxley Sportsground. 
Kentucky v Colts
Colts
E BLOMFIELD c E Ward, b H Carlon .............................22
S HALLIDAY c J Gibson, b T Ireland ...............................18
P PITTMAN no ...................................................................4
R GREWAL no  ................................................................23
Total 2/74. 
Sundries 13, Total 158. Bowling (overs / maidens / runs /  
wickets) P Boyd 2-0-9-0, E Ward 2-0-5-0, J Gibson 2-1-13-
0, C Boyd 2-0-12-0, H Carlon 2-0-5-1, J Ireland 2-0-14-1, 
H Ward 1-0-15-0.
Kentucky
B JEX b R Grewal ..............................................................1
P BOYD c Grewal, b M Fletcher ........................................8
J GIBSON c P Frewin, b R Grewal ....................................0
C BOYD b R Grewal ..........................................................2
T IRELAND  b M Fletcher ..................................................1
R MORTIMER c T Lestrande, b J Sherrin ........................0
H CARLON b M Fletcher  ..................................................0
H WARD c P Pittman, b T Lestrande ..............................11
M BOYD no ......................................................................12
E WARD b T Lestrande ......................................................0
B DUNCAN c J Sherrin, b B Pittman  ..............................13
Total 60. P Frewin 2-0-4-0, R Grewal 4-2-2-3, M Fletcher 
4-1-10-3, J Sherrin 3-0-5-0, T Lestrande 4-0-15-2 and  
B Pittman 3-0-19-1.
Sport continued on page 10 >

It was fantastic being able to celebrate a 
successful (albeit shortened) season! Thank 
you to Bez (with some help from Charlie Keen) 
for decorating and setting up the night –hugely 
appreciated. 
We are looking forward to the AGM on Thursday 
16 December 7.00pm at The Commercial, to 
start preparing for an even better 2022. 

We would love to see some new (and old) 
faces in attendance as we have a few positions 
being vacated. If you would like to have a say 
about the club or some input, this is a great 
opportunity. Please RSVP to Anna (anna.
thew@hotmail.com) if you plan to attend, so 
food and seats can be sorted.

Walcha Rams 2021 Presentation Night Congratulations to 2021 Award Winners: 
First Grade Best and Fairest:  
Winner Sam Agar, Runner-Up: Lachie Holz 
and Ed Churchill 
First grade Players Player:  
Wally Davidson 
Reserve Grade Best and Fairest:  
Winner Toby Marshall, Runner-Up Ross 
Monie 
Reserve Grade Players Player:  
Jack Ticehurst
U19 Best and Fairest:  
Winner Matt Tisdell, Runner-Up Charlie 
McLaren 
Best Defensive Player: Ed Churchill 
Most Improved Player: Sam Agar 
Best Trainer: Edgar Bragg 
Highest point scorer: Dom Bower 
The Harry: Andrew Eliott 
The Lynchy: Lachlan Fletcher
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Flippers
Swimming Club members endured another ordinary day 
weather wise last week, but once again there were some 
very good individual performances handed in. 
Registrations are currently sitting at 93 members which 
included 21 new additions to the club. 
No less than five swimmers collected the maximum points 
last week. Hannah Marchant, Ella Lynch, Kobi Evans, 
Hunter O’Connell and Cody Wellings. After one week 
PB’s are already at 43. Movers and shakers for Week 
3 are Kobi Evans and Leo Blomfield from Tadpoles to 
Frogs, Albert Green from Tadpoles to Turtles and Wyatt 
Hayton from Frogs to Turtles. New swimmers Brydie Elks 
swam her way directly into the Turtles, while Nixon Smith 
leapfrogged Tadpoles into Frogs. Swimmer of the Week 
is Kobi Evans after gaining full points from three PB’s in 
freestyle, backstroke and breastroke all over 25m as well 
as advancing up a division.

Roos 
The writing may be on the wall for the Walcha Rubgy 
League after only a handful of people turned up for the 
Walcha Roos players and supporters day at the Bowling 
Club. There’ll have to be a huge turnaround in interest if 
the Roos are going to field teams in any comp next year.

Ladies Bowls
Last Thursday several ladies played an enjoyable game 
of bowls. Best wishes to President Pam for a speedy 
recovery following her operation. Names need to be in 
tomorrow for the Christmas Party on 16 December.

Bowls
2022 Championship nomination forms are now on the 
board with noms closing on 30 December. All names 
are to be in before this date for draws to be done early 
January. Dads Army: Ten players nominated for Dads 
Army on Thursday afternoon and were graded into a 
game of triples and a game of pairs. The father and son 
combination of Tony and Jason Asmus revelled in the 
sunny conditions to defeat Eric O’Keefe and John Watts 
24 – 10. In the game of triples Brian Goodwin, Warwick 
Hogan and John McCormack won the last three ends to 
sneak home 16 – 12 over Fred Henry, Mick Bullen and 
Crichton Barr. Tony and Jason won the “chooks”, while 
Warwick Hogan and Max Holstein won the raffles.

