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Following a very competitive recruitment 
process involving rigorous assessments 
and interviews, the Councillors of Walcha 
Shire Council have reached a unanimous 
decision to appoint a new General Manager. 

The Council had received significant interest 
in the role with an impressive field of twenty 
three candidates.  There was a very good 
mix of representation from government, 
local government and the private sector 
– with three candidates from overseas – 
Indonesia, Fiji and Hong Kong, four from 
Queensland, two from Victoria, and fourteen 
from NSW.

The Council Recruitment Panel first selected 
six candidates for interview and prior to 
interview two had to withdraw after they had 
been offered roles elsewhere.  The panel 
proceeded to interview four  candidates 
and then all Councillors conducted a final 
interview with two candidates.  Arising from 
that interview Mr Barry Omundson, currently 
the Chief Executive Officer of the Fiji Water 
Corporation has been offered the position.  
Barry has accepted the offer and he and his 
wife, Toni, will move to the Shire to take up 
the role in late June or early July.

Barry has been the CEO of the Fiji Water 
Corporation since 2019 and prior to that 
position Barry has impressive experience 
in local government – at the Central 
Coast Council in Tasmania as Director 
of Community Services, at Whitsunday 
Regional Council in Queensland as 
CEO, and at Mackay Regional Council in 
Queensland as CEO.   He has a strong 
professional side as a professional engineer, 
at Maranoa Regional Council in Queensland 
as Director Infrastructure Services, and as 
Executive Manager Operations at Cradle 
Mountain Water in Tasmania.

Barry has impressive academic 
qualifications – a Master of Business 
Administration from the Southern Cross 
University in Lismore, NSW, a Diploma 
of Engineering from the Department of 
Defence ACT, and a Company Directors 
Diploma from the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors.

Mr Omundson has been appointed on a five 
year performance based contract and will 
enter into a performance agreement within 
three months of commencing in the role.

Mayor Eric Noakes said, “The appointment 
of Barry Omundson was a unanimous 
decision of the Council and reflects the very 
rigorous process conducted in evaluating 
candidates and the dedication of my fellow 
Councillors in undertaking this important 
task.  It’s an exciting period for Walcha, with 
so many challenges and opportunities being 
addressed by the Councillors and staff.  It 
is also very exciting that we have been 
able to attract a highly experienced local 
government general manager like Barry 
Omundson to the role.”

“In welcoming Barry and Toni I know the 
Walcha community will give them strong 
support and encouragement as they 
become part of this wonderful region.  

“Barry has experience in both small and 
large local governments and his very wide 
knowledge of councils across Australia, 
and now in Fiji will I am sure prove most 
beneficial to our council.   Barry impressed 
the Councillors with his strong focus on 
and commitment to supporting staff and 

growing capacity, and his expertise in asset 
management and community development.”

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Chris Weber who has acted in the role in a 
most expert manner.”

Barry will move to the Shire in July with his 
wife Toni and they are keen to make our 
Shire their home.  Barry has this message 
for the Walcha staff and community: “I 
am extremely grateful to the Mayor and 
Councillors for choosing me as their next 
General Manager.  Whilst our time in Fiji has 
been most rewarding and we have left some 
dear and talented staff – indeed friends; we 
yearn to come home and to settle in Walcha.  
We look forward in time to buying a farm 
where we can accommodate our dogs and 
eat what we grow….”

“I have been very impressed with the vision 
of the Council and the quality of the services 
being provided.  It is clear the Council has a 
deeply committed staff group who not only 
live in the Shire but value the opportunity 
to give excellent customer service to their 
fellow residents.

I want to establish a very strong partnership 
across all departments – and I will be 
visiting the works staff as a first priority.  I 
want to ensure staff have the resources to 
do their job effectively and to support their 
professional goals, aspirations and growth. 

I started work as a 14 year old and joined 
the Navy as a 15 year old apprentice, a few 
years back. I have been fortunate in working 
with a number of good leaders in private 
and government organisations, having 
learnt much along the way.  I look forward to 
being able to bring this diverse experience 
to Walcha. 

“One of my first tasks will be to get out 
and about and meet as many community 
members as I can.  I want to hear what 
their Council can improve and they can be 
assured I am a good listener and will act 
upon my findings to build a better Shire.” 

Council appoints new 
General Manager

Walcha Shire Council’s newly appointed 
General Manager Barry Omundson
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By BRUCE RUTHERFORD

CONTRACT  
BOOM  
SPRAYING 
AVAILABLE

Contact Dave at Richardsons Walcha on  
0427 012 400 or drop in to see the team.

