
12 May 2021CIRCULATION 1810 P 02 6777 1111 F 02 6777 1112 wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au walchatelecottage.com.au

thebigblackbuilding 
opening this Friday

 CURRABUBULA RED CROSS ART EXHIBITION & SALES
Currabulbula Memorial Hall
OPENING NIGHT 
Thursday 27 May 6-9pm – $20
OPEN
Friday 28 May 10am-5pm
Saturday 29 May 10am-5pm
Sunday 30 May 10am-4pm
Daily entry $15 double – $10 single

STERLING SILVER
GUEST EXHIBITOR
DEMONSTRATORS
HANDMADE TREASURES
Morning Tea, light lunch & afternoon 
tea available for purchase

Contact: John 0428 255 062
www.currabubulaartshow.com.au 

This Friday 14 May will see the doors open in Derby Street at one of 
Walcha’s newest ventures, Adam Iuston’s thebigblackbuilding.
Situated in the unmissable, newly painted building at the crossroads of 
our town, thebigblackbuilding is an exciting space for local craftsmen and 
women, artisans and lovers of all things eclectic.
Open from 10am – 4pm Friday to Sunday, the building will house individual 
retail spaces and provide locals and travellers alike with a new shopping 
experience. 
Ten retailers will have their spaces ready for you to browse, including 
silversmith Erika Syrjanen with her handmade jewellery and sculptures, 
Paula Dyason of Imagine, Design, Create, and Cathy Brooks and Lisa 
Jackson who have combined to create a space selling homewares, trinkets 
and unique pieces. With 26 spaces available in total, and more retailers 
due to set-up in the coming weeks, thebigblackbuilding will soon become 
another reason for travellers to make Walcha a weekend destination.
Adam invites you to call in from 10am this Friday, or join him in the evening 
to celebrate the launch of thebigblackbuilding. For those who are interested 
in a space, please contact Adam on 0411 713 566 or register your interest 
at thebigblackbuilding.com. 

WALCHAFARMERSMARKET.ORG.AU

MARKET
FARMERS’

NEW STALLHOLDERS WELCOME

This
SAT!
JOIN US FOR AN a�ay 
of seasonal produce, 
fresh co��, sw�ts 

& pastries, BACON & 
E� RO�S, plants, LIVE 

MUSIC plus more!!!  

‘END OF SEASON’
RA�LE!

TO WIN IN OUR
BE IN THE RU�ING 

See our facebook page 
for more details
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OK EARTHMOVING
PH 6777 7430  FAX 6777 7448

• Earthworks • Road Construction • Erosion Work • 
• Stick Raking • Dam building •

PETER O’KEEFE: 0429 944 821 JASON HOY: 0437 277 197

By BRUCE RUTHERFORD
Another week of mild weather has done wonders, giving us more time 
before inevitable wintry conditions move in. Not that we ever get too much 
of that in May or even in June, but we have already had some very cold 
weather in April, and we can only be getting closer to the next blast. It has 
been wonderful to get through another week without a frost.
There is a rain event forecast for the south this week, with big rain expected 
in the south east of the state. Some of that may venture north, but we are 
not expected to see anything significant. I think the winter croppers out there 
in the north west are hoping it stays away for a bit longer as they are going 
hell for leather with their planting. Temperatures are expected to drop by the 
weekend and it looks like it could be a cold one. 
It seems lamb numbers may be tightening up this week, with all centres I 
looked at on the MLA reports recording less numbers. Bendigo on Monday 
yarded just 13,000 sheep and lambs, with the market reporting sharp gains 
in prices as a result. Lamb prices were quoted $5 to $15 per head dearer 
with keen interest in the better trade lambs. Dubbo yarded similar numbers 
and was also dearer, but not to the extent of Bendigo. Prices in Dubbo were 
quoted about $5 dearer while mutton prices were $9 to $12 dearer. Tamworth 
yarded just 1,700 sheep and lambs with prices steady. It is interesting to see 
Merino lambs selling as well as they are. I am told that a big part of this is 
the difference in the value of the skins, with Merino wool selling much better 
today than the XB wool. The heavy Merino lambs are selling as well as the 
XB lambs in dollar terms, which is extraordinary.
I did have a look at the reporting markets for cattle on the MLA website, 
but alas the aliens have moved in. Once again some genius has created a 
new website and layout which is much more cumbersome than the last one. 
Not only that, they have managed to mix up the reports, so the cattle report 
reflects the sheep and lamb statistics! Attention to detail may be a problem 
there. Anyway, the long and short of it all was that there is little change in 
cattle markets this week!
It amazes me how many people are either anti-vaccinations in general or 
maybe just hesitant to have the COVID vaccination (I hate the word Jab). I 
was talking to someone in Canberra last week who was called in urgently 
to have his vaccination, because there were people who didn’t show for 
their appointment and vaccine would go to waste if they did not use it. That 
was the story he was told at the vaccination centre and I accept that it is 
right. Anecdotally, we do hear other stories where vaccine clinics are not well 
attended as community concern around the extremely remote possibility of a 
bad reaction to the vaccine is at the forefront. The media and the way it has 
jumped on any adverse reactions to the vaccine have been far from helpful 
in my view. 
Without having a serious outbreak of COVID I think we are becoming very 
complacent about the disease and its virility. We have family living in Asia 
and the stories we hear about outbreaks over there are horrendous. We 
are such a precious lot in Australia and in my view we can’t even begin to 
contemplate what they are doing in the third world to try to remain safe. 
Their health system cannot cope with a small outbreak, let alone something 
widespread. They are starving because they have no capacity to store food. 
In many third world countries, they would give their eye teeth to have the level 
of access (any access would do) to the vaccines many of us are hesitant to 
have (or so it seems). Maybe what we are missing is a good outbreak of the 
disease, but if we are ever to open international borders, we need to build 
some herd immunity, and we are told the vaccine is the best way of doing 
that. Once again, we do not know how lucky we are to have the capacity, not 
only to secure the vaccine, but to manage outbreaks of the illness as they 
occur. It is time we realised this in my view and take advantage of our good 
fortune. It is also time we stepped up and instead of cutting our foreign aid 
funding, increase it dramatically and make a difference to those much less 
fortunate than we are.   

