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‘Tie the Knot’ inducted into 
the Racing Hall of Fame

On Friday 14 May, when ten racing greats were 
elevated to the Australian Racing Hall of Fame 
(ARHOF), Jill Nivison and her brother Sandy Tait’s 
champion thoroughbred Tie the Knot was one of 
those recognised and inducted. 
Tie the Knot, one of Australia’s supreme 
thorougbreds, was a 13-time Group 1 (G1) winner 
over his remarkable career. The powerhouse 
chestnut gelding, raced by Jill and Sandy, now has 
the honour of standing alongside racing greats 
recognised as Australian legends of the turf.  
Tie the Knot, who was known for making late 
charges at the post and bringing racing crowds 
to their feet, claimed stakes races from 1200m to 
3200m, winning the Sydney Cup in both 1998 and 
1999 and capturing the G1 Chipping Norton Stakes 
for four consecutive years between 1999 and 2002. 
Retiring from racing in 2002 with a record of 21 
wins and 17 minor placings, Tie the Knot’s total 
G1 wins has only been topped in Australasia by 
Black Caviar’s 15 wins, Kingston Town’s 14 and is 
equal to Sunline’s. The only other horses to better 
his number of G1 wins are Winx and John Henry 
each with 16 wins, and Forego with 14 wins on an 

international stage. Tie the Knot’s winnings in stake 
money places him well into the top ten on the all-
time Australasian list and he was voted the 1999 – 
2000 Australian Champion Stayer.
Established in 2011, the ARHOF celebrates not 
only the achievements of the horses, but jockeys, 
trainers and administrators for their dedication and 
contribution to thoroughbred racing. Tie the Knot’s 
induction is another accolade for Jill and Sandy 
with the ARHOF – they were inducted themselves 
in 2014 for their dedication and commitment to the 
Racing Industry.
Bob Charley, a great friend of Jill’s and true 
supporter of Country Racing, was also inducted 
into the ARHOF on the night. Bob, who has had a 
distinguished career as a racing administrator is a 
regular at Walcha’s annual Racing Carnival. 
Jill and Sandy’s most recent sensation Cherry 
Tortoni – a relation to the champion Tie the Knot 
– found his distance after breaking through for a 
well deserved win in the Listed Adelaide Guineas 
(1600m) earlier this month. With five wins from 13 
starts, he quite possibly is another future ‘Hall of 
Famer’ for this renowned racing family.

Left: Sandy Tait with ‘Tie the Knot’s’ certificate of induction into the ARHOF (Photo credit ©Atkins Photography).  
Right: ‘Tie the Knot’ ridden by Patrick Payne.
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PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By BRUCE RUTHERFORD
Several huge frosts over the last week are ahead of schedule in my view. 
We might not expect to get these in May, but it appears we have turned the 
corner into the winter months a little on the early side. On the bright side, the 
days that follow are beautiful days. There are more cold nights expected this 
week with temperatures improving briefly later this week.
After a good start to the week last week, the lamb market steadied as the 
week progressed. In Wagga last Thursday, 45,000 sheep and lambs were 
offered, which was less than the previous week, but still a big number 
compared to a few weeks ago. The interesting remark made on the report 
was that lambs over 30kg DW made up a large percentage of the offering 
and yet the lambs heavier than 33kg DW were scarce. 30kg DW lambs 
are big lambs and have probably been held back waiting for the market to 
improve. Dubbo yarded 16,500 sheep and lambs on Monday, which was 
an increase on the previous week and according to the report, the result of 
more frosts and dry conditions. The market at Dubbo was mostly firm, but a 
little easier on the heaviest lambs. Tamworth numbers increased on Monday 
to 3,400 mixed quality sheep and lambs. Lamb numbers were similar to the 
previous sale and the market was quoted easier for most descriptions, but 
the mutton job was a little better. 
The AuctionsPlus weekly report for Sheep and Lambs indicated the strength 
in demand from restockers has not waned at all. Most categories reported 
dearer price trends on the back of less numbers. One of this weeks features 
was the clearance rate for all descriptions of lambs, getting up into the 90 
plus percentage range. Demand for Merino wether lambs reached 93% 
clearance, while crossbred lambs were around 95%. However, clearance 
rates were not as high for the breeders which would indicate sellers are 
happy to hang on and have set higher reserves. SIL ewes sold well with SIL 
Merino ewes averaging $17 higher at $262, while XB ewes averaged $53 
higher at $338 per head. Attention is favouring the SIL breeders rather than 
those not joined, and that is understandable at this time of year. 
The cattle market has continued in the same lane as it has been for weeks. 
With feeder cattle continuing to set the pace above almost all categories. 
Feeder steers with weight are now selling close to 500 c/kg which is 
amazing and you can’t help but feeling well overdone. But there is plenty of 
competition in the space, not enough numbers and buyers seem very keen 
to fill pens. So maybe it is not as amazing as we think. Heavy cattle are still 
holding on, selling to processors with the best of the heavy cows selling 
around 315 c/kg in some markets. It is a long way until the end of winter, 
and if trends maintain their usual form, there could be more in this market in 
August. It is an interesting time. 
My comments last week around COVID-19 vaccinations and the impact 
of the disease in Asia were well read as I received plenty of comment (all 
positive!) around them. The more I talk to people around the vaccination 
subject, the more I realise just how much confusion there appears to be, 
and certainly a lot of apprehension. The reality is, that until there are about 
two thirds of the population vaccinated, our borders will not open. Some say 
that is a good thing, keep the borders closed (must be Queenslanders or 
Sandgropers), but ultimately we need to get our economy going again and 
the borders are a significant part of that process. We rely on a backpackers 
and a FIFO work force from overseas (because many Australians will not 
do the seasonal work), we need tourism, international students and the list 
goes on. Not to mention the forty thousand Australians trying to get home, 
who simply cannot do so because we are incapable of working out how to 
bring them into the country. The sooner borders are opened up, the better 
for every country in my view, and there are a lot of borders already opening 
in other parts of the globe. 
According to the Australian Government Health website, we have managed 
to vaccinate just over 3 million people, which is slow when compared to 
other countries with the vaccine. However, the pace is now picking up which 
is positive. If the media could actually produce a positive story around this 
process for once, the pace may continue and borders may open by the 
middle of next year. The real challenge for the global community is going to 
be getting the disease under control in India, Brazil and many other countries 
far less fortunate than ourselves. Maybe those who do not want to have their 
vaccination could nominate another country their vaccine could be sent to! 
The undeveloped countries around the world possibly have a far greater 
need for the vaccine than the likes of us.    