Winter has arrived. After what seems a very long May and a cold end to 
autumn, we are finally across the winter threshold and what it holds for 
us over the next few months. The BOM has released its forecasts for the 
coming months and they are for warmer than normal temperatures in the 
eastern states generally and higher rainfall than average across much of 
QLD, NSW and northern Vic. WA is going to remain dry with the exception 
of the north western corner where rainfall is expected to be above average. I 
hope they have that right, because so far it has been an early start to winter, 
and dry enough!
The cattle market is continuing to defy the odds and remains very strong 
across all categories. We have seen a softening of values for heavy export 
cattle in most markets over the last week or so, but they are still making 
plenty of money if you are in that space. The EYCI remains elevated and 
close to 900 c/kg at 891 c/kg as at 28/5. Feedlots continue to set the 
pace on suitable lines of heifers and steers, while restockers appear to 
have turned their attention to lighter weight weaner steers and heifers and 
pregnant breeding females. Individually there were some exceptional sales 
on Auctions Plus last week, with local cattle producers Glen Collin Pastoral 
Co selling a wonderful line up of EU Acc Angus feeder steers weighing an 
estimated 473kg LW for 501 c/kg. The same producer had a line of non-EU 
feeder steers passed in for 486 c/kg and sold later for a higher price. At 
Tenterfield a line of Wagyu FI mixed sex calves were sold for $2510 (strs 
weighing 266 kg) and $2140 (hfrs weighing 248 kg). At Tumut a line of 5 
yr old cows PTIC to Angus bulls sold for $4020. Breeding females were in 
strong demand with values week on week rising sharply.
I wish I could say the same for the lamb market, but values are erratic as 
numbers continue to come forward. Dry weather is affecting quality in some 
southern markets which in some regional sales, mutton prices have been 
quoted as high as the secondary lambs in dressed weight terms. The lamb 
market has been flat most of the autumn when compared to the previous 
couple of years and forecasts from market analysts. However, numbers 
being processed year on year are considerably higher than the previous 
couple of years. The good news is, there is not a lot wrong with mutton prices 
and you won’t go broke selling lambs at 750 c/kg or thereabouts.   
I have to say I am not surprised to see the Victorians suddenly rushing 
vaccine centres looking for their “Jab”. A few weeks ago I did make the 
comment that I thought what we needed is an outbreak of COVID to get 
people back into empty COVID vaccination centres and with this recent 
outbreak in Victoria that appears to be the way it is playing out. With a 7 
day lockdown imposed in Victoria, you can understand the level of anxiety 
as they rightfully do not want a repeat of their lockdown experience of a few 
months ago. The best way to avoid that situation is to get a much greater 
number of the population vaccinated, and fast. I really hope the situation 
in Victoria is brought under control quickly. They are testing a big number 
of people daily which will help identify any community transmission taking 
place. It is now up to the tracing teams. I think Victorians certainly need and 
deserve a break, but I don’t understand why the authorities in Victoria seem 
less capable managing this problem than others. There does appear to be 
problems between the Feds and the States when implementing vaccination 
programs. According to some, the Feds need to let go and let the States get 
the job done.
I am still amazed at the number of people who appear so negative about 
getting vaccinated. Risks of illness as a result are so low it is inconceivable 
anyone could think the health risks outweigh the health and economic 
benefits. We are being told that this winter, outbreaks in Australia are 
inevitable. That means the experts are thinking “when” rather than “if” we 
have an outbreak. It is simple, if we are to avoid unnecessary deaths and 
economic hardship, we need to get vaccinated. We need to be thinking about 
the greater community rather than self interest when it comes to vaccines.
On Sunday a few of us had a drive to Yarrowitch and attended the Fanny 
Lumsden concert at the Yarrowitch Community Hall. What a great event! 
This was a government initiative aimed at getting entertainment to the bush 
and help with the recovery from fires and drought. But you had to apply for 
the event and then make it happen, which the Yarrowitch community did in 
style. Fanny Lumsden is a well recognised, very professional entertainer 
and it was wonderful to see someone of her calibre out there in a community 
hall doing her stuff. Well worth the effort.



Stock and Property Watch 
www.landmarkharcourts.com.au

Call for 
listings
We have potential buyers waiting
• Residential properties
• Small lifestyle properties
• Quality grazing properties
To list your property please call: 
Peta Carter ............................... 0407 350 781  (Residential)
Bruce Rutherford ................    0428 660 328  (Grazing & small properties)
Simon Newton ......................  0467 660 320  (Grazing & small properties)
Mat Larkings ..........................  0427 002 427  (Grazing & small properties)
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Divers spotted in Walcha pool

3n Derby Street Walcha.  6777 2044  

By A.J. Cross
If you thought your job early last Thursday 
was a bit uncomfortable due to the frost we 
experienced, spare a thought for Roejen 
Services Dive Team members Harris McKay, 
Mathew Iredale and Paul McLachlan who 
travelled from Sydney the previous day to 
check out leaks in the Walcha Pool.
Mathew took one for the team spending most 
of the time underwater when he entered both 
the main pool and balance tank in search of 
any leaks, splashing around in water sitting at 
a balmy 10 degrees.
Paul was in charge of the wading pool while 
Harris was clever enough to get his dive over 
on Wednesday afternoon in the main pool 
when the water was nearly three degrees 
warmer!
When asked about the coldest water they have 
dived in, Mathew suggested he was doing it 
right there and then, while Harris reckons he 
has been in seven degree water.  
The boys inject dye into any trouble spots to 
locate where the leaks are, and it didn’t take 
long to identify some problem areas including 
the main return line, scum gutters, expansion joints and balance tank.
Quizzed about what other sort of work they do, their reponse was 
“anything underwater really.”  One task they have carried out in the 
past installing shark nets in Sydney Harbour.
Although Harris indicated it was only a mistake, he packed his Ugg 

boots instead of his steel caps for the trip, he must have had some 
sort of inkling about what the weather conditions were going to be 
like.
The pools are currently being drained before some concrete core 
testing is carried out later in the week, the next step in the Walcha 
Pool Refurbishment Project.