Thank You
Charlie Szpitalak and Mary & Dick Bowden 
and their families would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who offered messages of comfort, 
sent cards and flowers, and cooked for us after 
the passing of our dear wife, mother, daughter, 
sister, aunty and nanny, Vicki Szpitalak. 

For Sale
Three billy goats, 4 mths old. Two white and 
one with colour. $15ea. Phone 0476 500 542.

Funeral Notice
CAIN: Peter Robert

Formerly of Gwandalan Lake Macquarie,
late of Walcha.

Much loved husband of Heather.
Loving father of Jennifer, Pamela, Andrew  
and Geoffrey. Loved father in-law of John, 
Tracy and Kerri. Loving Pa and Grandpa of 
Dyan, Dunstan, Geoffrey, Aidan, Matthew, 
Zachary and Nakia. Loving Great Grandpa 
of Tyler, Nathan, Timinka and Leah. Loved 

brother of Barbara and Thelma. Loved uncle 
and very good mate to many.

Aged 88 years
“How are you going Peter?” 

“Up the Putty”
Family and friends are invited to Peter’s 

service, to be held in the Hillside Chapel of 
Palmdale Crematorium, 57 Palmdale Rd, 
Palmdale on Friday 10 December 2021 
commencing at 12.30pm, followed by  

afternoon tea at the Gwandalan  
Bowling Club at 2.30pm.

The livestream link to view Peter’s service 
is www.palmdalegroup.com.au. Click on 

scheduled Funerals and follow the prompts 
from the dropdown box.

There will be an opportunity for people to 
share memories and stories about Peter.
A memorial service for Peter will be held  

in Walcha with details available next week.
Mannings Funeral Home 

87 Victoria Rd, Rozelle NSW 2039
Australian, Family owned and operated

02 9555 7551

David McGuffog
2nd December 2021

Beloved wife of Shirley. Dearly loved father of 
Anne, Andrew and Trina. Grandfather of Luke, 

Petrina, Erin & James.
Brother to Ian (dec), John (dec), Elaine,  

Ross & Jennifer and their families.
Aged 80 years

Memorial Service Wednesday 8th December 
11.30am at St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 

Walcha. 

In Memoriam
In Loving Memory

Denise Rena Morris
18 Oct 1942 - 4 Dec 2013

Those we love don’t go away 
They walk beside us everyday

Unseen, unheard, but always near 
Still loved, still missed & forever dear

Mark & Karen, Garry & Lorraine and their 
families and loving brother Brian

Public Notices
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

WALCHA SURGERY PRACTICE
Phone 6777 2068   0429 668 583

Public Notices cont.
Walcha Gun Club Christmas Shoot – 
Sunday 12 Dec, 10.00am. All licensed 
shooters welcome. COVID rules apply. BBQ 
lunch and refreshments available.

Preschool 2022 
ORIENTATION DAY
All families who have children 
enrolled in preschool for 2022 
(or are thinking about it) are 
invited to attend the orientation 
day on Saturday 22nd January 2022, 10am 
– 12pm at the Preschool. 
This day is to introduce your child to the 
preschool environment, and to give them 
an opportunity to explore and settle in with 
you there. You can attend for 10 minutes or 2 
hours – it is up to you!  Many of the preschool 
staff will be there so come along and meet 
our educators and enjoy a relaxing few 
hours in our preschool. This is also a great 
opportunity to ask any questions that you 
may have.
Enrolments are now open and can be 
completed online by going to http://www.
walcha.nsw.gov.au/community/children-
young-people/walcha-preschool.aspx.
Paper enrolment forms are available at the 
preschool during normal opening hours. 
Children need to be three to attend preschool. 
Enrolments will be taken and places held for 
children turning three before 31st July 2022. 
Children turning three after this date will be 
able to attend if vacancies exist, but places 
will not be held for them. Council will be 
answering any questions you may have, and 
providing information about fees, subsidies, 
bus days, extended hours and the preschool 
program that is based on the Early Years 
Learning Framework. For enquiries please 
call Alice on 02 6774 2500.
Barry Omundson
General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha 2354

Lost
“Belle” 

A Blue Heeler missing from 
just east of Walcha on the 

Oxley Hwy since
 30 November. Please 
phone 0427 772 542.