CONTRACT  
BOOM  
SPRAYING 
AVAILABLE

Contact Dave at Richardsons Walcha on  
0427 012 400 or drop in to see the team.
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This fully renovated rendered and 
tile home is set, high up on the hill 
in a quiet part of town.
• Open plan kitchen/dining/lounge, with gas heating. 

Kitchen consists of gas cooktop, electric oven, 
dishwasher and butlers pantry.

• Three bedrooms with built ins, main has good sized 
walk in robe and ensuite with extra large shower.

• Main bathroom has the ultimate bathtub for those cold 
winters day soaking, vanity, shower and toilet.

• Double carport and garden shed.
• Private entertainers delight on the southern side of the 

home.

Stock and Property Watch 
www.landmarkharcourts.com.au

3n Derby Street Walcha. 6777 2044  ■  Bruce Rutherford 0428 660 328  ■  Peta Carter 0407 350 781  

Oxley Drive Beauty

Enthusiasts Australia-wide  
keen to take the high road

It’s time to top up the fuel tank for the Walcha 
Motorcycle Rally in 2021 thanks to $8,000 
in discretionary funding from the NSW 
Government. The success of the inaugural 
event in 2019 was halted last year by the 
pandemic; costing Walcha’s economy 
approximately $290,000.
Member for Tamworth Kevin Anderson said 
this was great news for Walcha after several 
years of tough economic times.
“The Walcha community has had it 
tough recently. Record drought followed 
by COVID-19 meant the back pockets 
of families in and around Walcha have 
suffered. The Oxley Highway closure has 
only made the situation worse for Walcha’s 
small businesses,” Mr Anderson said.
“With the support of the NSW Government, 
this event will bring great visitor numbers 
into Walcha, which means more cash in 
registers. 
“Walcha sits at the crossroads of two of 
Australia’s best rides, including the Oxley 
Highway, making it a go-to destination for 
touring motorcyclists.
“In the long term, Walcha Council are 
looking at self-funding this event annually 
and with this boost of $8,000 to kick things 

off again, I’m confident that the rally will be a 
success well into the future.” 
Walcha Council’s Tourism Manager Susie 
Crawford said that interest was already high 
for the upcoming event.
“We already have a huge amount of interest, 
with motorcycle enthusiasts wanting to 
attend from far and wide on the 19 and 20 
November,” Mrs Crawford said. 
“The Walcha Motorcycle Rally will provide a 
terrific economic boost to the town and its 
businesses, which all benefit from the event 
being held in the township itself and at the 
showground. We also provide a free shuttle 
bus around the town so that attendees can 
enjoy all the wonderful things that are on 
offer in Walcha.
“We are thrilled to be successful applicants 
for $8,000 in discretionary funding.”
For information or to buy tickets, visit 
walchamotorcyclerally.com.au

Pictured top: Lisa Kirton, Damian Kennedy of 
DK Freestyle, Walcha Mayor Eric Noakes, Kevin 
Anderson MP and Susie Crawford at the 2019 
Walcha Motorcycle Weekend. Right: visit the 
Rally’s website to find out more about this exciting 
event.

• This one bedroom unit is ready to go.
• Tidy kitchen with electric stove.
• Bathroom/laundry with shower/basin 

and toilet.
• Open plan dining and lounge.
• Bedroom with built ins.
• Overlooking Blair's Gully.