Left: Mathew Iredale takes some deep breaths as he jumps out of the icy pool.
Right: Walcha Council Pool Refurbishment project manager Kath Little with the dive team 

Harris McKay, Mathew Iredale and Paul McLachlan
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Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  

Happy Hour 
for residents

The residents of Walcha 
MPS, their families and 
staff enjoyed a fabulous 
Happy Hour wearing 
fun hats and singing 
along with local singer 
Kevin McDonald.  The 
visiting family members 
brought their own silly 
hats and the residents 
decorated their own party 
hats. Some of the many 
songs included favourites 
Waltzing Matilda, I like to 
have a Beer with Duncan 
and Good Night Irene. 
Homemade Pikelets, 
cake, biscuits and dip 
ware also enjoyed. 
We look forward to 
having Kevin and the other regular Happy Hour entertainers joining us 
again for our regular Happy Hour.  

 Kevin McDonald and his wife Gail 
entertaining the residents

6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Phone 6777 2588. www.wvs.com.au
*Terms and conditions apply

10%
 OFF 
END OF FINANCIAL YEAR

GALLAGHER 
WEID & EID 

RANGE

&
GALLAGHER W-0 

WEIGH SCALE & LOAD 
BAR BUNDLE 

While Wingham Beef Week was run a little differently this year, they 
still offered schools and producers the opportunity to breed, feed and 
compete with their cattle. All entries for this years competition had 
to be delivered to Wingham Beef Exports on Sunday 16 May, with 
the carcases then being judged, results calculated and winners and 
champions announced on Sunday 30 May.
Local breeders Bruce and Helen Scrivener’s Bonny Brooke Angus 
steer, sold to and entered by St Catherine’s Catholic College Singleton, 
won the Heavy Middleweight HSCW 275kg – 299.5kg with a massive 
score of 94.92. To the delight of St Catherine’s Head of Agriculture, this 
steer pictured above, also went on to win Champion School Carcase 
and Overall Grand Champion Exhibit.
Alan Scrivener, who runs his own commercial herd, also walked away 
with several 2021 Wingham Beef Week awards. His steers took out 
four of the top five places, including first amongst a field of 50 plus 
entries in the Heavyweight division (325kg +), with scores ranging from 
93.20 to 91.90. His top scoring steer won the Manning Valley Naturally 
Best Grass Fed Exhibit and also claimed Champion Heavyweight 
Exhibit. Some of his other results included the Champion Pen of 2 
with a combined score of 185.3, Reserve Champion Pen of 2 (184.28), 
Champion Pen of 4 with a massive total score of 370.16.
Entries are now open for Wingham Beef Week’s Virtual Young Judges 
Competition. For more details go to winghambeefweek.com.au.

Wingham Beef Week success
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Wind Warning

 X So called renewable energy developers see Australia 
as a soft target. Their own countries won’t allow them 
to develop a wind farm without first putting money 
into a bond which would pay for the decommissioning 
of the wind farm. Here in Australia there are no laws 
or legislation making the developers or operators 
responsible for removing these wind turbines. The 
developers would reduce their profit margins if they 
were made to decommission the turbines.

 X A developer will come in, do all the ground work, get 
all the approvals then on sell the business to another 
company. For a host this could be a nightmare, as 
you will have to negotiate a new contract and hope 
that you receive the same money. As we all know a 
contract is not always withstanding.

 X As a host there is no protection for you. After 20 
years when the turbines come to the end of their life 
and the company has been on sold to an overseas 
company the chances are very high that this company 
will go into voluntary liquidation which the Australian 
Government can’t do anything about, the host will 

be left with a massive cleanup bill to remove the 
turbines and rehabilitate all the native vegetation.

 X Why should the rate payers have to foot the bill for 
all the waste. It is Council’s responsibility to take 
care of the waste that is not recyclable. They would 
have to build massive land fill sites for these 80m to 
100m blades which are made of carbon fibre (non 
recyclable)

 X These are just some of the reasons why we should 
question wind farms in Walcha. There needs to 
be a lot more research done by State and Federal 
government ministers into the viability of so called 
renewable energy projects. Why can’t the whole 
community decide if we want wind farms or solar 
farms? Why should it be left to a state politician 
to call the New England a ‘regional energy zone’ 
(REZ). Why aren’t wind prospecting companies more 
transparent about what they are doing?

 X 466 Wind turbines and 10.2 million solar panels are proposed within a 70km 
radius of Walcha, making this area the second largest wind area in the world, 
China being the largest.

 X The Renewable Energy Trust (RET) will subsidise the eligible companies 
$500,000 per wind turbine per year for approx., 15 years or whenever the 9.3 
billion dollars has expired.

 X Hosts, being landholders that have entered into a contract with the developer to 
have wind turbines on their land, will receive $15,000 to $30,000 per turbine per 
year in NSW. In QLD they will receive $60,000 per year per turbine.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Part quote from the Wind Commissioner, Andrew Dyer:

“Fees for hosting a wind turbine for 25 years is in the range 
of $250,000 to $625,000 (depending on the turbine capacity 

and when the wind farm commenced operation). It is therefore 
possible that the cost of decommissioning a turbine could be 

equal to or greater than the total income generated for the land 
owner over the 25 year lease period.”