CONTRACT  
BOOM  
SPRAYING 
AVAILABLE

Contact Dave at Richardsons Walcha on  
0427 012 400 or drop in to see the team.

Friday 14 May
R & M Ireland 
36 PTIC Heifers

Mat Larkings 0427 002 427  
Miles Archdale 0428 660 326  
Simon Newton 0467 660 320 
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Oxley Highway closed until the end of July
While Walcha still remains isolated from the coast via the Oxley Highway, 
and will be for some months to come, progress is being made with a 12 
kilometre section of the highway between Yarras and Mount Seaview 
being recently opened to traffic. 
Deputy Premier and Minister responsible for Disaster Recovery John 
Barilaro said crews from Transport for NSW, Walcha Council and Port 
Macquarie-Hastings Council have been working to restore access along 
the highway as quickly as possible.
“This is an important step as we re-open a widely used corridor, allowing 
residents and local businesses to get back to some sort of normalcy,” Mr 
Barilaro said. 
Minister for Regional Transport and Roads Paul Toole said crews had 
now restored access to 12 kilometres of the Oxley which had been 
devastated by landslips. 
“We know how important the Oxley is in providing connections for locals, 
visitors and freight alike – and we’ve now been able to restore access to 
about 12 kilometres of the 33km of highway impacted,” Mr Toole said.   
“We appreciate this has been a long process as it’s been dangerous for 

repair crews to access some of the repair sites – particularly where the 
land has slipped below the roadway,” Mrs Pavey Member for Oxley said.
Member for Tamworth Kevin Anderson said progress on re-opening 
the Oxley Highway is great news for centres west of the Great Divide 
including Tamworth and Gunnedah. 
“The Oxley Highway provides an important link to the coast, and allows 
coastal communities access to the New England, North West and 
beyond,” Mr Anderson said. “To see work progress to re-open sections 
to a single lane will be very welcome news for our businesses and 
communities. I thank them for understanding the challenges we are 
facing to get traffic back on this vital transport and freight route as soon 
as safely possible.”
For many locals and businesses the stretch of highway between Mount 
Seaview Road and Gingers Creek can’t be opened soon enough. The 
effects of the closure of the highway – for the second time in as many 
years – have been significant. With the highway not expected to re-open 
to single lane traffic until the end of July, weather permitting, we are 
unfortunately faced with a few more months ahead without direct access 
to the coast. 

Very rarely does a commanding parcel of land 
and buildings come up for sale with such 
potential in such a vibrant rural community. 
The Walcha Ex-Services Memorial Club will divest the current 
club building/s and surrounding lands via binding tender closing 
5.00pm Wednesday 9 June 2021.
The property is ideally located for future commercial, residential 
or community based development.
Key points:
-  Approx. 1.21ha or 12,100m2

-  Close proximity to town centre
-  Potential to sub-divide into multiple residential blocks
-  Approx. 1,300m2 building footprint including upstairs residence
-  Fully equipped bar, kitchen and large open club rooms and 

125m2 storage shed
-  3 x tennis courts
-  Approx. 4,000m2 building block already on individual title

Stock and Property Watch 
www.landmarkharcourts.com.au

3n Derby Street Walcha. 6777 2044  ■  Bruce Rutherford 0428 660 328  ■  Peta Carter 0407 350 781  

Attention developers & investors

TENDER DATE
WEDNESDAY 9 JUNE 5pm

Landslides on sections of the Oxley Highway east of Walcha. Damage under the highway.
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Biggest Morning Tea
How time flies, our Biggest Morning Tea is only a couple of weeks 
away. This will be held on Thursday 27 May at the Walcha Tennis 
Club at 10.00am. This is a COVID-Safe event, so the following 
COVID rules will apply – do not attend if you are unwell, sign in 
upon arrival, use hand sanitiser, social distancing and safe food 
handling practices.
Everyone is welcome. I am looking forward to seeing you all there.
Jenny Hoy

 
 
 

 
 

Want Calving Ease? 
Why Not Try a Wagyu Bull for Maiden Heifers!  

