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Dear Friend: 
 

Since I’ve come to be your interim pastor, I’ve been wonder-struck by all the loving church members I have met. I 

quickly realized the church is filled with people who remind me of the woman named Patricia, whom Ruth Harley 

mentions in this note. Reverend Harley, an associate pastor in Oxford, England, tells the story of the first time she 

went to church, and how it might well have been the last, if it hadn’t been for one woman’s quiet kindness. This is 

Ruth’s story. 
 

The first church I attended wasn’t what some would call a “successful church.” It was made up of maybe a dozen 

people, all aged over seventy. One day, an unaccompanied 14-year-old (Ruth said, “me”) showed up at this little 

church. Whoever was at the door gave me a pile of books and papers, and told me to sit wherever I liked. So, I 

slipped in the back, and was totally confused. The pastor tried his best to help: “We’re on page 3 of the order of     

service.” But what’s an order of service? “We will sing hymn number 63 in the green book.” Okay, locate green book. 

Turn to page 63. Nope, that’s not what they’re singing. By the end of the hour, I had decided this church thing wasn’t 

for me. It didn’t make sense, I hadn’t got anything out of it, and I wouldn’t be going back. And that might have been 

the end of the story, if it had not been for Patricia. 
 

Patricia was in her eighties, and she was not a likely evangelist, to put it mildly. I think she found the idea of talking 

about God quite embarrassing. Nor was she one of those stalwarts of the church keeping things running. But it was 

Patricia who said: “Hello, dear, you’re new, aren’t you? I’m sorry, I didn’t see you come in, or I would have asked you 

to sit with me. Would you like to sit with me next week?” And, being a well-brought-up girl who didn’t like to disappoint 

old ladies, I said, “Yes.” And, because I’d said I’d sit with Patricia next week, I felt obliged to go back to church. So, I 

turned up again the next week, and the next, and the next. And Patricia sat beside me, pointing out what page we 

were on, and telling me when to stand up and sit down. That’s it. That’s all she did. No great proclamation of the faith, 

no moment of “conversion.” But, faithfully and patiently, week by week, Patricia helped me to make enough sense of 

church for it to become somewhere I could encounter God. And everything else followed from that. 
 

Quietly, unspectacularly, on an ordinary Sunday, this very unassuming woman changed my life (though she’d have 

been terribly embarrassed if anyone had put it to her like that) by her gentle witness to the steadfastness of God. I 

think of her often, and I thank God for her. And I wonder if, in all our talk of church growth strategies and mixed    

ecologies, we are valuing the wrong things, looking in the wrong places. What would happen if we were more        

attentive to people like Patricia? If we valued the unremarkable life of the church more? 
 

Like Ruth, it seems to me that Jesus, again and again, calls our attention to the small and the ordinary: the mustard 

seed, the yeast, the widow’s mite (which is why Ruth was talking about Patricia in the first place). And yet we persist 

in celebrating and aiming for the big and spectacular. Anyway, all this is to say: let’s be super-grateful for all the     

Patricias at OBC. Pray for them, and thank God for their quiet, hidden ministry and faithfulness — even if neither    

you nor they may ever see the fruit of it. 

 

Yours, 

Cliff Houston 
 

 

 

Ogden Baptist Ash Wednesday Zoom Service  

March 2nd at 7PM 



 

Procedure for closing the church during inclement weather

The Deacon’s Offering for MARCH is FOODLINK                    

and the America for Christ offering will be received            

through the month of March. 

From the family of David Riexinger: 

Thank you, OBC family, your love and support has been so much appreciated. David’s jour-

ney through dementia was made brighter by your acts of kindness. We looked and looked for 

home.  He couldn’t be content anywhere for long but that hour on Sunday morning he seemed 

happy to be with you all. Thanks for greeting us and enfolding us into your loving arms. To 

think David has finally found “home” now, this time forever in Jesus’ loving arms. 

God bless you all, 

Charleen Riexinger & family 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

          The first ABCRGR Delegates Conference & Business Meeting of 2022 was held via Zoom on February 5
th
.  

Business discussed and voted on began with previous minutes and moving on to a review of the 2021 budget vs. 
actual expenditure - "region expenditures were pretty dead on with budgeted income".   
 

 The Executive Board finance committee presented a suggested change of the fiscal year, currently Jan. 1 
to Dec. 31.  It was proposed to adjust to July 1 to June 30.  A vote was taken to amend the by-laws to that effect.  
Reasons for making this change have to do with when the greater amount of income is received for use by the  
region.  With this amendment a review of an amended budget reflecting the change was put forward and voted on. 
 

 The Board next presented a Holdback Policy having to do with the region retaining a percentage of a     
donation in order for said donation to qualify for income tax deduction.  This "establishes a consistent fee for      
administrative and financial management, etc.  More details can be made available.  Following discussion the vote 
was taken to have "ABCRGR retain 10% of any grants or other distributions from gifts received or other assets held 
for specific purposes." 
 