Mark Berry
Walcha Grazier
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The Ultimate The Ultimate 
Yard Care PackYard Care Pack

WINWIN

SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND 
REGISTER ONLINE AT REGISTER ONLINE AT 

PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WINFOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

See terms and conditions at pursehouserural.com.au NSW Lotteries Number: 
APP - 0008440952

Valued at over $20,000Valued at over $20,000 TOO COLD TO
START?

N70ZZMF
BATTERIES FROM 

$125I N C  
G S T

4 6  D A M P I E R  S T  
T A M W O R T H
6 7 6 5  5 2 4 4
t a m w o r t h @ d b l r . c o m . a u

Embroidery enthusiasts from all over 
NSW in Walcha for workshop

Last weekend seven participants gathered 
at Walcha Handmade for a Mountmellick 
Embroidery Workshop with Walcha-based 
embroidery teacher and author, Yvette Stanton.
“We had a great weekend exploring the stitches 
and techniques of Mountmellick, which is a 
style of whitework embroidery from Ireland. 
Participants had the choice of two projects, 
either a cushion or a pincushion, and as well 
as learning the stitches, they made a good 
start on their project. There was some beautiful 
embroidery made in the class, and some were 
overjoyed to master difficult stitches they had 
never been successful with before! With its 
lovely creative atmosphere and warming fire in 
the studio, Walcha Handmade is such a great 
venue for classes like these,” Yvette said.
The Bush Patissier provided delicious 
morning teas, and class participants and their 
companions joined together for a meal on Saturday night at a local eatery.
Some of the participants had come from as far away as Leeton and Nowra, and some were locals. 
One participant from Melbourne was unfortunately unable to come due to Victoria’s snap lockdown.
“With the downturn in traffic with the Oxley Highway shut yet again, I wanted to help bring some 
tourists to town, as well as to provide new opportunities for locals. I’m really pleased that we had a 
good number from out of town, and my future classes already have quite a few out-of-towners booked 
in. We’ll just have to hope that Covid doesn’t stop those classes from going ahead!”
Yvette’s next class at Walcha Handmade will be a Smøyg Pattern Darning Workshop at the end of 
July. Smøyg is a beautiful style of embroidery from Norway, based on simple running stitch. For more 
information and bookings go to https://www.trybooking.com/BQSPA

	To the Walcha Bowling Club 
and bistro for providing 
a wonderful venue from 
the Community Stay Safe 
Online/Scams Awareness 
Seminar last week run by the 
Commonwealth Bank.

	To the community members,  
business houses, participants 
and visitors that supported the 
seminar. What a fantastic turn 
out.

	To Tim Sutton and Michael 
McDonnell as the guest 
speakers at the Community 
Stay Safe Online/Scams 
Awareness Seminar, Well 
done to you both!

	To Phoebe Imberger for a 
great performance on Sunday.

	To the Yarrowitch Community 
Group and Fanny Lumsden’s 
Country Halls Tour. What a 
great night.

Contributions will be received 
in person, by phone or email 
and must include your name 
and contact details. They will be 
printed at the discretion of the 
editor.
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Red Sponsors Transwest Fuels, WVS, TA Field Estates Pty Ltd, Karori, Marchant 
Bros Earthmoving and Transport. White Sponsors Whitebull, Glen Collin Pastoral, 

WFI, Supermoto Armidale, AGFIX, SN Nivison (Jim), Mirrabooka Cattle, Branga Plains 
Pastoral Co,  Ben Nevis Angus, Nerstane, Nutrien Boultons, Walcha Caravan Park. 
Club Sponsors TWM, Walcha Bowling Club, Ashcorp, Regional Australia Bank, 

Peter Norbury Motors, Commercial Hotel, Martins Lime, Dale’s Downtown Meats, 
DJ&CJ Kermode, MA Berry, Lorelmo Poll Merinos, Glenell Shorthorns. 

Rams Donation Yalgoo, Liddle Contracting, Salway Maternal Composites, Old 
Woombi Poll Dorset, Angus Warden, Peter and Rose McNeill, Rose Valley Steel,  
Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross and Debbie Keen, Maryland White Suffolk, 

Cameron and Rachel Greig

First Grade
A cold winters day set the scene for the Rams final match of the first round. The Rams were set to take 
on Qurindi, and keen to keep their good run of wins rolling. The game started with both teams defending 
solidly and arm wrestling for territory. The Walcha forward pack had the edge on the Qurindi forwards 
making good metres and positive carries, allowing the Walcha backs to pin Qurindi deep in their own 
half. Dom “Skate Rat” Bower sliced through the Qurindi defence and showed he still has a bit of pace 
burning the opposing fullback to the tryline to score Walcha’s first try. Walcha were playing with a small 
breeze at their backs which they used well. 
Walcha’s second try came from a well executed line out which saw the resulting phases switch around 
to the blind side where Wally “Slippery Somerton Sheep Breeder” held the defence up and muscled 
over for a try. Walcha scored again after Qurindi gave away a penalty deep in their own 22. Another 
well executed set move saw the ball spun out wide through the hands which enabled Hamish “Taco” 
Bell to score in the corner. Walcha were gaining some momentum in the game and the Qurindi team 
were starting to get sick of tackling the hard running Walcha forwards. Lachie “Holzy” Holz was making 
good metres in attack, consistently breaking over the gain line. Walcha went into the half time break 
leading 22-0. 
The second half saw Walcha continue to attack the Qurindi defence. Walcha scored the first try of the 
second half with a perfectly executed backline move from a scrum and a precision pass which saw 
Walcha score untouched under the posts. The scrum was a big highlight with the Walcha forwards 
driving the Qurindi forwards back at every chance. Henry “Loved Up” Leslie controlled the line outs well, 
bravely taking the field even after suffering a horrific facial injury the week before. Nat “Daddy Long 
Legs” Brazel was a pest for the opposition line out stealing a number of balls against the throw. Walcha 
was getting on top of the tired Qurindi defence and began playing an expansive game. Patty “The Ugly 
Keen” had another big game proving very difficult to stop and consistently opening up the opposition 
defence. In the second half Walcha threw the ball around and backed each other up well, scoring 8 
second half tries to finish the game 74-5. Another clinical performance where the relentless attack and 
defence of the Walcha team made a good team look very average. Walcha now has two byes to finish 
the round. Good luck to all Walcha players representing Central North on the June Long Weekend. 
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RUGBY REPORT 
Walcha v QUIRINDI
By Eric the Spider “WE SHOULD