Current F1 price Feedlot entry $7/kg lwt 
 
 

FULLBLOOD REGISTERED 
WAGYU BULLS FOR SALE 

Vaccinated with Vibrovax, Pesti, 
7in 1 and Semen Tested 

 
Contact: David Woodley 
‘Mullabrook’ Niangala 

(02) 6769 2395 
www.rocalawagyu.com 

daveandsukhee@rocala.com.au 

It’s Market Day this Saturday
As Winter approaches, this 
Saturday’s Market will be 
the final one for the Walcha 
Farmers’ Market until we 
reopen in Spring. So make 
sure you visit us to enjoy 
fresh seasonal produce and 
homemade treats and wares.
Try the popular face or body 
balms from Mountain Lotus to hydrate and nourish your skin during 
the cold months ahead. Or to boost your immune system and cooking 
prowess, experience Koala Black Garlic’s savoury product range.
We also have a new addition to our Market, YinYang Kombucha, a family 
business run by owners Samara and Saad. This tangy, fermented drink 
comes in six exciting flavours, made from local, seasonal organic fruits. 
Their website has some great cocktail recipes, and highlights the healthy 
gut benefits this product can deliver. Favourites ginger and lime, and 
raspberry and rose go fast, so don’t miss out.
During your visit make sure you buy some tickets in our great raffle. 
Stallholders are each providing a gift voucher that will be compiled into 
a Book of Benefits. The winner can redeem any of the vouchers through 
our Spring/Summer market season. Tickets are $1.00 each from the 
Community Stall. Imagine the fun of collecting the various benefits the gift 
vouchers deliver. These could be anything from a product discount to a 
specific product or a choice of something from a stall’s particular product 
range. A big thank you to all the stallholders who have contributed to this 
bountiful prize. 
Of course all the usual delicious baked delicacies are on offer at our May 
Market, which you can enjoy with a rich espresso at Walcha Roasted 
Coffee. You will also find plants and seedlings to brighten your garden 
and handmade furniture, pottery and homewares to add new touches to 
your home decor.
Make the Walcha Farmers’ Market on Saturday your meeting place with 
family and friends. Experience the warm, country charm of Market day.

New Bushfire Grant opportunities
Member for New England, Barnaby Joyce, said communities still 
recovering from the Black Summer bushfires will soon have a fresh 
opportunity to apply for funding, under a new grants program from the 
Australian Government.
“The $280 million Black Summer Bushfire Recovery grants program will 
open in mid-2021 to community organisations, businesses and councils 
covering Local Government Areas that were disaster-declared as a result 
of the 2019 – 20 bushfires,” Mr Joyce said.
Guidelines and funding criteria will be available in mid-2021, with grant 
rounds expected to open shortly after that and funding to be delivered to 
successful applicants from December, 2021.
Potential applicants can express their interest in receiving further 
information, once it is available, via the online Black Summer grants 
contact form at www.bushfirerecovery.gov.au/grants-program.

6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha. Phone 6777 2588. www.wvs.com.au
*Terms and conditions apply

RECEIVE A FREE 
RM WILLIAMS 
VEST VALUED 

AT $99
• Visit www.ahredeem.com.au
• Fill out delivery details, vest size 

and attach copy of invoice
• Terms and conditions apply
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We have just finished slogging along the coast 
from Victor Harbour south of Adelaide, raising 
over $5,000.00 for charity.
This year Team Nowendoc, along with 800 
other Coastrek hikers, walked to raise funds for 
Beyond Blue. The generous donations from the 
Walcha area and from our friends will help keep 
their Support Service running 24/7, so everyone 
in Australia can talk things through one-on-one 
with a mental health professional for free.

The adventure helped our mental and physical 
health as well, although there were times some 
of us thought we were going to die. While friends 
in another team ran the course in three and a half 
hours – we took eight hours, 58 minutes and 31 
seconds. But there is photographic proof that we 
were smiling at the end!
We loved spending time together doing 
something outside the usual day-to-day, traveling 
and enjoying the beautiful scenery while raising 
money for a great cause. Of course the very best 
thing was crossing the finish line.
Thanks everyone for your generosity and to 
those who encouraged us along the way. Without 
friends, family, community and our amazing 
support person Brett Higgins, we couldn’t have 
maintained the training and kept going!
Nena Hicks 

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  

A mammoth effort by Team Nowendoc
For a third year, they have walked 30kms for charity. 

What is Coastrek? 
Coastrek is Australia’s premier charity 
hiking challenge for women. Choose your 
adventure and enjoy Australia’s most 
spectacular coastlines while getting fit 
and raising funds for charity with friends. 
Thousands of wild women, and a few 
awesome men, in teams of four have 
raised $4,060,152 this year alone. For 
more information go to coastrek.com.au

Team Nowendoc at the finish line after their 30km 
hike from Victor Harbor to Goolwa – Steve Duffy, 
Sharon Higgins, Nena Hicks and Cyhtle Heal.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Quad bike and  
side-by-side 

safety course 
Fully funded by SafeWork NSW. 

Require ABN for course funding and for eligibility 
to receive up to $2000 in government rebates 

towards the purchase of a new quad /  
side-by-side / drone or safety equipment

If you are interested in attending call
Lachie Holz at Elders Walcha on 02 6774 2600

Attention Walcha 
Businesses

Quota Club of Walcha would like to advise 
that our recent Mother’s Day Raffle, was 
won by Pam Bullock. Congratulations to 
Pam for supporting the Walcha club.
This prize provides the winner with the 
opportunity to spend $1,000 worth of 
vouchers in Walcha businesses. This is a 
great prize and it was very well supported 
by the local community. All profits made 
by the Walcha Quota Club from this raffle 
will go towards local projects benefiting 
women, children and families.
Businesses will be able to redeem these 
special vouchers from our Treasurer at 
the time of purchase. All information and 
instructions are printed on the vouchers. 
Could businesses please assist us 
by accepting the vouchers if they are 
presented at your shop. 
Thank you to everyone who bought 
tickets, and supporting the Quota club of 
Walcha to continue its activities to assist 
those in our own community.
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WWaallcchhaa  CCeennttrraall  SScchhooooll  
invites children beginning Kindergarten in 2022 and their parents  

to our first Kindergarten orientation and experience event 
  

YYoouurr  LLeeaarrnniinngg  JJoouurrnneeyy  
KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  ttoo  YYeeaarr  1122  