$95,000

Strata Unit 

$428,000

• Large block with the potential to build a 
shed or landscape with a lovely garden.
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6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Phone 6777 2588. www.wvs.com.au
*Terms and conditions apply

20kg bag
BARASTOC 
CALM 
PERFORMER

$17 a bag 
Price includes gst

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  

Community Choices 
Champions voting now open

Yvette Stanton, a Walcha-
based internationally regarded 
embroidery designer, teacher 
and author, has released her 
tenth instructional embroidery 
book, “Frisian Whitework: 
Dutch Embroidery from 
Friesland”.
“Five years ago, I was 
contacted by an embroiderer in 
the Netherlands who asked me 
to consider writing a book on 
one of the Dutch styles of needlework. She was concerned that the skills 
and knowledge would be lost. After some initial investigation, I agreed to 
write one on Frisian whitework, which took me three years to write and is 
my biggest book so far,” said Yvette.
Frisian whitework is a style of embroidery that uses mostly white thread 
on white fabric. Yvette’s book features photographs of historical pieces 
that she studied at the Fries Museum in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands. 
All of the stitches are explained using step-by-step instructions with clear 
diagrams, and explained twice – once for right-handers and once for 
left. The book features ten projects ranging from small to large, including 
cushions, table linen, two beautiful samplers and a pincushion. For those 
who have limited access to quality embroidery supplies, Yvette sells 
supplies for each of her projects. 
Yvette will be teaching a class in this style of embroidery at Walcha 
Handmade at the end of August, which is almost booked out. If demand 
is high Yvette will look at running more classes either later this year or 
early next year. She has a number of other classes scheduled, with one 
on Mountmellick embroidery (from Ireland) and one on a style of pattern 
darning from Norway.
To purchase a copy of Frisian Whitework or book in for a workshop call 
Yvette on 6714 4708, or go to her website www.vettycreations.com.au.

Voting for Essential Energy’s Community Choices program, which 
supports local groups across its footprint by offering funds up to $2,500 
for successful candidates, opened yesterday.
A total funding pool of $175,000 is up for grabs, with funding available 
in 20 zones across rural, regional and remote New South Wales and 
parts of southern Queensland. The electricity network distributor hopes 
to support as many as 140 community organisations who give so much 
to their communities.
Of the 22 eligible to vote for in our area, Zone 11, only two are local. 
Walcha Handmade Community Cooperative and the newly formed 
Yarrowitch Community Group are on the list and both would love your 
support and help them receive some of the funding on offer. 
Voting for Community Choices Champions is easy and can be completed 
online. Simply go to www.essentialenergy.com.au/choices and follow a 
few simple steps. When asked for a Zone enter 11, then you can manually 
enter the group you wish to vote for, or select from the dropdown menu. 
You can vote once per day up until the close of voting, which is 5.00pm 
Monday 31 May.
The groups with the highest community votes will receive a share of the 
program funding for their zone, so jump online and help these two local 
organisations.

New book by local author
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Award winner, chart topper and local 
talent to perform at Yarrowitch Hall 

Fanny Lumsden’s eighth Country Halls Tour, 
which kicked off at Hillston last Friday night, will 
make its way to Yarrowitch Community Hall on 
30 May for an afternoon of live entertainment.
An Aria Award winner for Best Country Album 
and 5x Golden Guitar winner, including Alt 
Country Album and Female Artist of the Year, 
Fanny will be playing at 25 country halls across 
the country over the coming months. 
The tour includes great support acts and also 
aims to promote local talent from each town. 
Talented young local singer/songwriter and 
PLC Armidale student Phoebe Imberger will 
kick-the concert off at Yarrowitch, followed 
by touring support act Raechel Whitechurch. 
Raechel who recently topped the ARIA country 
music charts will entertain the crowd before 
Fanny and her band ‘The Prawns’ take to the 
stage.

Concert Program

2.45pm  VIP meet and greet
3.15pm  Entry, food and bar
4.00 – 6.00pm  Live performances
6.00 – 7.45pm  Food, drinks and mingling

The Yarrowitch Community Group will have 
a BBQ running selling delicious steak and 
sausage sandwiches along with non-alcohilic 
refreshments, while the New England Brewing 
Company will be on-hand serving beer. 
Glasses of wine will also be available from the 
Hunter Valley’s Brokenwood, Tyrell’s, Wiley 
Rooster and Two Rivers Estates. 
Tickets are available online and your Services 
NSW Discover Vouchers are accepted. VIP 
tickets are $55, General Admission $35, Family 
$90, and Under 5 years are free. 
Numbers for this event are limited, so if you are 
wanting to attend please purchase your tickets 
today at www.countryhallstour.com

Sunday 30 May is gearing up to be a great day out at Yarrowitch for 
music lovers, but you best get your tickets fast!

Pictured above: 
Fanny Lumsden  
with her five Golden 
Guitar awards. 
Left: Support act  
Raechel Whitechurch
Right: Local talent 
Phoebe Imberger will 
also perform at the  
Yarrowitch Hall.

6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

  SAM PAYNE 0428 667 404  | ANDREW BLOMFIELD 0428 667 402
RON VINCENT 0427 775 821 | GARY OLRICH  0402 432 132   

  TROY DAVEY 0427 157 557REAL ESTATE  
& LIVESTOCK 6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.auFOR LATEST 
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ONLINE 
AUCTION

Due to the overwhelming 
number of entries received, 
online auction will now be 

starting on
Wed. 2nd June 2021

Closing 3pm 6th June 2021
Open to all entries NEW or USED

CHECK OUR WEBPAGE
 FOR UPDATES AND PHOTOS

Andrew Blomfield 0428 667 402
Sam Payne 0428 667 404

CLEARING SALE 
30th May 2021 Starting 10am

“Wilberforce” 
Surveyors Creek Rd Woolbrook

A/c Don and Robyn Scott

Fiat 780 Tractor c/w over axel blade, Fiat 540 tractor c/w under axel blade, Fordson major 
tractor, Polaris Ranger side by side, Mustang skid steer c/w 4 in 1 bucket (pallet forks, hay 
forks, trencher, post hole auger), 12’x6’trailer & cattle float, 1 tonne super spreader, Hardi 
boom spray, Suzuki AG bike, Yamaha AG bike, spray tank & Honda pump, 3x1 tonne 
storage bins, carry all, cement mixer, slasher, Stihl 660 chainsaw, septic tank (as new), fuel 
tanks, drill press, mig/tig welder, 400 steel posts, Armco railing, 2 tonne feed bin, 10 feed 
troughs, quantity of fencing material, pumps, tools, drench guns etc, chainsaws, spray tanks, 
10 bales of oaten & lucerne hay 8x4x3, lots of implements to suit small tractors. Numerous 
Power tools, workshop equipment, tools, ladders, chains  & collectables.
HOUSEHOLD: King Size bed, Queen size bed, single beds, Kitchen Table & chairs, Fridge/
freezer, Massage Chair, 3 pce lounge, Exercise bike, numerous other items including 
cutlery, glasses crockery etc.
PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON PITTSON’S WEBSITE
Catering: Walcha Lions Club

Enquires: Gary Olrich 0402 432 132

Change
of Date 
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

COVID-19 vaccines continue to roll out to those most at risk. 

People aged 50 and over can receive their COVID-19 vaccine at one
of the selected vaccination clinics or at participating general practices. 

It’s voluntary, free and the best way to protect you and your community. 

Our Therapeutic Goods Administration continues to closely monitor
the safety of all vaccines in Australia.

To fi nd out where you can get vaccinated 
visit australia.gov.au or call 1800 020 080

AGED 50 
AND OVER?
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On Tuesday 4 May, 39 students from Walcha Central School participated in 
the PSSA Zone Cross Country in Armidale. The squad performed strongly, with 
students running their 2 and 3 kilometre races with enthusiasm and determination. 
Congratulations everyone for outstanding results on the day.
Hudson France, Anna Benson, Hugo Ussher, Fletcher France and Preston Latham 
will now represent the Armidale Region at the North West Cross Country Carnival 
in Coolah on 10 June. We wish them all the best of luck.

Strong performance  
from Walcha Central School  

at Zone Cross Country
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2 acres on a flat block with beautiful lawns, garden and vegie patches
• 3 bedrooms all with built-ins
• Kitchen with dishwasher, walk-in-pantry, double oven and electric cook top
• Family room catching winter sun
• Lounge room with wood fire
• 3 way bathroom with second shower and toilet in garage
• Separate dining room
• Very large under cover entertaining area
• Country feel with no close neighbours $540,000

TWO ACRES NEW LISTING 

• Three bedrooms all with built-ins
• Kitchen and Dining area
• Lounge room with reverse cycle air conditioning
• Lovely sunroom on northern side
• Bathroom with shower and bathtub
• Numerous sheds and spacious back yard. $295,000

Local boys compete 
at Country Champs

Three local boys were members of the Central North’s 
Under 13 Years Rugby Union rep team that competed at 
the NSW Country Championships at Nelsons Bay on the 
weekend.
Jock Bullen, Toby Crawford and Will Hall were selected in 
the team and have been busy competing in several trial 
games in the lead up to the Championships. Unfortunatley 
for Toby he was injured in one these games, but still made 
the trip to Nelsons Bay to support his team mates and run 
water during their games.
At the championships Central North took on several teams 
including the Central Coast, New England, Central West 
and Far North Coast. The boys enjoyed the experience of 
attending the championships. Winners of the U13 division at 
the Championships were the team from the Central Coast.
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The Ultimate The Ultimate 
Yard Care PackYard Care Pack

WINWIN

SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND 
REGISTER ONLINE AT REGISTER ONLINE AT 

PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WINFOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

See terms and conditions at pursehouserural.com.au NSW Lotteries Number: 
APP - 0008440952

Valued at over $20,000Valued at over $20,000

www.pkf.com.au
12n Derby Street
Walcha NSW 2354
Phone: 6777-2377

• Accounting and financial reporting
• Taxation Services
• Business Support
• Superannuation
• Cash flow projections
• GST support and advice
• Bookkeeping and record systems 
• Audit and assurance
• Strategic alliances

PKF Chartered Accountants  offer clients  
access to full suite of professional services including:

PETER BRAZEL 
Rural Contracting

HAY & SILAGE SALES
Silage Contracting Pit or Stacked
22 Ton Excavator with attachment
Tipper Hire
Silage Grab Hire
Pasture Sowing
Pasture Topping - 3 metre mower
Business Insurance 