 ACT IN THE 
INTERESTS OF

 THE PEOPLE WHO 
WILL INHERIT 
WHAT WE DO”

The ongoing cutting-down of trees in 
and around Walcha is heart-breaking 
and senseless. 
There has probably never been a 
time in human history when trees are 
as important as they are right now.
Trees have the ability to lock up 
atmospheric carbon and can greatly 
assist with our battle against global 
warming (if there is enough of them). 
Trees provide cool shade for humans 
and animals, as well as habitats and 
food for the creatures who share the 
planet with us.
As a very wise 100-year-old man 
recently said, “We should act in 
the interests of the people who will 
inherit what we do”.
We therefore ask that Walcha 
Council takes the lead and helps put 
Walcha on the map as a tree-caring 
community.
The 1st step in doing this is to 
reinstate the tree-preservation order; 
not just reinstate it, but actively 
enforce it with very substantial fines 
(as other council jurisdictions do).
It would also be terrific if Walcha 
had an experienced, highly-qualified 
horticulturist to help guide Council’s 
environmental planning (including the 
strategic planting and ongoing care 
of trees). 
When us humans work together, it 
is amazing what we can achieve. 
What we do about trees on our own 
bits of land impacts, not only on our 
immediate neighbours, but on the 
planet.
We have the opportunity to act now 
and do what’s right for the benefit of 
the generations who will follow us in 
Walcha.
Thank you ….

Kerry Fair
Terry Welsh
Cherie Pethard
Vicki Heffernan
George Pethard
Shiena Allerton
John Heffernan

PATRICK STACE
m. 0428 780 077  p. 02 6778 0595

e. mobilefix.ps@gmail.com

ANGUS CRAWFORD 
PLUMBING

Plumbing & Drainage
Gas    

Roofing
Drain cleaning

Sewage blockages
New residential homes 

Bathroom, kitchen &  
laundry renovations

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

0407 192 192
A_C_P@outlook.com

Lic: 313605C
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Garden Clippings
From Walcha Garden Club
Even though winter is upon us there is still plenty happening in the 
garden, especially underground. The root systems of trees and plants 
are developing extensively until the soil regains warmth for growth 
above ground in spring. For instance, the downward movement of 
sap in deciduous trees is to assist in the rejuvenation of their roots. 
If the sap remained in the branches and trunk at this time of year, 
then the frosts would split the bark and freeze it. Leafy plants are 
affected by frost when water in their leaf cells freeze and expand. As 
the ice thaws, the cell walls collapse. Damage is usually not seen for 
up to 2-3 days post frost. Plants such as brassicas (e.g.  cabbage, 
Brussel sprouts, cauliflower) have a waxy coating which gives them 
extra protection. Frost protection can be as simple as placing an 
old sheet over frost tender plants when frost is forecast. Be mindful 
to remove the covering as soon as the frost has gone. There are 
various types of commercial frost protection cloth available. Frost 
protection fabric is designed to allow air flow and moisture through 
and has good shade ratings. Another suggestion is to spray Yates 
Waterwise Drought Shield over frost tender plants and seedlings. It 
forms a clear polymer film over leaves protecting them from water 
loss, drying winds, transplant shock and light frosts and lasting up 
to 90 days. 

Rose planting time is nearly here. If you have purchased bare rooted 
roses, then it is best to plant them as soon as possible. Prior to 
planting let the plant sit in a bucket of water for 24-48 hours. This 
will help to rehydrate their roots. Dig a hole slightly wider and deeper 
than the root ball. Form a mound in the middle of the hole and then 
place the roots downward over it. Fill the hole with water and allow 
it to sit there till the bubbles stop coming to the surface. Back fill the 
hole ensuring you gently rock the plant back and forth to ensure there 
are no air pockets in the soil. Water again. This reduces the chance 
of your rose bush becoming susceptible to fungal diseases. Make 
sure the graft union is approximately 3cm above ground level. At this 
point, do not fertilise the plant. Fertilising should be left until the rose 
has begun flowering. Prune branches back to about 15cm above the 
graft. Prune on an angle about 1cm from an outward facing growth 
eye. Spray with lime sulphur to reduce black spot and other fungal 
diseases. Mulching is highly recommended. Apply 3-5cm of mulch 
such as sugar cane, garden compost and good quality weed free 
lucerne. Keep mulch slightly away from the stem. 

If you plan on buying camellias 
for your garden, then consider 
what variety may suit. Sasanqua 
camellias commence flowering 
in late autumn. Their display can 
extend to late September. This 
variety is brilliant for hedging or 
screening.  The bushes have 
a more relaxed growth habit. 
Japonica camellias are more formal 
in flower type. Reticulatas are the 
showstoppers with large colourful 
blooms. Now is the time to check 
out your local garden nursery for 
the great colour range available.  

Winter is certainly a good time to prepare the soil for spring crop 
plantings. The addition of old sheep or cattle manure is excellent 
as is good garden compost. Avoid chicken manure as it may burn 
seedlings. Sowing a green manure crop will add plenty of nitrogen to 
the soil. Green manure mixtures can be sown now and churned into 
the soil at the end of winter. 

The next meeting of Walcha Garden Club is Friday,4th June at the 
Walcha Tennis Club, Angle St, Walcha commencing 9.30am.  Our 
guest speaker is Josh Robb, Weeds Officer, Local Land Services. 
Enquiries Di Bazeley 0403464865 Diana Lisle 0429799083. New 
members most welcome.

204E FITZROY ST 
WALCHA

OPEN
 FOR

 INSPECTION
this Saturday

5 JUNE
1pm – 2pm

Elders Real Estate
110W Fitzroy Street Walcha 02 6774 2600 
Frank Spilsbury 0427 010 386

	Located eastern end of town with fabulous views to the north
	Residence is north facing with three generous sized bedrooms
	Lounge opens on to north facing patio and rear has a covered entertaining area
    Kitchen with walk-in pantry    Bathroom   Laundry   Garage
	Established gardens and a closed in backyard

Great potential
 for 

multi-purposes

House & Land 
8813m2

REDUCED TO 
$299,000

Rugby players selected 
for representative team
Two St Patrick’s 
School students 
will proudly pull 
on the Armidale 
Diocesan rugby 
jersey in Forbes on 
21 June following 
their selection in the 
representative team 
last week.
Hunter Thornbury 
and Koby Brennan 
travelled to 
Tamworth last week 
for the Armidale 
Diocesan rugby 
trials.  After five hard 
games, the Year 
6 students were 
thrilled to be named 
as part of the squad 
of 20 to take on 
teams from all over 
Northern NSW at 
the NSW Catholic 
Primary Schools Rugby Championships.
This is a huge achievement for the boys who were selected from 95 
students vying for a place in the representative squad.  Hunter was 
selected at halfback and Koby will play at breakaway in Forbes.

Hunter Thornbury and Koby Brennan with 
their ticket to the NSW Primary Schools Rug-

by Championships in Forbes
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Wednesday Golf
Last Sunday saw several of our girls head to Barraba to play in their Open Day. It was 
great to see Penny King coming in third with a 70 nett.
Wednesday was a par event playing for Jeanette Wark’s trophy. There were some 
excellent scores on the day with Katie Smith on fire with a score of +4. Sweepstakes 
went to Vicki Spzitalak +3, Sue Partridge square, Pauline Carter -1, and Prue Morgan 
-1.   NTP on 3 was Jenny Lisle and second shot on 18, Sally McCormack.
Today is the Elders trophy playing the 27 hole Foursomes Championships and the 
following week is a 4BBB, draw for partners playing for Beth Ross and Deb Richards 
trophy.

Ladies Bowls
A great day of bowls was played on a beautiful sunny President’s day last Thursday.  
Bowlers came from Guyra, Armidale, Uralla and Bendemeer. President Pam thanked 
the visiting bowlers, Noel our green keeper, Lynette our secretary, the members who 
helped in any way, including providing prizes, and the men bowlers who filled in the 
vacant spots. Pam also thanked the kitchen staff who provided a scrumptious baked 
lunch. The guests were Jean, our Patron, Hazel, Dulcie and Val. Our District President 
Nanette was also in attendance.
Marlene, John, Debbie and Noel were drawn as winners for the day with Pam, Lynette, 
Margaret M and Margaret Tickle runners up.
Congratulations to Pam and Esther who won the Four Bowl Pairs in a close game 18 to 
16 against Lyn and Wendy. The Three Bowl Pairs will commence on 10 June with Jan 
and Lyn B playing Debbie and Wendy. There will be social bowls this week.

Bowls
A Pairs: N & B Goodwin def M Steep & M Hamel 29-11. 
Mixed Pairs: P & D Makeham def J Hayes & R Kerr 22-5. 
Draw for this weekend our Fours Championships: Saturday 9:00am S Bath, M Bullen, 
S Sweeney & F Cameron v G Mitchie, A McGuffog, D Bird & R Kerr. Saturday 1:00 start
Winner of the morning game will play against G Bird, B Kliendienst, S & K Goodwin. 
Other game for Saturday afternoon 1:00 start is M Steep, A, N & B Goodwin v F Henry, 
G Clare, I Bird & D Makeham. Winners of the afternoon games will play against each 
other in the Final on Sunday 12:00 start. 
In regards to our state Pennant trip in July leaving on the 15th for 4 nights we have 1 
spare spot in our accommodation and Travel that we need to fill. If you are interested 
please give Kyle a call 0429 623 735.