THe offices of  
Patterson, Byfield & Bryen

Will be closed for the Christmas  
New Year Holidays from 

5pm Wed 22nd Dec 2021 
and will reopen at  
8:30am Monday 10th Jan 2022

The principal and staff wish you 
all a very Happy Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year
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Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold Licence No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING &  
EXCAVATION SERVICES

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Kurrajong Plumbing 
and Heating
• Plumber • Drainer • Gas Fitter • Metal Roofer 
Michael Killen Lic No 284315C

Ph 0432 695 894  mkillen62@gmail.com

ANGUS 
CRAWFORD 
PLUMBING
0407 192 192
A_C_P@outlook.com
Licence. 313605C

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

P u r c e l l
CONTRACT SPRAYING
LANDCRUISER UTE, 14M GRAYTILL BOOM

GPS GUIDED AUTO STEER

Chris Purcell  0408 332 896

JAMES – 0488 020 762

Mowers & Ride-ons  Chainsaws
Pumps  Brush cutters & more

Servicing & repairing
all types of  outdoor power equipment

ANGLICAN 
7:30am Holy Communion, 10:00am Family Service. 
COVID restrictions apply.
Please contact the church on 6777 2543 or email 
walchaanglican@gmail.com for details.

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third 
parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. 
The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy of the 
information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and 
other correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM. Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087
Call 0456 185 304 

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.
drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com Lic No. 00000

DBE
DREW BIRD ELECTRICAL

DBE
DREW BIRD ELECTRICAL

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.

Phone 0456 185 304 
Email drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com

RURAL. DOMESTIC. COMMERCIAL.

Phone 0456 185 304 
Email drewbirdelectrical@gmail.com

Colour logo

Business Card / Magnet options

Black and White logo

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

SOLICITORS 
PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN 
James Levingston - Sophie Thomson

■ Conveyancing ■ Wills ■ Family Law 

■ Power of  Attorneys ■ Estates
■ Traffic Offences

Ph 6777 2066  Fax 6777 2959
Email: pbbwalcha@northnet.com.au 

LOCAL FIRM – OVER 60YRS IN THE COMMUNITY 

PARTOS
CONTRACTING

• Hecton fast, efficient and versatile sheep handler
• Dagging, crutching (half and full belly)
• Foot trimming, vaccinating, wool sampling
• Mouthing, eye wigging
• handles wide range of stock sizes
• Stock held in a comfortable position
• Full access to underside of animal

Lynden 0499 477 716 • Karina 0456 189 275
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Ewe Beauty
at New Beginnings Hair Salon

0418 827 088

9am - 5.30pm 
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
For all your beauty needs



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024    marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

Freight & Transport 

Machinery Float 

Road building and maintenance 

Dam maintenance and construc�on  

Firebreaks  ll  Drilling ll  Trenching ll  S�ck Raking 

Mulching  ll  Fence Clearing  ll  General Earthworks 

Erosion Control ll  Site Prepara�on 

Electrical ll  Pipe Laying 

10� Slashing 

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, 
COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

www.eteservices.com.au  

Ian Notley 04188 29188 

Mark Notley 0422 637 686 

Office 02 6777 6595 

WALCHA

Do you live in Walcha Shire? 
If so you MUST be a member 
to enter the Club. 
Social Membership  ................  $15 
Full Membership  .................. $105

Monday to Wednesday 4.00pm to close
Thursday 12 midday to close  
Friday 2.00pm to close 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to close
Phone 6777 2077

members members 
drawdraw

$300
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER YOU MUST BE A MEMBER 

FOR 2021/2022 TO BE FOR 2021/2022 TO BE 
ELIGIBLE TO WINELIGIBLE TO WIN

CLUB WILL BE CLOSED 
FOR A PRIVATE 

FUNCTION 
5pm Saturday 11th Dec

 & also 18th Dec.  

Thursday 9
9.00 for 9.30am9.00 for 9.30am Ladies Bowls  Ladies Bowls 
1.00pm1.00pm SOCIAL BOWLS - All welcome SOCIAL BOWLS - All welcome

Friday 10
2.00pm2.00pm BINGO BINGO
5.30pm 5.30pm Twilight Bowls commences Twilight Bowls commences 
6.00pm6.00pm BISTRO BISTRO

Beer battered flathead filletsBeer battered flathead fillets
French chicken rissoles with French chicken rissoles with 

mustard saucemustard sauce
Beef & maple bacon burgers & Beef & maple bacon burgers & 

sweet potato friessweet potato fries
NORMAL MENU & DESSERTS NORMAL MENU & DESSERTS 
TAKEAWAYS AVAILABLETAKEAWAYS AVAILABLE
7.00pm7.00pm FREE BINGO  FREE BINGO 
8.00pm8.00pm Meat and Veg Raffles followed  Meat and Veg Raffles followed 
by Members Drawby Members Draw

Saturday 11
6.00pm6.00pm BISTRO.  BISTRO. 

Sunday 12
MIDDAY MIDDAY - BISTRO- BISTRO

CHRISTMAS PARTIES6777 2077 or 
5722 6003

GOVERNMENT HEALTH 
REGULATION

Customers must produce proof 
of Double vaccination on entry

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

• 2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•   4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays 

Full auto Rate Control 
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped 
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting


