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ENROLLING NOW!

                  Growing in Wisdom  and Faith 
                               St Patrick’s Primary School Walcha

  GROWING IN WISDOM AND FAITH

WALCHA

St Patrick’s
Primary

Kindergarten  OPEN MORNING
10th June   –  9.30-11.00am – RSVP 6777 2328

As part of the acceleration of 
the COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
in NSW, Hunter New England 
Local Health District’s vaccine 
clinics started taking bookings 
for more eligible members of the 
public from Monday, 24 May.
If you are 50 years and over and 
cannot access the AstraZeneca 
vaccine through your GP you 
are eligible to book into clinics at 
Tamworth or Armidale hospitals.
Walcha residents aged 40-49 can now also register 
their interest in receiving the Pfizer vaccine via 
your Service NSW app or NSW Government 
website: www.nsw.gov.au
When availability arises people aged 40-49 who 
have registered their interest will be contacted and 
offered an appointment at Tamworth hospital.
Other clinics across the District will start offering 
Pfizer for eligible groups over the coming month, 
with bookings becoming available at Muswellbrook, 
Armidale, Moree and Manning hospitals.

Ms Elizabeth Grist, the District’s 
lead on the rollout said that 
opening the clinics to the public 
for both vaccines is a big step 
towards accelerating the rollout 
in our District and encourages 
anyone who is eligible to get 
vaccinated as soon as possible.
“The more people that get 
vaccinated the better placed we 
are to protect ourselves and our 
loved ones from COVID-19.”

“Our focus will be ensuring that priority groups 
have access to the vaccine first, so please be 
patient in waiting for your booking.”
“Everyone who is eligible will receive their vaccine 
as quickly as possible,” Ms Grist said.
Appointments can be booked through the eligibility 
checker on the Commonwealth Department of 
Health website: https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.
gov.au/eligibility

New COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
now taking bookings

Aged 40-49  
Register now for Pfizer vaccine 

through Service NSW app

Aged 50+  
Book an appointment via the 

Commonwealth 
Department of Health website

Phone 6777 2233  
Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm 

Saturday 9am – 1pm

 

Get ready for  
the big cold! 

We have Thomas Cook 
gumboots galore! Perfect 

for rain, hail or snow.
Also rug up in one of our 

feather down jackets!
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By BRUCE RUTHERFORD
With a week to go before we are officially in Winter, it seems to me we have 
been there for a while! The country in New England has certainly burnt off 
with frosts a little too good for the soft feed that was growing in April. The 
amazing thing is we are only a month away from the shortest day of the year 
which is always a good milestone to pass. It seems inevitable that we are 
not far from some really cold weather and the sooner that is, the sooner we 
will be on the other side.
I took a drive to the Tamworth cattle market on Monday, which I have not 
done for some time. In fact the last time I attempted to have a look at a sale 
I drove to Tamworth to be told a new rule had been put in place the previous 
night and as I wasn’t booked in to attend a sale, I was not permitted to enter 
the saleyard complex. That was early on in the response to the COVID crisis 
and thank heavens we have moved on since then! It was good to see a 
few old friends I don’t often get the chance to talk to these days and it was 
good to see numbers increasing with a few more cattle on offer. I think the 
markets in the north may have been held back a little because there have 
not been sufficient numbers on offer for buyers to get their orders going. The 
sale on Monday was strong in my view with every animal keenly watched 
by a good contingent of buyers. I was surprised at how well the secondary 
types of cattle sold. Poor quality cattle are making plenty of money. The 
better finished, grown lines nearly always sell themselves to a certain extent 
and Monday was no exception. The good quality, well finished cattle sold 
extremely well to either feedlotters or processors, while the weaner types 
also met with strong restocker competition. There were also some good 
pens of weaner types with weight, and restockers stepped up to the plate to 
ensure they made their value. It was a great sale in my view and restores 
some faith that saleyards still do play a significant role in the process. 
The sheep and lamb market finally appears to be on the move, after a 
number of weeks marking time. Southern sales last week saw some sheep 
and lamb values firming, while values in the north were either steady or even 
cheaper in some of the regional centres. Reading between the lines and I 
think what may be playing out in the south is dry conditions affecting quality. 
Suddenly there are less suitable lambs in some of the big regional centres 
and at Bendigo on Monday the better heavy trade and export lambs were 
from $10 to $20 dearer. The market report highlighted the dry conditions and 
the lack of freshness in the stock yarded. Mutton values rose similarly as 
buyers scrambled to buy the better finished grown sheep. In dressed weight 
terms the market was very strong with carcase weight prices estimated from 
$780 c/kg to 900 c/kg DW. Mutton values must be having some affect on 
lamb prices as estimated carcase prices for mutton are hovering between 
650 c/kg and 700 c/kg DW. That seems a far cry from what we have been 
seeing in the north. In Tamworth on Monday about 2500 sheep and lambs 
were on offer with a mixed result. The plainer quality lambs were cheaper 
with best quality firm to dearer. In line with other markets, mutton sold very 
well and was quoted firm to dearer with skin values playing a part. 
If you are wavering on the pros and cons of having the COVID vaccine, 
maybe you should take a look at the report on 4 Corners on Monday night. 
It may help convince you this is a necessary part of our plan to fight against 
COVID and open our borders. There are highly qualified medicos on 4 
Corners suggesting we have a very unusual, but fortunate opportunity to 
roll out the vaccine before winter properly hits our country. They say we are 
lucky to have this time of low infection rates to get as many vaccinated as 
possible, but a second wave is inevitable. The program suggests it is not a 
matter of “if” but “when” we have another outbreak of COVID in Australia, 
and this winter is the most likely time for that to happen. It is interesting 
the media appear to be adopting this “who me?” type response to recent 
accusations they have not helped in the roll out of the vaccination program. 
There are many who think that the media have far from helped and have 
been much keener to score points against political leaders than they have 
to present a case for vaccinations and getting the country moving. We need 
to get our borders open sooner rather than later, and this cannot happen 
without some sort of herd immunity. Herd immunity will only happen with a 
large percentage of the population getting themselves vaccinated. It is far 
from helpful that there is a cohort thinking that a better vaccine will become 
available if they wait and another who think it is all a conspiracy. In the mean 
time, the government is expected to keep paying their bills and keeping them 
safe. Sometimes you just have to step up for the greater good.

CONTRACT  
BOOM  
SPRAYING 
AVAILABLE

Contact Dave at Richardsons Walcha on  
0427 012 400 or drop in to see the team.
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Super blood moon 
tonight

Astronomers 
are describing 
tonight’s super 
blood moon 
as ‘the best 
astronomical 
phenomenon 
of the year.’
This afternoon 
a huge full 
moon will 
slowly rise 
into the sky 
before turning 
a light copper-

red as the Earth’s shadow crosses its face.
A super blood moon is a rare occurrence where a supermoon 
and lunar eclipse co-incide, and it could be several years 
before we see one so clearly again.
“The real action begins during the ‘Umbral’ stages where the 
Moon will pass into the darker central portion of the Earth’s 
shadow, this partial stage begins at 7:45pm,” local astronomer, 
Chris Wyatt said.
“The Moon will appear to be slowly ‘eaten’ by the Umbra until 
it is fully immersed in shadow signalling the start of totality at 
9:10pm, lasting for around 18 minutes,” Chris said.
The eclipse is totaly safe to look at.  

Camper Trailer National 
Meet coming to Walcha

Organisers are 
expecting anywhere 
up to 100 camper 
trailers to converge 
on Walcha for the 
group’s annual meet 
in September this 
year.  “We had 180 
campers in 88 trailers 
at Bonalbo in 2019, 
and we are expecting more this year due to 2020 being cancelled with 
COVID,” organiser Rob Sanderson said.
The group will base themselves at the showground for the week, from 20th-
24th September.  The organisation has been operating for 20 years, with 
this being their 16th National Meet.
Whilst in Walcha the group will attend workshops at the showground on 
various aspects of camping, such as camp cooking, communications, 12 
volt electrics and more.  
On Wednesday the campers will hold a Community Day at McHattan Park 
in conjunction with the Walcha CWA.  There will be stalls including the local 
quilting group, Men’s Shed and the CWA to name a few.  Mayor, Eric Noakes 
will officially open the Meet at the Park on Wednesday.  
The Bowling Club will host the group for a game of barefoot bowls and 
dinner one evening.
An auction of items donated by members as well as Walcha businesses 
will take place on Monday evening with approximtely $3000 expected to be 
raised.  All proceeds from the auction will be donated to the Walcha Support 
Group.

This fully renovated rendered 
and tile home is set, high up on 
the hill in a quiet part of town.
• Open plan kitchen/dining/lounge, with gas heating. 

Kitchen consists of gas cooktop, electric oven, 
dishwasher and butlers pantry.

• Three bedrooms with built ins, main has good sized walk 
in robe and ensuite with extra large shower.

• Main bathroom has the ultimate bathtub for those cold 
winters day soaking, vanity, shower and toilet.

• Double carport and garden shed.
• Private entertainers delight on the southern side of the home.
• Large block with the potential to build a shed or landscape 

with a lovely garden.

Stock and Property Watch 
www.landmarkharcourts.com.au

3n Derby Street Walcha. 6777 2044  ■  Bruce Rutherford 0428 660 328  ■  Peta Carter 0407 350 781  

Oxley Drive Beauty

$428,000

Fully fenced block in a quiet part of town 
• Three bedroom – main bedroom boasts a walk in robe and ensuite. 

Second bedroom is complete with built ins.
• New bathroom with floor to ceiling tiles, bath, shower and toilet.
• New kitchen with large gas stove, dishwasher and an abundance of 

cupboard space.
• Dining area has lovely timber bi-fold doors that open onto the outside 

verandah.
• Family room or large office space.

Weatherboard and iron home
 Large level block opposite local school

Perfect location for a family

$385,000

Under Offer
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Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  

Just a reminder that the Biggest Morning Tea is this Thursday 27 May 
at 10.00am at the Walcha Tennis Club. Everyone is welcome. If you 
are new to town it is a great way to meet people. Come and  have a 
cuppa and a chat. 
We all want to find a cure for cancer, every little bit counts.
Jenny Hoy

6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Phone 6777 2588. www.wvs.com.au
*Terms and conditions apply

PLAN 
YOUR 

FERTILISER!

PRE-PAY IN JUNE
FOR SPRING DELIVERY

CONTACT PETER OR KATE FOR DETAILS

Harley Fontanella took out first place in his division with his display of 
bottles at the 52nd Cowra Gem and Collectors Club annual show.
The show, held at the Cowra Showground Pavilion from Saturday 15 to 
Sunday 16 May, attracted collectors from far and wide.
Harley’s winning display consisted of five 10oz Crown Seal Ceramic 
Label cordial bottles from the North West Slopes and Plains and the 
New England Tablelands. 
At the show Harley also displayed bottles from his collection from 
Armidale, Tamworth, Quirindi, Inverell and Gunnedah.