At the 19th
A modest field of 15 players teed off in the annual lefthanders v righthanders where 
‘molley dooker’ Dion Bird was outnumbered 14 to 1 but salvaged a draw when 
he carded the equal best score on the day. Overall winner of a trophy donated by 
lefthanders captain Warwick Hogan was Simone Sweeney after she accumulated 40 
stableford points before counting runner-up Dion Bird on the same score.
Sweepstakes went to Lee Fletcher and Margaret Davidson both 37, Mark Hogan 36, 
Kyle Goodwin and his aunty Cheryl McDonald both 35.
Sharpest shooters at the pins were Dion Bird (3) and Crichton Barr (16).
Walcha were represented at the Werris Creek Open last Sunday by 13 players, the 
most by any club including the hosts. President Allan Green and captain Willy Brennan 
racked up 20 points to win the first nine holes while Wayne Brennan teamed up with 
‘Molleydooker’ Mal Ballard to take out the back nine holes after compiling 20 points 
also. The ‘Creek’ open attracted 62 players.
Last Saturday David Dunn provided the best score, 19 points, to win the Men’s Division 
from Max Holstein on 16 points.  Ladies winner was Margaret Higgins on 17 points but 
only after she counted out Pauline Carter.
This Sunday D.A. Locke is in charge of supplying the prize for a stableford round.

Tennis
Round 5 of the Eskimo Comp was played out on Tues 25 May. Top players on the night 
scoring 18 points from a possible 18 were Roxana Mathews, Kris Wall, Nick Buckland 
and Trev Gibson. Well done to those players. The new starting time for the Eskimo 
Comp from Tues 1st June will be 6.00pm sharp. The comp will conclude on Tues 15th 
June. 
The next Club meeting will be held on Mon 12th July all Club members are welcome to 
attend. See you all at the net soon. 

 

Achieve the best outcome for your investment and 
retirement goals. Contact our highly qualified and 
professional financial adviser today. 

Greig Meyer is a Certified Financial Planner and 
principal of PKF Wealth based in Tamworth and 
Walcha.  For more information or to make an 
appointment contact one of our friendly staff now.  

Tamworth 

22-24 Bourke Street  

Tamworth NSW 2340 

    
Greig Meyer is an Authorised Representative of PKF Wealth TMW Pty Ltd   
                        ABN 21 154 894 130       AFSL No. 515733 

Walcha 

12 Derby Street  

Walcha NSW 2354  

    

• Rural and Commercial Finance
• Leasing
• Home Loans
• Insurance Premium Funding 

KEL PENFOLD
6766 5309 • 0427 667 118

Darts
Darts results for Thursday 27th May played at New England. The Commercial had a win 
over the Magnificent 7 seven games to four. Best for the Commercial, W Morris 100x 2 
and Matt Allen 125 and 100. For Magnificent 7 – C Norbury 112, H Williams 120 and 100 
and M Ireland 109. In the other game the Arrows had a win over the Rednecks 9/2. For 
Arrows – C Watts scored 100x2 ,T Baumer 100, G Olrich 100, 140, V Costigan 130, 133 
and Tu 100,105 and 114 pegout. For the Rednecks,  Digger 101, Nga 100x2,  125 and 
B Green 134. This weeks draw, Mag 7 v BC and  Apsley Arrows v Commercial Hotel.
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Death & Funeral Notice
STACKMAN: Heather Caroline

‘Stack’
31st May 2021

Of Nowendoc. Dearly loved wife of Roll. 
Loving mother & mother-In-law of Lyn & 
Colin (dec’d) Henderson, Graham & Yvonne 
Stackman, Nola & Ron Nicholson and loved 
grandmother & great-grandmother of their 
families.
Loved sister & sister-in-law of Betty & 
Ken Means (both dec’d), Nessie & Neville 
(dec’d) Young, Daphne & Ross Bramble, 
Robert (dec’d) & Leah and fond aunt of their 
families.

Aged 88 years
Funeral Service to be held at the Nowendoc 
Hall on Wednesday 9th June 2021 
commencing at 11:00am, followed by 
interment at the Nowendoc Cemetery.

Piddington’s AFDA 
6772 2288

Positions Vacant
Cross Bros. Butchery 

Sales assistant and general duties, Tues. 
and Wed (minimum 16 hours). Customer 
experience preferred. Ph: 6777 2239 or 
email crossbros@butcherywalcha.com. 
Or just call in.

Work Wanted
Neat, Clean & Green Home Maintenance: 
Mowing/window cleaning. Dave 0498 382 421

Public Notices
WORKSHOP  

ESSENTIAL OIL MAKE & TAKE
This Sunday 11am Walcha Handmade. 

$25. Phone 0429 135 831.

Anyone who witnessed my car being 
reversed into in front of Antipodean Tynker 
on May 24th 2.53pm please contact Helen 
on 0437 808 457

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
WALCHA SURGERY PRACTICE

Flu Vaccine Available 

Phone 6777 2068
0429 668 583

APSLEY RIVERVIEW AGED CARE 
Anyone entering the care facility 

from June 1st  2021 will need to provide 
evidence of receiving 2021 Flu Vaccination. 

Any questions call 6777 4400.

For Sale
GOOD QUALITY FIREWOOD 
Split and delivered.  0427 331 556.

Dead or Alive motorbikes, quads, trikes, 
buggies etc. Any make, any model and all 
parts. Cash on pick up. Phone 0402 861 364.