SSttaarrttss  hheerree  
  

Monday 31 May 2021  
9:00-10:30am in the school library 

Morning tea provided 
 

For more information, and to RSVP by Monday 24 May 2021, phone 6777 2777 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Respect•Engagement•Achievement•Leadership 

The Ultimate The Ultimate 
Yard Care PackYard Care Pack

WINWIN

SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND SPEND $40 IN ANY PURSEHOUSE RURAL BRANCH AND 
REGISTER ONLINE AT REGISTER ONLINE AT 

PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION PURSEHOUSERURAL.COM.AU/COMPETITION 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WINFOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

See terms and conditions at pursehouserural.com.au NSW Lotteries Number: 
APP - 0008440952

Valued at over $20,000Valued at over $20,000

	To the Garden Club for tidying up the gardens at the MPS. They 
have done a beautiful job. 
	To the wonderful workshop at Walcha Handmade on the 

weekend. We had a great time and can’t wait to do more! 
	To the Hospital Auxilaliary for the new TVs in the resident and 

patient rooms. Not only do the new sets have TV channels, but 
play music and are bringing a lot of joy.  
	To all of the workers who have stood and manned the Oxley 

Highway closure point on the edge of town.	
	To the delicious hamburgers at Apsley Motors!
Contributions will be received in person, by phone or email and 
must include your name and contact details. They will be printed 
at the discretion of the editor.

Keeping your pets safe
This year Walcha Vet Clinic have seen an increase in rat bait toxicity, 
and despite hiding baits, using ‘pet friendly’ or restricting access, they are 
advising us all that there is always risk involved. 
Unlike most toxic ingestions, anticoagulant rat bait works by causing the 
animal’s body to bleed. This poisoning is not fast, so you will see symptoms 
in your pet at around 8 – 10 days after ingestion. It is reasonably easy 
to treat in early stages with a dose of injectable Vitamin K, followed by a 
course of Vitamin K tablets and confinement. If you see your pet eat a bait 
it is important to come in so vomiting can be induced. 
Some signs to be aware of after ingestion has occurred may be:
• Blood in urine or faeces
• Pale or white mucus membranes (gums)
• Increased respiration rate and effort or coughing
• Depression
• Exercise intolerance – general lethargy
Once your pet is at this stage a PCV is needed to evaluate the extent of 
blood loss that has occurred, and depending on how anaemic your pet is 
a blood transfusion may be necessary.
Some baits are marketed as a ‘safer’ option to previous anticoagulant 
rodenticides, this information is not correct. Rodenticides containing 
Cholecalciferol may be a safer in regards to secondary poisonings, the 
active ingredient metabolises faster from the mouse or rat, but are not 
safe for farm animals to ingest – bait stations are a must. 
Cholecalciferol is one of the most potent mouse and rat poisons on the 
market and does not have an antidote. Some brand names that use 
cholecalciferol include Selontra, Rampage, Ortho Rat-B-Gone, Quintox 
and True Grit. When ingested in toxic amounts Cholecalciferol, (which 
can also be known as Colecalciferol or Vitamin D3), can result in kidney 
failure. Common signs of poisoning may not be evident for 1 – 3 days and 
include increased thirst and urination, weakness, lethargy, decreased 
appetite and vomiting may be seen. Cholecalciferol mouse and rat 
poisoning is one of the most challenging cases to treat as hospitalisation, 
frequent laboratory monitoring and expensive therapy is often required 
for a positive outcome.
Walcha Vet Clinic advise that it is very important to have a good 
understanding of the poisons you are using,  
the risks associated and the clinical signs  
to look out for to keep our pets safe.



6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au
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ONLINE 
AUCTION

Due to the overwhelming 
number of entries received, 
online auction will now be 

starting on
Wed. 2nd June 2021

Closing 3pm 6th June 2021
Open to all entries NEW or USED

CHECK OUR WEBPAGE
 FOR UPDATES AND PHOTOS

Andrew Blomfield 0428 667 402
Sam Payne 0428 667 404

On the weekend of 1 and 2 May, the Walcha Youth Group took 33  
young people to the Yarrowitch Showgrounds for their Youth of Walcha 
weekend camp. 
Camp participants took part in a wide range of fun activities, including 
bush challenges, chariot-racing, archery, camp day spa, league tag, Bible 
talks, bonfires and a Masterchef mystery box challenge. Everyone who 
attended had a wonderful time.
Walcha Youth Group would like to the thank the Bushfire Recovery and 
Resilience Fund Phase 2 for their funding support, and the Yarrowitch 
Community Group for their assistance with preparation and use of the 
hall grounds.
Interested in Youth Group? Students in Year 5 to Year 11 are welcome to 
come along to the Walcha Presbyterian Church Hall on Hill Street every 
Saturday night during school term, from 5.00pm – 7.00pm. For more 
information please phone Karen and Graham Barnes on 6777 2539.   

Fun weekend at Yarrowitch for Youth Group!

Above: Walcha youth enjoying their weekend camp at Yarrowitch. Right: Olivia Haslem,  
Jasmine Lynch, Bella Hayton, Anika McKenna, Issy O’Keefe, Emily Blake, Finlai Bird.

Above left: Armani Ferrier Keidge, James McDonnell, Liam McDonnell, 
Campbell Smith, Michelle Wellings, Matilda Andrews, Brett Gardiner,  
Graham Barnes. Right: Robert Gardiner and Shaun McKenna. 

CLEARING SALE 
30th May 2021 Starting 10am

“Wilberforce” 
Surveyors Creek Rd Woolbrook

A/c Don and Robyn Scott

Fiat 780 Tractor c/w over axel blade, Fiat 540 tractor c/w under 
axel blade, Fordson major tractor, Polaris Ranger side by side, 
Mustang skid steer c/w 4 in 1 bucket (pallet forks, hay forks, 
trencher, post hole auger), 12’x6’trailer & cattle float, 1 tonne 
super spreader, Hardi boom spray, Suzuki AG bike, Yamaha AG 
bike, spray tank & Honda pump, 3x1 tonne storage bins, carry 
all, cement mixer, slasher, Stihl 660 chainsaw, septic tank (as 
new), fuel tanks, drill press, mig/tig welder, 400 steel posts, Armco 
railing, 2 tonne feed bin, 10 feed troughs, quantity of fencing 
material, pumps, tools, drench guns etc, chainsaws, spray tanks, 
10 bales of oaten & lucerne hay 8x4x3, lots of implements to suit 
small tractors.
PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON PITTSON’S WEBSITE
Catering: Walcha Lions Club

Enquires: Gary Olrich 0402 432 132

Change
of Date 
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Red Sponsors Transwest Fuels, WVS, TA Field Estates Pty 
Ltd, Karori, Marchant Bros Earthmoving and Transport

White Sponsors Whitebull, Glen Collin Pastoral, WFI, 
Supermoto Armidale, AGFIX, SN Nivison (Jim), Mirrabooka 

Cattle, Branga Plains Pastoral Co,  Ben Nevis Angus, 
Nerstane, Nutrien Boultons, Walcha Caravan Park

Club Sponsors TWM, Walcha Bowling Club, Ashcorp, 
Regional Australia Bank, Peter Norbury Motors, Commercial 

Hotel, Martins Lime, Dale’s Downtown Meats, DJ&CJ 
Kermode, MA Berry, Lorelmo Poll Merinos, Glenell 

Shorthorns.
Rams Donation Yalgoo, Liddle Contracting, Salway Maternal 

Composites, Old Woombi Poll Dorset, Angus Warden,  
Peter and Rose McNeill, Rose Valley Steel,  

Productive Pasture Solutions, Ross and Debbie Keen, 
Maryland White Suffolk, Cameron and Rachel Greig

First Grade
Walcha travelled to Moree for Round 5 of the Central North competition 
– often described as the hardest away game in the comp. The Walcha 
Rams were fired up and looking to keep their winning streak alive. The 
game started with Walcha dominating possession attempting to run the 
massive Moree forward pack around. Some ill discipline from Moree led to 
the Rams first points with a penalty goal to Dom ‘Skate Rat’ Bower. After the 
restart Walcha were soon on the attack again. Patty ‘The Ugly Keen’ Keen 
managed to take advantage of some big, tired Moree defenders, skipping 
between a couple and racing away for a brilliant solo try next to the post. Not 
long after this Eddy ‘The Emu’ Cordingley  charged down a kick, resulting in 
the ball bouncing into the Moree tryline, which ‘The Emu’ dived on scoring 
the Rams second try. Walcha had skipped out to an early lead of 17 – 0. 
Moree began to lift, getting their hands on the ball and making good ground 
on the back of some Walcha errors. Some trademark defence from the bash 
brothers Edgar ‘mates call me Bragsy’ Brags and Sam ‘Congi Cowboy’ Agar 
held the Moree side out, but Walcha failed to clear their line inviting Moree 
straight back onto the attack. Moree scored two quick tries before halftime 
making the score line 17 – 12 going into the break. 
The second half began with Walcha playing field position and turning the 
Moree forward pack around. Some big carries from Lachie ‘Holzy’ Holz and 
backed up by Gus ‘The Somerton Alpha’ Davidson throughout the second 
half gave Walcha some good momentum. The piggy’s had decided they 
had run the Moree pack around enough and decided to employ some close 
contact up the jumper style rugby. Rucking the ball up the middle close 
making the Moree team make a number of tackles. This led to some space 
out wide which Hamish ‘Door’ Bell capitalised on scoring in the corner. 
Walcha began to take some ascendency over the match pinning them 
down and not letting Moree out of their own half. Some strong runs from 
Sam ‘just run mate’ Lomax continuously put Walcha back into the attack, as 
well as assisting the ever nimble Wally ‘Gus’s brother’ Davidson find holes 
across the park. The set piece of the Walcha forward pack was excellent, 
stealing Moree line outs and forcing back the much bigger scrum. The front 
row of Henry ‘loved up Les’ Leslie, Richie ‘The Wombat’ Hunt and James 
‘hammerhahn’ McLean all had great games getting through a mountain of 
work and setting a platform for the rest of the team. Lachie ‘IYKYK’ Fletcher 
had a brilliant game providing the backs with clean ball and directing the 
forwards around the park. 
The Walcha Rams continue to build on their previous weeks, putting together 
their best performance of the year. Walcha ended up shutting Moree out of 
the second half and ran away winners 32 – 12. An excellent game to watch.
Next week the Rams take on the undefeated ladder leaders Gunnedah at 
Walcha in what is shaping up to be a huge game. 
3 - Lachie Holz, 2 - Lachie Fletcher and 1 - Sam Lomax. 