Harley takes out first place

Dressmaker exhibition 
sows seeds of inspiration

All the way from Dungatar, The Dressmaker Costume Exhibition has 
arrived at the Tamworth Regional Gallery and will be on exhibition until 
Sunday 25 July.
Worn by Hollywood stars and Aussie acting talent including Kate 
Winslet, Liam Hemsworth, Hugo Weaving, Sarah Snook, Judy Davis 
and Rebecca Gibney, the original costumes from the hit Australian 
film The Dressmaker, will inspire those who go ‘behind the seams’ to 
discover the high-end vintage fashion.
Director of Tamworth Regional Gallery, Bridget Guthrie said “We are 
incredibly lucky to have such a significant exhibition at the Gallery, 
Tamworth is the only New South Wales stop on the exhibition’s tour.”
Exhibition curator and award-winning designer Marion Boyce is 
internationally-renowned for her artistry in the film and television 
industry, and has been recognised with multiple awards.
Presented in partnership with the National Film and Sound Archive 
of Australia (NFSA) and FilmArt Media, the exhibition celebrates the 
artistry of the film’s awe-inspiring designs and the transformational 
power of fashion.
In addition to the exhibition, public programs and workshops will be on 
offer including; guided tours each Sunday afternoon, a frock-swap, a 
one-off viewing of the film The Dressmaker, an author talk with Rosalie 
Ham and many more.
The exhibition is supported by the federal Government’s National 
Collecting Institutions Touring and Outreach Program. The program 
aims to increase touring by Australian national collecting institutions 
so that Australian and overseas cultural material is accessible to all 
Australians, especially regional communities. For more information, 
visit www.tamworthregionalgallery.com.au.
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Sixty years of marriage was celebrated by 
Riverview residents, Helen and Sergio Bozza 
last week.
The couple were married at Greta in the Hunter 
Valley on 20 May, and lived in Maitland for their 
entire married life until moving to Walcha three 
years ago to be closer to their son Tony.  
They raised their three sons in Maitland, Tony 
being their oldest.  Sergio was a panelbeater 
and Helen was at home raising her sons.  
They celebrated their wedding anniversary at 
Riverview Aged Care with family.  Helen and 
Sergio have four grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren.

Diamonds for Helen and Sergio

Funding available for 
Bushfire Green Waste

 
Walcha Council 
would like to hear 
from members of 
the community who 
know where there 
is green waste left 
over in our area from 
the bushfires in late 
2019/2020. 
Funding is available 
through NSW 
E n v i r o n m e n t 
Protection Authority 
(EPA) and can cover
100% of the costs 
associated with 
contract labour, 
equipment and 
processing of the 
greenwaste.
The program aims 

are to ensure waste is being effectively managed and processed 
materials are beneficially reused in the region from which it was 
generated.
Council would like to assist with :
• reducing stockpiled green waste that has been left on private or 

public land as a result of bushfire-related firefighting activities
• reducing green waste that has been left on private land as a result 

of preventative or safety-related works undertaken by councils 
during or immediately following the bushfire season 

• remove fire-damaged trees on public or private land that pose a 
significant risk to public safety. 

For further information and enquiries please call Community Recovery 
Officer Brooke Jeffery on 0429 838 365 by 4th June to express your 
interest.
Contact council in writing council@walcha.nsw.gov.au  with the 
your name, the location of the greenwaste and type of green waste 
(branches, trees, stumps, hazardous trees)

PATRICK STACE
m. 0428 780 077  p. 02 6778 0595

e. mobilefix.ps@gmail.com

ANGUS CRAWFORD 
PLUMBING

Plumbing & Drainage
Gas    
Roofing
Drain cleaning
Sewage blockages
New residential homes 
Bathroom, kitchen &  
laundry renovations
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

0407 192 192
A_C_P@outlook.com

Lic: 313605C

The Ultimate The Ultimate 
Yard Care PackYard Care Pack

WINWIN

SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND 
REGISTER ONLINE AT REGISTER ONLINE AT 

PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WINFOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

See terms and conditions at pursehouserural.com.au NSW Lotteries Number: 
APP - 0008440952

Valued at over $20,000Valued at over $20,000



Page 6 ... 26 May 2021

THE FUTURE OF REGIONAL COMMUNITIES
BUDGET 2021 OUR PLAN TO SECURE

Barnaby JOYCE MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR NEW ENGLAND
Authorised by B. Joyce, National Party of Australia, Suite 17, 454-456 Peel Street, Tamworth NSW 2340.

 Suite 17, 454-456 Peel Street, Tamworth NSW 2340
 02 6761 3080    barnaby.joyce.mp@aph.gov.au

 barnabyjoyce.com.au    BarnabyJoyceMP

Our plan will help 
boost our economic 
recovery, create local 
jobs and keep our local 
communities safe.
We’ve fought hard to secure extra 
support for regional Australians in this 
Budget because we know that now is 
the time to create jobs and stimulate 
growth and provide a better quality of life 
for people in the regions.
We know that more and more 
Australians are moving to regional 
Australia and that is why we are investing 
a record amount in local infrastructure.  

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

In March 2020, there were 13 million 
Australians employed. Over the next two 
months, around 900,000 Australians lost 
their job. 
By March 2021, there were 13.1 million 
Australians employed – 74,000 more 
than pre-COVID.
Australia was the first advanced 
economy to have more people 
employed than pre-COVID.
Last year, Australia’s economy 
contracted by 2.5% – compared to 5% 
for Canada and Japan and over 8% for 
the UK, France and Italy. 
Housing starts are at the highest level in 
20 years and consumer sentiment at its 
highest in 11 years. 
There’s more to be done, but our plan is 
working.

REGIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS

Digital connectivity in the bush drives 
economic growth for the nation, which is 
why we’re delivering a further $105.8 
million for Round 2 of the Regional 
Connectivity Program.