Peter 0427 013 133 or 6777 6534
Irwin 0408 311 321

Rural Aid thanks 
their incredible volunteers 

Australia’s leading rural 
charity couldn’t function 
without its generous team 
of volunteers. 
John Warlters is the CEO 
of Rural Aid and said the 
charity wouldn’t be where 
it is today without the 
hundreds of volunteers 
who’ve dedicated their 
time, energy and money 
to bettering the lives of 
others. 
“We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful team of volunteers ready 
to drop everything and help out Aussie farmers and their communities,” 
Mr Warlters said.  
“Just last month, we had more than 20 volunteers put their lives on hold, 
on short notice, to help out flood-ravaged farmers in New South Wales. 
“Our volunteers consistently give their all to Rural Aid. Volunteers are 
integral to the Our Town makeover events, the Farm Army work program 
and to the running of the Rural Aid office. 
“They travel hundreds of kilometers, sometimes forgoing their own beds, 
and spend their days toiling away, for the betterment of our farmers. It’s 
truly inspirational.” 
Mr Warlters said their work doesn’t go unnoticed. 
“We are so grateful to these everyday Aussies. A huge, heartfelt thanks 
for all the invaluable work you do.” 
Rural Aid is always welcoming of new volunteers. To find out more, head 
to the www.ruralaid.org.au or call 1300 327 624.

Rural Aid volunteers helping out  
on the Taree floodfront
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NSW National Parks and  
Wildlife Service is hiring!

NSW National Park and Wildlife Service is seeking 
hard-working, reliable individuals interested in 
national Parks! 

We are currently looking to hire for the below roles 
across the Northern Inlands region. You can enter 
the job reference numbers listed below to find 
information for specific roles on the I Work for  
NSW website:

•	 Field	Officer	General	Operations	($42,460	pa)
o Temporary position based in Walcha 
o Job Reference Number: 000089OY

•	 Field	Officer	Grade	1/2	($50,018	to	$54,910	pa)
o  1 x temporary position based in Armidale  

for up to 12 months
o  1 x temporary position based in Walcha  

for up to 12 months
o Job Reference Number: 0000895A

•	 Field	Officer	Grade	1/4	($62,656	to	$66,729	pa)
o  3 x temporary positions based in Walcha  

up to June 2022
o  1 x temporary position based in Armidale  

up to June 2022
o Job Reference Number: 00008945. 

Applications Close: Thursday  
20 May 2021 (11:59pm)

Please visit the I Work for NSW website via the 
following website bit.ly/3frQwZA

NPWS	is	an	equal	opportunity	 
employer	and	encourage	 
applications	from	all	ages	and	 
genders,	Aboriginal	and	 
Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples,	 
culturally	and	linguistically	 
diverse	groups,	the	LGBTIQ+	 
community,	veterans,	refugees	 
and	people	with	disability.

BL
Z_

LP
24

49

Red Sponsors Transwest Fuels, WVS, TA Field Estates Pty Ltd, Karori, Marchant 
Bros Earthmoving and Transport. White Sponsors Whitebull, Glen Collin Pastoral, 

WFI, Supermoto Armidale, AGFIX, SN Nivison (Jim), Mirrabooka Cattle, Branga Plains 
Pastoral Co,  Ben Nevis Angus, Nerstane, Nutrien Boultons, Walcha Caravan Park. 
Club Sponsors TWM, Walcha Bowling Club, Ashcorp, Regional Australia Bank, 

Peter Norbury Motors, Commercial Hotel, Martins Lime, Dale’s Downtown Meats, 
DJ&CJ Kermode, MA Berry, Lorelmo Poll Merinos, Glenell Shorthorns. 

Rams Donation Yalgoo, Liddle Contracting, Salway Maternal Composites, Old 
Woombi Poll Dorset, Angus Warden, Peter and Rose McNeill, Rose Valley Steel,  
Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross and Debbie Keen, Maryland White Suffolk, 

Cameron and Rachel Greig

First Grade: On Saturday the Rams took on the unbeaten, top of the table Gunnedah 
Red Devils. Walcha started the game perfectly winning the ball back off their own kick-off 
and immediately working into their structure and making inroads up the field through the 
Gunnedah defence. It didn’t take long for Wally ‘The Slipper Somerton Sheep Breeder’ 
Davidson to slice through a gap and muscle his way over for the Rams first try. With the 
wind at the Walcha Rams backs they soon found themselves pressuring the Gunnedah 
defence once again. A quick blindside play exposed some lazy Gunnedah defenders and 
Sam ‘just carry’ Lomax barged over for a try in the corner. Walcha had their tails up and 
were looking very dangerous. Keen to get in on the action, Patty ‘The ugly Keen’ Keen 
decided to take one of his trademark runs scoring another solo try, beating defenders 
with strength and speed. All this try scoring was too tempting for Walcha as they steered 
away from their game plan in the last 15 minutes and gave away too many penalties, 
gifting Gunnedah territory and possession. Walcha were forced to defend their line with 
Gunnedah having a number of attacking opportunities. Some big shots from Edgar 
‘mates call me Bragsy’ Brags and Richie ‘The Wombat’ Hunt proved too much for the 
gunnedah attack forcing turnovers which saw Lachie ‘IYKYK’ Fletcher hammering the 
ball 55m up field and exiting the Walcha end. Half time saw the Walcha Rams leading 
Gunnedah 24-0. The second half was going to be a challenge with Walcha running 
directly into a stiff icy breeze. Walcha elected to run the ball out of their own half rather 
then kick, which proved fruitful straight away with ‘The Ugly Keen’ adding another long 
range try to his tally. The second half saw the Walcha forwards really start to dominate 
the Gunnedah pack, muscling them up and out performing them across the park. Henry 
‘Loved up Les’ Leslie had the line out humming along, which keeps getting better every 
week. James ‘Hammerhahn’ McLean continues to be the most versatile front rower in 
the zone, showing big strength up front and speed and handling out-wide. The young 
bulls Sam ‘Congi Cowboy’ Agar and Gus ‘Somerton Alpha’ Davidson continue to throw 
there bodies into every contact with little to no sense of self preservation. Dom ‘Skate 
Rat’ Bower controlled the game well and is apparently fielding offers from the Uralla 
Tigers and Bundy Bears for the 2022 season. Eddy ‘The Emu’ Cordingley had one of 
his best games of the year, effectively shutting down the very dangerous Gunnedah 
fullback out wide. Walcha had one of their best performances of the season and continue 
to build week after week. The young forward pack laid an excellent foundation and 
gave the backs plenty of go forward and opportunities to attack outwide. Walcha ended 
up winning 50-7 putting together a clinical performance across the paddock. Points:  
3 Patty Keen, 2 James McLean, 1 Ed Cordingley, Players’ player - Sam Lomax.
Reserve Grade: Saturday morning saw 15 boys pull on the red and white to play 
against Gunnedah. The day started well with some solid carries by the forwards, lead 
by Jack ‘Put me back to 10’ Ticehurst, but some miscommunication saw Gunnedah get 
the first points on the board. The Rams answered with a beautifully intercepted try by 
Angus ‘Ockenhauser’ Mactavish, who offloadedd to Nat ‘Didn’t lose a line out’ Brazel 
who scored under the sticks. This lifted the spirits and the boys were back in contention. 
With an early injury to Troy ‘sticky’ Tape, Gunnedah took advantage in attack on the 
weakened backline and crossed two more times. With half time approaching and some 
handy ball work and good metres gained by Billy Joel Jarvis and Jim ‘Jimbo’ Boyd, the 
boys saw the white line and Billy ‘Look at my legs’ Porter crossed putting the score to 
20-12. In the second half Gunnedah cycled through their reserves and the fresh legs put 
another two tries on the board. Not discouraged by this, Angus Mactavish tried a short 
kick off and was rewarded after putting his body on the line to regain possession. A few 
runs later by Toby ‘don’t touch my hair’ Marshall and Hamish ‘I really prefer wing’ Bell, 
Jack Ticehurst hit a gap to run 30 metres and put it down under the sticks. Gunnedah 
put the back three to the test with deep kicks, but Nick ‘the Viper’ Rogers with quick new 
boots shut that down with good cover from Jimbo and Billy Joel. WIth the scoreboard 
at 34-17, a last hoorah by the forwards saw Billy Porter cross again for a full time score 
34-22. A courageous effort by the boys with plenty of positives. Points 1 Ross Monie 
and Matty Tisdell, 2 Jack Ticehurst, 3 and Players’ Player Toby Marshall.
Next week the Rams take on Barraba at Barraba.
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RUGBY REPORT 
Walcha v gunnedah
By Eric the Spider and his spidery friend
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Death Notice
Stier: Colleen Marea
Passed away peacefully

15th May 2021
Dearly beloved wife of Eric (dec), much loved 
Mother, Mother-in-law, Grandmother and 
Great Grandmother to Margo, Amanda (dec), 
Peter, Jamie, Patsy, Angela and their families.

Aged 83 years – resting in peace.

Anniversary
Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Brenda and John Walker 20/5/61

Lots of love from Family and Friends

For Sale
GOOD QUALITY FIREWOOD 
Split and delivered.  0427 331 556.

Dead or Alive motorbikes, quads, trikes, 
buggies etc. Any make, any model and all 
parts. Cash on pick up. Phone 0402 861 364.

Oaten Hay 8x4x3 $100/bale. Barley straw 
round bales $100 tonne or $20 per bale. 
Located at Tamworth, can arrange freight. 
Phone Nathan McGuire 0448 773 965.

Rye grass silage, pasture hay, some 8x4x3 
vetch Ph: Call Peter Brazel on 0427 013 133

For Lease
Salon for lease part week – Hill Street Hair 
Hut. Call Suzie: 0432 248 615.

Meetings
Walcha Support Group Inc. Thurs 27 May 
1pm at WCCC rooms Middle St. All Welcome.

Public Notices

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
WALCHA SURGERY PRACTICE

Phone 6777 2068
0429 668 583

Walcha Barber Shop closed from 3.00pm this 
Friday, reopening next Tuesday at 9.30am.