Reserve Grade
The lack of Ladies Day and the increase in travelling distance to Moree, 
saw the Reggies squad size considerably reduced from the previous week.
A game was thrown together with the help of Moree donating a few players. 
Well done to the Reggies boys that made the trip to Moree. A huge effort 
and shows great commitment. Honourable mentions go out to Jack ‘Ticey’ 
Ticehurst whose big hits in the opening parts of the game ensured it wasn’t 
going to be a friendly encounter, even though Moree had 23 on the field.
To Toby “I don’t know his last name” from Congi who proved to be a pest 
at the breakdown and had a terrific game in defence. To Troy ‘T-Rex’ Tape 
who shut down the opposition winger and directed the boys from the back. A 
move from wing to fullback could be on the cards for T-Rex.
Hopefully reggies can start to get a few more travelling players and begin to 
knock these bigger teams off. Again a great effort by the boys who travelled. 
3 - Toby from Congi, 2 - Will Chaffey and 1 - The Rest.
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RUGBY REPORT 
Walcha v Moree
By Eric the Spider

thank you
The Betts Family would like to pass on their thanks and appreciation 
for the warmth and kindness shown by the Walcha community.
At the Walcha Rams Ladies Day held on Saturday 1 May, over 
$2,500 was raised in memory of their loving wife, mother and 
grandmother – Bev Betts.
Proceeds from gate takings along with a wood raffle will be donated 
to Ovarian Cancer Australia. The wood raffle was drawn and then 
generously re-donated and auctioned, raising more money for this 
worthwhile cause.
For those who were not able to attend Ladies Day and would still like 
to donate, go to www.ovariancancer.net.au and simply click on the 
Donate button, or purchase one of their teal ribbons, Hope bracelets, 
polo or t-shirts to show your support.

For all of your design 
and printing needs 

39w Fitzroy Street Walcha. Phone 6777 1111. 
Email: wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au



Page 9 ... 12 May 2021

St Patrick’s School held their annual Cross Country carnival on Tuesday 27 April at the 
Walcha Golf Course, with all children running well and showing great sportsmanship.
Congratulations to those students who won or came runner-up in their respective age 
divisions, and to Blue House who were overall winners on the day. 
Winners and runner ups for age divisions are as follows: 

St Patrick’s to celebrate 200 years 
of Catholic Education in Australia

This year marks the anniversary of 200 years of 
Catholic education in Australia. St Patrick’s School 
is proud of our history, having been founded in 
Walcha by the Sisters of Mercy in 1911.  
Over 200 years, Catholic schools have grown 
to become the largest provider of schooling in 
Australia (outside government) with one in five 
school age students attending a Catholic school.  
Nearly 40 per cent of Catholic schools are located 
outside of metropolitan cities in regional, rural and 
remote communities. 
The formal celebrations were due to be held from 
October 2020 to October 2021. However, due to 
pandemic restrictions, the celebrations are now 
being held during the 2021 school year. The official 
launch of the celebrations was held in the week 
commencing 22 – 26 February 2021 and involved 
local state, territory and diocesan events.  
A National Mass will also be celebrated in every 
state, territory and diocese on the Feast of Our 
Lady Help of Christians on 24 May 2021. 
St Patrick’s school will be attending the Mass at 
11.00am in the St Mary and St Joseph Cathedral, 
Armidale on 24 May.

Juvenile
Boys Champion ........ Shaun Zorgdrager                                 
Boys Runner-up ........ Benji Provost
Girls Champion ......... Josie Wauch
Girls Runner-up ........ Lucy Rizzi
Junior 
Boys Champion ........ Angus Fletcher
Boys Runner-up ........ Connor Imberger
Girls Champion ......... Frankie Healey
Girls Runner-up ........ Annie Patterson-Kane

11 Years 
Boys Champion ........ Casey Crossman
Boys Runner-up ........ Hugo Bloomfield
Girls Champion ......... Chelsea Green
Girls Runner-up ........ Brydie Elks
Senior
Boys Champion ........ Hunter Thornbury
Boys Runner-up ........ Toby Ireland
Girls Champion ......... Bella Miller
Girls Runner-up ........ Sara Pittman

All smiles at the St Patrick’s 
Cross Country Carnival 

ENROLLING NOW!

                  Growing in Wisdom  and Faith 
                               St Patrick’s Primary School Walcha

  GROWING IN WISDOM AND FAITH

WALCHA

St Patrick’s
Primary

Kindergarten  OPEN MORNING
10th June   –  9.30-11.00am – RSVP 6777 2328
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Public Notices

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
WALCHA SURGERY PRACTICE

Phone 6777 2068
0429 668 583

For Sale
GOOD QUALITY FIREWOOD 
Split and delivered.  0427 331 556.

Dead or Alive motorbikes, quads, trikes, 
buggies etc. Any make, any model and all 
parts. Cash on pick up. Phone 0402 861 364.

Oaten Hay 8x4x3 $100/bale. Barley straw 
round bales $100 tonne or $20 per bale. 
Located at Tamworth, can arrange freight. 
Phone Nathan McGuire 0448 773 965.

Layer pullets. All breeds, 20 wks delivered 
to Walcha 21 May. Phone Jim 0428 194 105.