TAX RELIEF

Over 10 million low and middle-income 
earners are getting additional tax relief 
this year – up to $1,080 for individuals or 
$2,160 for couples. 
This rewards hard work and generates 
activity, which in turn helps local 
businesses and creates jobs.

 growers and producers.DELIVERING LOCAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

The Liberal and Nationals Government 
is delivering a further round of the Local 
Roads and Community Infrastructure 
program, with an additional $1 billion to 
fund further priority projects throughout 
Australia and delivering an additional 
9,000 jobs in regional communities 
across Australia.
And we’re delivering round 6 of 
the Building Better Regions Fund, 
supporting regional and remote 
communities by funding shovel-ready 
infrastructure projects up to the value of 
$10 million.

SUPPORTING CHILDCARE

The Government will increase the 
Childcare Subsidy for families with more 
than one child up to five in childcare.
This will benefit around 250,000 families. 
The Government will also remove the 
$10,560 cap on the Childcare Subsidy.

INVESTMENT FOR JOBS

Over 99% of businesses, employing 11 
million workers, can write off the full value 
of eligible assets purchased. 
For example, this encourages a tradie 
or farmer to buy a vehicle or harvester 
or helps a manufacturer expand their 
production line.
These incentives will further fill our 
nation’s order books and generate 
opportunities for small businesses, to 
buy, sell, deliver, install and maintain 
these assets.
 

IMPROVED AGED CARE

A further $17.7 billion is being committed 
to significantly improve the aged care 
system. 
This includes another 80,000 new home 
care packages (bringing the total to 
275,000).
It also includes supporting 33,000 new 
training places for personal carers, 
higher payments for residential care, 
upgrading care in regional areas and 
stronger regulation. 

SECURING AGRICULTURE

The Liberal and Nationals Government is 
securing Australia’s recovery with a 
better deal for farmers and our regions 
by delivering $96.9 million to protect our 
agriculture industry from pests that can 
devastate our local producers.
And we’re continuing to protect and 
improve our regional environment with 
a National Soil Strategy and Action 
Plan which will assess the impact of 
land management on soil conditions, 
and boosting on-farm biodiversity with 
$32.1 million to support growers and 
producers.
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

  SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 | GARY OLRICH  0402 432 132   

  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 

UPDATES

NEW LISTING 

• Three bedrooms all with built-ins
• Kitchen and Dining area
• Lounge room with reverse cycle air conditioning
• Lovely sunroom on northern side
• Bathroom with shower and bathtub
• Numerous sheds and spacious back yard. $295,000

CLEARING SALE 
30th May 2021 Starting 10am

“Wilberforce” 
Surveyors Creek Rd Woolbrook

A/c Don and Robyn Scott
Fiat 780 Tractor c/w over axle blade, Fiat 540 tractor c/w under axle blade, 
Fordson major tractor, Polaris Ranger side by side, Mustang skid steer c/w 4 
in 1 bucket (pallet forks, hay forks, trencher, post hole auger), 12’x6’trailer & 
cattle float, 1 tonne super spreader, Hardi boom spray, Suzuki AG bike, Yamaha 
AG bike, spray tank & Honda pump, 3x1 tonne storage bins, carry all, cement 
mixer, slasher, Stihl 660 chainsaw, septic tank (as new), fuel tanks, drill press, 
mig/tig welder, 400 steel posts, Armco railing, 2 tonne feed bin, 10 feed troughs, 
quantity of fencing material, pumps, tools, drench guns etc, chainsaws, spray 
tanks, 10 bales of oaten & lucerne hay 8x4x3, lots of implements to suit small 
tractors. Numerous Power tools, workshop equipment, tools, ladders, chains  & 
collectables.
HOUSEHOLD: King Size bed, Queen size bed, single beds, Kitchen Table & 
chairs, Fridge/freezer, Massage Chair, 3 pce lounge, Exercise bike, numerous 
other items including cutlery, glasses, crockery, fowler vacola bottles etc.
PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON PITTSON’S WEBSITE
Catering: Walcha Lions Club

Enquires: Gary Olrich 0402 432 132

By Sharn Rocco

When I asked ‘What will you do differently in light 
of what you’ve learned?’ Max responded, ‘Buy an 
alarm clock.’ It was time for our final check in. 
We were at the end of an eight-week mindfulness course for staff and 
community at The Garrison Institute, New York.
Max had noticed that the first thing he did every morning was reach 
for his phone. Sound familiar? Smart enough to also be his alarm, the 
phone also tempted him to check email, read the news, scroll through 
social media and much more. All before he even got out of bed. 
Practicing mindfulness had him noticing that attending to his phone 
– checking email, reading the news, scrolling through his Facebook 
feed, left him feeling drained and demoralised, before the day had even 
started. It was a habit that no longer served him well. ‘Nice noticing.’
That’s what mindfulness practice does. Mindfulness –paying attention 
with friendly non-judgmental curiosity, helps you to notice what you do 
habitually and what habits no longer serve you well. Next step create 
a new habit.

Start the day in a positive way: Creating a habit for starting the 
day in a positive way can be transformative. What we think and do 
immediately after waking, affects the mood of the mind, the attitude 
we take with us into the day ahead.
Here are a few tips and wise advice that have worked for me:
1. Wake up get up
 Or as one of my meditation teachers put it, ‘Leap out of bed like a 

dolphin’. This is particularly helpful if you have a habit of laying in 
bed ruminating or worrying. Step into the day before that unhelpful 
habit of mind has led you astray.