4x4 hay and silage. Hay $55. Silage from 
$77. Pasture, rye, lucerne. Nowendoc 
Phone Robert 0488 966 690

Layer pullets. All breeds, 22 wks. Delivered 
Fri 25th June Phone Jim 0428194105

Meeting
Walcha Garden Club meeting Friday 4th 
June, 9:30am start at Walcha Tennis Club. 
Contacts: Di Bazeley 0403 464 865 or  
Diana Lisle 0429 799 083.

Walcha Bushmen’s Campdraft and Rodeo 
Assoc. AGM 7pm Wed. 14 July 2021 at 
WVS board room. RSVP to Gemma Clarke 
0407 203 198 or wbcta@outlook.com. 
All positions will be declared vacant. All 
welcome to attend must RSVP to ensure 
maximum numbers are not exceeded.

ENROLLING NOW!

                  Growing in Wisdom  and Faith 
                               St Patrick’s Primary School Walcha

  GROWING IN WISDOM AND FAITH

WALCHA

St Patrick’s
Primary

Kindergarten  OPEN MORNING
10th June   –  9.30-11.00am – RSVP 6777 2328



Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

STORAGE  CENTRE  WALCHA
20’ Containers available for rent $30 pw + GST

Secure Undercover parking for cars,  
vans etc $10 pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332
6778 7334

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

• Box wood
• Iron Bark
• Blue Gum
• Stringy Bark
• Split or log form
• Strainer posts
For pick-up or delivery

Dry & Seasoned Firewood

Phone Damian 0418 452 333
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PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of 
The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and 
communicate these letters. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha 
NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and 
Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect 
to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other 
correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the 
article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM.
Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

P u r c e l l
CONTRACT SPRAYING
LANDCRUISER UTE, 14M GRAYTILL BOOM

GPS GUIDED AUTO STEER

Chris Purcell  0408 332 896

ANGLICAN – SUNDAY 7:30am 
Communion and 10.00am Family Service. 
PRESBYTERIAN – SUNDAY Service 
9:30am, you’re welcome to come and join 
us. Youth Group for school years  5 – 11. 
Contact Graham Barnes on 6777 2539 for 
more details. 
CATHOLIC MASS 10:00am with 
conditions. 

ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE

TRADE & PROFESSIONS
6.3x5.4cm $40 per week
6.3x 3cm $30 per week

PHONE 6777 1111

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold Licence No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING &  
EXCAVATION SERVICES

0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

ELECTRICIAN
Ian & Cherryl Cameron

•  Installations  • Repairs 
• Household wiring

6777 1190  Lic. 46478C

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087

PAINTERS
R & J Glanford 

M. 0413 943 885
P. 6778 3265 

Lic no. R97271

Brendan Blake CPA 
 10W Hamilton St Walcha  

Tel.: 02 6778 0054   
Fax: 02 6778 0035

Email: ats@ozemail.com.au

New England Accounting  
& Taxation Services Pty Ltd 

Specialising in:

 � Accounting, Business & Taxation 
Services 

 � BAS & IAS Preparation & Lodgement
 � Bookkeeping & Secretarial Services

New England Accounting & 
Taxation Services Pty Ltd is 
a CPA Practice



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024    marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

Freight & Transport 

Machinery Float 

Road building and maintenance 

Dam maintenance and construc�on  

Firebreaks  ll  Drilling ll  Trenching ll  S�ck Raking 

Mulching  ll  Fence Clearing  ll  General Earthworks 

Erosion Control ll  Site Prepara�on 

Electrical ll  Pipe Laying 

10� Slashing 

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, 
COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

www.eteservices.com.au  

Ian Notley 04188 29188 

Mark Notley 0422 637 686 

Office 02 6777 6595 

WALCHA

 
Thursday 3
9.30am-10am – Ladies Bowls  (New time)
1.00pm – Social Bowls

Friday 4  
2.00pm – BINGO
6.00pm – Bistro 
Creamy Lamb Chops
Grilled Salmon
Sweet and Sour Pork w/ Rice
Regular menu also & delicious desserts
7.00pm – FREE BINGO 
8.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles followed 

by Members Draw

Saturday 5
6.00pm – Bistro open

Sunday 6
12pm – Bistro open 
1.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles BASED ON 2020/2021 MEMBERSHIP CARD

NSW permit No. LTPS/11/08895 (conditions apply) 
NSW permit No. LTPS/11/11968  (conditions apply)

Do you live in Walcha Shire? 
If so you MUST be a member 
to enter the Club. 
Social Membership  ................  $15 
Full Membership  .................. $105

Monday to Wednesday 4.00pm to close
Thursday 12 midday to close  
Friday 2.00pm to close 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to close

Phone 6777 2077

JUNE

members  members  
drawdraw

$200

 LINMAC ENGINEERING

211N Pakington Street WALCHA
Phone 6777 2822 Email linmac1@nsw.chariot.net.au

Check out our new facebook page: 
Linmac Engineering Walcha

AUTHORISED HUSQVARNA DEALER

IF YOU NEED IT – We make it!
CUSTOM TRAYS AND TIPPERS

 � Customer consultations  
to make sure we build  
to YOUR individual  
specifications

 �  Sandblasted and 
powdercoated

 �  Toolboxes, timber floors,  
tipper trays, water tanks ... 
whatever you need!