 Also on the agenda was a revision of the region Process for Review of Ministerial Standing.  This item was 
presented and discussed and is too complicated to address briefly.  The document is available that spells out     
procedures and policies when reviewing ministerial standing.  A partial list in review process includes - written    
allegations, pastoral intervention, informing accused of allegations, preliminary exploration  and so on.  Changes to 
a previous document were explained and largely involve clarifications keeping region diversity in mind.  Delegates 
approved the new document which will return to committee for a review of one term in question.   
 

 The final item on the agenda was a review and vote on changes to the region by-laws.  Changes had to do 
with adjustments to the Executive Committee whose terms have gotten longer following the region's switch to    
biennial meetings rather than annual meetings.  Following presentation and discussion delegates approved the by-
law changes.  This document can also be made available. 
 

 There was sharing from churches then Executive Minister ,Sandra Hasenauer, celebrated several church-
es that have called new pastors.  Region President Sarah Culp closed with prayer  

 

Dear Friends, Here is the website Pastor Gail Hill was speaking about in worship on 

Sunday.  You can find out more details and giving opportunities at 

www.safespacechico.org  

 

Follow-up Note 

There will be a Congregational Meeting for  

the Missions Budget after service on March 13. 



Ogden Baptist Church Member Spotlight 

 

Name:   Elaine Hill  

Family Members:    Nancy Dean, Tom & Gail Hill, Pat & Ron Schutt, Wendy & Joe Maurici,                 

Mary Jo Green, Sally & John Steele,  11 grandchildren, and 4 great grandchildren. 

Started Attending OBC:  1948  

Some of Your Favorite Things ~ Book, Movie, Music, Food:   Spending time with friends and reading. Her 

favorite author is James Harriot who wrote “All things Bright and Beautiful.”  Potatoes are one of her 

favorite foods and her favorite hymn is “In the Garden.” 

Something That Brings You Joy:   Visiting with friends, getting together with family, and going to 

church.  

Little Known Fact about You:  She has traveled to many places.  She went with her husband, Bill, to 

Switzerland, England, and Scotland.  In 1998 she took all her grandchildren on a cruise to St. Martin, 

and she visited St. Marten two other times.  Elaine has also been to Alaska and Hawaii. 

A Message to Your OBC Family and Friends:   The best thing about Ogden Baptist … is the people.  

Ogden Baptist Church Member Spotlight 

 

Name:   Dale Shonk  

Family Members:   Noelle - younger sister, Aaron (Ron) - fiancé, Kristen & Shawn - parents, Cole - 

parents 8-yr. old dog, Birdie - my 11-mo. old puppy, and my kitties - Finn (5 yr. old) and Clyde (4 yr. 

old). 

Started Attending OBC:  Summer 2014; was Baptised here summer 2015; became children and youth 

director fall 2015.  

Some of Your Favorite Things ~ Book, Movie, Music, Food:   “The Breakfast Club” , mystery novels, 

country music, French toast, French onion soup, & Mexican food.  

Something That Brings You Joy:   this church, reading, spending time in nature, writing, and spending 

time with loved ones. 

Little Known Fact about You:  My father was a racecar driver while I was growing up and I was named 

after southern rock back-up for Lynyrd Skynyrd 

A Message to Your OBC Family and Friends:   At the end of every hour know, that you are so loved..  

 

Please continue putting together the hygiene kits  

and bring them into the church by Sunday 3/27/22 

So that we can deliver them.    Thank you.  

 



 
OGDEN BAPTIST CHURCH  721 Washington Street,  Spencerport, NY  14559 

Office E-mail: obcspencerport@gmail.com   Church Phone: 585-352-1077 
Find us on the web: www.obcny.org 

 
 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:55am  
 

Sunday Service 11 am 
 

It’s Time to Focus Our Fundraising Efforts  

to the Church Parking Lot  
 

We have already raised over $24,800! 

But, we need your help getting the rest of the funds to 

complete this project (that will make everyone who drives   

to church happy)!  Return with your donation toward the parking lot fund.   

There are several different levels of giving, select the one that works best for you 

and your family.   Or, just give whatever the spirit leads you to donate.   

All checks should be made payable to  Ogden Baptist Church and note on the 

memo line “Parking Lot Fund”.  Watch the Fellowship Hall in the next couple of 

weeks for our fun way to track the donations.   

And thank you for supporting us financially and in your prayers! 

 

 

Ogden Baptist Church Parking Lot Fund 

Name               

Address               

Phone               

Levels of Giving to Consider: 

Ford F-Series Pick Up Truck   $200.00 

Jeep Grand Cherokee SUV   $100.00 

Chevrolet Impala     $ 50.00 

Mini Cooper     $ 25.00 

Harley-Davidson      $ 10.00 

Bicycle      $   5.00 

mailto:obcspencerport@gmail.com