2. Greet the day with a smile
 On waking smile, inwardly and outwardly 

greet the day, ‘Hello Day.’ If you’re lucky 
enough to share your bed or home with 
a loved one, greet them. Let them know 
you are glad they’re there.

3. Set your intention
 Decide how you want to be in the day, 

what attitude you want to work with. 
What’s your motivation? Repeat it to 
yourself. It might be something like. 
“May I be kind. May I be helpful. May I 
be patient.’

4. Make your bed
 This signifies the end of bedtime and a good beginning for the day 

ahead. You’ve already achieved something. Do it mindfully, with an 
attitude of gratitude – how fortunate to have this bed to sleep in. 
Notice the sensations of touch and movement, effort and ease, the 
breath entering and leaving the body.

5. Walk out into the day
 Look up. Notice the feeling if the breath entering and leaving your 

body. Watch the day dawn, allowing whatever you notice – physical 
sensations (smells, sounds, temperature …) feelings, thoughts, 
simply to be as they are. No need to do anything, simply notice.

Start the day in a positive way. Make a habit of it.

Dr Sharn Rocco is an acclaimed mindfulness teacher. If you are 
interested in how to bring mindfulness to life, reduce stress and love 
the life you live join her FREE workshop at Nowendoc Hall. To find 
out more simply email info@mindfulworks.com.au or give Sharn a call 
0458 111 373

Start the day in a positive way. Make a habit of it.
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Red Sponsors Transwest Fuels, WVS, TA Field Estates Pty Ltd, Karori, Marchant 
Bros Earthmoving and Transport. White Sponsors Whitebull, Glen Collin Pastoral, 

WFI, Supermoto Armidale, AGFIX, SN Nivison (Jim), Mirrabooka Cattle, Branga Plains 
Pastoral Co,  Ben Nevis Angus, Nerstane, Nutrien Boultons, Walcha Caravan Park. 
Club Sponsors TWM, Walcha Bowling Club, Ashcorp, Regional Australia Bank, 

Peter Norbury Motors, Commercial Hotel, Martins Lime, Dale’s Downtown Meats, 
DJ&CJ Kermode, MA Berry, Lorelmo Poll Merinos, Glenell Shorthorns. 

Rams Donation Yalgoo, Liddle Contracting, Salway Maternal Composites, Old 
Woombi Poll Dorset, Angus Warden, Peter and Rose McNeill, Rose Valley Steel,  
Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross and Debbie Keen, Maryland White Suffolk, 

Cameron and Rachel Greig

First Grade
A nice sunny day greeted the Walcha Rams for their first round clash with Barraba. 
The Walcha reserve grade were given a week off as Barraba were unable to put 
together a reserve grade team. The game started with a wild kickoff from Walcha  
that Barraba claimed. Walcha’s defence was strong getting off the line early and 
showing great aggression and enthusiasm. This defence forced Barraba to kick 
which gave the Rams backline a chance to counter attack. Some slick hands and 
hard running saw  big Sam ‘Just Carry’ Lomax crossing over for Walcha’s first try 
in the corner. The Rams regained the following kick off and started to build some 
phases together, they quickly found themselves on the attack again with some big 
runs from Lachie ‘Holzie’ Holz. Some quick ball and a change of direction saw 
Walcha sweep around to the blind side to find some lazy defenders putting Sam 
Lomax over for his second try of the game. Walcha were starting to raise the 
tempo of the game and moving the Barraba pack around well. Lachie “IYKYK” 
Fletcher was having a great game at halfback directing the forwards around and 
supplying good clean ball for the backs. Walcha continued to find space around the 
Barraba defenders making good metres with every run. Some slick hands off the 
base of a scrum saw Charlie “The Muscle Man” Keen stroll over for his first try of 
the day. Walcha failed to claim the following kickoff which gave Barraba a chance 
to attack. Walcha’s defence was relentless not giving Barraba anything in attack. 
Walcha conceded a string of penalties which kept Barraba on the attack. Richie 
“The Wombat” Hunt delivered some bone rattling tackles around the ruck and Toby 
“From Congi” was having a great game tackling everything and making some big 
carries. Walcha eventually exited their own end and began to pressure the Barraba 
line before half time. This lead to two late tries to The Muscle Man, one set up from 
a 50m run by The Wombat off the kickoff. A beautiful sight in open space. Walcha 
dominated the first half and went into the break leading 36-0.
Walcha began the second half similar to the first by moving the ball around well in 
attack and pushing up and making big tackles in defence. The bash brothers Sam 
“Congi Cowboy” Agar and Edgar “mates call me Bragy” Brags were up to their old 
tricks, executing massive collisions and getting through a mountain of work. James 
“The Hammerhahn” McLean had a huge game making a mountain of tackles and 
slicing through the defence on a number of occasions. Dom “Skate Rat” Bower 
controlled the game well distributing good ball to the Walcha team. Walcha’s set 
piece was good, winning a number of line outs and putting good pressure on the 
Barraba scrum. Walcha kept to their structure in the second half and were able 
to run away with the game scoring 7 second half tries as the Barraba fitness and 
intensity fell away. A big thank you goes out to all the reserve grade players who 
travelled to sit on the bench and help out. It is very much appreciated. This includes 
Will “nickname pending” Chaffey, Hamish “Door” Bell, Billy “Squat Rack” Porter and 
Tom “Sausage specialist” Hoy who managed to score a try off the bench. Always 
good to see a few of the big boys getting off the nudie run. Walcha finished the 
game well and ended up winning 83-7. A clinical performance. 
Points: James McLean 3, Ed Churchill 2, Sam Agar 1 and Players’ Player.
This weekend 
The Rams take on Quirindi at home for our last game of the first round. For  
those who can’t make it to the game, it will be live streamed. To watch go to  
https://youtu.be/GpJzAHdpHF4 
Thank you Dave Healey for setting the live streaming up.
Following the rugby, the Rams have a theme night planned at the club house – 
‘Triple J’ – Jeans, Joggers and Jerseys. So grab your favoutite pair of jeans, a retro 
sport jersey and your finest joggers and come along for a big night out. 
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RUGBY REPORT 
Walcha v gunnedah
By Eric the Spider

NSW National Parks and  
Wildlife Service is hiring!

NSW National Park and Wildlife Service is seeking 
hard-working, reliable individuals interested in 
National Parks! 

We are currently looking to hire for the below roles 
across the Northern Inland region. You can enter 
the job reference numbers listed below to find 
information for specific roles on the I Work for  
NSW website:

•	 Field	Officer	General	Operations	($42,460	pa)
o Temporary position based in Walcha 
o Job Reference Number: 000089OY

•	 Field	Officer	Grade	1/2	($50,018	to	$54,910	pa)
o  1 x temporary position based in Armidale  

for up to 12 months
o  1 x temporary position based in Walcha  

for up to 12 months
o Job Reference Number: 0000895A

•	 Field	Officer	Grade	1/4	($62,656	to	$66,729	pa)
o  3 x temporary positions based in Walcha  

up to June 2022
o  1 x temporary position based in Armidale  

up to June 2022
o Job Reference Number: 00008945. 

Applications Close: Monday  
31 May 2021 (11:59pm)

Please visit the I Work for NSW website via the 
following website bit.ly/3frQwZA

NPWS	is	an	equal	opportunity	 
employer	and	encourage	 
applications	from	all	ages	and	 
genders,	Aboriginal	and	 
Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples,	 
culturally	and	linguistically	 
diverse	groups,	the	LGBTIQ+	 
community,	veterans,	refugees	 
and	people	with	disability.
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Ladies Bowls
Last Thursday Lyn Burnell and Wendy Moore played Jan 
Cross and Veronica Jamieson in Four Bowl Pairs, and 
after 18 ends it was 16 all. An extra end had to be played 
to establish the winners. The final score was 18 – 16 to 
Lyn and Wendy. It was a great game between relatively 
new bowlers. Lyn and Wendy will play Pam Makeham and 
Esther Hunt in the finals. Marg M, Taina and Janice played 
Consistency Bowls with Taina gaining the highest score. 
Our President’s Day is tomorrow. Could all players please 
be there by 9.00am to assist with morning tea.

Bowls
A Grade singles: K Goodwin def M Hamel 31 – 15. 
B Grade singles: A Goodwin def G Clare 31 – 6. 
Draw for this weekend: Saturday 12.00pm start:  
Pairs M Steep and M Hamel v N and B Goodwin. 
Mixed Pairs: P and D Makeham v J Hayes and R Kerr. 

At the 19th
Three dozen players teed off in search of a trophy donated 
by Angus Warden last Sunday, and it was Pip Monie 
winning comfortably after accumulating 43 stableford 
points. Next best on 39 points were Pauline Carter, 
Andrew Crawfords, Nixon Bird and Angus Warden, while 
Miles Archdale finished on 38 points, Deon Lawrence, 
Allan Green and Don Brooks all 36 while Angus Monie, 
Lee Fletcher and Will Brennan picked up the remaining 
sweepstake prizes on countback from David Sweeney 
and Mark Stackman, all on 34 points.
Junior Champion Nixon Bird hit the most accurate tee shot 
on the third hole, whereas no player was clever enough to 
reach the beach on the home hole.
In matchplay Don Brooks defeated Jack O’Hara 4 and 
3. Last Saturday 19 points was a common score in the 
weekly 9 hole competition, with no less than five players 
registering that total.
In the mens’ division Brian Wall counted out David Dunn, 
and in the ladies section Margaret Parsons counted out 
Pip Monie, who in turn counted out Sue Partridge.
Sharpest shooter at the third pin was John McCormack.
This Sunday is the annual Lefthanders v Righthanders 
grudge match for a prize supplied by ‘Mollydookers’ 
captain Warwick Hogan. 
On the subject of lefthanders, what a great effort by Phil 
Mickelson to win the PGA Championship on Monday, 
and in doing so became the oldest player to win a major 
tournament.

Wednesday Golf
Wednesday turned it on weather wise, and in beautiful 
sunshine the girls played a Graham Betts Stableford for 
Prue Morgan’s trophy.
A great win was had by Jill Burnell with 38 points, closely 
followed by Jenny Lisle with 37, Simone Sweeney 36, 
Katie Smith 35 and Penny King 34.
NTP on 3 was also taken by Jill Burnell, with Jenny Lisle 
claiming NTP on 16. The second shot on 7 went to Julie 
Presnell and the second shot on 18 was Penny King.
Today, Wednesday 26 May, we are playing a par event for 
Jeanette Wark’s trophy. 
Wednesday 7 June will be the NSW Women’s 4BBB 
Ambrose Qualifier playing for Penny King and Polly 
Locke’s trophy. Don’t forget to organise yourselves a 
partner for this one.

Competition was fierce at Walcha Central 
School’s annual athletics carnival last Tuesday.
With a jam-packed program, we were able to 
go back to our K – 12 format and it was great 
to have all our students down on the oval 
together.
Congratulations to our Kindy Cup winners, and 
to our new record breakers in high school and 
primary this year.
The inaugural parent / teacher / Year 12 relay 
was a highlight of the day and is an event that 

we hope to see stick around for many years 
to come.  
Unfortunately, we ran out of time to hold 
the presentations so our champions will be 
acknowledged and presented at an assembly 
later this term. We also look forward to an 
update on the house points – to say it is 
extremely close is an understatement. 
Special thanks to staff, families and the P&C 
for making the day so great! Thank you also, 
to our groundsmen for preparing the track and 
field events. 