Ladies Bowls
Last Friday the Singles Final was played. Pam Makeham 
had a handy lead only to see Esther Hunt fight back, 
then Pam regaining her composure to win the final 26-16 
Congratulations Pam for being crowned the 2021 Singles 
Champ.
The Four Bowls Championships also commenced with 
Jan Cross and Veronica Jamieson defeating the more 
experienced pair of Marg Morris and Pat Laurie in a 
close contest 16-13. The Four Bowls Pairs draw for this 
Thursday 20 May: Jan Cross and Veronica v Lyn Burnell 
and Wendy, Marg Tickle and Debbie v Esther and Pam.
In Social Bowls  Debbie and Carol defeated Janet and 
Wendy 12-10, while Marg Tickle and Esther defeated Lyn 
Burnell and Janice 14-10.
Walcha sent three teams to the Uralla Presidents last 
Wednesday with Pam, Lyn Burnell and Marg Tickle 
coming home winners of the day.
Don’t forget our Presidents Day is the 27 May. This 
Thursday is our monthly meeting commencing at 1.00pm.

Bowls
Results: Triples F Henry, I Bird & D Makeham Def G 
Bird, G Carter & R Kerr 22-21. This Saturday: A group 
of bowlers are heading to Bendemeer for a social day. 
Everyone meet at the Bowling Club at 8:30am and we will 
travel down from there. Sunday: B Grade Singles Semi: 
G Clare v A Goodwin, marker M Bullen. A Grade singles: 
K Goodwin v M Hamel, marker I Bird. 
Dads Army: We welcomed a visitor from Queensland on 
Thursday. Dave, who was teamed up with Mick Bullen and 
Andrew McGuffog, won the “chooks” when they defeated 
Barry Kliendherst, Noel Goodwin and John Watts 17-14.
The second game saw Denis Makeham, Tony Asmus and 
Peter Hayes defeat Brian Goodwin, John McLean and 
Eric O’Keefe 21 - 4. The game was  closer than the score 
indicated as after seven ends they led 6 - 1 and scored 3 
shots on the last three ends to win. Peter won the raffle.

At the 19th
Last Sunday a good field of 35 players teed off in the 
monthly stroke medal round for a trophy donated by 
Lachie Fletcher where Mark Stackman was declared 
overall winner after he carded a 62 nett which also entitled 
him to the A Grade mug. Twelve time Club Champion 
Tim Stackman (including 11 in succession), shot a 3 
over par 73 to clinch the scratch event, engaging his flat 
stick on 22 occassions to take out the putting competition 
and caressed the longest A Grade drive. The long drive 
competitions are sponsored by Tony ‘Backhand Larry’ 
Asmus, where Dion Bird belted the biggest B Grade ball 
and Mal Ballard cracked the longest in C Grade.
‘Waterloo Mayor’ Ross King won the B Grade mug with a 
72 nett, while Bryan Lynch was victorious in C Grade after 
registering a 73 nett. Sharpest Shooters were Ross King 
(3) Bryan Lynch (9) Max Holstein (16), whereas no player 
was clever enough to reach the beach on the home hole. 
The coveted ‘Pink Shirt’ for most putts was eagerly 
received by Bill Fletcher who averaged two jabs per hole 
to rack up 36. Sweepstakes went to Ross King, Bryan 
Lynch, Barry Hoad and Lee Fletcher both on 73 Nixon 
Bird, David Dunn, Mal Ballard and Neil Dark all on 74 on 
countback from Cheryl McDonald, Alex Gill and Andrew 
Crawford all also on 74. In matchplay former English 
Wrestler Mal Ballard defeated John McCormack 5 up. 
Last Sunday David Dunn accumulated 16 stableford points 
to win the weekly Nine Hole Competition from Allan Laurie 
on 15 points on countback from Bryan Lynch. A countback 
was called to determine the ladies winner which was Vicki 
Heffernan over Sue Partridge after both compiled 12 points 
each. NTP on 3 went to Allan Laurie.
This Sunday is a stableford round where Angus Warden 
is in charge of supplying the prize. A gentle reminder that 
Sunday golf commences at 11:30am until the end of winter.
Vets Golf So near but yet so far for the Walcha Veterans 
Pennants Golf team who travelled to compete in the final 
round of the New England competition at Glen Innes last 
Thursday. Going into the final round Walcha and Guyra 
were equal leaders, but at the end of the day it was Guyra 
who prevailed by just a single point after they scored 219 
points to 218. Walcha were represented by 28 players 

and by all accounts there were several hard luck stories 
of short missed puts at vital times which didn’t help the 
cause. Best Walcha scores in the final round were Alex 
Gill 35, Wayne Brennan 33, Penny King 32 and Steph 
Sweeney 31. The Jock Nivison Memorial trophy for the 
Walcha player who scores the most points throughout the 
Pennants competition went to Wayne Brennan on 162, 
just ahead of runner-up Cheryl McDonald 161.
Overall team scores: Guyra 1166, Walcha 1165, Armidale 
1134, Glen Innes 1118, Uralla 997.

Wednesday Golf
A small group of players took to the field last Wednesday 
to play Stroke, Putting and Monthly Mug for Julie Olrich’s 
trophy, along with the third medal round and the Mabel 
McKenzie.
Three players came in with 73 points. The winner 
being Sue Partridge and sweepstakes going to Sally 
McCormack and Vicki Heffernan on a countback. Second 
shot on 18 went to Vicki Heffernan and Sal McCormack 
nailed the putting with 22 putts.
The Division 1 winner was Vicki Heffernan, Division 2 Sue 
Partridge and 3rd Division went to Katie Smith.
This Wednesday 19 May is a Graham Betts Stableford 
playing for Prue Morgan’s trophy and Wednesday 26 will 
be a par event playing for Jeanette Wark’s trophy.

Tennis
Round 3 of the 2021 Eskimo Comp that was to be played 
on Tuesday 11 May was washed out. 
The yearly street stall was held on Saturday 15 May. 
Heather Scott won the load of wood, Ben Little the fruit 
tray and Ida Hoy the meat tray. 
Thanks to Dennis Wall for getting the wood and to 
everyone who helped on the stall. 
The next club meeting will be held on Monday 12 July 
and all members are welcome to attend. See you all at 
the net soon.  



Becky Tate
at New Beginnings Hair Studio

For all your hair needs
Monday's only from 3rd May

Call salon for your appointment
02 6777 2224

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

STORAGE  CENTRE  WALCHA
20’ Containers available for rent $30 pw + GST

Secure Undercover parking for cars,  
vans etc $10 pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332
6777 4515

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

• Box wood
• Iron Bark
• Blue Gum
• Stringy Bark
• Split or log form
• Strainer posts
For pick-up or delivery

Dry & Seasoned Firewood

Phone Damian 0418 452 333
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PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of 
The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and 
communicate these letters. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha 
NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and 
Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect 
to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other 
correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the 
article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM.
Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

P u r c e l l
CONTRACT SPRAYING
LANDCRUISER UTE, 14M GRAYTILL BOOM

GPS GUIDED AUTO STEER

Chris Purcell  0408 332 896

ANGLICAN – SUNDAY 7:30am 
Communion and 10.00am Family Service. 
PRESBYTERIAN – SUNDAY Service 
9:30am, you’re welcome to come and join 
us. Youth Group for school years  5 – 11. 
Contact Graham Barnes on 6777 2539 for 
more details. 
CATHOLIC MASS 10:00am with 
conditions. 

ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE

TRADE & PROFESSIONS

6.3x5.4cm $40 per week
6.3x 3cm $30 per week

PHONE 6777 1111

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold Licence No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING &  
EXCAVATION SERVICES

0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

ELECTRICIAN
Ian & Cherryl Cameron

•  Installations  • Repairs 
• Household wiring

6777 1190  Lic. 46478C

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024    marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

Freight & Transport 

Machinery Float 

Road building and maintenance 

Dam maintenance and construc�on  

Firebreaks  ll  Drilling ll  Trenching ll  S�ck Raking 

Mulching  ll  Fence Clearing  ll  General Earthworks 

Erosion Control ll  Site Prepara�on 

Electrical ll  Pipe Laying 

10� Slashing 

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, 
COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

www.eteservices.com.au  

Ian Notley 04188 29188 

Mark Notley 0422 637 686 

Office 02 6777 6595 

WALCHA

 
Thursday 20
9.30am-10am – Ladies Bowls  (New time)
1.00pm – Social Bowls

Friday 21  
2.00pm – BINGO
6.00pm – Bistro 
Homemade Shepherd's Pie
Creamy Garlic Prawn Fettuccine
Chicken and Sweet Corn Soup with  
 Damper Roll
Regular menu also & desserts
7.00pm – FREE BINGO 
8.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles followed 

by Members Draw

Saturday 22
6.00pm – Bistro open

Sunday 23
12pm – Bistro open 
1.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles BASED ON 2020/2021 MEMBERSHIP CARD

NSW permit No. LTPS/11/08895 (conditions apply) 
NSW permit No. LTPS/11/11968  (conditions apply)

Do you live in Walcha Shire? 
If so you MUST be a member 
to enter the Club. 
Social Membership  ................  $15 
Full Membership  .................. $105

Monday to Wednesday 4.00pm to close
Thursday 12 midday to close  
Friday 2.00pm to close 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to close

Phone 6777 2077

MAY

members  members  
drawdraw

$100

 LINMAC ENGINEERING

211N Pakington Street WALCHA
Phone 6777 2822 Email linmac1@nsw.chariot.net.au

Check out our new facebook page: 
Linmac Engineering Walcha

AUTHORISED HUSQVARNA DEALER

IF YOU NEED IT – We make it!
CUSTOM TRAYS AND TIPPERS

 � Customer consultations  
to make sure we build  
to YOUR individual  
specifications

 �  Sandblasted and 
powdercoated

 �  Toolboxes, timber floors,  
tipper trays, water tanks ... 
whatever you need!

THIS SAT 22 MAYTHIS SAT 22 MAY

DJDJ
'ADAM & EVE'

7pm until late