Wanted
20ft container in good condition. Prompt 
payment and pick up. Ph: 0427 772 405

Meetings
Woolbrook RFS AGM Saturday 15 May 
10am at Woolbrook AIF Hall. All welcome.

Raffle Results
Walcha Hospital Auxiliary
1st - Sue Fortescue. 2nd - Stephen Haslem. 
3rd - Linda McElroy.

Positions Vacant

Service Manager Walcha
Presbyterian Aged Care are recruiting a 
Service Manager to lead our Walcha 31 Bed 
retirement facility and lead the home care 
New England service.

• Competitive salary + Not-For-Profit 
salary packaging benefits + company 
car

• Flexible working arrangements 
(including access to a monthly ADO)

• Exciting opportunity to lead and manage 
a residential and home care  aged 
care service for one of Australia’s most 
trusted providers.

About you
• Strong passion for making a difference 

in the lives of others.
• Management and leadership experience 

in a health or aged care setting.
• Commitment to continuous 

improvement and the delivery of a high 
standard of customer service

• Registered Nurse with APHRA 
registration (highly desirable)

• Minimum of 5 years’ experience in aged 
care (desirable)

• Christian belief and commitment

To apply email your CV to 
gkington@pcnsw.org.au or call 0490 500 415 
for a confidential discussion.

At the 19th
Due to threatening weather only a modest field teed off 
in the 2021 Foursomes Championships on Mothers Day. 
Club captain Willy Brennan and former A Grade Champion 
Wayne Brennan combined to win the scratch division of 
the event. The “Brennan Boys” carded 81 off the stick and 
cruised home by 11 shots from John McCormack and 
Gary Brennan, who took out the nett division after their 
92 off the beater equated to 70 nett. Sweepstakes went to 
Mal Ballard and Owen Presnell 75 along with Jack O’Hara 
and Deon Lawrence 75 1/2.
Walcha head to Glen Innes on Thursday to play the final 
round of the New England Veterans Pennants as equal 
leaders with Guyra – both on 947 points well clear of next 
best Armidale on 924. Each pennants competition Walcha 
players compete for the Jock Nivison Memorial Trophy 
which is presented to the player who accumulates the 
most stableford points throughout the pennants season. 
Currently Cheryl McDonald leads on 134 followed by 
Wayne Brennan 129 and Lee Fletcher 125. Good luck to 
all competitors travelling to Glen Innes. Go Walcha!!

Ladies Bowls
Last Thursday was the semi-finals of the Singles 
Championships with Pam defeating Marg Morris 25-
11. In the other game the lead changed on numerous 
occasions, taking 33 ends to decide the winner which 
favoured Esther 26-23 over Lyn Burnell. The final will 
be played this Thursday 13 May between the defending 
champion Pam and Esther, marker June. The Four Bowls 
Pairs Championships will commence this Thursday 13 
May, with the draw being Marg Morris and Pat to play Jan 
and Veronica. Last week in the social bowls Phyllis and 
Debbie defeated Marlene and Janet 13-7. 
Players are reminded our Presidents Day is on the 27th 
May the sheet is on the board for names.

Bowls
A Grade Singles: S Goodwin def I Bird 31-17. F Cameron 
def A Goodwin 31-25 and M Hamel def G Clare 31-14. 
Pairs Semi Final: D Bird & K Goodwin def M Bullen and A 
McGuffog 36-10. Draw for this weekend: Saturday Triples: 
G Bird, G Carter & R Kerr v F Henry, I Bird & D Makeham. 
Dads Army: A game of triples and a game of pairs 
was played last Thursday afternoon. In the triples Denis 
Makeham and Noel Goodwin who again played twice, 
trailed for the majority of the  game defeating Andrew 
McGuffog, Barry Hoad and John McLean 16 - 13 after 
scoring four shots on the last end. The doubles game saw 
Mick Bullen and John Watts win thirteen of the eighteen 
ends (eight in a row) to defeat Peter Hayes and Eric 
O’Keefe 22 - 6.

Tennis
Round 2 of our Eskimo Comp on 4 May was washed out. 
Our AGM was held on Mon 10 May. Hyde Thomson was 
re-elected as President, Betty Sweeney as Treasurer 
and Trish Partridge as Secretary. Congratulations to 
those people and thank you for all your hard work over 
the previous 12 months. Our Patrons will be Brian Hoad 
and Max Holstein. The Club has done well under difficult 
conditions imposed by CO19. The Club is about to have 
3 of the 6 courts resurfaced which is a tremendous 
achievement. The yearly street stall will be held on Sat 15 
May. A load of wood, a meat tray and a fruit/veg tray will be 
on offer. Help to man the stall will be welcomed. The next 
club meeting will be held on Monday 12 July, all members 
are welcome to attend. See you all at the net soon.   

Funding boost to manage
the impact of wild dogs

The Australian Government is investing a further $214,500 to continue its support for the 
implementation of the National Wild Dog Action Plan 2020 – 2030, through Australian Wool 
Innovation. Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management, David Littleproud, 
said the government’s latest investment takes its support for the plan to $2.4 million since 
2013 – 14.
“The impact of wild dogs is devastating, with farmers and rural communities suffering 
emotional and financial stress because of wild dog attacks on stock. This extra funding 
will help support the ongoing delivery of the plan, an invaluable, evidence-based strategy 
that provides the blueprint for best practice, humane wild dog management Australia wide.”  
Minister Littleproud said.
This work will guide future national action plans for feral pigs, deer and other pest species.
For more information on the National Wild Dog Action Plan visit www.wilddogplan.org.au



Becky Tate
at New Beginnings Hair Studio

For all your hair needs
Monday's only from 3rd May

Call salon for your appointment
02 6777 2224

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

Tree lopping
Tree removal
Truck & chipper
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher 
Woolshed cleaning
Stockyard cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

SELF STORAGE 
NORTH STREET – WALCHA
Various sized sheds

security fenced
67773899 0428 653 307

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

STORAGE  CENTRE  WALCHA
20’ Containers available for rent $30 pw + GST

Secure Undercover parking for cars,  
vans etc $10 pw +GST

ANGUS 0427 787 332
6777 4515

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Reliable, high quality
All aspects of Rural & Residential 

fencing

Andrew McGuffog 
0428 360 985

• Box wood
• Iron Bark
• Blue Gum
• Stringy Bark
• Split or log form
• Strainer posts
For pick-up or delivery

Dry & Seasoned Firewood

Phone Damian 0418 452 333
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PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of 
The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and 
communicate these letters. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha 
NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and 
Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect 
to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other 
correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the 
article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM.
Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising and Sport: Rosalie Gibson, Megan Scrivener and Sue Jackson. 

P u r c e l l
CONTRACT SPRAYING
LANDCRUISER UTE, 14M GRAYTILL BOOM

GPS GUIDED AUTO STEER

Chris Purcell  0408 332 896

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

24 hour service
for all your electrical needs

6777 2745
159E North St, Walcha. Lic No. 45483c

Ian Bird Electrical

SOLICITORS 
PATTERSON BYFIELD & BRYEN 
James Levingston - Sophie Thomson

■ Conveyancing ■ Wills ■ Family Law 

■ Power of  Attorneys ■ Estates
■ Traffic Offences

Ph 6777 2066  Fax 6777 2959
Email: pbbwalcha@northnet.com.au 

LOCAL FIRM – OVER 60YRS IN THE COMMUNITY 

Wool classing crutching 
shearing  fencing
rural labour hire
camp outs

Lynden – 0499 477 716
Karina  – 0456 189 275

ANGLICAN – SUNDAY 7:30am 
Communion and 10.00am Family Service. 
PRESBYTERIAN – SUNDAY Service 
9:30am, you’re welcome to come and join 
us. Youth Group for school years  5 – 11. 
Contact Graham Barnes on 6777 2539 for 
more details. 
CATHOLIC MASS 10:00am with 
conditions. 

Apsley Advocate 
Advertising Deadline

Mondays 4:30 pm



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & EARTHMOVING
 WATER CARTING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, road building, 
site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.

 02 6777 2024    marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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0

Check out our website for the full range of machinery, 
attachments and services available

ORGANIC, LOW SMOKE, HIGH HEAT. 
Beat the climate change, order now

DELIVERING 
DELIVERING 

SPLIT SPLIT 
FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

FFOORR  AALLLL  YYOOUURR  EEAARRTTHHWWOORRKKSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  AANNDD  EELLEECCTTRRIICCAALL  NNEEEEDDSS  

Freight & Transport 

Machinery Float 

Road building and maintenance 

Dam maintenance and construc�on  

Firebreaks  ll  Drilling ll  Trenching ll  S�ck Raking 

Mulching  ll  Fence Clearing  ll  General Earthworks 

Erosion Control ll  Site Prepara�on 

Electrical ll  Pipe Laying 

10� Slashing 

ALL ASPECTS OF RURAL, 
COMMERCIAL & CIVIL  WORKS 

www.eteservices.com.au  

Ian Notley 04188 29188 

Mark Notley 0422 637 686 

Office 02 6777 6595 

WALCHA

 
Thursday 13
9.30am-10am – Ladies Bowls  (New time)
1.00pm – Social Bowls

Friday 14  
2.00pm – BINGO
6.00pm – Bistro 
Curry Chicken Pot Pies
Corned Meat with White Sauce
Garlic Butter Clam Linguine
Regular menu also & desserts
7.00pm – FREE BINGO 
8.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles followed 

by Members Draw

Saturday 15
6.00pm – Bistro open

Sunday 16
12pm – Bistro open 
1.00pm – Meat & Veg Raffles BASED ON 2020/2021 MEMBERSHIP CARD

NSW permit No. LTPS/11/08895 (conditions apply) 
NSW permit No. LTPS/11/11968  (conditions apply)

Do you live in Walcha Shire? 
If so you MUST be a member 
to enter the Club. 
Social Membership  ................  $15 
Full Membership  .................. $105

Monday to Wednesday 4.00pm to close
Thursday 12 midday to close  
Friday 2.00pm to close 
Saturday and Sunday 11am to close

Phone 6777 2077

MAY
Members

 General Meeting
Wed. 19th May 

 5:30pm 

To discuss Bowls NSW proposal 
regarding the unification of 
Men's and Ladies bowls 

throughout the state.

members  members  
drawdraw

$50

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 
Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 
Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

• Komatsu PC300 Excavator

• Cat 324 Excavator

• Cat D6N Dozer

•  2000ltr Quikspray Trailers

• Casotti’s

•  4 x4 Tip Truck

EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

SPRAYING
SOWING

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
•  4x4 Trucks & Boomsprays
Full auto Rate Control
GPS & Autosteer

•  4x4 Tractors GPS Equipped
20 & 24 disc Williams Seeders 

•  Fencing & Rural Contracting