Fierce competition at 
K–12 Athletics Carnival

Kirra-Lee Murphy leads the pack

Kix Brown and Reva Liddle

Anika McKenna in the lead

Olivia BarnesShanae Bloomfield

Simon Wellings flying high 
in the long jump

Joscisca Matapakia in the long jump

Students cheering on the sideline

Tyler McKinnon competing in the high jump

Teraia Marsters clears the bar
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Tennis
Round 4 of the Eskimo Comp was played out on Tuesday 
18th. Top players on the night were Roxana Mathews, 
Kris Wall, Justin Gibson and Trev Gibson all with a score 
of 18 out of a possible 18. Well done to those players. 
The next club meeting will be held on Monday 12 July and 
all Club members are welcome to attend. See you all at 
the net soon.  

Darts
6 May 2021: At the Apsley Arms the Arrows defeated 
the Bowling Club 8 games to 3. Best for the Apsley – Tu 
135, T Baumer 100, D Baumer 100, V Costigan 66 peg 
and Riley Swift Bird 100 and 102 peg out. For the BC – 
Leanne Presnell 104 and Greenbottle 120. In the other 
game played at the Newie, the Commercial defeated 
the Red Necks 10/1. Top scorers for the Commercial – 
M Allen 122, 144, Sam Steel 102, C Brown 100, 65 peg 
and young Wayne Morris 140. For the Newie – Harry 104, 
Snowy 100 and Ben Green 121.
13 May 2021: At the New England the Apsley Arrows 
defeated the Magnificent 7 10/1. Best for the Apsley – C 
Watts 140, 100x3, G Olrich 100x5, T Baumer 130, 93 peg 
out, V Costigan 121 and Tu Maaka 100. For the Mag 7 – H 
Williams scored 120, C Norbury 132 and M Ireland 120. At 
the Bowling Club the home team defeated the Red Necks 
6/5. Best for the BC – Petra 123, A Levingston 100 and 
Dal Evans 120. For the Red Necks – Ros scored 100 and 
S Eveleigh 140.
20 May 2021: At the Commercial Hotel the Commercial 
team defeated the Bowling Club 9 games to 2. Best for 
the Commercial – M Allan 100, Charlie Brown 100, 115, 
A McGuffog 100 and M Stackman 120,100. For the BC – 
A Green 120. Over at the New England the Magnificent 
7 defeated the Red Necks 6/5. Best for the Mag 7 – L 
Brennan 102, M Ireland 122 and Pete 110. 
This week’s draw: Apsley v Red Necks, Mag 7 v the 
Commercial. The Bowling Club has the week off.

For Sale
GOOD QUALITY FIREWOOD 
Split and delivered.  0427 331 556.

Dead or Alive motorbikes, quads, trikes, 
buggies etc. Any make, any model and all 
parts. Cash on pick up. Phone 0402 861 364.

Oaten Hay 8x4x3 $100/bale. Barley straw 
round bales $100 tonne or $20 per bale. 
Located at Tamworth, can arrange freight. 
Phone Nathan McGuire 0448 773 965.

Rye grass silage, pasture hay, some 8x4x3 
vetch Ph: Call Peter Brazel on 0427 013 133

Give Away
Black Cattle x Border Collie dog – will work 
Phone: 6777 5853.

Garage Sale
Saturday 29 May 9.00am at 161 Oxley 
Drive,  Walcha. Weather proof dog kennels, 
furniture, clothes, shoes, vacuum cleaner, 
china, general bric-a-brac, outdoor setting.

Positions Vacant
PPT & Casual Care 
Service Employee/AIN  
Apsley Riverview Walcha
About Us
Our mission is to provide care and 
accommodation for older Australians, with 
a commitment to excellence. For over 75 
years, we have been one of Australia’s most 
experienced and trusted providers of aged 
care services. We know how to provide 
compassionate care.
About the Role
We currently have vacancies for both 
permanent part time and casual employees 
at our Walcha Facility. As a Care Service 
Employee, you will enhance the well-being of 
our residents by supporting them with a range 
of daily life activities. 
About You
Driven by compassion, you want to make a 
difference to the lives of others. Applying your 
skills from your Certificate III in Aged Care or 
relevant qualification, you are comfortable with 
providing outstanding personal care. Most 
importantly, you have a professional approach 
to providing customer service, and are 
committed to the provision of a truly person-
centred care. 
What we can offer you
As an employee at PAC, you are rewarded 
and recognised for your work, and you’ll have 
access to a range of perks and benefits. These 
include:
• Not-for-profit salary packaging benefits
• Permanent and Casual positions available
• Work with a supportive and dedicated team
• Grow your career with one of Australia’s most 

trusted providers of Aged Care
How you can apply
Head to our website www.pacnsw.org.au 
or email gkington@pcnsw.org.au with any 
questions.

Missing
Black cat with red collar missing from the 
south east side of Walcha. Call 0419 438 861.

Meeting
Amaroo Local Aboriginal Land Council

Extra-ordinary Meeting, 2 June at Amaroo 
meeting room ( Back  of the LALC),  12 noon.
AGENDA: 1. Welcomes; 2. Apologies; 3. 
Minutes of previous meeting; 4. Approval of the 
Amaroo community Land and Business Plan 
(CLBP) 2021 – 2025; 5. Other Business placed 
on the agenda prior to the commencement of 
the meeting.
A copy of the CLBP or a Summary is available 
for viewing on request during business hours. 
All inquiries about this meeting should be 
directed to the CEO during business hours.
Authorised: Alena Stackman, Chairperson.

