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Healthcare Today 
The Biden Administration announced Wednesday that they will redirect funding originally dedicated for COVID-19 
testing and protective equipment to increasing the supply of antiviral treatments, vaccines, and monoclonal antibodies. 
The Administration announced that $10 billion from the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will be 
rerouted for this purpose, with around half going toward updated vaccines for a potential fall or winter wave of cases 
and the other half going toward purchasing 10 million courses of Pfizer’s antiviral treatment, Paxlovid. Around $300 
million will be spent on monoclonal antibodies.  

The House passed H.R. 7667 Wednesday with a vote of 392-28 under suspension of the rules to reauthorize drug and 
medical device industry user fees to fund the FDA for fiscal years 2023 to 2027. The user fees make up almost half of the 
agency’s budget. Lawmakers have stated the need to finalize a new package before the August recess, as the current 
authorization is set to expire on September 30, 2022. The House version of the legislation would give FDA the authority 
to remove from the market any drugs with accelerated approval if they fail to show a clinical benefit, as well as allow 
FDA to require drug and device companies to submit clinical trial diversity action plans. The Senate HELP Committee is 
scheduled to mark up its version of the package next Tuesday, June 14. 

The FDA Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) voted Tuesday to recommend 
emergency use authorization (EUA) for Novavax’s COVID-19 vaccine for people ages 18 and older. The vaccine uses a 
protein from the target virus combined with an adjuvant that enhances the body's immune response instead of mRNA 
technology from Moderna and Pfizer's vaccines. It can be stored in refrigerators instead of the ultra-cold storage needed 
by other vaccines. The Novavax vaccine was one of six candidates backed by Operation Warp Speed in 2020, which 
invested $1.6 billion in the company to support the quick development of the vaccine. 

The House Ways and Means Committee announced the addition of Rep. David Kustoff (R-TN) to the committee, 
following the resignation of Tom Reed (R-NY). He will also serve on the Subcommittees on Social Security, Worker and 
Family Support, and Oversight. Kustoff previously served on the House Financial Services Committee. 

Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) announced in a dear colleague that House leadership plans to consider a package 
of bills to improve access to mental health care during the week of June 20. The House plans to vote on bipartisan 
legislation led by Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Ranking Member Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) to address the mental health and opioid abuse crises. Additionally, bills from Chairman Bobby 
Scott (D-VA) and members of the Education and Labor Committee to address mental health, addiction, and suicide on 
college campuses are planned for consideration. The House also plans to take up Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman 
Mark Takano’s (D-CA) STRONG Veterans Act, bipartisan legislation to combat veteran suicide and address mental health. 
Rep. Anna Eshoo’s (D-CA) Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H) Act is also planned to be considered 
the same week. 

Enjoy a refreshing glass of iced tea with your popcorn on today’s National Iced Tea Day and National Movie Night.  
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