Public Notices
WASTE DEPOT 

CHANGE OF HOURS 
FOR SUNDAYS

Residents are advised that 
the  Waste Depot hours have 
changed on Sundays from 1pm-
5pm to now 12pm-4pm. Commencing from 
Sunday 6 June 2021.

CHRIS WEBER, INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER
WALCHA COUNCIL 
PO BOX 2, WALCHA  NSW  2354

Fanny Lumsden – Sunday 30 May  
Country Halls Tour, Yarrowitch 3 – 6pm. 

Support acts Raechel Whitechurch/Phoebe 
Imberger. Food/drinks for sale, plus raffle. 

Tickets available at www.countryhallstour.com

Walcha Barber Shop closed from 3.00pm this 
Friday, reopening next Tuesday at 9.30am.

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
WALCHA SURGERY PRACTICE

Flu Vaccine Available 

Phone 6777 2068
0429 668 583

Thank You
To Dr Deng and everybody who works at 
Walcha hospital, thank you very much for 
your care. Liane Zielke

Raffle Results 
Walcha Central School Year 12 Fundraising 
raffle drawn by Shelley Relf. 1st Peter Dunn, 
2nd Mel Benson, 3rd Don Kermode and 
4th Peter McNeill. Thank you to our local 
business houses Paper Dolls, Royal Café 
and Cross Brothers Butchery for the donation 
of vouchers. They were much appreciated.

	To the Big Black Building. Great 
venture, supportive of locals and very 
interesting to locals and tourists.
	To Andrew Robertson and John 

Heffernen who got Lisa’s car going 
one cold, late Friday night in town. 
Very chivalrous and very funny.

Contributions will be received in 
person, by phone or email and must 
include your name and contact details. 
They will be printed at the discretion of 
the editor.



Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

STORAGE  CENTRE  WALCHA
20’ Containers available for rent $30 pw + GST

Secure Undercover parking for cars,  
vans etc $10 pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332
6777 4515

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

• Box wood
• Iron Bark
• Blue Gum
• Stringy Bark
• Split or log form
• Strainer posts
For pick-up or delivery

Dry & Seasoned Firewood

Phone Damian 0418 452 333
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PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of 
The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and 
communicate these letters. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha 
NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and 
Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect 
to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other 
correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the 
article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM.
Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

P u r c e l l
CONTRACT SPRAYING
LANDCRUISER UTE, 14M GRAYTILL BOOM

GPS GUIDED AUTO STEER

Chris Purcell  0408 332 896

ANGLICAN – SUNDAY 7:30am 
Communion and 10.00am Family Service. 
PRESBYTERIAN – SUNDAY Service 
9:30am, you’re welcome to come and join 
us. Youth Group for school years  5 – 11. 
Contact Graham Barnes on 6777 2539 for 
more details. 
CATHOLIC MASS 10:00am with 
conditions. 

ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE

TRADE & PROFESSIONS

6.3x5.4cm $40 per week
6.3x 3cm $30 per week

PHONE 6777 1111

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold Licence No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING &  
EXCAVATION SERVICES

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

24 hour service
for all your electrical needs

6777 2745
159E North St, Walcha. Lic No. 45483c

Ian Bird Electrical

Wool classing crutching 
shearing  fencing
rural labour hire
camp outs

Lynden – 0499 477 716
Karina  – 0456 189 275

SOLICITORS 
PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN 
James Levingston - Sophie Thomson

■ Conveyancing ■ Wills ■ Family Law 

■ Power of  Attorneys ■ Estates
■ Traffic Offences

Ph 6777 2066  Fax 6777 2959
Email: pbbwalcha@northnet.com.au 

LOCAL FIRM – OVER 60YRS IN THE COMMUNITY 



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024    marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

E
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 2
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0
0

Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

Freight & Transport 

Machinery Float 

Road building and maintenance 

Dam maintenance and construc�on  

Firebreaks  ll  Drilling ll  Trenching ll  S�ck Raking 

Mulching  ll  Fence Clearing  ll  General Earthworks 

Erosion Control ll  Site Prepara�on 

Electrical ll  Pipe Laying 

10� Slashing 

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, 
COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

www.eteservices.com.au  

Ian Notley 04188 29188 

Mark Notley 0422 637 686 

Office 02 6777 6595 

WALCHA

 
Thursday 27
9.30am-10am – Ladies Bowls  (New time)

LADIES PRESIDENT'S DAY
1.00pm – Social Bowls

Friday 28  
2.00pm – BINGO
6.00pm – Bistro 
Homemade Rissoles
Marinated Pork Spare Ribs
Beer battered Basa Fillets
Regular menu also & delicious desserts
7.00pm – FREE BINGO 
8.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles followed 

by Members Draw

Saturday 29
6.00pm – Bistro open

Sunday 30
12pm – Bistro open 
1.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles

BASED ON 2020/2021 MEMBERSHIP CARD
NSW permit No. LTPS/11/08895 (conditions apply) 
NSW permit No. LTPS/11/11968  (conditions apply)

Do you live in Walcha Shire? 
If so you MUST be a member 
to enter the Club. 
Social Membership  ................  $15 
Full Membership  .................. $105

Monday to Wednesday 4.00pm to close
Thursday 12 midday to close  
Friday 2.00pm to close 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to close

Phone 6777 2077

MAY

members  members  
drawdraw

$150

THIS SAT 29 MAYTHIS SAT 29 MAY

DJDJ
'ADAM & EVE'

7pm until late

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

•  2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays
Full auto Rate Control
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting


